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St. Paul’s 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's Word and 
sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  
 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive his 
gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 
and powerful Word.  

Our summer worship series is entitled “The Heroes of Faith.”  Hebrews 11 provides us with many examples of how God’s 
chosen people were blessed by the Holy Spirit with a strong saving faith.  Their faith was evident in the way they lived 
their lives.  During these summer months we’ll be encouraged as we remember that “Faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1) 
 
Faith would be easy if we could only prove it. If we could see God, if we could see the future, if we could see heaven, we 
wouldn't struggle so much with our faith and clinging to his promises. Today we are going to see Joseph who trusted in 
God's promise even though he would never see if fulfilled during his lifetime. May the Lord help us with our own faith! 
 
 
 

Heroes of Faith:  
God Works for the Good 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  
Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

   Musicians: Tyler Crick (Thursday), Jeremy Fluegge (Saturday) 
Cover Art: Lori Ehlke 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used 
by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642.   
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Service of the Word 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Commit your way to the LORD; 

Congregation: Trust in him and he will do this: 
  

P:  He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, 

C:  Your vindication like the noonday sun. 

P:  Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 

C:  Do not fret when people succeed in their ways,when they carry out their wicked schemes. Psalm 37:5-7 

P:  Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. 

C:  He is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. Psalm 62:1-2 

P:  My salvation and my honor depend on God; 

C:  he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 

P:  Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, 

C:  For God is our refuge. Psalm 62:7-8 

OPENING HYMN: CW 415 verse 1-2               “Be Still My Soul” 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change he faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

To guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 
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STAND 

P:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:   (spoken) And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 
his mercy. 

C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P:   God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 
will. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Faithful Lord, you have kept every promises to us who are unworthy to receive them, and yet we still struggle in 
our faith. Point us to your Son who was the fulfillment of your greatest promise and the source of forgiveness that 
we need. Help us to trust in you who is faithful, even in the things that we will not see in this life, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                               Genesis 50:22-26 

Note the trust in God's promise of the promised land which he knew would eventually be fulfilled. 

22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years 23 and saw the third 
generation of Ephraim’s children. Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees. 

 
24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out of this 

land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and 
said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.” 

26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                                           Joshua 24:28-32 

After Joshua and the Israelites had conquered the land promised to them by the Lord, they put on display a faith which 
trusted that God had given them that Promised Land. 

 

Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 

29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 30 And they buried 
him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Serah in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 

31 Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who had experienced 
everything the LORD had done for Israel. 

32 And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the tract of land that 
Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of silver[b] from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This became the 

inheritance of Joseph’s descendants. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+24%3A28-32&version=NIV#fen-NIV-6509b
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HYMN OF RESPONSE: CW 434 verse 1         “Lord, You I Love with All My Heart” 

Lord, you I love with all my heart;  
I pray you ne’er from me depart; 
With tender mercies cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share;  
Heaven itself were void and bare 
If you, Lord, were not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break,  
My trust in you no one could shake. 
You are the treasure I have sought;  

Your precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust your Word. 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                                John 4:43-54 

The royal official demonstrates that faith is taking Jesus at his Word. 

43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own 
country.) 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 

the Passover Festival, for they also had been there. 

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official 
whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him 

and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 

48 “Unless you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” 

49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” 

The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that 
his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the 

afternoon, the fever left him.” 

53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his 
whole household believed. 

54 This was the second sign Jesus performed after coming from Judea to Galilee. 

C:  (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ!  

BE SEATED  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 416, verses 1-4:                                             “How Firm a Foundation” 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 

What more can he say than to you he has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

In ev’ry condition, in sickness, in health, 
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth, 

At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea— 
The Lord, the Almighty, your strength e’er shall be. 

“Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

“When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow, 

For I will be with you your troubles to bless 
And sanctify to you your deepest distress. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                 Hebrews 11:1-2, 22 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were 
commended for. 

22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions 
concerning the burial of his bones. 

 

Heroes of Faith:  
God Works for the Good 

STAND 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are available for your convenience:  

         1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

  3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 
Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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P:   O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and 
truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   (spoken) Amen. 

P:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. (Romans 15:13) 
 

           The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 416, verse 5                “How Firm a Foundation” 

“Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love, 

And then, when gray hair shall their temples adorn 
Like lambs they shall still on my shoulders be borne.” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: July 19, 2020 
 

 

Church News 
 

St. Paul’s Ministry Update 

As we’re about a month into summer and in the midst of different changes due to COVID-19, here’s an update on different 
ways we’re helping you stay connected to your Savior and his Word during these summer months as well as different things 

happening during these summer months.  As plans start getting made for the Fall, we’ll strive to share them with you as soon 
as possible.  If you need anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to any of the pastors.  

  
Ministry Update & Annual Voters’ Meeting: 

On Sunday, July 26 at 6:30 pm, we will have our annual voters’ meeting.  Topics for the voters’ meeting will be extending a 
part-time call for our school, approving appointments for various boards, an update on the initial stages of looking into 

expanding our facilities, and also a presentation regarding our plans for worship, Bible class, and Sunday School in the Fall.  On 
the weekend of August 2, we’ll be providing in our worship services a ministry update as well.  Included in that we hope to 

present some plans for the Fall when it comes to worship, Bible study, and Sunday School.  
   

Thank You! 
We have been blessed by dozens of individuals who have helped in a wide variety of ways at St. Paul’s during the last few 

months of changes.  Thank you to all who have served as musicians, singers, ushers, technology people, and so many other 
people who are helping us gather around God’s Word. 

  
Worship: 

We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm (masks are required at the 
Saturday service), and Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am.  We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to 

keep our sanctuary at 25% capacity.  You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org.  You will also be 
able to see how many people have signed up for the service.  The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services 

have plenty of room 

Our Website was down on Sunday: 
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website.  A copy of the service will be posted after the 
8:00 am service.This past Sunday morning our website provider went down which meant that no one could watch the live 

stream service through our website.  Hopefully that never happens again, but if it does, you can always access both the 
Livestream service and the archived service through our Youtube channel.  

 

In Our Prayers:  
 Divine Call—Pastor Olson 

 Health Care Workers 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
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Facebook Devotions: 
The pastors continue to do Facebook devotions Monday-Friday.  If you don’t have Facebook, you should still be able to access 

them by visiting our website.   
  

Bible Class: 
Our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom Bible studies will continue throughout the summer.  You can email Pastor Ehlke if you’d like to 

get the zoom link: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.   
  

Stay-up-to-date: 
We’ve been mainly staying in contact with our members with our weekly news and the Sunday news and notes section of the 
worship folder that’s found online.  Email lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org if you’d like to sign-up to receive the weekly e-news.   

  
If you don’t have internet access (or know someone who doesn’t) and would like to receive a weekly copy of the weekly news, 

please contact the church office: 783-2552.   
  

Paskes Moving:   
Our new 8th grade teacher, Corey Paske, and his wife Erin (who will be teaching at Christ-St. John’s) will be arriving over the 

next few weeks.  A card box will be available in the entryway at church.  Installation is currently planned for August 16.  
  

School Update: 
Our principal and school leaders have been discussing the next school year and have met with other school leaders in the 

area.  We will be making families aware of our plans as they are made over the next few weeks.   

SCRIP ORDERING 
In keeping with social distancing, SCRIP cards will not currently be sold on Sunday mornings. If you would like to 
purchase SCRIP cards you can email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org to place an order. Orders can be picked 
up in the Church office during summer office hours, Tuesday-Thursday 8 am to 2pm. 

OPERATIONS MANAGER 
Lydia Walter has been hired as St. Paul’s new Operations Manager. Lydia is am an alumnus of Bethany Lutheran College, 
with a bachelor’s degree in Communication and a minor in Business Administration. She has a background in sales, 
customer service, and marketing. She lives in La Crescent with her husband, Ryan, daughter, Amelia, and two Labrador 
Retrievers.  

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE  
A member of our congregation has generously donate face masks for those in need. They are free of charge and may be 
picked up in the hallway outside the church/school office. What a wonderful example of using your time and talents to be 
a blessing to others. 
 

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:  
Thankoffering given last week: $29,123 ($23,004 needed to meet weekly budget) 
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $64,137 
7/12/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $46,009 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793   dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 
 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

