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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's Word 

and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  

THE SAVIOR'S SERMON—The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church season 

called Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. In the second half of this season Jesus is 

going to teach us what it means to be one of his followers. Jesus does this through the most famous sermon of all 

time. It is not delivered while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ voice 

would carry through the air. His followers hung on his every word as the Christ talked about living an authentic 

Christian life. It is called the Sermon on the Mount.  

TRUST IN GOD’S STRENGTH Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed are…” 

Jesus says, again and again. Thus, this portion of the sermon is often called “The Beatitudes.” It had to give Jesus’ 

listeners pause. For what Jesus calls blessed, the world never would. The world praises the strong and the self-

sufficient. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or stupid. But, like any good preacher, Jesus is trying to 

drive home one crucial point. The weaker you are, the more ready you are to rely on God’s strength. The more 

difficult your present circumstances, the likelier you are to yearn for future reward. All the readings for today teach 

this truth. We have no real strength or wisdom of our own. But we don’t need it. Because God’s strength is enough 

to give the kingdom of heaven to the humble and poor in spirit.  

Theme: The Savior’s Sermon—Trust  in God’s Strength 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Organist: Elaine Zierke  

Other Musicians: Danielle Fetcenko, Wendy Schibbelhut (Thurs.); St. Paul’s 7th & 8th Grades (Sun.) 

OneLicense A-715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. “Jesus Paid it All” “Blest Are They” Text: David 

Haas, b. 1957: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715642. “He Will Hold Me Fast” Text (sts. 1–2): Matt 

Merke :© 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org.  
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Bells and Welcome 

563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  CW 563 sts. 1, Ref, 2–3 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare to make no other claim, 

but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. (Refrain) 

 

Ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 

I rest on his unchanging grace; 

in ev’ry high and stormy gale 

my anchor holds within the veil. (Refrain) 

 

3 His oath, his covenant and blood 

support me in the raging flood; 

when ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay. (Refrain) 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

Confession and Absolution 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 

acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 

and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 

me, a sinner. 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against 

the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy. 

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear 

our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 

Amen. 

563 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less   CW 563 st. 4 

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

oh, may I then in him be found, 

clothed in his righteousness alone, 

faultless to stand before his throne. (Refrain) 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers and needs 

stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Lesson     Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11–13 

3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, 

 you who do what he commands. 

Seek righteousness, seek humility; 

 perhaps you will be sheltered 

 on the day of the LORD’s anger. 

11On that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame 

 for all the wrongs you have done to me, 

because I will remove from you 

 your arrogant boasters. 

Never again will you be haughty 

 on my holy hill. 
12But I will leave within you 
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 the meek and humble. 

The remnant of Israel 

 will trust in the name of the LORD. 
13They will do no wrong; 

 they will tell no lies. 

A deceitful tongue 

 will not be found in their mouths. 

They will eat and lie down 

 and no one will make them afraid.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

813 He Will Hold Me Fast    CW 813 

Stanza 1 is sung by singers; congregation joins on stanzas 2-3 

1 When I fear my faith will fail, 

    Christ will hold me fast; 

when the tempter would prevail, 

    he will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold 

    thro’ life’s fearful path, 

for my love is often cold— 

    he must hold me fast. (Refrain) 

 

Ref He will hold me fast; he will hold me fast; 

for my Savior loves me so, he will hold me fast. 

 

2 Those he saves are his delight; 

    Christ will hold me fast; 

precious in his holy sight, 

    he will hold me fast. 

He’ll not let my soul be lost; 

    his promises shall last; 

bought by him at such a cost, 

    he will hold me fast. (Refrain) 

 

3 For my life he bled and died; 

    Christ will hold me fast; 

justice has been satisfied; 

    he will hold me fast. 

Raised with him to endless life, 

    he will hold me fast 

till our faith is turned to sight 

    when he comes at last! (Refrain sung twice) 
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Second Lesson     1 Corinthians 1:26–31 

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 

standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world 

to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the lowly things of this 

world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may 

boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that 

is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the 

Lord.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

690 Blest Are They    CW 690 

1 Blest are they, the poor in spirit, 

theirs is the kingdom of God. 

Blest are they, full of sorrow, 

they shall be consoled. (Refrain) 

 

Ref Rejoice and be glad! 

Blessèd are you, holy are you! 

Rejoice and be glad! 

Yours is the kingdom of God! 

 

2 Blest are they, the lowly ones, 

they shall inherit the earth. 

Blest are they who hunger and thirst, 

they shall have their fill. (Refrain) 

 

3 Blest are they who show mercy, 

mercy shall be theirs. 

Blest are they, the pure of heart, 

they shall see God! (Refrain) 

 

4 Blest are they who seek peace, 

they are the children of God. 

