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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Today as we look at the baptism of Jesus, we are going to contemplate the meaning of our own baptism. There is 

much confusion in the Christian church right now about what baptism is, who should be baptized, etc. Today we dig 

into God's Word to find certainty and comfort in our own baptism and praise God for this gift he has given. 

 

Today’s Theme: 

 

Baptism: God’s Promise to You 

 

 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Musicians: Liz Kolb (singers) 

Cover Art: Corissa Nelson 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens 
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. Psalm 2 Karl Kohlhase. 
 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Divine Service I 

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (spoken) Amen. 

OPENING HYMN: CW 294               “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 

Baptized into your name most holy, 

O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 

Among your saints, your chosen host, 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin. 

Your Spirit now shall live within. 

P: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  (John 3:5-6) 

P: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. (Psalm 51:5) 

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

My loving Father, there you took me 

To be henceforth your child and heir. 

My faithful Savior, there you let me 

The fruit of all your sorrows share. 

O Holy Spirit, comfort me 

When threat’ning clouds around I see. 

P:  As baptized children of God we confess our sins. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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My faithful God, you fail me never; 

Your promise surely will endure. 

Oh, cast me not away forever 

If words and deeds become impure. 

Have mercy when I come defiled; 

Forgive, lift up, restore your child. 

P: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 

through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

All that I am and love most dearly— 

Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely, 

And help me your own child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own 

Serve any will but yours alone.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:   Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children 

and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                              Isaiah 49:1-6 

Listen to me, you islands; 

    hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
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he made me into a polished arrow 

    and concealed me in his quiver. 
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

    I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 

    and my reward is with my God.” 
5 And now the LORD says— 

    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

    and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 

    and my God has been my strength— 
6 he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

    to restore the tribes of Jacob 

    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 2 

The singer sings the first refrain and the verses; the congregation sings repeated refrains. 

 
 

First refrain (singer) 

Repeat refrain (congregation and singers) 

 

Singer: 

Why do nations conspire, the people plot in vain? 

Kings and rulers take counsel against the Lord and His Christ. 

Let us break their bonds asunder and cast their cords away. 

He who sits in the heavens, the Lord laughs them to scorn, 

Then He’ll speak in His fury and frighten them with His wrath. 

I have set my King in Zion upon my holy hill. 
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Repeat refrain (congregation and singers) 

 

Singer:  

Hear the Lord’s decree of me. 

He said, “You are my Son. 

You, this day, I’ve begotten. 

Now ask of Me and I’ll give 

All the nations you’ll inherit 

To rule with an iron rod. 

Oh, kings, show wisdom and listen; you rulers all be warned. 

Serve the Lord now with trembling, with rev’rence honor the Son. 

For His wrath may soon be kindled; the blessed take refuge in Him. 

 

Repeat refrain (congregation and singers) 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                                       Acts 16:25-34 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 

them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all 

the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison 

doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But 

Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and 

asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the 

word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and 

washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his 

house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole 

household. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven  
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and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy Christian Church,  

     the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

BE SEATED 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 89, verses 1, 3-5                                                                       “To Jordan’s River Came our Lord” 

To Jordan’s river came our Lord,  

The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 

The God from God, the Light from Light,  

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 

 

 As Jesus in the Jordan stood  

And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove,  

Descended on him from above. 

 

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound  

Came God’s own voice with words profound: 

“This is my Son,” was his decree,  

“The one I love, who pleases me.” 

 

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight  

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall  

To save the world and free us all. 
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SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                       Mark 1:4-11 

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they 

were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than 

I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was 

coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a 

voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

Baptism: God’s Promise to You 

STAND 

After the sermon, the congregation sings:  

 

BE SEATED 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen. 

P:   Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder 

your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve 

you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  (spoken) Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN: CWS 737                            “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 

God’s own child, I gladly say it: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 

Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 

That brought me salvation free, 

Lasting to eternity! 

 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: 

Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 

Since my baptism did release me 

In a dear forgiving flood, 

Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 
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Satan, hear this proclamation: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation; 

I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

All your might has come unraveled, 

And, against your tyranny, 

God, my Lord, unites with me! 

 

Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 

To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

Baptism has the strength divine 

To make life immortal mine. 

 

There is nothing worth comparing 

To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: 

Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

Still my soul continues praising: 

I am baptized into Christ; 

I’m a child of paradise! 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: January 10, 2021 

 

❖ Thanksgiving—Carol Albrecht for good test results after having a cancerous tumor removed. 

❖ Comfort—Carolyn Zimmermann at the death of her father, Robert Plange, who died on January 2. 

❖ Call—to Mrs. Laura Schaper to teach 2nd grade here at St. Paul’s. 

❖ Safety—doctors and nurses on the front lines of COVID-19. 

❖ Nation—peace, repentance, and a turning to Jesus for restoration. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to 

worship. You can sign-up by going to our website:  www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. You will be able to see how many 
people have signed up for each service.  

Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. Paul's website. All other  Livestreamed services are 

archived and can be watched on our Youtube channel. Search St Paul’s Onalaska on Youtube. 

Worship Times 
Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm  

Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 
Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING MEETING FOR YOUR JANUARY CALENDAR 

Congregational Voters' Meeting will be held Sunday, January 24 at 11:45 am. This meeting will pertain to the 
Building Project. Agenda items include: 

           1) Site plan approval 
           2) Fund appeal approval 
           3) Fund appeal services provider 
           4) Approval to contract construction management service  
           5) Approval for excess funds reallocation proposal of 19/20 Ministry Plan 

CALL MEETING UPDATE 

The voting assembly was moved by the Holy Spirit to issue a call to Mrs. Laura Schaper to teach second grade 

starting in the fall of 2021. She will be replacing Mrs. Linnette Fehr who will be retiring at the end of this year. Mrs. 

