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        St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's Word 

and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  

 

 

Focused 

Do you sometimes find it hard to focus in life? So easily our attention can be pulled in multiple directions, and we can 

lose sight of what's truly important. However, our Savior Jesus had a perfect focus. He didn't allow any distraction 

or temptation to take his focus off of going to the cross to make the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. That kind of love 

brings focus to our lives. Christ's love focuses us on loving our neighbors, on what true worship looks like, on what's 

truly valuable in life. In this worship series, our goal and prayer is that Christ and his Word will make us properly 

focused on true Christian living. 

 

 

 

Today’s Theme:  

Christian Prayer Focuses on What God Wants for Us Not What We Want from God 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Organist: Elaine Zierke 

Musician: Grace Mahnke (Thurs.) 

 

 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-
715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. Service of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Psalm 138a “Your 
Praises, God, I’m Bringing” Herman G. Stuempfle. © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.  “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray” Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. © 2000 
GIA Publications, Inc.  
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Service of the Word 

Bells and Welcome  

776 With the Lord Begin Your Task    CW 776 

1 With the Lord begin your task; 

    Jesus will direct it. 

For his aid and counsel ask; 

    Jesus will perfect it. 

Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, 

    and, when day is ended, 

in his name then close your eyes; 

    be to him commended. 

 

2 Let each day begin with prayer, 

    praise and adoration. 

On the Lord cast ev’ry care; 

    he is your salvation. 

Morning, evening, and at night 

    Jesus will be near you, 

save you from the tempter’s might, 

    with his presence cheer you. 

 

3 With your Savior at your side 

    foes need not alarm you; 

in his promises confide 

    and no ill can harm you. 

All your trust and hope repose 

    in the mighty Master, 

who in wisdom truly knows 

    how to stem disaster. 

 

4 If your task is thus begun 

    with the Savior’s blessing, 

safely then your course will run, 

    naught your soul distressing. 

Good will follow ev’rywhere 

    while you here must wander; 

you at last the joy will share 

    in the mansions yonder. 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Confession of Sins 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 

disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 

his mercy. 

 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 

deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt. 

  

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 

will. 

Amen. 

Prayer and Praise 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

 Let us pray. O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants who come to you in Jesus’ 

name. Teach us always to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have 

promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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Baptism: (10:30) Cameron James Koerner  

First Reading  Genesis 18:20–32 

 20Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21that I will go 

down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 

 22The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23Then 

Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24What if there are fifty 

righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous 

people in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and 

the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

 26The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

 27Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but 

dust and ashes, 28what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of 

five people?” 

 “If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 

 29Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” 

 He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 

 30Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” 

 He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 

 31Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?” 

 He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 

 32Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found 

there?” 

 He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

138A Your Praises, God, I’m Bringing   Psalm 138A 
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Second Reading   1 Timothy 2:1–7 

 1I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2for kings 

and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3This is good, and 

pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5For there is 

one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all 

people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an 

apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Message 

719 Lord, Teach Us How to Pray    CW 719 

1 Lord, teach us how to pray 

    as once the Twelve you taught, 

for we can never find the words 

    to praise you as we ought. 

 

2 Lord, teach us how to pray 

    when cares distract the mind. 

Help us to wait in quietness, 

    a calmer spirit find. 

 

3 Lord, teach us how to pray; 

    rekindle faith’s bright flame, 

until our faith leaps up again 

    to speak and praise your name. 
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4 Lord, teach us how to pray; 

    remind us day by day 

that you wait eagerly to hear 

    before we think to pray. 

Sermon Reading   Luke 11:1–13 

 1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 

pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

 2He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

“ ‘Father, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come. 
3Give us each day our daily bread. 
4Forgive us our sins, 

  for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation.’ ” 

 5Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me 

three loaves of bread; 6a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7And suppose 

the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up 

and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet 

because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 

 9“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
10For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

 11“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give 

him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

  

 Sermon 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer 

I invite you to lift up your hearts to God and pray responsively with me the Lord’s Prayer as Christ our Lord taught us. 

