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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 
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Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 
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Church Onalaska, WI  
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608.783.2552 

 

Recent COVID Developments 
We will be offering five worship services each week (Thursday 
6:30 pm, Saturday 5 pm, Sundays 8, 9:15, and 10:30 am) 
throughout the summer  
 
In keeping in line with recent COVID developments and to provide 
a comfortable worship option for everyone in our congregation, St. 
Paul's will only be requiring masks at our Saturday evening ser-
vice. We will continue to keep the ropes up in the middle sections 
of the sanctuary for those people who want to remain distant from 
others. Also, those offering the Lord's Supper will continue wear-
ing masks and gloves for the time being. 
 

Human Resource Team Formulation 
Church Council has approved the formation of a Human Resource 
team to review St. Paul’s employee handbooks, job applications, 
hiring, onboarding practices and documents. If you have 
knowledge in this field, or a willingness to research this topic, we 
would greatly appreciate you considering joining this team for a 
short term review. 
 
If interested, please contact Congregation Chairman Joel Degner 
joelandlori@gmail.com or 608-317-4240 or Operations Manager, 
Lydia Walter admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-2552 ext 
233. 
 

Coffee and Donuts Are Coming Back! 
Starting on June 13th, with the kick off of our summer in-person 
bible study and Sunday School we are going to reintroduce coffee 
and donuts. After church on Sunday, June 13th, head into the fel-
lowship hall, have a cup of coffee and a donut and enjoy some 
good conversation with Christian friends.  
 

Voter's Meeting on June 2nd at 6:30pm 
Save the date for our next voters' meeting on Wednesday June 2 
at 6:30 pm. At this meeting, we'll be discussing and voting on a 
variety of topics. 1) Financial Ministry Plan 2) Board of Ed PT 
Teacher Call recommendation 3) Finance team Summary and 
Fund Appeal Recommendation Resolution 4) Beyond Grateful and 
Growing Presentation 5) Building Team Update and Design De-
velopment Recommendation Resolution. 
 
There are packets in the entryway of the church including all the 
information for the voter's meeting on June 2nd at 6:30pm. 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:joelandlori@gmail.com
mailto:admin@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Live the Image of  God 

In Genesis chapter 1, God tells us that he created the world.  In 
that chapter you can see his love for us.  The colors, the flavors, 
the landscapes, were all created for mankind.  The world around 
us is proof of God’s love for us.  But the greatest proof of God’s 
love in Genesis 1 has nothing to do with the world around us, but 
with how he made us different.  He made us in his image.  His 
likeness. This is what Genesis 1 says, vs. 26-27, “Then God said, 
“Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.” 

27
 So God created mankind in his own 

image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.” 

What is the image or likeness of God? God is spirit, so we aren’t 
made in his physical image, but in his spiritual image.  So, the 
main area where we can say we are made in the image of God is 
that we are holy and righteous.  Nothing else in creation was giv-
en the image of God. Even though the rest of creation was per-
fect, only mankind was given the image of God.  In connection 
with this unique gift God connects the responsibility that he gives 

to us to take care of his creation.  Who we are on the inside, holy and righteous in the image of God, 
is going to be shown by the things we do, and the way we think.  Not only are we holy and righteous, 
but our reason and emotions and will are in perfect conformity with God.  What God wills, we 
will.  What God wants, we want.  God’s priorities are our priorities.  Like two sprockets, moving togeth-
er.  Before the fall into sin, Adam and Eve were able not to sin. Their will was in conformity with God’s 
will.  This is what gave them their immortality.  Death wasn’t part of this creation, because they were 
perfect and holy, they were going to live forever.   

But when they sinned this image of God was shattered like a mirror. By nature, people’s reason, emo-
tions and will are no longer in conformity with God’s will at all.  The bible is clear about how complete-
ly broken we are.  It doesn’t say the image is partially broken, but completely broken. Like Ephesians 
2 where it says that we are “dead in our transgressions and sins”. That’s why in Genesis 1, the image 
of God is brought up.  Like a man who is widowed and looks at a picture of how beautiful his wife was 
on their wedding day, so also, in Genesis 1, God remembers how beautiful we were.  So, the whole 
point of the bible, the whole reason Jesus came, was to restore the image of God.  Through his death 
and resurrection, we are declared holy and perfect and righteous again.  That’s who he declares us to 
be.   

