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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means “to appear.” Salvation has appeared 

in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. 

You see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our 

understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind’s natural assumptions about him. In other words, 

the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That’s what the 

Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life 

in his kingdom will be uncovered. 

 

Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say we will believe something when we see it. That presents a 

problem when it comes to the work of God. So often what our eye sees differs from what God decrees. This is true 

of the life of Jesus. In the eyes of the world, he was nothing special. This is also true in the life of the Christian. To 

the world, the believer does not look more blessed than the unbeliever. In fact, the believer may appear to have 

more hardships as the devil and his allies attempt to destroy him. So, to assure his children, God connects his grace, 

power, and blessing to something we can see—a visible sign: the anointing of baptism. 

 

 

Theme:  

Anointing Uncovered: What the Eye Sees Differs From What God Decrees 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Organist: Joleen Stratman 

Musicians: Dennis and Jill Bertolotti 
 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense 
A-715642. Service of the Word. © 1992 Northwestern Publishing House. “I Have Set My King in Zion” Karl Kohlhase. 
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Service of the Word 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CWS 685                    “Through Simple Water, Drawn and Poured” 

Through simple water, drawn and poured,  

United with his pow’rful Word, 

In baptism Jesus sets us free 

From sin’s dread pow’r and slavery. 

There at the font with promise true 

God brings his saving grace anew— 

The sin-infected soul he heals 

And all his pard’ning love reveals. 

My sinful self was crucified 

With Christ, as if I, too, had died; 

And as he rose, I also rise 

To live with strength that he supplies. 

From that day on God helps me drown 

Th sinful self and hold it down. 

I am made new; I’m born again, 

Repenting, trusting, serving him. 

When doubts arise, when sin assails, 

The pow’r of baptism never fails. 

“I am baptized! What should I fear? 

God’s love for me is always near!” 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: (spoken) And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we 

have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and 

plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you 

and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 



4 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 680, verses 1 & 4           “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 

Baptized into your name most holy, 

O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 

Among your saints, your chosen host.  

Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 

Your Spirit now shall live within. 

 

All that I am and love most dearly— 

Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely; 

Help me your faithful child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own 

Serve any will but yours alone. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your 

children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED 

BAPTISM (10:30 SERVICE): Royal Westley Kostuchowski 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING:                                                                                                                                                    I Samuel 16:1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your 

horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be 

king.” 
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2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 

and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 

4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met 

him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 

sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does 

not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this 

one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked 

Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and 

handsome features. 

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit 

of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 2 

The singer sings the first refrain and the verses; the congregation sings repeated refrains. 

 

Congregation: repeat refrain  
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Singer:  

Why do nations conspire, the people plot in vain? 

Kings and rulers take counsel against the Lord and His Christ. 

Let us break their bonds asunder and cast their cords away. 

He who sits in the heavens, the Lord laughs them to scorn, 

Then He’ll speak in His fury and frighten them with His wrath. 

I have set my King in Zion upon my holy hill. 

Congregation: repeat refrain 

Singer:  

Hear the Lord’s decree of me. 

He said, “You are my Son. 

You, this day, I’ve begotten. 

Now ask of Me and I’ll give 

All the nations you’ll inherit 

To rule with an iron rod. 

Oh, kings, show wisdom and listen; you rulers all be warned. 

Serve the Lord now with trembling, with rev’rence honor the Son. 

For His wrath may soon be kindled; the blessed take refuge in Him. 

Congregation: repeat refrain 

SECOND READING:                                                                                                                                                          Titus 3:4-7 

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom 

he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we 

might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 377                “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” 

To Jordan’s river came our Lord,  

The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 

The God from God, the Light from Light,  

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 

The Savior came to be baptized— 

The Son of God in flesh disguised— 

To stand beneath the Father’s will  

And all his promises fulfill. 
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As Jesus in the Jordan stood  

And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove,  

Descended on him from above. 

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound  

Came God’s own voice with words profound: 

“This is my Son,” was his decree,  

“The one I love, who pleases me.” 

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight  

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

 To save the world and free us all. 

Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute!  

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,  

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                           Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the 

Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the 

straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 

fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff 

with unquenchable fire.” 

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was 

opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are 

my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

Theme:  

Anointing Uncovered: What the Eye Sees Differs From What God Decrees 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
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The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of Man, fulfilling all righteousness. Your 

heavenly Father revealed you as his beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased. The Holy Spirit revealed you as 

the Christ, anointed and armed to destroy the work of the devil. 

C: We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature of a servant, became like us, and 

were obedient to the will of your heavenly Father. 

