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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 

Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

JESUS APPEARS! The Gospels tell only a little about Jesus’ life as an infant. Then, Scripture falls silent, telling 

us nothing about almost two decades of Jesus’ life. For most of Jesus' adult life, he lived quietly in Galilee, 

practicing the carpentry he had learned from his adoptive father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Jesus was not 

famous. But at the exact time God the Father had appointed, Jesus left that obscurity behind. The word 

epiphany means “appearance.” In the Season of Epiphany, we watch Jesus begin his public ministry. Jesus 

makes his first appearances. And in those appearances, it quickly becomes clear that this is more than a random 

carpenter’s son. As Jesus appears, we see exactly who he is and what he came to do.  

JESUS APPEARS AS THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD—For  

centuries the priests of Israel offered sacrifices to God for sin. Over and over blood flowed, testifying that the 

penalty of sin was death. But over and over a substitute stood in the place of the sinner. Countless animals died 

under the priestly knife as generations of the faithful brought lamb after lamb to the temple. This week we see 

the Lamb that God himself was bringing to the temple. This was the Lamb that God himself would sacrifice. In 

the great act that would remove our condemnation, the Messiah took our sins, stood in our place, and died as 

the substitute for sinful mankind. This was the fulfillment of the entire sacrificial system. Every lamb and goat 

and bird pointed to God’s Lamb who takes away our sin. The heart that sees his Savior willingly becoming the 

Lamb cannot help but take this news of salvation to the ends of the earth. 

Theme: Jesus Appears as the Lamb of God Who Takes Away the Sin of the World 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 
Organist: Tricia Bain  

Other Musicians: Danielle Fetcenko (Thurs.); Olson Family (Sunday) 

  
Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. “In Christ Alone” Stuart Townend, Keith Getty© 2002 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. 
“Praise the One Who Breaks the DarknessRusty Edwards © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. “Lamb of God” Twila Paris © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway 
Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. “Behold the Lamb” Laura Story and Andrew Peterson. “The Lamb” Gerald P. Coleman,© 1987 MorningStar 
Music Publishers, Inc.  
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Bells and Welcome 

510 In Christ Alone         CW 510 sts. 1–3 

1 In Christ alone my hope is found; 

    he is my light, my strength, my song; 

this cornerstone, this solid ground, 

    firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

    My comforter, my all in all; 

    here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 

2 In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 

    fullness of God in helpless babe; 

this gift of love and righteousness, 

    scorned by the ones he came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 

the wrath of God was satisfied; 

    for ev’ry sin on him was laid; 

    here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

3 There in the ground his body lay, 

    light of the world by darkness slain; 

then bursting forth in glorious day, 

    up from the grave he rose again! 

And as he stands in victory, 

sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

    for I am his and he is mine, 

    bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
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    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy    CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

510 In Christ Alone   CW 510 st. 4 

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

    this is the pow’r of Christ in me; 

from life’s first cry to final breath, 

    Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man 

can ever pluck me from his hand; 

    till he returns or calls me home, 

    here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 

 

 



5 

The Word 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by 

your Word, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the 

ends of the earth. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading     Isaiah 49:1–6 

1Listen to me, you islands; 

 hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

 from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me into a polished arrow 

 and concealed me in his quiver. 
3He said to me, “You are my servant, 

 Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

 I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 

 and my reward is with my God.” 

5And now the LORD says— 

 he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

 and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 

 and my God has been my strength— 
6he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

 to restore the tribes of Jacob 

 and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

 that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness    CW 517 

1 Praise the one who breaks the darkness 

    with a liberating light; 

praise the one who frees the pris’ners, 

    turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the one who preached the gospel, 

    healing ev’ry dread disease, 

calming storms and feeding thousands 

    with the Father’s word of peace. 

 

2 Praise the one who blessed the children 

    with a strong, yet gentle, word; 

praise the one who drove out demons 

    with the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water 

    to the desert’s burning sand; 

from this well comes living water, 

    quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

3 Let us praise the Word incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place; 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

    that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

    seeing what our God has done; 

let us praise the true Redeemer, 

    praise the one who makes us one. 

Second Reading     Colossians 2:6–15 

 6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7rooted and built up in 

him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

 8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human 

tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 

 9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. 

He is the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not 

performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by 

Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in 

the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

 13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He 

forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 

condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 

he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Children's Message (Sun) 

550 Lamb of God    CW 550 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod, 

and to become the Lamb of God. (Refrain) 

 

Ref O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in his precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

 

2 Your gift of love they crucified, 

they laughed and scorned him as he died: 

the humble King they named a fraud 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God. (Refrain) 

 

3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side 

to be led by your staff and rod, 

and to be called a lamb of God. (Refrain) 

Gospel     John 1:29–41 

 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he 

was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be 

revealed to Israel.” 