However, even though that’s who he declares us to be, that’s not how we always live our lives.  Re-
member the whole idea of the image of God is that mankind is made holy and righteous and that is 
seen through their emotions, will and reason.  The bible, in numerous places reminds you and me 
who are Christians that we have been declared holy and perfect. That’s how God views us, as if the 
image of God is restored, and so he says, live as God sees you.  In Colossians 3:10, the image of 
God is mentioned in contrast to the way that we typically live our lives as sinful people. Paul mentions 
a number of different ways that we sin and says, “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off 
your old self with its practices 

10
 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

in the image of its Creator” (Col 3:9-10). 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Pastor Dan Olson 
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We see the same thing in the book of James where he mentions how we should and shouldn’t 
talk as followers of Christ. “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness” (James 3:9).  Why does he mention the 
image of God?  Because that’s who we are.  So, his encouragement for godly living is: be who 
Christ made you be.   

Imagine a little girl who loves getting dirty and playing in the mud.  But then her parents give her 
a brand new pretty dress.   The parents don’t even have to tell that little girl to stay away from 
the mud.  She loves how beautiful her dress is and is going to make sure it doesn’t get 
dirty.  Christ has made you beautiful through his death and resurrection.  He restored the most 
precious gift we have in us, the image of God.  Now he says, live a life that shows the world the 
beauty of God’s image in you.   

(Continued from page 2) 

Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level 
school library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center 
(933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing prac-
ticed, and free Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies 
the good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader 
(608.567.3038) to confirm day and time.   

Caring Christians-Mental Health 
Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in 
La Crosse on Monday, June 7 at 6:30 pm. The topic will be: 
Obsessive, Compulsive Disorder (OCD).  
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Summer Bible Study, Sunday School and 
Childcare 

 
We will be returning to in-person Bible study 
and Sunday School starting on June 13. With 
the 9:15 am worship service in our schedule, 
we've decided to offer a second Bible class 
option after that service as well provide 
childcare/babysitting. Our Adult Bible study 
will be based on our summer sermon series 

and will be looking at the Apostle Paul's missionary journeys. We 
encourage parents with kids in middle school to high school to 
attend Bible study with their kids. Let Pastor Ehlke know if you 
have any questions. Below is the schedule: 
 
Worship Times: Thursday 6:30 pm, Saturday 5 pm, and Sunday 8 
am, 9:15 am, and 10:30 am 
 
Sunday School (PreK-6th Grade) and Nursery (younger than 
PreK): 9:20-10:15 am School Classrooms 
 
1st Sunday Bible Study: 9:30-10:15 am Fellowship Hall 
 
Daycare/Babysitting (up through 4th grade): 10:20-11:15 am 
Gym/Grace Room 
 
2nd Sunday Bible Study: 10:30-11:15 am Fellowship Hall 
 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Thursday Zoom Moring Bible Class will 
begin a new topic on June 3rd.  We will begin the study on The 
Christian Atheist: Believing in God but Living as if He doesn't exist. 
We will be following a book and study guide by Craig 
Groeschel.  The discussion will be on our barriers between belief 
and living an authentic God-honoring life. Contact Jan Westerman 
at jkwesterman1@yahoo.com if you would like a link to join us. 
 
Men’s Bible Class: Men of all ages are welcome to join the 
Saturday, 8:00 am Bible group at the Sand Lake Kwik Trip training 
center, 408 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska (two blocks north of St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church, Onalaska). Participants enter through the 
side door. We are currently studying the Book of Jeremiah. Join us 
as we fellowship around God’s Word and enjoy a cup of Karuba 
coffee. For more information call/text Steve Loehr 608.781.8832.  