P:  Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word and gracious promises to the water 

of Holy Baptism. In Baptism you cleansed us from sin, redeemed us from death, and clothed us in your 

perfect righteousness. We praise you for the promise and treasure of Baptism. 

C:  Encourage us to remember our baptisms daily as we die to sin and rise to new life with you. 

Special prayers and intercession. 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

P:  We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord and ask you to hear us. Take all that we 

have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 

C:  We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your 

grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C:  Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come,  

Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:  CW 679        “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It” 

God’s own child, I gladly say it: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 

Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 

That brought me salvation free, 

Lasting to eternity! 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: 

Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 

Since my baptism did release me 

In a dear forgiving flood, 

Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

 Satan, hear this proclamation: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation; 

I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

All your might has come unraveled, 

And, against your tyranny, 

God, my Lord, unites with me! 
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Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 

To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

Baptism has the strength divine 

To make life immortal mine. 

There is nothing worth comparing 

To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: 

Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

Still my soul continues praising: 

I am baptized into Christ; 

I’m a child of paradise! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: January 9, 2022 

 

Prayers 

    Divine Call—was extended to Karen Riley. Karen currently serves as the kindergarten teacher at Peace 

Lutheran School in Sun Prairie, WI.  

    Baptism (10:30)—Royal Westley Kostuchowski, son of Joseph and Courtney 

    Recovery from Covid—Randy and Carolyn Bader 

SUNDAY/WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 

There will be no Sunday morning Bible studies today due to the Open Forum. We will resume our Sunday morning 

Isaiah Bible Class on January 16 (9:20 am and 10:20 am). The Wednesday 9:00 am class will resume January 12. 

TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

The Tuesday Women's Bible study will begin studying the book of Mark on Tuesday, January 11 in the Fellowship 

Hall. Please join them at 9:00 am. 

CHECK OUT THE WINTER BIBLE STUDIES 

Start your new year off by joining one of the many Bible studies St. Paul’s offers. A complete list of studies is available 

as you leave the sanctuary.  
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CHILDCARE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STARTING POINT CLASSES 
God has blessed us with a number of people who want to learn more about the gospel of Jesus Christ through our 

Starting Point class this winter. However, there is a need for childcare so that parents can take the class. Would you 

like to volunteer so that these parents can take this class? The class is once a week on Mondays at 6:30 pm - 7:30 

pm and starts on January 10th. It'll run for 15 weeks. Please contact Pastor Olson (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org) if 

you'd be willing to help out, even if it's only a week or two.  

PRE-MARRIAGE CLASSES 
In the past, couples getting married here have taken pre-marriage classes individually with one of the pastors. This 

year we’re inviting couples who are getting married to do these classes together as a group. The pastors will take 

turns teaching a five week pre-marriage class on Sundays at 9:20 am starting January 9. Couples who got married in 

the last few years are more than welcome to attend the class too. If you are interested in attending, please email 

Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. We will be focusing on what God says about marriage, the blessings God 

gives in marriage, and also some godly advice on how to deal with struggles that newlyweds face.  

GRATEFUL AND GROWING UPDATES 
Our Finance Team has created a financial plan that will help our congregation see how we would be able to fund the 

Grateful and Growing building project while still making sure we are faithfully carrying out the day-to-day ministry 

that God has given us here at St. Paul’s. That plan can be picked up in the entryway of our church. There are two 

documents on the front and back of one sheet: a spreadsheet and assumptions/parameters that build the 

spreadsheet.  

We are giving this information to our congregation ahead of time so that you can have time to think through it and 

come to the upcoming open forums with any questions you may have. Before the congregation votes, there will be 

three open forums which everyone is invited to attend.  The open forum dates and times are:  

Sunday, January 9th at 9:15 and 10:30 am  

Wednesday, January 12th at 6:30 pm.   

Finally, there will be a voter's meeting on Sunday, January 23rd at 11:45 am to decide on moving forward with this 

building project. We hope to see you there at an open forum and the voter's meeting.  

GRATEFUL AND GROWING FUND APPEAL 
We are excited by the number of members who have responded to our Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal. 

To everyone who has responded, THANK YOU! So far, the kick-off gifts and the 3-year pledges we have received total 

over $2,070,000. 

Just a reminder that the three-year period for fulfilling your commitment to Grateful and Growing officially begins 

January 2022. There are multiple ways to make your regular, ongoing gift. If you received physical envelopes, you will 

find Grateful and Growing envelopes spread throughout the pack. We also have Grateful and Growing envelopes 

available on the table in the entryway. Perhaps, the most convenient way to give your ongoing commitment is by 

doing so online.  For tax purposes and your own records, please note that loose checks placed in the offering basket 

without an envelope do not get recorded to your contribution statement.    

