
 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

  1201 Main Street, Onalaska 

  608.783.2552 stpaulsonalaska.org 

 

January 8, 2023 

 



2 

 

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 

Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

 

JESUS APPEARS! The Gospels tell only a little about Jesus’ life as an infant. After the visit from the Magi and 

the mention of Jesus and his family’s fleeing to Egypt and return to Nazareth, nothing is recorded until St. Luke 

briefly discusses the desire of the boy Jesus to be in the temple. Then, Scripture falls silent, telling us nothing 

about almost two decades of Jesus’ life. For most of Jesus' adult life, he lived quietly in Galilee, practicing the 

carpentry he had learned from his adoptive father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Jesus was not famous. But 

at the exact time God the Father had appointed, Jesus left that obscurity behind. The word epiphany means 

“appearance.” In the Season of Epiphany, we watch Jesus begin his public ministry. Jesus makes his first 

appearances. And in those appearances, it quickly becomes clear that this is more than a random carpenter’s 

son. As Jesus appears, we see exactly who he is and what he came to do.  

Theme: Jesus Appears as the Savior of the Nations 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 
Organist: Tricia Bain 
Other Musicians: (Sunday singers) Zach and Faith Johnson, Race Kohl, April Miller 

  
 
Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and 
OneLicense A-715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. “Psalm 72A” Tune: Stephen Pishner 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refrain). “Gospel Acclamation” Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. “Joy Has Dawned” Text: Stuart 
Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Text: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 715642 
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Bells and Welcome 

370 How Lovely Shines the Morning Star   CW 370 sts. 1–2 

1 How lovely shines the Morning Star! 

The nations see and hail afar 

    the light in Judah shining. 

O David’s son of Jacob’s race, 

my Bridegroom and my King of grace, 

    for you my heart is pining. 

        Lowly, holy, great and glorious, 

    O victorious, Prince of graces, 

filling all the heav’nly places. 

 

2 O highest joy by mortals won, 

true Son of God and Mary’s son, 

    the highborn King of ages! 

In your blest body let me be, 

e’en as the branch is in the tree, 

    your life my life supplying. 

        Sighing, crying for the savor 

    of your favor, resting never 

till I rest in you forever. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy    CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

370 How Lovely Shines the Morning Star   CW 370 sts. 4–5 

4 Oh, joy to know that you, my friend, 

are Lord, beginning without end, 

    the first and last, eternal! 

And you at length—O glorious grace— 

will take me to that holy place, 

    the home of joys supernal. 

        Amen, amen!  Come and meet me, 

    quickly greet me! With deep yearning, 

Lord, I look for your returning. 

 

5 Lift up the voice and strike the string, 

let all glad sounds of music ring 

    in God’s high praises blended. 
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Christ will be with me all the way, 

today, tomorrow, ev’ry day 

    till trav’ling days are ended. 

        Sing out, ring out triumph glorious, 

    O victorious chosen nation; 

praise the God of your salvation. 

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, 

who know him now by faith to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading      Isaiah 60:1–6 

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2See, darkness covers the earth 

 and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the LORD rises upon you 

 and his glory appears over you. 
3Nations will come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4“Lift up your eyes and look about you: 

 All assemble and come to you; 

your sons come from afar, 

 and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5Then you will look and be radiant, 

 your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 

 to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6Herds of camels will cover your land, 

 young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come, 

 bearing gold and incense 

 and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

72A Lord, Every Nation on Earth Will Adore You Psalm 72A 

The singers will sing the first refrain and the verses; the congregation will join for the repeated refrains and the “Glory be to the 

Father…” 

 

 
  

 

Endow the king with your justice, / O God, 

    the royal son with your / righteousness. 

        May he endure as long / as the sun, 

            as long as the moon, through all gener- / ations. 

  

May he be like rain falling on a / mown field, 

    like showers water- / ing the earth. 

        In his days may the righteous / flourish 

            and prosperity abound till the moon / is no more.   Refrain 

  

May all kings bow / down to him 

    and all nations / serve him. 

        Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be / given him. 

            May the kings of Sheba and Seba pre- / sent him gifts. 

  

May people ever / pray for him 

    and bless him / all day long. 

        Then all nations will be / blessed through him, 

            and they will / call him blessed. 

  

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
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Gospel Acclamation     Matthew 2:2 

The congregation will sing the “Alleluia” refrain before and after the spoken reading by the pastor. 
 

 
  

Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. 

Refrain 

Gospel     Matthew 2:1–12 

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” 

 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all 

the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In 

Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He 

sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, 

so that I too may go and worship him.” 

 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead 

of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then 

they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Children’s Message 
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352 Joy Has Dawned    CW 352 

1 Joy has dawned upon the world, 

    promised from creation— 

God’s salvation now unfurled, 

    hope for ev’ry nation. 

Not with fanfares from above, 

    not with scenes of glory, 

but a humble gift of love— 

    Jesus born of Mary. 

 

2 Sounds of wonder fill the sky 

    with the songs of angels 

as the mighty Prince of life 

    shelters in a stable. 

Hands that set each star in place, 

    shaped the earth in darkness, 

cling now to a mother’s breast, 

    vuln’rable and helpless. 

 

3 Shepherds bow before the Lamb, 

    gazing at the glory. 

Gifts of men from distant lands 

    prophesy the story: 

gold—a king is born today; 

    incense—God is with us; 

myrrh—his death will make a way, 

    and by his blood he’ll win us. 