 32Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 
33And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom 

you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I have seen and I 

testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

 35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, 

the Lamb of God!” 

 37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38Turning around, Jesus saw them following 

and asked, “What do you want?” 

 They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 

 39“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 

 So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the 

afternoon. 

 40Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed 

Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” 

(that is, the Christ). 
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Sermon 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Gracious God, you have enriched and enlightened us by the revelation of your eternal Christ. Open our hearts to 

what you reveal in your Word and give us the courage to follow.  

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

Strengthen us to walk the path of your desire, so that our lives display the gracious news of your faithfulness 

and love. By Your Spirit, aid us in our journey, so that like John, our words and deeds point to the Lamb of God.  

Take away our love of sinning and restore us each day by your grace. 

For those who are suffering, let us point to Christ through comfort. For those in the grip of despair, let us point 

to Christ through hope. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

Special Prayers 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 
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Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 

blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take 

us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

Special Music—“Behold the Lamb of God” 

       Sung by singers while the thankoffering is gathered. 

We who walk in darkness deep 

Now see the light of morning 

The Mighty God, the Prince of Peace 

A child to us is born. 

 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

Who takes away our sin 

Behold the Lamb of God 

The life and light of men. 

Behold the Lamb of God 

Who died and rose again 

Behold the Lamb of God who comes 

To take away our sin. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Wanderers in the wilderness 

O hear a voice is crying 

Prepare the way, make straight the path 

Your King has come to die. 

 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

Who takes away our sin 

Behold the Lamb of God 

The life and light of men 

Behold the Lamb of God 

Who died and rose again 

Behold the Lamb of God who comes 

To take away our sin. 

 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

Who takes away our sin 

Behold the Lamb of God 

The life and light of men 

Behold the Lamb of God 

Who died and rose again 

Behold the Lamb of God who comes 

To take away our sin. 

Closing Prayer 

Merciful God, you sent your Son, the spotless Lamb, to take upon himself the sin of the world. Create in us 

hearts that love and serve you. Help us by our words and actions point others to Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

525 The Lamb   CW 525 

1     The Lamb, the Lamb, 

O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

    Faith sees, believes 

God will provide the Lamb of price! (Refrain) 
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Ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own! 

The Lamb is reigning on his throne. 

 

2     The Lamb, the Lamb, 

one perfect final offering. 

    The Lamb, the Lamb, 

let earth join heav’n his praise to sing. (Refrain) 

 

3     The Lamb, the Lamb, 

as wayward sheep their shepherd kill 

    so still, his will, 

on our behalf the law to fill. (Refrain) 

 

4     He sighs, he dies, 

he takes my sin and wretchedness. 

    He lives, forgives, 

he gives me his own righteousness. (Refrain) 

 

5     He rose, he rose, 

my heart with thanks now overflows. 

    His song prolong 

till ev’ry heart to him belong. (Refrain) 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: January 22, 2023 

 

Prayers 

    98th Birthday—Dorothy Will (1/23) 

    Baptism—Preston Joseph Dellenbach (Sunday) 

    Divine Call Deliberations—Joe Fetcenko (called to teach STEM/Tech Ed at Luther High); Ben Bain (called to be 

the principal and 7th and 8th grade teacher at Stevensville, MI) 

EARLY EDUCATION OPEN HOUSE 

You are invited to attend the Early Education open house on Sunday, January 22, 2023. The open house runs from 

3:00-5:00 pm. We encourage you to come and meet the teachers and view the classrooms.  

Admissions is now open for the 2023-24 school year. Letters were sent to members who have children, according to 

our records, eligible to enroll in 3k, 4k, or kindergarten this fall. Please call the office if you were missed in this 

mailing. Our preschool and kindergarten classes fill very quickly. 
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EVERY MEMBER VISITS 

Last year the pastors did Every Member Visits and managed to meet with a number of the families of our 

congregation. This year your pastors would like to make the effort to meet with all those that they didn't get to 

meet with last year. The purpose of the meeting is simply to get to know the pastors and vice versa. St. Paul's is a 

family of believers and the better we know each other the better we can all be served by God's Word. If you desire 

to meet with one of the pastors, please contact one of them or contact the office to schedule a time. Otherwise the 

pastors will be reaching out to a number of the families to schedule a time for a short visit.  

WORSHIP SURVEY 

What a blessing that we are able to begin construction for our Grateful and Growing project this spring! In mid-

March, all three Sunday services will be held in the sanctuary, which will require us to make slight changes to 

service times. We're hoping that an added benefit of this change will be that it alleviates some parking lot 

congestion.  

