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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

This summer’s worship series is entitled “Postcards from Paul.” We’ll be examining accounts from the 

three missionary journeys which he made around the Mediterranean world, and we’ll rejoice in the way that the 

Lord’s Word was shared and how it grew into saving faith in the hearts of many. 

 

On the 4th of July we thank the Lord for the many freedoms we have in our country. As we travel to Philippi this 

week, we'll see that Jesus gives us an even greater freedom - freedom from sin, freedom from death, and then a 

freedom to selflessly serve those around us. 

 

Theme: 

Philippi—Rejoice in Your Freedom! 
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Divine Service I 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Congregation: Declare his glory among all nations, his marvelous deeds among all the peoples.  

(I Chronicles 16:23-24) 

All: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

OPENING HYMN: CW 538             “The Church’s One Foundation” 

The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is his new creation by water and the Word. 

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

 

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued. 

 

The Church shall never perish. Her dear Lord, to defend, 

To guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end. 

Though there be those that hate her and strive to see her fail, 

Against both foe and traitor she ever shall prevail. 

 

Though with a scornful wonder the world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

 

Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest 

And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Lord God, our Maker and our Redeemer, this is your world and we are your people: 

C:   Come among us and save us. 
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P:  We confess that we have too often taken our freedom for granted, and we have too frequently been negligent 

in our citizenship.  Lord, be merciful: 

C:  Forgive us our sin. 

P:  We confess that at times we are too quick to criticize and too slow to intercede.  Lord, be merciful: 

C:  Forgive us our sin. 

P:  We confess that our self-interests have too often taken priority over the best interest you have in mind for our 

nation and for our world. Lord, be merciful: 

C:  Forgive us our sin. 

P:  We confess that although we have heard the good news of Christ, we have often failed to share it with others; 

Lord, be merciful: 

C:  Forgive us our sin. 

P:  We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, nor our neighbors as ourselves; Lord, be merciful: 

C:  Forgive us our sin. 

P:  Draw us together as one people who do your will, so that we may be a light to our nation, leading the way to 

your eternal kingdom. 

C:  Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P:  You tell us through Scripture that, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 

will heal their land.” (II Chronicles 7:14)  

Therefore, as we celebrate this Independence Day, we ask you to forgive our sins and heal our land. Continue 

to shower upon us your freedoms: freedom from sin, freedom from death, and the freedom to selflessly serve 

those around us. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

HYMN OF RESPONSE:                                                                                                                  “May the Peoples Praise You” 

Singer: 

You have called us out of darkest night 

Into Your glorious light 

That we may sing the wonders of 

The risen Christ. 
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May our every breath retell the grace 

That broke into our strife 

With boundless love and deepest joy 

With endless life. 

 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

Singer and Congregation: 

All the earth is Yours and all within 

Each harvest is Your own 

And from Your hand we give to You 

To make Christ known. 

 

May the seeds of mercy grow in us 

For those who have not heard 

May songs of praise build lives of grace 

To spread Your Word. 

 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

This our holy privilege to declare 

Your praises and Your name 

To every nation, tribe and tongue 

Your church proclaims. 

 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

Singer: 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

Worthy, worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

All creation praise Your glorious Name. 
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Singer and Congregation: 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

 

May the peoples praise You 

Let the nations be glad 

All Your blessing comes 

That we may praise 

May praise the Name of Jesus. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that your Church may 

worship you in peace and joy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                    Philippians 1:12-18a, 27-30 

12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the 

gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in 

chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord 

and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 

15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, 

knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not 

sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But what does it matter? The 

important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I 

rejoice. 

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see 

you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one 

for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them 

that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf 

of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you 

saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

PLEASE STAND 
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After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                        John 18:33-37 

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What is it you have 

done?” 

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the 

Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the 

truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

NICENE CREED 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in 

unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 417          “I’m But a Stranger Here” 

I’m but a stranger here; heav’n is my home. 

Earth is a desert drear; heav’n is my home. 

Danger and sorrow stand round me on ev’ry hand. 

Heav’n is my fatherland; heav’n is my home. 

 

What though the tempest rage, heav’n is my home. 

Short is my pilgrimage; heav’n is my home. 

And time’s wild, wintry blast soon shall be overpast; 

I shall reach home at last; heav’n is my home. 