June 

1. Ezekiel 22 

2. Ezek. 23 

3. Ezek. 24 

4. Ezek. 25, 26 

5. Ezek. 27, 28 

6. Ezek. 29, 30 

7. Ezek. 31, 32 

8. Psalm 73 

9. Ps. 74 

10. Ps. 75, 76 

11. Ps. 77 

12. Ps. 78:1-39 

13. Ps. 78:40-72 

14. Ps. 79, 80 

15. Ps. 81-83 

16. Ps. 84 

17. Ps. 85 

18. Ps. 86, 87 

19. Ps. 88 

20. Ps. 89:1-37 

21. Ps. 89:38-52 

22. Ezekiel 33 

23. Ezek. 34 

24. Ezek 35:1-36:15 

25. Ezek. 36:16-38 

26. Ezek. 37 

27. Ezek. 38 

28. Ezek. 39 

29. Ezek. 40:1-47 

30. Ezek. 40:48-41:26 

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
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Madelyn Jane Antoniewicz 
Ellie Margaret Bahr 
Ian David Bass 
Maggie Melinda Bettin 
Annaliese Louisa Bruns 
Landon Paul Bryant 
Ethan Christian Dahl 
Emma Lynn Gibbons 
Samuel Philip Hackbarth 
Nathan Thomas Karr 
Megan Jean Komperud 
Adam Leif Lombard  
Mae Katheryne Lyga  
Martha Eve Mielke 
Macie Margaret Neumeister 

Amanuel Nigatu Putz 
NicholasJohn Putz 
Joshua Paul Rogne 
Samuel George Schams 
Jack Benjamin Schmeling 
Kayla Ann Schultz 
Roman Richard Thorson 
Kayden Nathan Van Loon 
Sydney Ann Wendler 
Lauren O'Hara Wickus 
Emma Grace Willman 
Caitlyn Marie Woessner 
Eddisen LyKung Yang 
Amanda Michelle Yonkovich 

2021 Confirmation Class 

SUMMER WORK DAY for Live Nativity 
prop repair and painting will take place on Saturday, 

June 19th starting at 9:00 in the morning at the Rota-
ry Lights Building (27 Market St.) and will go as long as 
you want to stay or when the work is completed. Many 
hands make light work and if enough people show up 
we will be done around noon. Call George Italiano if 

you have any questions. (608-317-0271) 

Onalaska Food Basket 
 
We appreciate the recent support shown for the Onalaska Food Basket 
through the drive-thru food drive held last April. Our church continues to 
collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped 
off in the totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s current need is for 
cans of juice  
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Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see 
the items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on 
how to make a donation. Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website 
and on the menu at the top of the page, click Give and then Wish List. Master Wish List 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 

Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Memorials 

Given in loving memory of Dale Ritter by: 

Darrel and Ardelle Zillmer Undesignated Memorial 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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Pick up the landmark clues at the table in the church lobby, 
or click here for an electronic version  

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month in the Fire-
side area of church at 6:30 pm.  We do not have any book discussions during the summer 
but will have a few social gatherings. June 8

th
 we will be helping with cleaning the Kitchen 

at church and oiling the pews in the Fellowship Hall.  July 13
th 

at 6:30 pm we will be meet-
ing at the Gazebo in Onalaska by the Sunfish to enjoy some fellowship.  Come and join 
us. We would be happy to meet you. 

 Any questions contact Gerry 608-783-4167. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meets every other month on 
the first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the teachers lounge, Children who 
are enrolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 
6 months until they are 4. The quiet bags are not in use as of now 
due to the pandemic. Our next meeting will be on July 1, 2021. 

WIC Kitchen Cleaning and Church Pew Oiling 
Tuesday, June 8 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
All the supplies will be supplied. We will have beverage and snack for fellowship after we 
are done. As in years past, if you cannot come the evening for cleaning but would like to 
help, you are welcome to clean the kitchen ahead of time. A map of the kitchen and direc-
tions will be posted in the kitchen. If you have any questions, please contact Jan Wester-
man (608-781-1940) or jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 

https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=080ab3c731&e=8e2ffa8777
mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
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Church Library 
 
 
Callings for Life 
College students and recent  graduates are often uncertain 
about the future, wondering if they chose the right path and will land a job. Adults in 
stable jobs and full-time parents often experience feelings of being stuck, frustrated, 
or unhappy; they think the grass is always greener on the other side of the fence. 
Those who have lost their jobs or are retired may wonder what the future holds and 
if they will be able to support themselves. 
 