Blest are they who suffer in faith, 

the glory of God is theirs. (Refrain) 

 

5 Blest are you who suffer hate 

all because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; 

shine for all to see. (Refrain) 
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Gospel Lesson     Matthew 5:1–12 

 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he 

began to teach them. 

 He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 

  for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 

  for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

  for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 

  for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

  for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

  for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 

me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 
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    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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The Sacrament 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  

Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who 

sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my () body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

661 Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord    CW 661 

1 Draw near and take the body of your Lord, 

and drink the holy blood for you outpoured. 

Saved by his body and his holy blood, 

with souls refreshed we give our thanks to God. 

 

2 Christ our Redeemer, God’s eternal Son, 

has by his cross and blood the vict’ry won. 

He gave his life for greatest and for least, 

himself the off’ring and himself the priest. 

 

3 Let us approach with faithful hearts sincere 

and take the pledges of salvation here. 

Christ, who in this life all the saints defends, 

gives all believers life that never ends. 
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4 With heav’nly bread he makes the hungry whole, 

gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

Lord of the nations, to whom all must bow, 

in this great feast of love be with us now. 

Communion Blessing 

Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that 

the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 

his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

Amen. 
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923 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah    CW 923 

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

    pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but thou art mighty; 

    hold me with thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

    feed me till I want no more, 

    feed me till I want no more. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

    whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

    lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 

    be thou still my strength and shield, 

    be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

    bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell’s destruction, 

    land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

    I will ever give to thee, 

    I will ever give to thee. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: January 29, 2023 

 

Prayers 

    Adult Baptisms—Ryan Wildes and Dylan Lyons 

    Divine Call Deliberations—Joe Fetcenko (called to teach STEM/Tech Ed at Luther High); Ben Bain returned his Call 

to be the principal and 7th and 8th grade teacher at Stevensville, MI 

    Successful Cancer Treatment—Bill Harnisch 
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Building Update (1/24/2023) 

The Building Team is doing a lot of work behind the scenes to get ready for the building project. By the beginning of 

April, it will be very obvious to the whole community that a building project is happening here at St. Paul’s. Here is a 

quick snapshot of what’s going on:   

• February 1st – A large storage container will arrive on the property which will be used to store the items in the 

current garage. The garage will be disassembled/moved sometime over the next couple of months. The 

playground will also have to be removed by the beginning of April. A second storage container will be here by 

the middle to the end of March.   

• March 19th – This will be the last Sunday worship service in the gym. 

• March 23-25th – Moving Day! – We are looking for help from the congregation to move things out from under 

the stage, put things into storage, throw things away. You can sign up in the lobby area or online. Watch for 

more details in the weekly announcements.   

• April 2nd – Groundbreaking ceremony! We don’t have a time yet, but this will be announced soon.   

• April 3rd – This week the construction workers are going to mobilize and start their work! You will see 

construction fences being put up around our property to keep people safe.   

Click on this link to access a sign-up form to volunteer for future pre-construction needs.  A sign-up sheet is also 

available in the church lobby. 

 

St. Paul’s Building Project is underway! In order to make sure we are ready for the first stage of building we need to 

empty the gym of equipment and take apart the outdoor playground that will not be a part of the new build. Available 

items for pickup include the following: 

indoor basketball hoops, a scoreboard, gym padding, wood bleachers,  

swing sets, and an outdoor climbing structure.  

We would ask for a donation to St. Paul’s building project as compensation for any or all items. Gym equipment can be 

picked up after March 5th; however, we ask that playground equipment wait until the week of April 10th. The deadline 

to have these removed would be Friday, April 14th. The gym items will be uninstalled and ready to load, but we request 

that if anyone wants the playground equipment they assist on taking it down so they have an idea how it would go back 

together. Please contact Amy Bryant at 507-382-1177 for more detailed information on any particular item. 
 

WORSHIP SURVEY 

What a blessing that we are able to begin construction for our Grateful and Growing project this spring! In mid-March, 

all three Sunday services will be held in the sanctuary, which will require us to make slight changes to service times. 

We're hoping that an added benefit of this change will be that it alleviates some parking lot congestion.  

Since the results from our last survey were inconclusive, please answer these more specific questions to 

give us a better idea of which service times would work best for a majority of our members. We realize 

that not every option will be the best fit for every member, but we are thankful God has blessed us with 

the need for so many services and opportunities for worship. The survey should take less than a minute to 

complete. Please use this QR code or pick up a copy in the church lobby to fill out.  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A4AA9AB2AA6FC1-preconstruction
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdo5NSv7J-Vjsb1jurWHc2aML0FVvZOZJfCBCJMvJeiRDGsg/viewform
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EVERY MEMBER VISITS 

Last year the pastors did Every Member Visits and managed to meet with a number of the families of our congregation. 

This year your pastors would like to make the effort to meet with all those that they didn't get to meet with last year. 

