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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Christians are “Enlightened” people!  And that’s not meant to be a brag about our intellectual prowess.  Rather, we 

Christians rejoice that Jesus has shined the light of his salvation upon our hearts which were in spiritual 

darkness.  Over our next few weekends of worship, we’ll be examining numerous blessings we receive from Christ, 

the Light of the World.   

 

Martin Luther once said that if we could see all the spiritual daggers and arrows that were thrown at us every day 

we would run to church. There is a spiritual war going on all around us between the devil and his demons and God 

and his angels. This weekend we are going to consider how Satan works in our life to lead us from the light of 

Christ. Yet Jesus has keeps us in the light through his powerful Word which forces those demons to flee. 

 

Service Theme:   

Enlightened~Jesus Shines His Light on those in the Devil’s Darkness 
 
 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 128, Onalaska, 

WI 54650 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Organist: Elaine Zierke 

Singers: Greg, Emma, Marin, and Wendy Schibbelhut 

Cover Art: Nicole Wickus 
 

© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens 
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. Divine Service I © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Divine Service I 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 569                    “O Christ, our True and Only Light” 

O Christ, our true and only light,  

Enlighten those who sit in night; 

Let those afar now hear your voice  

And in your fold with us rejoice. 

 

Fill with the radiance of your grace  

The souls now lost in error’s maze 

And all whom in their secret minds  

Some dark delusion haunts and blinds. 

 

Oh, gently call those gone astray  

That they may find the saving way! 

Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed  

In you find peace and heav’nly rest. 

 

Shine on the darkened and the cold;  

Recall the wand’rers to your fold. 

Unite all those who walk apart;  

Confirm the weak and doubting heart 

 

That they with us may evermore  

Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore 

And endless praise to you be giv’n  

By all your Church in earth and heav’n. 

STAND 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (spoken) Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 

have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Blessed are they, forever blest,  

Whose guilt is pardoned by their God, 

Whose sins with sorrow are confessed  

And covered with their Savior’s blood.  

(CW 383:1) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray. Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble and fall. 

Strengthen us in body and mind and bring us safely through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BAPTISM (10:30)  

BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                           Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your fellow Israelites. You must 

listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, 

“Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 
17 The LORD said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their fellow 

Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. 19 I myself will call to 

account anyone who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who 

presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other 

gods, is to be put to death.” 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                                      Hebrews 3:1-6 

Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we 

acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was 

faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a 

house has greater honor than the house itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God 

in the future. 6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to 

our confidence and the hope in which we glory. 

STAND 

NICENE CREED 

C:We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became fully human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 520                   “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old” 

Your hand, O Lord, in days of old  

Was strong to heal and save; 

It triumphed o’er disease and death,  

All darkness and the grave. 

To you they came, the blind, the dumb,  

The paralyzed and lame, 

The lepers in their misery,  

The sick with fevered frame. 

 

Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health, 

Gave speech and strength and sight; 

And youth renewed and frenzy calmed  

Revealed you, Lord of light. 

And now, O Lord, be near to bless,  

Almighty as before, 

In crowded street, by beds of pain,  

As by Gennes’ret’s shore. 

 

Oh, be our great deliv’rer still,  

The Lord of life and death; 

Restore and quicken, soothe and bless,  

With your life-giving breath. 

To hands that work and eyes that see  

Give wisdom’s healing pow’r 

That whole and sick and weak and strong  

May praise you evermore. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                       Mark 1:21-28 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The 

people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 
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law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 
25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of 

him with a shriek. 

27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! 

He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole 

region of Galilee. 

Theme:  Enlightened~Jesus Shines His Light on those in the Devil’s Darkness 

STAND 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

BE SEATED 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

STAND 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  (spoken) We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C:  (spoken) It is good and right so to do. 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and 

revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.  

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GO (Agnus Dei) 

 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 309                                                                        “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 

Draw near and take the body of the Lord,  

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured.  

Offered was he for greatest and for least,  

Himself the victim and himself the priest.  

 

 



11 

 He that his saints in this world rules and shields  

To all believers life eternal yields,  

With heav’nly bread makes them that hunger whole,  

Gives living waters to the thirsty soul.  

 

Come forward, then, with faithful hearts sincere,  

And take the pledges of salvation here.  

Before your altar, Lord, your servants bow;  

In this your feast of love be with us now. 

STAND 

THANKSGIVING 

SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 

 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C:  (spoken) And his mercy endures forever. 

P:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 

thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will 

not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C::  (spoken) Amen. 
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P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

      The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 353            “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

Praise the one who breaks the darkness  

With a liberating light; 

Praise the one who frees the pris’ners,  

Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the one who preached the gospel,  

Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms and feeding thousands  

With the Father’s word of peace. 