  

First, we pray that God our Father in heaven would look with mercy on all his children on earth. We ask him to give 

us grace that we might proclaim his Word faithfully and live our lives according to his will, for then we show that his 

name is precious to us. We also pray that he would keep us from any teaching and living which would dishonor his 

name. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

  

We pray that his kingdom and the rule of his grace might come to us and grow in us each day; that all who are still 

captives in Satan’s kingdom might be brought to know Jesus Christ, his Son, so that the Christian Church might grow 

and prosper. 

Your kingdom come. 

  

We pray that the Holy Spirit would strengthen us to do and accept God’s will in life and death, in good times and in 

bad, and that we might have power to put down our own sinful will and its desires. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

  

We pray that our Father would also give us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish desires, and help us 

to trust that he will provide for all our needs. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

  

We ask that God would forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may rest and 

rejoice in a good conscience before him, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  

We pray that God would protect us from all temptations and help us by his Spirit to put down our sinful flesh, to 

despise the world and its vices, and to overcome the devil and all his trickery. 

Lead us not into temptation. 

  

And finally, we pray that God would deliver us from all evils of body and soul now and forever. 

But deliver us from evil. 

  

All those who sincerely desire these things will say from their hearts “Amen,” trusting without doubt that their 

prayers are answered in heaven, as Christ has promised: “Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours.” 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Special Prayers 
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Gather the Thankoffering 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

 

Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen.  

721 What a Friend We Have in Jesus    CW 721 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 

    oh, what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

    ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; 

    you will find a solace there. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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This Week at St. Paul’s: July 24, 2022 

 

Prayers 

    Baptisms—Cameron James Koerner, son of Matthew and Laura; Taelyn Blake Riley, daughter of Cory and Miranda 

    Comfort—For the family of Paul Averill, father of Alana Hess (7/17) 

    Thanksgiving--Frederick Mundfrom, father of Linnette Fehr, went home to heaven at the age of 93! 

    Recovering from a fall—Betty Gerlock, mother of Dan Lefebvre  

    84th Birthday—Lindy Schnell (7/24) 

    Weddings--Aleesha Wahl and Zachery Gantt (7/22); Zach Dutton and Emily Black (7/23) 

    53rd Wedding Anniversary—John and Irmgard Lau (7/26) 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING BUILDING UPDATE TODAY 

An open forum and voters' meeting will be held on Sunday, July 24, after the 10:30 service. Please pray for God’s 

wisdom as we move forward in expanding our ministry here at St. Paul’s to His glory. 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PLEDGES 

Our Grateful and Growing fund current pledged amount is $2,125,448. Currently our Grateful and Growing account 

balance is $545,963. If you have not yet had the chance to make a pledge, prayerfully consider doing so. The pledge 

form can be found in the church lobby. These pledges will aid the Building Finance Team in their lending option efforts. 

To make giving easy, monthly Grateful and Growing envelopes were provided with this year's envelope boxes. 

CHURCH PICNIC AND OUTDOOR SERVICE 

Our church picnic and outdoor service will take place on August 14. We will be combining our 9:15 and 10:30 am 

worship services into one outdoor service at 10:00 am. The Thursday 6:30 pm and Sunday 8:00 am service will be held 

indoors. After the 10:00 am service, we’ll be having our church picnic with food, games, and a lot of fun. If you’re 

interested in helping out with either serving or in any other way, please contact Tim Scriver: timjscriver@gmail.com.  

 

Sunday Bible Study 

Summer Bible study is being held at 9:20 am in the Fellowship Hall and 10:20 am in the Grace Room (no Wednesday 

class during the summer). We are studying 1 Corinthians which is a letter that is extremely relevant and applicable to a 

Christian congregation. In this letter, the Apostle Paul addresses all sorts of issues like having a favorite pastor, divisions 

among Christians, Christian freedom and adiaphora, marriage and divorce, the Lord’s Supper, and so many others. We 

hope you’re able to join us and grow closer to your Savior and your church family through God’s Word! 
 

