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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 
holy and powerful Word.  
 
Our summer worship series is entitled “The Heroes of Faith.”  Hebrews 11 provides us with many examples of how 
God’s chosen people were blessed by the Holy Spirit with a strong saving faith.  Their faith was evident in the way 
they lived their lives.  During these summer months we’ll be encouraged as we remember that “Faith is confidence 
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1) 
 
Abraham was an amazing example of trust and obedience to the Lord. Imagine having such a faith that you would 
pack up your whole household and move to a foreign country even though "he did not know where he was going" 
(Hebrews 11:8). Imagine having such a longing for your heavenly home that you don't consider anywhere on earth 
to be your home. May the Lord give us a faith like Abraham who lived a life knowing where his real home was. 
 

  
 

Heroes of Faith: Abraham and the Promised Inheritance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  
Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 
Musicians: Lisa Loersch, Julia Schibbelhut, Wendy Schibbelhut, Elaine Zierke 
Cover Art: Lori Ehlke 

 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens 
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. "To You O Lord" Marty Haugen 
 

 



3 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 550, vv.1-2                                                                                       “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” 

Behold a host, arrayed in white, 
Like thousand snowclad mountains bright; 
With palms they stand. Who is this band 

Before the throne of light? 
These are the saints of glorious fame, 
Who from the great affliction came 

And in the flood of Jesus’ blood 
Are cleansed from guilt and blame. 

Now gathered in the holy place, 
Their voices they in worship raise. 

Their anthems swell where God does dwell 
Mid angels’ songs of praise. 

 
Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; 

But now, how glorious they appear! 
Those martyrs stand, a priestly band, 

God’s throne forever near. 
So oft in troubled days gone by, 

In anguish they would weep and sigh; 
At home above the God of love 

Fore’er their tears shall dry. 
They now enjoy the Sabbath rest, 
The heav’nly banquet of the blest; 

The Lamb, their Lord, at festive board 
Himself is host and guest. 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: (spoken) And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
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For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O 
Lord. 

C:  (spoken) Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm 
against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, 
hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 

C:  Amen. 

P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 
 

O blessed saints, now take your rest; 
A thousand times you will be blessed 

For keeping faith firm unto death 
And scorning worldly trust. 

For now you live at home with God; 
You toiled and sowed the Word abroad. 

Rejoice and bring your fruits and sing 
Before the throne of God. 

The myriad angels raise the song; 
O saints, sing with that happy throng! 

Lift up one voice; let heav’n rejoice 
In our Redeemer’s song. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God and Savior, because of our own sin, this world is no longer our home. But through your work 
and sacrifice heaven is our home. Grant us a faith like Abraham who fully trusted and obeyed you throughout 
his life as he kept his sight set on the reward of heaven, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED 
 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                          Genesis 12:1-8  
The account of God’s call to Abram.  God blessed Abram with a faith to believe God’s promises about the land which 

his family would inherit.  Those promises about the Promised Land were tied up in God’s greater promises to 
Abraham about the coming Savior, which Abraham also believed. 

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will 
show you. 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.” 

 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set 
out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the 
people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the 
Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the 
east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 25 

The singer will sing the first refrain and all the verses; the congregation will sing all repeated refrains. 

 
 

Repeat refrain 

 
Verse:  

Lord, make me know Your ways, teach me Your paths, and keep me in the way of Your truth, for You are God, my 
Savior. 

 

Refrain 
 

Verse:  
For the Lord is good and righteous, revealing His way to those who seek Him, gently leading the poor and the 

humble. 
 

Refrain 
 

Verse:  
To the ones who seek the Lord, who look to His Word, who live His love, He will always be near, He will show them 

His mercy. 
 

Refrain 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                        John 20:19-31 

Doubting Thomas did not believe until he had visible proof.  Blessed are those who, just like Abraham, have not seen 
God’s promises fulfilled with their physical eyes and yet believe. 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed 
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
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But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; 

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name. 

C: (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ! 

SERMON HYMN: CW 417                                                                                                                     “I’m But a Stranger Here” 
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SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                         Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-16 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients 
were commended for. 