 

Praise the one who blessed the children  

With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the one who drove out demons  

With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water  

To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this well comes living water,  

Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

Let us praise the Word incarnate,  

Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose victorious  

That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness,  

Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer,  

Praise the one who makes us one. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: January 31, 2021 

 

❖ Call—Mrs. Laura Schaper has accepted the Call to teach second grade here at St. Paul’s starting in the fall of 

2021. 

❖ Recovery—Darla Barney expected to be released from quarantine. 

❖ Hospitalized—Bill Zierke 

❖ Thanksgiving—for Paul Stanhope's successful skin cancer surgery 

❖ Comfort for the family of—Spencer Johnson, uncle of Mary Newgard-Larson, and for the family of John and Shari 

Newgard, in the death of Shari's uncle. Both men died of Covid this past week. 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to 

worship. You can sign-up by going to our website:  www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. You will be able to see how many 
people have signed up for each service.  

Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. Paul's website. All other  Livestreamed services are 

archived and can be watched on our Youtube channel. Search St Paul’s Onalaska on Youtube. 

Worship Times 
Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm  

Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 
Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed. 

VOTERS’ MEETING POSTPONED 

The voters’ meeting originally scheduled for last Sunday, January 24, has been postponed to a later date. The building 

and finance committees experienced some delays last week in receiving pertinent information from our potential 

building and capital campaign partners. We want to make sure that all this important information is shared with the 

congregation so that wise, informed decisions can be made as we move forward. For those reasons, it seemed wise 

to delay this meeting to a later date. We apologize for any inconvenience this might cause and thank you for your 

understanding. We expect a new meeting date to be set in the near future. 

WELS GRIEF SUPPORT 

If you are grieving, please come to our next meeting for comfort from God's word and encouragement from fellow 

Christians. We will meet on Tuesday, February 2, at 7:00 pm at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Our topic for 

discussion will be "Coping with the Memories." 

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, February 1, at 6:30 pm. 

The topic will be: Forgiving yourself and others. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA


14 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST 

Recovery in Christ will resume in-person meetings on Sundays, at 6:00 pm here at St. Paul's in the lower-level school 

library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social 

distancing practiced, and free Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the good news of Jesus to all 

addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader (608.567.3038) to confirm day and time. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP LOCAL CHILDREN IN NEED?  

Family & Children’s Center, Respite Care program, is in need of individuals and families to provide safe and 
supportive respite services for youth in our area. Respite care can be provided in your own home, in the client's 
home, or in the community. If interested in becoming a certified provider, please contact Kelli Hanson at 
608.668.2275.  

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE OFFERING ENVELOPES? 

Offering envelopes have now been moved from the church lobby to the front office. Please contact the 

church/school office by email, lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org, or call 608.783.2552 ext. 0, to arrange a pick-up.  

2020 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements were e-mailed to members who had e-mail addresses in our data base and gave offerings in 

2020 either electronically or by using their envelopes. If you don’t see your giving statement in your in-box, please 

check your junk folder, many statements have been ending up there.  

Don’t have an e-mail address?? A sign-up sheet is in the church lobby or contact the church/school office at 

608.783.2552 ext. 0 to request one.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We could use four to six volunteers to help move the equipment used for the contemporary service off the stage 

into a classroom for home basketball games. The dates of the games coming up are Friday, January 29 and Friday, 

February 5. Volunteers would be needed from about 3:30 to 4:00 pm and again from 8:30 to 9:00 pm that 

evening. Please contact Wendy Schibbelhut at wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org if you are able to help. Thank 

you! 

HEALTH SCREENERS NEEDED 

We are in need of 2 volunteer health screeners each school day. To sign up to be a screener, please click the link or 

call the church/school office. 

IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR FULL-TIME CUSTODIAN 

St. Paul’s has an immediate opening for a Full-Time Custodian to assist in maintaining cleanliness and the general 

appearance of the facility. This position is for 40 hrs./week and includes benefits! The typical work schedule will be 

Monday-Friday, with hours determined by the supervisor. Occasional weekend work may be needed. Interested 

applicants should contact the main office at info@stpaulsonalaska.org or call 608.783.2552 ext. 0 to make 

arrangements to pick up an application and full job description.  

 

mailto:lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
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STAFF SUPPORT FUND 

A fund has been approved and established by the council for unplanned staff assistance. For instance, when a called 

worker needs assistance with moving or goes through unexpected hardship or health issues. Donations may be sent 

or dropped off in the church office, please mark your gifts as “Staff Support Fund.” Once we have a fund built up, 

we will put something together for our paid staff to not only tell them thank you, but to show our appreciation for 

what they all do. Thank you, Tim Scriver, Chairman of the Board of Adult Discipleship 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $16,872 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 
The amount given to date is $754,184. 
(1/24/2021) The amount needed to date is $741,685. 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