Weekday Bible Studies 

• Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 6:30 pm, led by Wendy Schibbelhut 

• Women’s Bible Class: Wednesdays at 2:00 pm, led by Nicole Wickus 

• Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am (Online-only) 

Email Jan Westerman if interested and to get the link: jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 

• Men’s Bible Class: Saturdays at 8:00 am at the Kwik Trip north of church (408 Sand Lake Rd),  

led by Steve Loehr 
 

mailto:timjscriver@gmail.com
mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School is offered for children entering preschool through sixth grade next fall. Classes are held from 9:20-10:10 

am. Signs are posted to direct your children to their appropriate classrooms. 

WORSHIP TIMES AND COMMUNION SURVEY 

This last spring, we asked the congregation to complete a survey relating to our worship times (due to the upcoming 

building project) and also the way we’ve distributed the Lord’s Supper since May 2020. We thank everyone who 

responded. When it came to changing worship times to accommodate the building project, the congregation was split 

evenly with the two options that were presented (7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 10:30 am versus 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 

am). After reviewing the comments, one option was suggested by a number of people: 7:45 am, 9:15 am, and 10:45 

am. While we’re not thrilled with potentially starting services on the quarter of the hour, the worship team presented 

that option as a recommendation to the elders, and the elders approved that recommendation. At this point, the 

worship times will continue to remain the same (8:00, 9:15, and 10:30 am). In the future, we may need to temporarily 

move times, and if that happens, we will make sure to communicate any changes. Keep in mind that if a change does 

happen, it will be temporarily and can be adjusted especially when construction comes to an end. 

  

As far as Communion distribution, it became clear that our congregation prefers the continuous flow method of 

receiving the Lord’s Supper. 56% prefers continuous flow and 22% stated they had no preference. We will keep using 

the continuous flow method. One concern expressed has been that sometimes Communion feels a little rushed. Our 

encouragement is to make sure you take time as you come to receive the body and blood of your Savior, and if your 

family prefers to commune together as a small row, don’t be afraid to come up and spread out together. What a great 

blessing to know that whether we commune in rows or continuous flow, it’s Christ and his body and blood that unites us 

together as brothers and sisters as we receive forgiveness through the Lord’s Supper. 

  

The Lord has given us Christian freedom in how we do a lot of different things. While it’s easy to have our own personal 

preferences, we pray that each one of us will continue to remember that gathering around God’s Word and Sacraments 

is the most important thing for us to do as Christians. When it comes to things neither commanded nor forbidden by 

God, we in love can set aside our own personal preferences for the sake of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION 2022-2023 

The pastors have sent out a letter to families with students in grades 6-8 to inform them of the plans for confirmation 

instruction. If you do not receive the letter or would like more information about confirmation instruction, please reach 

out to Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-799-2717.  

WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO PICK SOMEONE UP ON THE WAY TO CHURCH?  

There is an elderly woman who would like to come to church but can no longer drive. She lives by Senor Villa's 

Restaurant in Onalaska.  She would prefer either the 8:00 or 10:30 am service. If you'd be willing to pick her up once in a 

while, please contact Pastor Olson  (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-797-5793). 

FACE PAINTERS FOR ONALASKA COMMUNITY DAYS 

St. Paul's is going to have a booth at Onalaska Community Days on Saturday, August 6th from 9:00 am-1:00 pm. We are 

in need of face painters for that day to attract people to our booth so we can talk to the parents about our ministries. It 

doesn't matter if you have any experience doing this or not. We have paint and even some outlines you can follow to 

paint faces. Please contact Pastor Olson for more details or sign up in the lobby area for a two-hour slot.   

