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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Our summer worship series is entitled “The Heroes of Faith.” Hebrews 11 provides us with many examples of how
God’s chosen people were blessed by the Holy Spirit with a strong saving faith. Their faith was evident in the way
they lived their lives. During these summer months we’ll be encouraged as we remember that “Faith is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
Today’s Heroes of Faith are the parents of Moses. They made great efforts to save their infant son because 1) they
knew the value God’s places upon all human lives, and 2) by faith they knew that God was going to use their child
Moses for extraordinary purposes. Today’s worship will encourage us to protect human life and it will remind us of
the importance of living our faith, even in the face of opposition.

Heroes of Faith: Moses’ Parents
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Divine Service II

BELLS AND WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 139)
Pastor: All-knowing God, we gather together with praise and thanksgiving for who you are and for all that you have
done for us.
Congregation: You know us better than we know ourselves—all our thoughts and actions—and yet you love us.
P:

No matter where we go or what we do, your love encircles us, gently leading and guiding and blessing.

C:

We praise you for your love and your faithful presence in our lives.

P:

May your Spirit move in our hearts and minds as we worship together: examine our attitudes and actions, lay
bare the things we need to confess, challenge us with your Word, and guide us on to paths that lead to life.

C:

For we are your people, called by your name. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: CW 234, verses 1 and 3

“Praise to the Lord the Almighty”

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.
What need or grief ever has failed of relief?
Wings of his mercy did shade you.

P:

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C:

(spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to forgive us.
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C:

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

P:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even
when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for
without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CW 234, verse five

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen sound from his people again;
Gladly forever adore him!

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:
Exodus 1:1-12, 22, 2:1-10
These beginning verses of the book of Exodus detail how the Israelites became slaves in Egypt, and how the Lord
worked through the parents of Moses to save him from Pharaoh’s murderous decree.
These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family: 2 Reuben, Simeon,
Levi and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; 4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. 5 The descendants of Jacob
numbered seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt.
6
Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were exceedingly fruitful; they
multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so numerous that the land was filled with them.
8
Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said to his people, “the
Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become
even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”
11
So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as
store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites
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22

Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but
let every girl live.”
Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When
she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a
papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the
reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4 His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.
5
Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the
riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the
baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.
7
Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for
you?”
8
“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this
baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10 When the child
grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him
out of the water.”

VERSE OF THE DAY (sung by all)

P:

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 19.

C:

(spoken) Glory be to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL LESSON:

Matthew 19:13-15
Our Lord values the lives of little children.

13

14

Then people brought little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the
disciples rebuked them.

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.” 15 When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there.

P:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C:

(spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN: CW 346

“In You is Gladness”

In you is gladness amid all sadness, Jesus, Sunshine of my heart.
By you are given the gifts of heaven; You the true Redeemer are.
Our souls are waking; our bonds are breaking.
Who trusts you surely has built securely
And stands forever. Alleluia!
Our hearts are pining to see your shining,
Dying or living to you are clinging now and forever. Alleluia!
If he is ours, we fear no powers, not of earth or sin or death.
He sees and blesses in worst distresses; he can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story tell of his glory with hearts and voices;
All heav’n rejoices in him forever. Alleluia!
We shout for gladness, win over sadness,
Love him and praise him and still shall raise him
Glad hymns forever. Alleluia!

SERMON LESSON:

Hebrews 11:1-2, 23

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients
were commended for.
23
By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child,
and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
SERMON

Heroes of Faith: Moses’ Parents
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STAND

NICENE CREED
C:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are available for your convenience:
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650
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Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

STAND
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LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)
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DISTRIBUTION SONG:

“Before I Was Born” based on Psalm 139, sung by singers
You made me, you formed me,
You kept me alive long before I was born.
You kept me alive long before I was born.
You have sought me out and found me.
You know where I sit or stand.
You know the depths of my heart whenever I move or rest.
You find me wherever I am; You find me wherever I am.
Refrain
Before the word comes from my mouth, you know what I want to say.
You come close to me. You lay your hand upon me.
All of this is too much for me; all of this is too much for me.
Refrain

How can I ever hide from you? Where can I hide from you?
Above and below -- you are there. To the dawn or to the sea -- you are there.
Your hand will guide my way; your hand will guide my way.
Refrain
You have created every inch of me. You have knit me to my mother's womb.
You have record of all my days, long before they ever began.
How amazing your thoughts, O God; how amazing your thoughts, O God.
Refrain

COMMUNION BLESSING
P:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to
drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our
love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at
the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

(spoken) Amen.
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BLESSING
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: CW 449

“Children of the Heavenly Father”
Verses 1-3 sung by singers; the congregation joins on verse 4.
Children of the heav’nly Father safely in his bosom gather;
Nestling bird or star in heaven such a refuge ne’er was given.