Since the results from our last survey were inconclusive, please answer these more specific questions 

to give us a better idea of which service times would work best for a majority of our members. We 

realize that not every option will be the best fit for every member, but we are thankful God has 

blessed us with the need for so many services and opportunities for worship. The survey should take 

less than a minute to complete. Click here for a survey link or use this QR code. 

WINTER BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

A list of all the different Winter Bible Study options is available in the church lobby. Sunday Bible studies are held at 

9:20 am. Sunday School classes start at 9:15 am and are split into different grade and age levels ranging from 

preschool to 6th grade. Children as young as three who are potty trained can attend. Check out the signs in the 

hallways for room locations. 

THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH 

The Thursday morning women’s Bible Study will begin a study of the book of Zephaniah. This is an online study held 

from 6:30-7:30 am. If you would like a link to the study, please email Jan Westerman 

at jkwestertman1@yahoo.com. If you cannot stay for the whole hour, you can join or leave the conversation at any 

time as we have participants that need to leave early for work or to take children to school.  

2022 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements were sent out Tuesday, January 17. Look for a message from automail360members.com. Please 

check your junk or spam folder if you don’t see it in your inbox. 

GIVING IN 2023 

2023 offering envelopes are available in the church lobby. Please enter your name on the form "missing envelopes" 

if you would like a packet assigned to you. 

More of our members are having their financial service corporations send their IRA distribution checks to the office. 

Please make sure that your name is listed on the paperwork and which fund(s) your check should be applied 

to (General Funds, Grateful and Growing, etc.).**Checks that do not have a designation listed will be applied to 

the General Fund. Thank you we appreciate your support of the ministry here at St. Paul's. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdo5NSv7J-Vjsb1jurWHc2aML0FVvZOZJfCBCJMvJeiRDGsg/viewform
mailto:jkwestertman1@yahoo.com
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LENT/EASTER CHOIR 

We'd love to have you in our Lent and Easter choir! Practices will begin at 6:30 on Wednesday, February 1. We'll 

meet in the back of the sanctuary. The choir will be singing for the 6:30 Ash Wednesday service on February 22, 

Good Friday on April 7, and for Easter Sunday on April 9. Please contact Wendy Schibbelhut to be included in an e-

mail group or with any questions: wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org.  

SEEKING THRIVENT MEMBERS  

The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) here at St. Paul's is looking to put a list together of anyone in our church or 

school who is a Thrivent member. There are a few programs available through Thrivent for those who are members 

or who have products through them that could be used to bless the ministry here at St. Paul's. If you are a Thrivent 

member, please email your name to PTO President, Tim Mueller, at mueller.tp@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

2023 MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 

The 2023 Men of His Word Conference will take place Saturday, February 18 in Oshkosh, WI. This year's theme is 

"Man Up In a Man Down World." Click on this link for more information. Registration forms are available in the 

church lobby. 

Some of the guys from the Men’s Saturday Bible Class typically attend. If you are interested in more information, 

please talk to Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
The Luther High School Drama Department is in need of the following props for their upcoming presentation Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang.  

Old fashioned motorbike (does not need functioning motor). Sidecar would be great! 
Large wheels (for creating the run-down car) 
More details to come in future editions 

Contact Mr. Greg Baures if you have any questions or have a prop/set piece that we could borrow.  

Volunteers Needed for Set Building  

Do you like to build things? Do you enjoy painting, sewing, or wielding a hammer and saw? Every Saturday from 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm, Luther High School’s drama department, cast, and parents are hard at work building the set 

and could use your help. You can show up at whatever time works best for you and depart when you need to. No 

sign up is required – just show up ready to help. If you have any questions, please contact Jacob Werre 

at jacobj_4@hotmail.com.  

 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday, January 26, 2023, 6:30 pm: Rosie Smith 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 

8:00 am: Duane Schlender, Joel Babinec, Warren Johnson, Dan Braund 

9:15 am: Andy Bettin, Luke Rosenbaum, Kevin Strangman 

10:30 am: Dave Pertzsch, Doug Pertzsch, Doug Bakken, Jeffrey Gilbertson 
 

 

mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:mueller.tp@gmail.com
https://www.menofhisword.org/
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:baurgreg@luther.k12.wi.us
mailto:jacobj_4@hotmail.com
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SCHEDULED GREETERS  

Thursday, January 26, 2023, 6:30 pm: Klein 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 

8:00 am: Schlender, Banasik 

9:15 am: Leibl 

10:30 am: Schwartz 
 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717    behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660    skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