Schaper currently teaches at St. John's Lutheran School in Nodine, MN. Please keep Laura and her family in your 

prayers. 

HEALTH SCREENERS NEEDED 

With school back in session, we are in need of volunteer health screeners again each school day. To sign up to be a 

screener, please click the link or call the office at 608.783.2552 ext. 0. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
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GRATEFUL AND GROWING PRESENTATIONS 

Thanks to all who completed a congregational response sheet! The Building and Finance Committee have been 

reviewing them and will be updating the congregation on the next steps in the coming weeks. There’s still time to 

fill out a response sheet if you haven’t done so. To find the video presentation and a link to the online response 

sheet go to www.stpaulsonalaska.org and scroll down the home page.  

RESPONSE TO THE CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 

Thank you for all your feedback about the Grateful and Growing presentation concerning the building project. An 

additional document will be distributed to the congregation on January 17th before the meeting on the 24th that 

summarizes the responses, and answers the questions and concerns the congregation had. If an individual would 

like a full copy of all the responses, please contact the church office. Most importantly, please keep this effort in 

your prayers.    

FACEBOOK GOOGLE REVIEWS 

Over the last year, we’ve found the blessings of having an online presence and have been able to reach many 

people with God’s Word through Facebook devotions and online worship.  One of the ways you can help spread the 

message of Jesus and promote the ministry that we do together here at St. Paul’s is giving St. Paul’s a positive 

review/recommendation on Google or Facebook.  We haven’t promoted this much in the past, and so our reviews 

are very minimal right now.  If inclined to do so, please take a few seconds and leave a positive recommendation on 

our Facebook page or a positive review on Google. Thanks!  

HOT LUNCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Hot Lunch Program is in need of volunteers each day to help serve hot lunch. No experience is necessary. 

Volunteers would need to be at the school from 11:00 am to about 12:30 pm. For more information or to sign up, 

contact Food Service Director, Stacy Waldner, at swaldner@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

GOOD STEWARD EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Good Steward Resale Shop is looking to hire a Store Coordinator. The work will amount to approximately 24 hours 

per week, including Saturdays. To obtain a job description and application form call 608.784.5035 or write to: 

 Wise Managers, Inc., 400 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI  5460. Please return applications by Sunday, January 

24, 2020.  

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 

THANK YOU to all of our wonderful volunteers for the Live Nativity this year! I know it has been a different and 

difficult year and we are truly grateful to the many people who turned up for set-up, tree hauling, prop repair, take 

down, and all the various roles that are needed each night down at the park and at 1st Lutheran. You are such a 

blessing to this mission! We take comfort that the "Good News" that people see in our Live Nativity will spread to 

many hearts and lives! And may it continue to motive us all on toward love and good deeds!  Thank you again for all 

you have done to make this mission possible!  

  

Watch for more opportunities to help this summer on extra prop repair for the coming year. 

God's blessings to you all in this new year!  

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
mailto:swaldner@stpaulsonalaska.org
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STAFF SUPPORT FUND 

A fund has been approved and established by the council for unplanned staff assistance. For instance, when a called 

worker needs assistance with moving or go through unexpected hardship or health issues. Donations may be sent 

or dropped off in the church office, please mark your gifts as “Staff Support Fund.” Once we have a fund built up, 

we will put something together for our paid staff to not only tell them thank you, but to show our appreciation for 

what they all do. Thank you, Tim Scriver, Chairman of the Board of Adult Discipleship 

 

 

January Bible Study Options 

During the winter months, we will continue to offer a number of weekday Bible study options both via zoom and in-
person. These classes would be a great way to stay connected with others and give encouragement for your faith 

during the long days of winter. Below are the different options of new and current classes. If you are attending the 
Starting Point Class or one of the Zoom classes, please make sure to sign up at the church website under the 

Grow tab.  
 

Starting Point Mondays 
5:00 pm on Zoom and 6:30 pm In-Person 

Our winter Starting Point class will start January 11. Pastor Ehlke will be leading a zoom class at 5:00 pm and an in-
person class in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm on Mondays. Starting Point is a great class for those new to the Christian 

faith and also a great review of the main teachings of the Bible that will answer many of the questions we have 
about God and about our faith. It also serves as our class for those interested in joining St. Paul’s. If you plan on 

attending, please sign up on our website or contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.  
 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Classes at 6:30 pm 

Pastor Olson will be leading our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom class starting on January 6. The class will be based on 
the book 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, and we’ll look at common misconceptions that some Christians 

hold onto. There’s no need to purchase or have the book to attend. Please sign up on our website, and you’ll 
receive the zoom information via email from Pastor Olson. 

 

Saturday Men’s Bible Classes at 8:00 am (In-person at Kwik Trip) 

Steve Loehr leads our Saturday men’s Bible class at the Kwik Trip just a few blocks north of St. Paul’s. The topic will 
be the book of Jeremiah.  

 

Monday Women’s Bible Classes at 4:00 pm (Zoom and In-person) 

Wendy Schibbelhut leads our Monday 4:00 pm Women’s Bible Class. The topic will be Job. If you would like to 
attend this class via zoom, please sign up on our website and Wendy will get in touch with you. 

 

Thursday Women's Bible Classes at 6:30 am (Zoom) 

Jan Westerman leads our Thursday 6:30 am class. The topic will be the book of Mark. If you would like to attend 
this class, please sign up on our website and Jan will get in touch with you. 

 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org


14 

LUTHER HIGH EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Luther High School has a full-time Custodian position open. For information visit lutherhigh.org or contact the 

Luther High school office at 608.783.5435.  

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $ 26,326 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 
The amount given to date is $682,845 
(1/3/2021) The amount needed to date is $667,516 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 
 
 

 

https://www.lutherhigh.org/
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

