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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's Word 

and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  

 

A SAVIOR IS BORN! The first Christmas sermon was preached to a small congregation consisting entirely of shepherds. 

The preacher was an angel. The message of his sermon? “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you.” That 

is a heavy word: Savior. It says as much about us as it does about this child. If one needs saving, it means he is totally 

helpless—completely lost—doomed, without outside intervention. That is how God the Father viewed us: helpless, lost, 

doomed. So, he sent his only Son to be our Savior.  

 

A SAVIOR IS BORN TO BE THE TRUE SON Christmas holidays mean family time. Extended family travel and visits. 

Meals are prepared, gifts given, memories are made. The memories might not all be good. Sometimes, Christmas 

dinners end in fights. Sometimes, hurt feelings keep family from coming together during the holidays. The painful 

reality is that we sinners fail our families, and our families fail us. God knows what that’s like. He, too, wanted his 

children to be everything he hoped for them to be. But he was sorely disappointed. That’s why he made a plan. God 

the Father sent Jesus to be the son that he always wanted—reciprocal in love, perfect in obedience, unwavering in 

devotion. Jesus came to be everything that God wanted from us. By coming to be the true Son of the Father, Jesus 

gives us rights to be redeemed sons and daughters—sons just like Jesus with the rights, the relationship, and the 

privileges of heirs. 

 

Theme: A Savior Is Born to Be the True Son 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Organist: Tricia Bain 
  
 

 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-

715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. “Let All Together Praise our Lord” (st. 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, st. 4 

Text (st. 4): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715642 
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Bells and Welcome 

363 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice `   CW 363 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 

now raise to heav’n our voice; 

    he from whom joy streameth 

poor in a manger lies; 

    not so brightly beameth 

the sun in yonder skies. 

    Thou my Savior art! 

    Thou my Savior art! 

 

2 Come from on high to me; 

I cannot rise to thee. 

    Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy Child; 

    thro’ thy grace and merit, 

blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

    draw me unto thee! 

    Draw me unto thee! 

 

3 Now through his Son doth shine 

the Father’s grace divine. 

    Death was reigning o’er us 

through sin and vanity 

    till he opened for us 

a bright eternity. 

    May we praise him there! 

    May we praise him there! 

 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground, 

    where the angels singing 

with all his saints unite, 

    sweetest praises bringing 

in heav’nly joy and light. 

    Oh, that we were there! 

    Oh, that we were there! 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Confession and Absolution 

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 

acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 

and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 

me, a sinner. 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Prayer and Praise 

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against 

the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

Christ, have mercy. 

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear 

our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 

Amen. 

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

Oh Lord, Our Lord 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human nature. By his gracious 

coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

First Lesson     Isaiah 63:7–9 

7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
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 according to all the LORD has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

 he has done for Israel, 

 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 

 children who will be true to me”; 

 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 

 and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 

 he lifted them up and carried them 

 all the days of old. 

Second Lesson     Galatians 4:4–7 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those 

under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son 

into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you 

are his child, God has made you also an heir. 

Verse of the Day     Psalm 98:1 

Alleluia. Sing to the LORD a new song; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. Alleluia. 
 

 

 

 

 
  

Gospel Lesson     Matthew 2:13–23 

 13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and 

his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15where he stayed until the death 

of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
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 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the 

boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned 

from the Magi. 17Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be 

comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and said, “Get up, take the child 

and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus 

was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he 

withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said 

through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

383 The Only Son from Heaven   CW 383 

1 The only Son from heaven, 

    foretold by ancient seers, 

by God the Father given, 

    in human form appears. 

No sphere his light confining, 

no star so brightly shining 

    as he, our Morning Star. 

 

2 O time of God appointed, 

    O bright and holy morn! 

He comes, the King anointed, 

    the Christ, the virgin-born, 

grim death to conquer for us, 

to open heav’n before us 

    and bring us life again. 

 

3 O Lord, our hearts awaken 

    to know and love you more, 

in faith to stand unshaken, 

    in spirit to adore, 

that we, through this world moving, 

each glimpse of heaven proving, 

    may reap its fullness there. 

 

4 O Father, here before you 

    with God the Holy Ghost 

and Jesus, we adore you, 

    O Pride of angel host. 

Before you mortals lowly 

cry, “Holy, holy, holy, 

    O blessèd Trinity!” 
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Sermon Reading     Psalm 2 

1Why do the nations conspire 

 and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth rise up 

 and the rulers band together 

 against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 
3“Let us break their chains 

 and throw off their shackles.” 

4The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

 the Lord scoffs at them. 
5He rebukes them in his anger 

 and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6“I have installed my king 

 on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

 7I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 

He said to me, “You are my son; 

 today I have become your father. 
8Ask me, 

 and I will make the nations your inheritance, 

 the ends of the earth your possession. 
9You will break them with a rod of iron; 

 you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

10Therefore, you kings, be wise; 

 be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11Serve the LORD with fear 

 and celebrate his rule with trembling. 
12Kiss his son, or he will be angry 

 and your way will lead to your destruction, 

for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

 Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 
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    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 128, Onalaska, 

WI 54650 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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The Sacrament 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  

Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.  

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who 

sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution  

355 Let All Together Praise Our God   CW 355 

1 Let all together praise our God 

    before his highest throne; 

today he opens heav’n again 

    and gives us his own Son, 

    and gives us his own Son. 
 

