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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 
holy and powerful Word.  
 
What we put in front of us influences us more than we realize. Whether it's the news, social media, or the apps on 
our phones, all these things impact us. In this weekend's worship, we'll look at the Old Testament believer Samuel 
and see that keeping the Word of God in front of us has lasting impact and significance on our faith and our lives in 
this world. 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  
Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 
Musicians: 6th Grade Junior Choir, Dennis Bertolotti, Jill Bertolotti, Connie Gronholz, Jack Hahm, Dave Kies, Wendy 
Schibbelhut, and Andy Wehausen 
 

 
© 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens 
are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. “Word of God” Andi Rozier, Brenton Brown. “Chief of Sinners” arr. by Branches 

Band. "Thy Word" Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith, Keith Phillips. “Speak, O Lord” Stuart Townend and Keith Getty. “This I Believe (the Creed)” Matthew Philip 
Crocker, Benjamin David Fielding. “God’s Word Is our Great Heritage” arr. by Koine. 
 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Service of the Word 
 
BELLS AND WELCOME 
 
SONG:                                            “Word of God” 
 

The Word of God is light in my darkness 
Hope for the hopeless strong and true. 

The Word of God is strength for the weary 
A shield for those who trust in You. 

 
Everything will fade everything will fade 

The heavens and the earth will pass away. 
But You will remain, yes, You will remain always. 

 
Jesus faithful Word of God 

The anchor of my heart 
You're everything You say You are, 

Greater than my deepest needs, 
The ground beneath my feet. 

Your promises won't fail me now. 
 

The Word of God is light in my darkness, 
Hope for the hopeless strong and true. 

The Word of God is strength for the weary, 
A shield for those who trust in You, 
A shield for those who trust in You. 

 
Everything will fade, everything will fade 
The heavens and the earth will pass away 

But You will remain, yes, You will remain always. 
 

Jesus faithful Word of God 
The anchor of my heart 

You're everything You say You are. 
 

Greater than my deepest needs 
The ground beneath my feet 

Your promises won't fail me now. 
 

You will not fail us. 
You will not fail us. 
You will not fail us, 

O Word of God. 
 

You will not fail us. 
You will not fail us. 
You will not fail us, 

O Word of God. 
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Jesus faithful Word of God 
The anchor of my heart 

You're everything You say You are. 
 

Greater than my deepest needs 
The ground beneath my feet 

Your promises won't fail me now. 
 
 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 
Congregation:  And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 
his mercy. 
 

Chief of sinners though I be,  
Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high,  
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine,  

I am his and he is mine! 
 

 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and 
do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt. 
 
 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,  
Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea,  

Lasting as eternity, 
Love that found me—wondrous thought!— 

Found me when I sought him not. 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according 
to his will. 
 
C:  Amen. 
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Strengthen me, O gracious Lord,  
By your Spirit and your word. 

When my wayward heart would stray,  
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply  
While I live and when I die. 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
P: Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your people, illumined by 
your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and 
believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, now and forever.  

C: (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED                           

THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as 
firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to 
this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

ANTHEM:                          “Thy Word” 
6th Grade Junior Choir (8:00 service only)                                                                                                                             

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 
When I feel afraid 

Think I've lost my way 
Still you're there right beside me. 

And nothing will I fear 
As long as you are near 

Please be near me to the end. 
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Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 
I will not forget 

Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering 

Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to your side 
I will love you to the end. 

Nothing will I fear as long as you are near 
Please be near me to the end. 

 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

 
And a light unto my path, 

You're the light unto my path. 
 
 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have 
found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.” 

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 

49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than 
that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

BE SEATED 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN: CW 735                                                                                                                                                       “Speak, O Lord” 

 
Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

To receive the food of your Holy Word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 

Shape and fashion us in your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 

Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All your purposes for your glory. 

 
Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 

Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of your purity. 

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 

Words of pow’r that can never fail, 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 
 Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 

Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 

That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 

Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built 
And you fill the earth with your glory. 

 
SERMON LESSON: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not 
many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God 
was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
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Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Sermon 
STAND 

 
 
 
SONG:                                                                                                                                  “This I Believe (the Creed)” 
 

Singers (Junior Choir): 
 

Our Father everlasting 
The all creating One 

God Almighty. 
Through Your Holy Spirit 
Conceiving Christ the Son 

Jesus our Savior. 
 

I believe in God our Father. 
I believe in Christ the Son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
Our God is three in one. 

 
I believe in the resurrection, 

That we will rise again, 
For I believe in the name of Jesus. 

 
Singers and Congregation: 

Our Judge and our Defender 
Suffered and crucified 
Forgiveness is in You. 

Descended into darkness 
You rose in glorious life 

Forever seated high. 
 

I believe in God our Father. 
I believe in Christ the Son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

Our God is three in one. 
 

I believe in the resurrection, 
That we will rise again, 

For I believe in the name of Jesus. 
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I believe in God our Father. 
I believe in Christ the Son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

Our God is three in one. 
 

