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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

This summer’s worship series is entitled “Postcards from Paul.” We’ll be examining accounts from the 

three missionary journeys which he made around the Mediterranean world, and we’ll rejoice in the way that the 

Lord’s Word was shared and how it grew into saving faith in the hearts of many. 

 
“Be a Berean Christian!”  Have you ever heard that said before?  It’s a reference to the Bible account in front of us 

today.  When Paul and his missionary partners traveled to the city of the Berea, the Bereans “examined the 

Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.”  They were careful and conscientious Bible students.  They 

had a desire to know God’s Word and to grow in the Lord’s grace.  That is a Christian attitude to emulate! 

 

 

Theme: 

Berea—Check Your Bible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Shane Krause 

Musicians: Ayren Bateman, Sam Baudek, Jenna Bertolotti, Cole Bryant, Lauren Larson, Marin Schibbelhut, Luke 

Schmeling 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens 
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “God So Loved the World” Ed Cash, Scott Cash, Franni Cash, Martin Cash, Andrew 
Bergthold. “Chief of Sinners” arr. by Branches Band. “God’s Word Is our Great Heritage” arr. by Koine. “May the Peoples Praise You” Keith Getty, Edmond 
Martin Cash, Stuart Townend, Kristyn Getty, David Zimmer 
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Service of the Word 
BELLS AND WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
P: Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Proclaim his salvation day after day. 

 
C: Declare his glory among all nations, his marvelous deeds among all the peoples. (I Chronicles 16:23-24) 

 
P: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  
 
C: That whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

OPENING SONG:                                                                                                                                 “God So Loved the World”   
 

Come all you weary 
Come all you thirsty 

Come to the well 
That never runs dry 
Drink of the water 

Come and thirst no more. 
 

Come all you sinners 
Come find His mercy 

Come to the table 
He will satisfy 

Taste of His goodness 
Find what you're looking for. 

 
For God so loved 

The world that He gave us 
His one and only 

Son to save us 
Whoever believes in Him 

Will live forever. 
 

Bring all your failures 
Bring your addictions 
Come lay them down 

At the foot of the cross 
Jesus is waiting there 

With open arms. 
 

For God so loved 
The world that He gave us 

His one and only 
Son to save us 

Whoever believes in Him 
Will live forever. 
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The power of hell 
Forever defeated 

Now it is well 
I'm walking in freedom 

For God so loved 
God so loved the world. 

 
Praise God, Praise God 

From whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, Praise Him 

For the wonders of His love. 
 

Praise God, Praise God 
From whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, Praise Him 
For the wonders of His love. 

 
For God so loved 

The world that He gave us 
His one and only 

Son to save. 
 

For God so loved 
The world that He gave us 

His one and only 
Son to save us 

Whoever believes in Him 
Will live forever. 

 
The power of hell 
Forever defeated 

Now it is well 
I'm walking in freedom 

For God so loved 
God so love the world. 

 
Bring all your failures 
Bring your addictions 
Come lay them down 

At the foot of the cross 
Jesus is waiting 

God so loved the world. 
 

P: Today as we look at Paul’s missionary journey to the city of Berea, we’ll see that he found Christians there who 
were careful and conscientious Bible students, who “examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was 
true.” (Acts 17:11) We’ll be reminded to follow that practice in our own lives, knowing that “Faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17) 

C: We thank you, Lord, for the gift of your Word and pray that each day we faithfully turn to it for strengthening 
through your Holy Spirit.   
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P:  This morning we confess that we have not always been faithful students of the Word of God. O Lord, we are 
sorry for all our sins. For the times we have compromised your Word: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the times we have despised your Word by not making it a priority in our lives: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For the times we have not trusted its promises: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the times we have failed to trust in your protecting hand: 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: For the times we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, and in our actions. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Silent Confession 
 
HYMN: CW 341                                                                                                                                                   “Chief of Sinners”  

Chief of sinners though I be,  
Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high,  
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine,  

I am his and he is mine! 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,  
Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea,  

Lasting as eternity, 
Love that found me—wondrous thought!— 

Found me when I sought him not. 

 
P: The Lord has heard your cry for mercy. Through Jesus, you are forgiven.  Jesus’ righteousness has been credited 
to you. There is in store for you a crown of righteousness, that the Lord, the righteous Judge will award to you. Be 
at peace, living in the light of God’s full and free forgiveness. 
 

 C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

           Strengthen me, O gracious Lord,  
By your Spirit and your word. 

When my wayward heart would stray,  
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply  
While I live and when I die. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it 

with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                  Jeremiah 23:25-28a  

In a world filled with false world views and lies about God, let God’s encouragement to us ring out: “Speak my Word 

faithfully!” 

 
25 “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a 

dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their 

own minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their 

ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream but let the 

one who has my word speak it faithfully. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                          John 6:35-47  

Jesus is the Bread of Life.  Eat of this bread and live forever. 

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in 
me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the Father 
gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from 
heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 

39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me but raise them up at the 
last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and 
I will raise them up at the last day.” 

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now 
say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 

43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 

draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by 

God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except 

the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 
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HYMN: CW 293                                                                                                                   “God’s Word is our Great Heritage”  

 

God’s Word is our great heritage 

And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way; 

In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure 

Throughout all generations. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                     Acts 17:10-15  

10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish 
synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the 
message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12 As a 
result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men. 