CALL MEETING UPDATE 
Led by the Holy Spirit, the voters of St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church have extended a Divine Call to Mrs. Karen Riley to 

be our kindergarten teacher and serve as teacher liaison for our Surround Care program. We appreciate your 

mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
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prayers as she deliberates her Calls. There were no names submitted for the ½ time 3K teaching position, so we did 

not issue a Call for that position last night. 

EVERY MEMBER VISITS 

It’s a great privilege to be able to serve the people of our congregation with God’s Word as well to mutually encourage 

each other in our faith.  To help us better serve you, we are planning to visit as many households in our congregation 

as possible over the next few months leading up to Lent. To help coordinate this, we are asking you to take a look at 

the Every Member Visit link on our website (www.stpaulsonalaska.org) and schedule a time to visit with one of the 

pastors. Once you schedule a visit, the pastor who will be visiting will confirm the day/time/location.  If you don’t 

have internet access, please contact the church office to arrange a day/time.  -Your Pastors 

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE ANNUAL SIGNATURE AD  

The annual signature ad commemorating all of the precious lives lost to abortion will be in the La Crosse Tribune on 

Sunday, January 23. Forms will be available next week so you can add your name to the list of those who value the 

sanctity of life. Forms will be located next to the Bible study information as you leave the sanctuary. 

WELS HOME MISSIONS 

St. Paul's Outreach Board wants to partner with WELS Mission Journeys to support our WELS home mission churches. 

This would entail reaching out with the gospel with 4-6 members of our congregation and going to a home mission 

location in the United States and in the future, internationally. It could entail canvassing, supporting a soccer camp, 

bible camp, Sunday school/etc as the host congregation plans these events. We are looking within the congregation 

for an individual(s) to coordinate and be the team leader(s). If interested, you can talk to Pastor Olson or contact Dan 

Braund at 608-769-4030. For more information visit:  https://wels.net/missionjourneys/  

BLOOD DRIVE 

St. Paul's is hosting a Red Cross blood drive on Monday, January 17, 2022 from 12:30 PM - 05:30 PM.  To make an 

appointment, go online to RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-733-2767. Please note: You can donate blood if you were 

vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine manufactured by AstraZeneca, Janssen/J&J, Moderna, Novavax, or Pfizer 

providing you are symptom-free and fever-free. 

SNOW REMOVAL 

The Board of Trustees is looking for volunteers for snow removal on our public sidewalks. We have a snow blower 

available to use. If interested, please contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608-783-2552 ext. 233. 

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School is blessed to partner with parents in the Christian education of their children. Educational 
assistants would work primarily within a classroom each school day. 

Requirements 
• Minimum high school diploma 

• Ability to work professionally and proficiently in a dynamic, diversified setting 

• A desire to actively support the mission, vision, and objectives of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 

The estimated need is for 3-4 hours each morning school is in session. A position description is available upon 
request. Please contact office@stpaulsonalaska.org or call 608-783-4822 for information. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
https://wels.net/missionjourneys/
mailto:office@stpaulsonalaska.org
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OTHER ST. PAUL’S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
We are currently accepting applications for full or part-time custodian positions to assist in maintaining cleanliness 

and general appearance of the facilities. Ability to perform various small maintenance tasks and light upkeep is a plus. 

Interested applicants should contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608-783-2552 ext 233 for more details 

and to pick up an application. 

We are still looking to hire people for the following positions: Food Service Director and assistant, and 2 afternoon 

Surround Care positions (3:00-6:00 pm). Applications are available in the school office. Questions? Contact 

Benjamin Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-4822 ext. 222). 

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Offering envelopes are here and in the church lobby. If you want physical envelopes, but don’t see your name in the 

stack of envelopes, please write your name on the sign-up sheet. For online giving options, head to 

www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give. 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements will be e-mailed to members who have e-mail addresses in our data base and gave offerings in 

2021 either electronically or by using their envelopes. If you don’t see your giving statement in your in-box at the 

end of next week, please check your spam or junk folder, last year some statements were found there.  

Don’t have an e-mail address?? A sign-up sheet is in the church lobby or contact the church/school office at 

608.783.2552 ext. 0 to request one.  

OFFERING PLATES 

Since our offerings to the Lord are a part of our worship and response to his grace and mercy, our Council made the 

decision that we will resume passing offering plates starting in the new year.   

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO JESUS 

Anticipated weekly offering = $27,159, received last week = $42,808 

Anticipated offerings year to date = $733,290, received to date = $727,519 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  
 

mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