 

4 Son of Adam, Son of heav’n, 

    given as a ransom; 

reconciling God and man, 

    Christ, our mighty champion! 

What a Savior! What a friend! 

    What a glorious myst’ry! 

Once a babe in Bethlehem, 

    now the Lord of hist’ry. 

Sermon Reading     Ephesians 3:2–12 

 2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the 

mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be 

able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to people in other 

generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that 
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through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers 

together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 
8Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the 

boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages 

past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the church, the 

manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according 

to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and through faith in him we may 

approach God with freedom and confidence. 

Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world to save us from sin 

and death: 

You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and teaching, healing 

and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to those doomed to death. 
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Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of salvation be heard 

in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live 

without faith or hope: 

Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and each other in 

willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember your love and 

rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair 

and comfort those who mourn: 

Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full light of your glory 

and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 128, 

Onalaska, WI 54650 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Closing Prayer 

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, whose Son, our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world; may your people, 

illumined by your Word, shine with the radiance of his glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to 

the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

Amen. 

372 As with Gladness Men of Old    CW 372 

1 As with gladness men of old 

did the guiding star behold, 

    as with joy they hailed its light, 

    leading onward, beaming bright, 

so, most gracious Lord, may we 

evermore be led by thee. 

 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

    there to bend the knee before 

    thee, whom heav’n and earth adore, 

so may we with willing feet 

ever seek thy mercy seat 

 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

at thy cradle, rude and bare, 

    so may we with holy joy, 

    pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King. 

 

4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

keep us in the narrow way; 

    and, when earthly things are past, 

    bring our ransomed souls at last 

where they need no star to guide, 

where no clouds thy glory hide. 



12 

5 In the heav’nly country bright 

need they no created light; 

    thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

    thou its sun which goes not down. 

There forever may we sing 

alleluias to our King! 

Announcements 

 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: January 8, 2023 

 

Prayers 

    Comfort—Ben Berger and his family at the death of Ben's Aunt Cathy; Laurie Buchner and her family at the 

death of Laurie’s mother, Elaine Miller 

    Divine Call—Joe Fetcenko (called to teach STEM/Tech Ed at Luther High) 

WINTER BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

A list of all the different Winter Bible Study options is available in the church lobby. Regular Sunday School and 

Bible classes will resume today. 

NEW STARTING POINT CLASS 

A new Starting Point class will be held on Mondays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Do you know someone you 

want to help foster their faith? Has it been a while since you took a Bible study? Do you need a good review of the 

Christian faith? Do you want a forum where you can ask a pastor whatever questions you want? Pastor Krause will 

begin another session of Starting Point class on January 9. Feel free to show up or contact any one of the pastors for 

questions.  

HIGH SCHOOL TEENS 

Join us for teen group on Wednesday night, January 18, from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm. Meet in the church fireside 

room. Come for Bible study, food, and fun. And bring a friend! 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

St. Paul's will host a Red Cross blood drive on Monday, January 16, 2023 from 12:30 to 5:30 pm. Appointments may 

be made by calling 800-733-2767 or by going to the Red Cross website: www.redcrossblood.org.  

DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT 

Copies of the December 2022 Treasurer’s report are available at this link or pick up a copy from the church lobby. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/c43aa171-ec18-3f5b-8dc9-fa9721f62a42/Treasurer_s_report_2022_12_20.pdf
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2022 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements will be sent electronically in January to those who are members, who have an email address on 

file with us, and have given any amount to any fund here at St. Paul's in 2022. Please note, that because of the large 

number of statements being sent, they may come into your junk or spam folder. A sign-up sheet is available in the 

church lobby for those who wish to have a hard copy generated. 

GIVING IN 2023 

2023 offering envelopes are available in the church lobby. Not everyone was assigned an envelope packet. Please 

enter your name on the form "missing envelopes" if you would like a packet assigned to you. 

More of our members are having their financial service corporations send their IRA distribution checks to the office. 

Please make sure that your name is listed on the paperwork and which fund(s) your check should be applied 

to (General Funds, Grateful and Growing, etc.).**Checks that do not have a designation listed will be applied to 

the General Fund. Thank you we appreciate your support of the ministry here at St. Paul's. 

WELS COULEE WOMEN'S RETREAT 

The 2023 WELS Coulee Women's Retreat will be held at Luther High School on Saturday, April 22. This retreat 

provides an opportunity for WELS/ELS women and their friends to gather together, encourage each other with 

God's Word, and go forth to share God's Word with others. Click on this link for a registration form and to view the 

itinerary. Printed copies are also available in the church lobby. 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday, January 12, 2023, 6:30 pm: Jerry Krajewski 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 

8:00 am: Gary Baumgarten, Keith Buswell, Leland Johnson, Kevin Barnes, Chris Wachal 
9:15 am: Dean Fluegge, Dean Wetzel, Dan Leach 
10:30 am: Ken Loging, Mark Bateman, Brandon Balfanz, Joe Stallman, Marty Putz 

SCHEDULED GREETERS  

Thursday, January 12, 2023, 6:30 pm: Sherry 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 

8:00 am: Lau, Berg, Spears 
9:15 am: Paggi 
10:30 am: Means 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717    behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660    skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/53f59189-f160-a5c8-8c8c-2496e289c148/WCWR_2023_Brochure_Final.pdf
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