13 But when the Jews in Thessalonica learned that Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, some of them went 
there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up. 14 The believers immediately sent Paul to the coast, but 
Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him to Athens and then left with instructions 
for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 

Theme: Berea—Check Your Bible 

PLEASE STAND 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 
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GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

ANNUAL MINISTRY UPDATE 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from your hand: the 
beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work 
and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank 
you for your saving Word. Through this means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to 
Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

 
C: Strengthen us through the gift of your Word; increase our trust in Christ and our love for one another. 

 
P: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and grow careless in 
our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh 
confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word 
of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions 
that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering and bring 
your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

 
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.  

 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

 
P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 
Silent prayer. 

 
P: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
           Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank


9 

BLESSING  
P:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, singing 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude in your hearts to God. And everything you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:16-17) 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING SONG:                                                                                                                            “May the Peoples Praise You”  

Singers: 
You have called us out of darkest night 

Into Your glorious light 
That we may sing the wonders of 

The risen Christ. 
 

May our every breath retell the grace 
That broke into our strife 

With boundless love and deepest joy 
With endless life. 

 
May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

All the earth is Yours and all within 

Each harvest is Your own 

And from Your hand we give to You 

To make Christ known. 

 

May the seeds of mercy grow in us 

For those who have not heard 

May songs of praise build lives of grace 

To spread Your Word. 

 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

This our holy privilege to declare 

Your praises and Your name 

To every nation, tribe and tongue 

Your church proclaims. 
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May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

Singers: 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

Worthy, worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

All creation praise Your glorious Name. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: July 18, 2021 

 

Prayers 
   Lois Johnson - 80th birthday (7/21)  

   Recovering from a heart attack—Roger Kramer  

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAY SCHOOL, AND CHILDCARE 

Our Adult Bible Study is based on our summer sermon series. We are looking at the Apostle Paul's missionary 

journeys. We encourage parents with kids in middle school and high school to attend Bible study with their kids. Let 

Pastor Ehlke know if you have any questions.   

Schedule:  

Sunday School (PreK-6th Grade) and Childcare (younger than PreK):  
9:20-10:15 am - School Classrooms 

1st Sunday Bible Study: 9:30-10:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

2nd Sunday Bible Study: 10:30-11:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

Childcare (through 4th grade): 10:20-11:15 am - Gym/Grace Room 

ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING TODAY, JULY 18 

St. Paul’s annual voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, July 18, beginning around 11:45 am (after the late morning 

service). Among other business items, our boards will report information on their past and projected future 

ministry efforts, and a Grateful and Growing building project update will be given. 

ST. PAUL’S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Educational Assistant, Morning Surround Care Worker, and Food Service Assistant 

Do you love working with children? We are looking for active WELS members who will serve as great role models 

for our students. These part-time positions coincide with our school year calendar. We have need of an upper grade 

Educational Assistant for all day (approximately 7:45 am-3:00 pm), a worker for morning Surround Care 

(approximately 6:00-7:30 am), and a Food Service Assistant (approximately 11:00 am-1:00 pm). If you or someone 

you know has a love for children and serving their Savior, please contact Mr. Benjamin Bain 

(bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608.783.4822 ext. 222) or our school office for more information. Applications are 

available from our office and are due by Monday, August 2, 2021. 

 

mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
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OUTDOOR SERVICE AND PICNIC 

On Sunday, August 15, we will be combining our 9:15 and 10:30 am worship services into one outdoor service at 

10:00 am. After the 10:00 am service, we’ll be having our church/neighborhood picnic with food, games, and a lot 

of fun. If you’re interested in helping out with either serving or games or in any other way, please contact Tim 

Scriver: timjscriver@gmail.com. We definitely could use some help that weekend!  

WELS NIGHT AT THE LUMBER YARD 

This year's WELS Night at the Loggers will take place on Sunday, July 25. Game time is at 5:05 pm. Tickets can be 

purchased online at lutherhigh.org, in the Mission Advancement office at Luther, Tuesday-Thursday from 9:00-

11:00 am, or at the box office the day of the game. If you have any questions, please contact Christina Sherry at 
608.783.5435 ext. 1134. 

PANTHER PROWL FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK 

St. Paul’s will be hosting a Panther Prowl 5K family fun run/walk on Saturday, August 14. Registration begins at  

7:30 am and the race at 8:00 am. The run/walk will begin and end in the St. Paul’s parking lot.  After the run/walk 

we will have refreshments and fellowship.  

The first 50 participants to register will receive a free Panther Prowl t-shirt. The proceeds from the run/walk will go 

to the Central Africa Medical Mission(CAMM). More information will be available on CAMM, the run/walk, and how 

to register, at the Panther Prowl webpage available soon at stpaulsonalaska.org or pick up a brochure/registration 

form on the table in the church lobby. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL CYMBAL 

Go to this link to view the July Cymbal. Printed copies are available in the church lobby. 

FLOURISH WOMEN’S RETREAT 

A women’s retreat will be held at St. John’s Lutheran Church and School Saturday, August 28, from 9:00 am until 

1:30 pm. More information is available at this link or pick up a flyer in the church lobby. Cost is $10 and attendees 

must pre-register by Monday, August 23. To register go to: http://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org. 

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The church/school office will be open Tuesday thru Thursday, from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm now through August 2. Please 
send weekly announcements to the office one week prior to the desired posting date. We will only be checking phone 
messages during office hours. In case of an emergency, please contact one of the pastors using their cell phone numbers 
listed below. 
 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

mailto:timjscriver@gmail.com
https://www.lutherhigh.org/
file://///fs3/officestaff/BULLETIN/cymbal_july_21.pdf
file://///fs3/officestaff/BULLETIN/FlourishRegistration21.pdf
http://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