 

There at my Savior’s side—heav’n is my home— 

I shall be glorified; heav’n is my home. 

There are the good and blest, those I love most and best, 

And there I, too, shall rest; heav’n is my home. 

 

Therefore I murmur not; heav’n is my home. 

Whate’er my earthly lot, heav’n is my home. 

And I shall surely stand there at my Lord’s right hand. 

Heav’n is my fatherland; heav’n is my home. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                      Acts 16:16-34 

16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she 

predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and 

the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be 

saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally, Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the 

spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her. 

19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them before the magistrates and said, 

“These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to 

accept or practice.” 

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and 

beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was 

commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened 

their feet in the stocks. 

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 

them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all 
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the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison 

doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But 

Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and 

asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the 

word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 

washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his 

house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole 

household. 

Theme: Philippi—Rejoice in Your Freedom! 

STAND 

After the sermon, the congregation sings:  

 

BE SEATED 
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GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Redeemer of the World, you once came on a rescue mission to deliver the human race from bondage to sin, 

death, and the devil. In you alone can true freedom be found. Your blood bought our freedom. Our souls are 

no longer slaves to sin, and death is not our master.  

C:  We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear.  

P:  Although you have not promised us an earthly life free from danger or oppression, you have promised to give 

us the strength to overcome Satan and his allies. You have assured us that the Crown of Life is waiting for all 

who put their trust in you.  

C:  Help us to turn to you for strength during trials and keep us standing firm in your promise of eternal life. 

P:   Lord, you have added to this blessing. You have allowed us to live in a country that gives us the freedom to 

serve and worship you. Our laws grant us personal freedoms that so many of the people of this world do not 

have. Our nation’s law enforcement officers and our nation’s military personnel stand behind those laws and 

defend those freedoms.  

C:  We thank you for these undeserved gifts, and we ask that you preserve these freedoms for our children and 

our children’s children.  

Special prayers. 

P:  We thank you, Lord for our country. Hold it always in the palm of your hand. We thank you especially for the 

freedoms that are ours through Christ: freedom from sin, death, and the freedom to selflessly serve those 

around us.  

C:  We thank you Lord for freedom. Amen. 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 

not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  (spoken) And also with you.  

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C:  (spoken) We lift them up to the Lord.  

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C:  (spoken) It is good and right so to do.  

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with 

all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

BE SEATED 
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DISTRIBUTION 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 618                      “Before the Lord We Bow” 

Before the Lord we bow,  

The God who reigns above 

And rules the world below  

In boundless pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring; in joy and praise  

Our hearts we raise to heav’n’s high King. 

 

The nation you have blessed  

May well your love declare, 

From foes and fears at rest,  

Protected by your care. 

For this fair land, for this bright day 

Our thanks we pay—gifts of your hand. 

 

May ev’ry mountain height, 

 Each vale and forest green, 

Shine in your Word’s pure light  

And its rich fruits be seen! 

May ev’ry tongue be tuned to praise 

And join to raise a grateful song! 

 

Earth, hear your Maker’s voice;  

Your great Redeemer own. 

Believe, obey, rejoice,  

And worship him alone. 

Cast down your pride! Your sin deplore 

And bow before the Crucified! 

 

And when in pow’r he comes,  

Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs  

Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, And, joyful, sing 

To heav’n’s high King Salvation’s song! 

STAND 
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THANKSGIVING  Song of Simeon 

 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C:  (spoken) And his mercy endures forever.  

BLESSING 

P:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 

thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will 

not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after 

day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C:  (spoken) Amen.  

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  (spoken) Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN: CW 619                     “God Bless our Native Land” 

God bless our native land! 

Firm may she ever stand 

Through storm and night! 

When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do thou our country save 

By thy great might. 

 

For her our prayers shall rise 

To God above the skies; 

On him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye, 

To thee aloud we cry, 

God save the state! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: July 4, 2021 

 

Prayers 
  For Janet Gilbertson's brother-in-law—recovery from brain surgery (7/1) 

  For the losses felt from Florida Condo collapse 

  The spread of the gospel throughout the world 

  89th Birthday—Dorthy Yahnke (7/1) 

  65th Wedding Anniversary—Bill and Elaine Zierke (7/7) 

WORSHIP UPDATES 

Our Saturday 5:00 pm service will no longer be held starting in July.  