In our quest to "have it all" in life, we might be overwhelmed or stressed, but God's 
Word speaks a better truth about how we're meant to live. There are five key 
themes to focus on with these struggles and uncertainties, providing reassurance 
and guidance while reminding us all that God does have a plan for our lives. 
Location: Section 4 Living Purposefully 
 
Getting Rid of the Gorilla 
Christian books on forgiveness are usually written to impart information—what for-
giveness is, why we should forgive, what happens when we don't, etc. Secular 
books on forgiveness teach similar concepts but leave Jesus out of the equation. 
Getting Rid of the Gorilla promotes no pat answers or simple-step solutions but 
comes alongside strugglers and puts an arm around their shoulders. Brian Jones 
combines his storytelling gift with bold and compassionate honesty and an ever-
present awareness of the love of God and the value of the struggle.  
 
Are you struggling with learning how to forgive? Do you need faith in the midst of 
pain and anger? Are you living with bitterness or holding grudges Brian Jones 
walks you through how to let go of the past and move forward with faith. 
Location:  Section 4 – Forgiveness/Anger 
 
Hello My Name is Single 
Being a single Christian in today’s culture can be complicated. This helpful book 
seeks to engage singles with Christ-centered content that covers topics such as da-
ting, modesty, holding out for marriage, understanding the vocation of a single per-
son, and seeking healthy guy-girl relationships. It also provides a platform for mar-
ried Christians to engage singles in conversation about the blessings and challeng-
es of marriage as well as lessons learned from their time as a single Christian. 
Location:  Being Alone Section 6 
 
The Same Sex Controversy 
In the guise of tolerance, modern culture grants “alternative lifestyle” status to ho-
mosexuality.  Even more disturbing, some within the church attempt to revise and 
distort Christian teaching on this behavior.  This book is for those who want to bet-
ter understand the Bible’s teaching on the subject, explaining and defending the 
foundational Bible passages that deal with homosexuality – including Genesis, Le-
viticus and Romans.  Expanding on these Scriptures, they refute the revisionists’ 
arguments – including the claim that Christians today need not adhere to the Law.  
In a straightforward and loving manner, they appeal to those caught up in a homo-
sexual lifestyle to repent and return to God’s plan for His people. 
Location:  Section 4 - Christian's View of Homosexuality 
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Church Library Topics  
(Section listed in parentheses) 

Children’s 
Bed Time (2) 
Being Thankful (1) 
Bible Stories (1) 
Board Books (1) 
Building Character (1) 

Christmas (2) 
Easter (2) 
Kids' Bibles (1) 
Kids' DVDs & CDs (2) 
 

Picture Books (1) 
Prayer (1) 
Who is God? (2) 
You're Special (1) 

 

Christian Living 
Balancing Life (4) 
Inspiration (7) 
Living Purposefully (4) 

Sharing Your Faith with Others 
(4) 

Transitions in Life (Empty Nest, 
Caregiving, Aging) (4) 
True Stories (7) 

 

Challenging Times (4) 
Addiction 
Christian's View on 
Homosexuality 

Dealing with Chronic 
Illness/Cancer  
Depression 
Forgiveness/Anger 

Grief/Death 
Strengthening Your Faith During 
Challenging Times 
Timely Topics 

 

Devotions (3) 
Devotions for Couples 
Devotions for Families 

Devotions for Men 
Devotions for Women 

 

Digging Deeper into Scripture (5) 
Bible Discovery Series 
God’s People Series 

Main Teachings of the Bible 
Comparing Religions 

 

DVDs and CDs 

Children’s (2) 
Biblical (3) 

Fiction (8) 
Time of Grace DVDs – Topical (3) 

 

Adult Fiction 
Contemporary (8) 
Historical (8) 

Romance (7) 
Suspense (7) 

 

Relationships (6) 
Being Alone 
Dating/Engagement 

Divorce/Remarriage 
For Wives 

Marriage 

 

Martin Luther (5) 
Martin and Katie Luther Life Stories What does Martin Luther Say? 

 

   Just for Men (6)  Just for Women (6) Prayer (3)    WELS Synod (4) 
 

Parenting (6) 
Communicating with Your Teen 
For Dads 
For Moms 

Loss of Child/Infertility 
Special Needs Children 

Talking to your children about 
sex 

Teen (7) 
Teen Dating           Teen Devotions    Teen Fiction   
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St. Paul's Lutheran School News 
 

CURRENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
 
St. Paul’s has 181 students listed as 
“Enrolled” through TADS for 2021-2022.  We 
have verified 90 applications through the Wis-
consin Parental Choice Program.  Mr. Bain 
has given tours to 6 families between May 1 
and May 20.  As of 5/20/2021, we have 26 
preschool reservations.  Both preschool and 
kindergarten enrollment have increased since 
last month’s report. 
 