I believe in the resurrection, 
That we will rise again, 

For I believe in the name of Jesus. 
For I believe in the name of Jesus. 
For I believe in the name of Jesus. 

 
Singers: 

I believe in life eternal, 
I believe in the virgin birth, 

I believe in the saints' communion, 
And in Your holy Church. 

I believe in the resurrection, 
When Jesus comes again, 

For I believe in the name of Jesus. 
 

Singers and Congregation: 
I believe in God our Father. 
I believe in Christ the Son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
Our God is three in one. 

I believe in the resurrection 
That we will rise again, 

For I believe in the name of Jesus, 
For I believe in the name of Jesus. 

 
 
BE SEATED 

INSTALLATION OF STUDENT TEACHERS 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 
STAND 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 C: Our Father in heaven,  

    Hallowed be your name,  
    Your kingdom come,   
    Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
    Give us today our daily bread.  
    Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
    Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  
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BE SEATED 

P: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 293                                                                                                  “God’s Word Is our Great Heritage” 

God’s Word is our great heritage 
And shall be ours forever 

To spread its light from age to age 
Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way 
In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant while worlds endure 
We keep its teachings pure 
Throughout all generations. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: January 17, 2021 
 

 Hospitalized with COVID-19—Darla Barney 
 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to 

worship. You can sign-up by going to our website:  www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. You will be able to see how many 
people have signed up for each service.  

Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. Paul's website. All other  Livestreamed services are 

archived and can be watched on our Youtube channel. Search St Paul’s Onalaska on Youtube. 

Worship Times 
Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm  

Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 
Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed. 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING MEETING FOR YOUR JANUARY CALENDAR 
Congregational Voters' Meeting will be held Sunday, January 24 at 11:45 am. This meeting will pertain to the 
Building Project. Agenda items include: 

           1) Site plan approval 
           2) Fund appeal approval 
           3) Fund appeal services provider 
           4) Approval to contract construction management service  
           5) Approval for excess funds reallocation proposal of 19/20 Ministry Plan 

CALL MEETING UPDATE 

The voting assembly was moved by the Holy Spirit to issue a call to Mrs. Laura Schaper to teach second grade 
starting in the fall of 2021. She will be replacing Mrs. Linnette Fehr who will be retiring at the end of this year. Mrs. 
Schaper currently teaches at St. John's Lutheran School in Nodine, MN. Please keep Laura and her family in your 
prayers. 

HEALTH SCREENERS NEEDED 
With school back in session, we are in need of volunteer health screeners again each school day. To sign up to be a 
screener, please click the link or call the office at 608.783.2552 ext. 0. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
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STUDENT TEACHERS 
Two Martin Luther College student teachers, Lydia Bitter and Brooke Newton, are being installed Sunday, January 
17, in the 8:00 am service. Click this link to read their bios. Please help us welcome them to St. Paul’s. 

RESPONSE TO THE CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 
Thank you for all your feedback about the Grateful and Growing presentation concerning the building project. An 
additional document will be distributed to the congregation on January 17th before the meeting on the 24th that 
summarizes the responses, and answers the questions and concerns the congregation had. If an individual would 
like a full copy of all the responses, please contact the church office. Most importantly, please keep this effort in 
your prayers.    

FACEBOOK GOOGLE REVIEWS 
Over the last year, we’ve found the blessings of having an online presence and have been able to reach many 
people with God’s Word through Facebook devotions and online worship.  One of the ways you can help spread the 
message of Jesus and promote the ministry that we do together here at St. Paul’s is giving St. Paul’s a positive 
review/recommendation on Google or Facebook.  We haven’t promoted this much in the past, and so our reviews 
are very minimal right now.  If inclined to do so, please take a few seconds and leave a positive recommendation on 
our Facebook page or a positive review on Google. Thanks!  

GOOD STEWARD EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Good Steward Resale Shop is looking to hire a Store Coordinator. The work will amount to approximately 24 hours 
per week, including Saturdays. To obtain a job description and application form call 608.784.5035 or write to: 

 Wise Managers, Inc., 400 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI  5460. Please return applications by Sunday, January 
24, 2020.  

STAFF SUPPORT FUND 
A fund has been approved and established by the council for unplanned staff assistance. For instance, when a called 
worker needs assistance with moving or goes through unexpected hardship or health issues. Donations may be sent 
or dropped off in the church office, please mark your gifts as “Staff Support Fund.” Once we have a fund built up, 
we will put something together for our paid staff to not only tell them thank you, but to show our appreciation for 
what they all do. Thank you, Tim Scriver, Chairman of the Board of Adult Discipleship 
 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 
The total offerings were $29,551 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 
The amount given to date is $712,396 
(1/10/2021) The amount needed to date is $692,239 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 
 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/20b7d7f8-346b-4626-95f6-9cf7d1b0ca1e/student_teachers_2021.pdf
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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