Please note the following modifications have been adopted for our worship life here at St. Paul’s:  

• Ropes have been removed from the pews. Feel free to utilize all of our pews for seating. 

• Communion servers will no longer wear gloves and masks when distributing the Lord’s Supper. They will 

continue to sanitize their hands before communion distribution. 

SUMMER BIBLE STUDY, SUNDAY SCHOOL, AND CHILDCARE 

Our adult Bible study is based on our summer sermon series and is looking at the Apostle Paul's missionary 

journeys. There will be no Sunday School or childcare at St. Paul’s on July 4. However, adult Bible class will be 

held at its usual 9:30 am and 10:30 am times.  

Schedule:  

1st Sunday Bible Study: 9:30-10:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

2nd Sunday Bible Study: 10:30-11:15 am - Fellowship Hall 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAY, JULY 18 
Sunday, July 18, we will be holding the 9:15 am service outside in the green space near the playground. We will 
have some chairs available but please consider bringing your own chairs to sit on if you are able.   

ANNUAL VOTERS’ MEETING ON SUNDAY, JULY 18 

St. Paul’s annual voters’ meeting will be held on Sunday, July 18, beginning around 11:45 am (after the late morning 

service). Among other business items, our boards will report information on their past and projected future 

ministry efforts, and a Grateful and Growing building project update will be given. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY - COUNTY FAIR BOOTH 
All the WELS churches in the area join together in occupying a booth at the La Crosse County Fair. St. Paul's day to 

run the booth will be Friday, July 16th from 11:00 am-10:00 pm. We are looking for about 2-3 helpers per time slot 

to help run the booth. Your duties will be smiling, greeting people, handing out school supplies and in general, 

being the face of our WELS churches.  
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We are also looking for donations of new school supplies (backpacks, crayons, pencils, rulers, glue, folders/binders, 

etc) which you can bring to the church at any time before July 16th. If you'd like to sign up for a section of time that 

day, you can sign up on the online form here, or in the church lobby.  

RECOVERY IN CHRIST 

Recovery in Christ will NOT meet Sunday, July 4th. It will continue to meet on future Sundays, 6:00 pm here at  

St. Paul's. Recovery in Christ will meet at 1:00 pm at the Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry Street, La Crosse). 

Call/text Pastor Bill Bader at 608.567.3038 to confirm dates/times.  

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, July 5, at 6:30 pm. The topic will 

be: Loneliness. 

GRIEF SUPPORT 

We will meet at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills on Tuesday, July 6 at 7:00 pm. Our topic for discussion will be 

"Living with Grief." If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come for encouragement from fellow Christians 

and for comfort from God's word.    

SAVE THE DATE 

On Sunday, August 15, we will be combining our 9:15 and 10:30 am worship services into one outdoor service at 

10:00 am. After the 10:00 am service, we’ll be having our church/neighborhood picnic with food, games, and a lot 

of fun. If you’re interested in helping out with either serving or games or in any other way, please contact Tim 

Scriver: timjscriver@gmail.com. We definitely could use some help that weekend!  

WELS NIGHT AT THE LUMBER YARD 

This year's WELS Night at the Loggers will take place on Sunday, July 25. Game time is at 5:05 pm. Tickets can be 

purchased online at lutherhigh.org, in the Mission Advancement office at Luther, Tuesday-Thursday from 9:00-

11:00 am, or at the box office the day of the game. If you have any questions, please contact Christina Sherry at 
608.783.5435 ext. 1134. 

CREATION MUSEUM AND ARK ENCOUNTER 
English Lutheran Church in Viroqua will be chartering a bus to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter 

in October. Information can be found on the table in the Church lobby. Any questions should be directed to Pastor 

Rob Williams. You can email him at robdwil7366@yahoo.com.  

 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

The church/school office will be open Tuesday thru Thursday, from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm now through August 2. 
Please send weekly announcements to the office one week prior to the desired posting date. We will only be 
checking phone messages during office hours. In case of an emergency, please contact one of the pastors using 
their cell phone numbers listed below. 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-lacrosse
mailto:timjscriver@gmail.com
https://www.lutherhigh.org/
mailto:robdwil7366@yahoo.com
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