God his own doth tend and nourish; in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them; in his mighty arms he bears them.
Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever;
Unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth.
Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

10

This Week at St. Paul’s: July 26, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 Divine Call—Pastor Olson returned his call, additional prayers for St. Paul’s in Franklin, WI
 Comfort—for the family of Sue Witt at the death of her father, Lyle Witt

Church News
St. Paul’s Ministry Update
As we’re about a month into summer and in the midst of different changes due to COVID-19, here’s an update
on different ways we’re helping you stay connected to your Savior and his Word during these summer months
as well as different things happening during these summer months. As plans start getting made for the Fall,
we’ll strive to share them with you as soon as possible. If you need anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to
any of the pastors.
A Ministry Plan for September-December 2020
What will our gospel ministry look like this fall and early winter at St. Paul’s during these uncertain times of
pandemic? Our pastors have put together a plan which has been approved by our church council. It outlines
the opportunities we’ll have to “let the Word of Christ dwell in (us) richly” (Colossians 3:16) as we cope with
COVID-19. Please follow this link to learn more:
Ministry Update & Annual Voters’ Meeting:
On Sunday, July 26 at 6:30 pm, we will have our annual voters’ meeting. Topics for the voters’ meeting will be
extending a part-time call for our school, approving appointments for various boards, an update on the initial
stages of looking into expanding our facilities, and also a presentation regarding our plans for worship, Bible
class, and Sunday School in the Fall. On the weekend of August 9, we’ll be providing in our worship
services a ministry update as well. Included in that we hope to present some plans for the Fall when it comes
to worship, Bible study, and Sunday School.
Thank You!
We have been blessed by dozens of individuals who have helped in a wide variety of ways at St. Paul’s during
the last few months of changes. Thank you to all who have served as musicians, singers, ushers, technology
people, and so many other people who are helping us gather around God’s Word.
Worship:
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm (masks are
required at the Saturday service), and Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking
people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25% capacity. You can sign-up by going to our
website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how many people have signed up for the
service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have plenty of room.
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Online Worship Options:
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our
Livestream through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube
channel.
Facebook Devotions:
The pastors continue to do Facebook devotions Monday-Friday. If you don’t have Facebook, you should
still be able to access them by visiting our website.
Bible Class:
Our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom Bible studies will continue throughout the summer. You can email Pastor
Ehlke if you’d like to get the zoom link: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Stay-up-to-date:
We’ve been mainly staying in contact with our members with our weekly news and the Sunday news and
notes section of the worship folder that’s found online. Email lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org if you’d like to
sign-up to receive the weekly e-news.

If you don’t have internet access (or know someone who doesn’t) and would like to receive a weekly copy
of the weekly news, please contact the church office: 783-2552.
Paskes Moving:
Our new 8th grade teacher, Corey Paske, and his wife Erin (who will be teaching at Christ-St. John’s) will
be arriving over the next few weeks. A card box will be available in the entryway at church. Installation is
currently planned for August 16.
School Update:
Our principal and school leaders have been discussing the next school year and have met with other
school leaders in the area. We will be making families aware of our plans as they are made over the next
few weeks.
Pastor Olson Returns Call:
Pastor Olson returned the Divine Call he received to serve St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Franklin, Wisconsin.
We are thankful that Pastor Olson will continue to serve in our midst!

FUNERAL FOR MIKE BARNEY
We will be having the funeral service for Mike Barney on Saturday, August 1 at 10:00 am at church. There will be no
visitation beforehand. Social distancing will be followed, and we also will be Livestreaming the service on our
YouTube page: https://www.youtube.com/user/stpaulsonalaska. “Blessed are those who die in the Lord.” –
Revelation 14:13

SCRIP ORDERING
In keeping with social distancing, SCRIP cards will not currently be sold on Sunday mornings. If you would like to
purchase SCRIP cards you can email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org to place an order. Orders can be
picked up in the Church office during summer office hours, Tuesday-Thursday 8 am to 2pm.
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FACE MASKS AVAILABLE
A member of our congregation has generously donate face masks for those in need. They are free of charge and may
be picked up in the hallway outside the church/school office. What a wonderful example of using your time and
talents to be a blessing to others.

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $ 18,240 ($23,004 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $ 82,378
7/19/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $ 69,013

PASTORAL CONTACTS:
Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660 skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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