The purpose of the meeting is simply to get to know the pastors and vice versa. St. Paul's is a family of believers and the 

better we know each other the better we can all be served by God's Word. If you desire to meet with one of the pastors, 

please contact one of them or contact the office to schedule a time. Otherwise the pastors will be reaching out to a 

number of the families to schedule a time for a short visit.  

WINTER BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

A list of all the different Winter Bible Study options is available in the church lobby. Sunday Bible studies are held at 9:20 

am. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 am and are split into different grade and age levels ranging from preschool to 6th 

grade. Children as young as three who are potty trained can attend. Check out the signs in the hallways for room 

locations. 

THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH 

The Thursday morning women’s Bible Study began a new study of the book of Zephaniah. This is an online study held 

from 6:30-7:30 am. If you would like a link to the study, please email Jan Westerman at jkwesterman1@yahoo.com. If 

you cannot stay for the whole hour, you can join or leave the conversation at any time as we have participants that need 

to leave early for work or to take children to school.  

2022 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements were sent out Tuesday, January 17. Look for a message from automail360members.com. Please check 

your junk or spam folder if you don’t see it in your inbox. Paper copies are available in the church lobby for those that 

requested a copy by using the sign-up sheet. 

GIVING IN 2023 

2023 offering envelopes are available in the church lobby. Please enter your name on the form "missing envelopes" if 

you would like a packet assigned to you. 

JANUARY 2023 TREASURER'S REPORT 

Copies of the January 2023 Treasurer’s report are available in the church lobby or Click on this link. 

LENT/EASTER CHOIR 

We'd love to have you in our Lent and Easter choir! Practices will begin at 6:30 on Wednesday, February 1. We'll meet in 

the back of the sanctuary. The choir will be singing for the 6:30 Ash Wednesday service on February 22, Good Friday on 

April 7, and for Easter Sunday on April 9. Please contact Wendy Schibbelhut to be included in an e-mail group or with 

any questions: wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org.  

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP 

Bill Harnisch, one of our St. Paul’s members, was diagnosed with cancer recently. He just began chemotherapy and 

radiation treatments. His prognosis is good, but he will be missing some work as he recovers from his treatments. Bill’s 

friends established a GoFundMe page to help Bill through this time. If you are moved to help, you can help our brother 

in Christ by visiting Bill’s GoFundMe page at this link.      

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
file://///fs3/officestaff/Financial/Treasurer's%20Report%20to%20Congregation%202023-1-17.pdf
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-bill-fight-this-battle?qid=9481bc6d43689ebed04c5655c0ed2943
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SEEKING THRIVENT MEMBERS  

The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) here at St. Paul's is looking to put a list together of anyone in our church or 

school who is a Thrivent member. There are a few programs available through Thrivent for those who are members or 

who have products through them that could be used to bless the ministry here at St. Paul's. If you are a Thrivent 

member, please email your name to PTO President, Tim Mueller, at mueller.tp@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

2023 MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 

The 2023 Men of His Word Conference will take place Saturday, February 18 in Oshkosh, WI. This year's theme is "Man 

Up in a Man Down World." Click on this link for more information. Registration forms are available in the church lobby. 

Some of the guys from the Men’s Saturday Bible Class typically attend. If you are interested in more information, please 

talk to Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
The Luther High School Drama Department is in need of the following props for their upcoming presentation Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang.  

Old fashioned motorbike (does not need functioning motor). Sidecar would be great! 
Large wheels (for creating the run-down car) 

Contact Mr. Greg Baures if you have any questions or have a prop/set piece that we could borrow.  

Volunteers Needed for Set Building  

Do you like to build things? Do you enjoy painting, sewing, or wielding a hammer and saw? Every Saturday from 9:00 am 

– 12:00 pm, Luther High School’s drama department, cast, and parents are hard at work building the set and could use 

your help. You can show up at whatever time works best for you and depart when you need to. No sign up is required – 

just show up ready to help. If you have any questions, please contact Jacob Werre at jacobj_4@hotmail.com.  

 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday, February 2, 2023,  

6:30 pm: Barney 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 

8:00 am: Steve Blado, Cory Schlagel, Ron Kendhammer, Shawn Wortman 
9:15 am: Danny Frame, Brandon Gjestvang, Drew Gronholz 
10:30 am: Bill Condon, Fritz Hackbarth, Rosie Smith, Craig Lenz 

 

SCHEDULED GREETERS  

Thursday, February 2, 2023 

6:30 pm: TBD 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 

8:00 am: Loehr, Murry, Jenson 
9:15 am: Luehmann, Fennigkoh, Oliver 
10:30 am: Holper 
 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717    behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660    skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

mailto:mueller.tp@gmail.com
https://www.menofhisword.org/
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:baurgreg@luther.k12.wi.us
mailto:jacobj_4@hotmail.com
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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