 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
Click on this link to view the Treasurer's Fiscal Year End Report or pick up a copy in the church lobby. 

SEEKING HELP WITH COFFEE HOUR  
We are looking for people to help with Coffee Hour during Bible Study.  We need two people who would be willing to 

volunteer once every 10th Sunday. The time frame for helping would be approximately 7:15 am to 10:45 am including 

attending 8:00 am church. If you would be willing to help, please contact Kathy Rach at kathymrach@gmail.com. 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2ND ANNUAL 5K FUN/WALK/RUN 

St. Paul's second annual 5K Fun/Walk/Run event is set for Saturday, August 13. Click on this link to register for the race 

or pick up a tri-fold brochure in the church lobby. If interested in volunteering to help on the day of this event, please go 

to this link to sign up.  

WOMEN’S RETREAT AUGUST 27 

Registration for Flourish 2022 is now open! The theme is "By Design." More information is available in the church lobby 

or click on this link. 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS AND HOT LUNCH WORKERS NEEDED 

We are looking for active WELS members who will serve as great role models for our students. These part-time positions 

coincide with our school year calendar. We have need of Educational Assistants for all day (about 7:45 am-3:00 pm) and 

half day (about 7:45 -11:30 am).  
 

Our hot lunch program is currently in limbo. Lunches will no longer be free to parents, and prices have increased 

substantially. A parent survey suggests we may not have enough participation to make it work. However, we continue to 

review options so that we do not lose this valuable service for our families. Hiring a new Food Service Director and a hot 

lunch assistant (approximately 11:00 am -1:00 pm) would likely help us move forward. 
 

If you or someone you know has a love for children and serving their Savior, please contact Mr. Benjamin Bain 

(bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 783-4822) or our school office for more information. Applications are available from our 

office and are due by July 14, 2022. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT POSITION AT GOOD SHEPHERD 

Good Shepherd, Holmen is looking to hire an administrative assistant. This position is intended to provide 

administrative, clerical, office automation and receptionist assistance in support of the ministries of Good Shepherd. The 

administrative assistant will work closely with Pastor and Preschool Director/Teacher to coordinate and execute various 

ministry tasks.  The Administrative Assistant position will work up to 15 hours/week. Hours are flexible but preferably 

8:30am -12:30 pm Monday-Friday. The hourly wage is $15 per hour. Seasonal work may result in minimal hours during 

the summer months.  Schedule is to be agreed upon at the time of hiring.  To apply, please submit a cover letter and 

resume to Good Shepherd’s HR Ministry Team through email at hr@goodshepherdholmen.org.  

SUPPORT LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL  

Friends of Luther invite you to a Loggers game on Sunday, August 7. The gates open at 4:00 pm and the first pitch is 

thrown at 5:05 pm. Cost is $15 per person ($7.50 is donated to LHS for every ticket sold). Information is available in the 

church lobby. 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/f27df8eb-55ab-7895-ff39-8b253a11bcca/Treasurers_Report_congregation_July_2022.pdf
mailto:kathymrach@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/d/192DrtjXbB_Ka-uYrXFxxLtqjK-QMDF1h/p/1yyueqElSJ-pcBo9obST_Atlz7LssgUJd/edit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-panther
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-panther
https://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/
mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:hr@goodshepherdholmen.org
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SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The church/school office will be open from Monday through Thursday from 8:00 am until noon. Messages may be left at 

608-783-2552 ext. 0 or info@stpaulsonalaska.org.  

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday Service, 7/28/2022, (6:30 pm): Arthur Klein 

Sunday, 7/31/2022    

(8:00 am) Kevin Barnes, Steve Blado, Cory Schlagel, Brent Zillmer 
(9:15 am) Danny Frame, Brandon Gjestvang, Drew Gronholz 
(10:30 am) Bill Condon, Fritz Hackbarth, Kenneth Loging, Paul Zuberbier, Craig Lenz 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