2 He leaves his heav’nly Father’s throne, 

    is born an infant small, 

and in a manger, poor and lone, 

    lies in a humble stall, 

    lies in a humble stall. 
 

3 He veils in flesh his pow’r divine 

    a servant’s form to take, 

in want and lowliness must pine 

    who heav’n and earth did make, 

    who heav’n and earth did make. 
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4 He undertakes a great exchange, 

    puts on our human frame, 

and in return gives us his realm, 

    his glory, and his name, 

    his glory, and his name. 
 

5 He serves that I a lord may be— 

    a great exchange indeed! 

Could Jesus’ love do more for me 

    to help me in my need, 

    to help me in my need? 
 

6 For us he opens wide the door 

    of paradise today. 

The angel guards the gate no more; 

    to God our thanks we pay, 

    to God our thanks we pay. 

820 O God, Our Help in Ages Past   CW 820 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    and our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of your throne 

    your saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is your arm alone, 

    and our defense is sure. 
 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

    or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting you are God, 

    to endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 

    are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night 

    before the rising sun. 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    soon bears us all away; 

we fly forgotten, as a dream 

    dies at the op’ning day. 
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6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last 

    and our eternal home! 

Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that 

the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 

his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

Blessing 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

617 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   CW 617 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Announcements 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: January 1, 2023 

 

Prayers 

    Thankful for Successful Surgery—Frank Holper 

    Divine Call—Joe Fetcenko (called to teach STEM/Tech Ed at Luther High) 

THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Thursday night worship will resume on January 5th at 6:30 pm. 

WINTER BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

A list of all the different Winter Bible Study options is available in the church lobby. There will be no Sunday School and 

Bible Class on January 1 (January 4). Regular Sunday School and Bible classes will resume January 8, 2023. 

NEW STARTING POINT CLASS 

A new Starting Point class will be held on Mondays at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Do you know someone you want to 

help foster their faith? Has it been a while since you took a Bible study? Do you need a good review of the Christian 

faith? Do you want a forum where you can ask a pastor whatever questions you want? Pastor Krause will begin another 

session of Starting Point class on January 9. Feel free to show up or contact anyone of the pastors for questions.  

VOTERS' MEETING RESULTS 

The two agenda items for the voter's meeting on Sunday, December 4th passed. The first was extending a call to 

Elizabeth Kolb to teach approximately 10 hours a week for the 2023-2024 school year to allow Corey Paske admin time. 

Elizabeth has accepted the call to serve. The other agenda item was "Proceed with the Building Project according to the 

plans set forth by the Grateful and Growing Teams, including a loan through CEF and contracting construction 

management services with Catalyst Construction." The building project passed with a 65-5 vote. Please keep these 

decisions in your prayers that the Lord blesses them according to his will.   

LIVE NATIVITY TAKE DOWN 

The take down of the Live Nativity is happening today from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Come for the whole day or for a few 

hours. Any help is appreciated.  

THANK YOU to all those who helped with Live Nativity this year! Whether you helped organize and recruit, played a 

character down at Riverside, stayed at First Lutheran to help with sign-in or costumes, served food, donated food, 

hauled trees, repaired props, set up or helped take down the nativity, spent your nights behind the scenes, babysat so a 

family could play a role down at the park, donated money, or encouraged others to help...YOU ARE ALL VERY 

APPRECIATED! This work of spreading the good news of Jesus at Christmas is such an important outreach 

opportunity.  People travel great distances to come see the Rotary Lights and thousands of people come through and 

view the true meaning of Christmas. You are a part of something wonderful! Thank you so much! 

CHURCH/SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

The church/school office will be closed through Monday, January 2, 2023.  
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2022 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements will be sent electronically in January to those who are members, who have an email address on file 

with us, and have given any amount to any fund here at St. Paul's in 2022. Please note, that because of the large number 

of statements being sent, they may come into your junk or spam folder. A sign-up sheet is available in the church lobby 

for those who wish to have a hard copy generated. 

GIVING IN 2023 

2023 offering envelopes are available in the church lobby. Not everyone was assigned an envelope packet. Please enter 

your name on the form "missing envelopes" if you would like a packet assigned to you. 

More of our members are having their financial service corporations send their IRA distribution checks to the office. 

Please make sure that your name is listed on the paperwork and which fund(s) your check should be applied 

to (General Funds, Grateful and Growing, etc.).**Checks that do not have a designation listed will be applied to the 

General Fund. Thank you we appreciate your support of the ministry here at St. Paul's. 

WELS COULEE WOMEN'S RETREAT 

The 2023 WELS Coulee Women's Retreat will be held at Luther High School on Saturday, April 22. This retreat provides 

an opportunity for WELS/ELS women and their friends to gather together, encourage each other with God's Word, and 

go forth to share God's Word with others. Click on this link for a registration form and to view the itinerary. Printed 

copies are also available in the church lobby. 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday, January 5, 2023, 6:30 pm: Art Klein 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 

8:00 am: Mike Murry, Mick Schuldt, Mitch Schultz, Terry Thienes, Matt Banasik 
9:15 am: Doug Luehmann, George Villarreal, Jared Wickus 
10:30 am: Roger Strangman, Steve Kinderman, Adam Krajewski, Darin Streeck, Ryan Lussky 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717    behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660    skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/53f59189-f160-a5c8-8c8c-2496e289c148/WCWR_2023_Brochure_Final.pdf
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