 
PRESCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN, and OLDER GRADES 2021-
2022 
We are currently accepting reservations for three-year-old and 
four-year-old preschool, as well as applications for grades K-8.  
If you or someone you know is interested in a Christ-centered 
preschool or K-8 education at St. Paul’s, please contact our of-
fice (608-738-2552; office@stpaulsonalaska.org).  
 

 
ATHLETICS 
The capstone on a two-week track and field season was a 
meet at Luther High School on May 15.  St. Paul’s athletes 
set six records, took first place in 25 events, and earned 
second place in 14 events!  Way to go, Panthers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
SCHOOL 
St. Paul’s competes in a math competition conducted by Martin Lu-
ther College against other WELS schools.  Our school is placed into 
the division with the largest schools in our synod.  There are four 
contests each year, and we submit our top ten scores for grades 5 & 
6, and our top 10 scores for grades 7 & 8.  As a team, St. Paul’s 5-6 
grades ranked 8

th
 out of 28 teams.  Individual high scorers were Sam 

S. (18) and Aiden W. (17).  As a team, St. Paul’s 7-8 graders ranked 
5

th
 out of 30 teams.  Individual high scorers were Sam H. (22) and 

Jack S. (19).  Sam H. finished tied for second place of all students 
competing from all 30 schools, just 1 behind the top scorer.  Con-
gratulations to all St. Paul’s mathletes! 

(Continued on page 11) 

Grade WPCP 

apps 

Projected 

Enrollment 

K3 N/A 10+ 

K4 7 16+ 

K 12 18+ 

1 12 21 

2 11 23 

3 6 14 

4 16 25 

5 3 15 

6 7 18 

7 5 23 

8 11 19 

Total 90 202+ 
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SUPPORTING THOSE TRAINING FOR THE  
FULL-TIME PUBLIC MINISTRY 

 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church currently has five members studying at Martin Luther College for 
the full-time public ministry.  St. Paul’s has a fund that has been used for many years to pro-
vide financial assistance to these people.  Gifts have ranged from $200 to $500 based on 
the year of training, and recipients have been very grateful for the support. 
 
Martin Luther College has been concerned about growing student debt.  In 2015, they found 
that 75% of graduates carried debt averaging $25,500.  Since that time, MLC began the 
Congregational Matching Grants Program.  The program encourages congregations to pro-
vide financial assistance to members studying at MLC, offering to match up to $1,000 per 
student.  St. Paul’s has taken advantage of the program since its inception, but funding has 
not allowed us to take full advantage.  Would you help us provide $1,000 per St. Paul’s 
member studying at MLC so that we can maximize the matching grant they receive?  Dona-
tions can be made to the Ministry Support Fund of St. Paul’s.  Contact Principal Benjamin 
Bain for more information. 
 
MEET MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE GRADUATE – JULIA SCHIBBELHUT 
It took Julia Schibbelhut a while to decide where to attend college.  In the end, she chose 

Martin Luther College because she wanted to do 
something that allowed her to talk about her Savior.  
Julia loves all of the professors at MLC.  Julia com-
pleted her Secondary Physics / Chemistry Education 
program at MLC, and she looks forward to helping her 
students use the grit they build solving tough science 
questions to help them face other spiritual battles in 
life.  Julia graduated from Martin Luther College May 
15, 2021.  The Lord assigned Julia to Northland Lu-
theran High School in Mosinee, WI, to teach physics 
and chemistry. 
 
Other St. Paul’s members assigned to serve congre-
gations on May 15 
† Ella Loersch – St. John, Peshtigo, WI; grades 3-5,     
call made permanent 
† Benjamin Mahnke – Abiding Love, Cape Coral, 
FL;   staff minister 
† Emma Schibbelhut – Good Shepherd, West Allis; 
grades 1-2, piano, one-year assignment 
† Tyler Wahl – St. Mark, Citrus Heights, CA; grades 
5-6, coaching, one-year assignment 
† Bryan Walkley – Bethany, Manitowoc, WI; grade 
7,   one-year assignment 
 

One of our student teachers this year, Lydia Bitter, was given a one-year assignment to 
teach grades 6-8 at St. John’s, Red Wing, MN. 
 