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he 
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, 
who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made 
the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in 

the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People 

who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the 
country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better 

country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

Sermon Theme: The Result of Being Heavenly Minded" 

STAND 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  
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He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are available for your convenience:  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER  
C:  Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 551                                                                                                                    “For All the Saints” 

 
 

The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon, soon, to faithful warriors comes their rest. 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

From earth’s wide bounds to ocean’s farthest coast 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
STAND 
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THANK THE LORD 

 

P:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the 
world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who 
have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and 
holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (spoken) Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN: CWS 728                                                                                                                      “Jerusalem the Golden” 

 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: July 5, 2020 
 

 

Church News 
 

St. Paul’s Ministry Update 
As we’re about a month into summer and in the midst of different changes due to COVID-19, here’s an update on 
different ways we’re helping you stay connected to your Savior and his Word during these summer months as well 
as different things happening during these summer months.  As plans start getting made for the Fall, we’ll strive to 
share them with you as soon as possible.  If you need anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to any of the pastors.  

  
Thank You! 

We have been blessed by dozens of individuals who have helped in a wide variety of ways at St. Paul’s during the 
last few months of changes.  Thank you to all who have served as musicians, singers, ushers, technology people, 

and so many other people who are helping us gather around God’s Word. 
  

Worship:  
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm (masks are required at 

the Saturday service), and Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am.  We are asking people to sign-up so 
we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25% capacity.  You can sign-up by going to our website: 

www.stpaulsonalaska.org. 
  

Livestreaming:  
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website.  A copy of the service will be posted 

after the 8:00 am service.   
  
 
 

In Our Prayers:  
 64th Wedding Anniversary—Bill and Elaine Zierke (7/7) 

 Baptism—Erica Gail Corcoran, daughter of Brandon and Jennifer (6/28) 

 Comfort for—Jill Bertolotti and family at the death of her father, Jim Engelson. 

 Healing—Brenda Larson 

 Wisdom for—Principal and Board of Education as they plan for the upcoming school year. 

 Peace in our country and wisdom for our leaders. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
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Facebook Devotions:  
The pastors continue to do Facebook devotions Monday-Friday.  If you don’t have Facebook, you should still be able 

to access them by visiting our website.   
 

Bible Class: 
Our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom Bible studies will continue throughout the summer.  You can email Pastor Ehlke if 

you’d like to get the zoom link: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.   
  

Stay-up-to-date: 
We’ve been mainly staying in contact with our members with our weekly news and Sunday news and notes section 
of the worship folder that’s found online.  Email lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org if you’d like to sign-up to receive the 

weekly e-news.   
  

If you don’t have internet access (or know someone who doesn’t) and would like to receive a weekly copy of the 
weekly news, please contact the church office: 608-783-2552.   

  
Paskes Moving:   

Our new 8th grade teacher, Corey Paske, and his wife, Erin (who will be teaching at Christ-St. John’s), will be 
arriving over the next few weeks.  A card box will be available in the entryway at church.  Installation is currently 

planned for Sunday, August 16.  
  

School Update: 
Our principal and school leaders have been discussing the next school year and have met with other school leaders 

in the area.  We will be making families aware of our plans as they are made over the next few weeks.   
  

Annual Voters’ Meeting: 
Our annual voters’ meeting will take place July 26 at 6:30 pm. We’ll share the specific time and agenda over the 

next few weeks in our weekly news.   
 

SCRIP ORDERING 

In keeping with social distancing, SCRIP cards will not currently be sold on Sunday mornings. If you would like to 
purchase SCRIP cards you can email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org to place an order. Orders can be 
picked up in the Church office during summer office hours, Tuesday-Thursday 8 am to 2pm. 

WELS GRIEF SUPPORT 

The WELS Grief Support group will meet Tuesday, July 7, at 7:00 pm at St. John's in Barre Mills. If you, or someone 
you know is grieving, please come for mutual encouragement and comfort from God's word. Our topic for 
discussion will be "Living with Grief." 

 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
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OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Lydia Walter has been hired as St. Paul’s new Operations Manager when Dan Schoeffel retires at the end of June. 
We thank Dan for his years of service to the Lord and St. Paul’s. We welcome Lydia and pray that the Lord would 
bless her service at St. Paul’s. 

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE 

A member of our congregation has generously donate face masks for those in need. They are free of charge and may 
be picked up in the hallway outside the church/school office. What a wonderful example of using your time and 
talents to be a blessing to others. 
 
 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793   dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 
 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

