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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means “to appear.” Salvation has appeared 

in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. 

You see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond our 

understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind’s natural assumptions about him. In other words, 

the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That’s what the 

Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life 

in his kingdom will be uncovered. 

 

Is the pursuit of God and the pursuit of pleasure two separate paths? Many make that assumption—that life with 

Jesus is a boring, sterile experience. They are dead wrong. Jesus came to undo everything that is wrong with our 

world as a result of sin’s curse. He also came to multiply our joy and deliver delight beyond our wildest dreams. 

Note that when Jesus begins to reveal his glory, it isn’t by going to a hospital to cure every ailment. Instead, he 

starts at a local wedding, one of the greatest sources of joy in this life. The truth uncovered for us this week is that 

life with Jesus is not a life with less delight, but infinitely more. 

 

Theme:  

Delight Uncovered: God Delivers More Than We Ask, Not Less 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Shane Krause 

Musicians: Ruby Bain, Sam Baudek, Jenna Bertolotti, Jack Hahm, Josiah Larson, Jada Wahl 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense 

A-715642. Service of the Word. © 1992 Northwestern Publishing House. “What a Beautiful Name is Is” Ben Fielding and Brooke Ligertwood. 

“Before the Throne of God Above” Vikki Cook. “Our God” Matt Redman, Jesse Pryor Reeves, Jonas Carl Gustaf Myrin, Christopher D Tomlin. 

“His Mercy Is More” Matt Papa, Matt Boswell. 
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Service of the Word 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING SONG:                                                                                                                           “What a Beautiful Name It Is” 

Singers: 
You were the Word at the beginning 

One with God the Lord most high 
Your hidden glory in creation 

Now revealed in You our Christ. 
 

What a beautiful Name it is,  
What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a beautiful Name it is,  

Nothing compares to this 
What a beautiful Name it is, the Name of Jesus 

 
Singers and Congregation: 

You didn’t want heaven without us 
So Jesus You brought heaven down 

My sin was great Your love was greater 
What could separate us now? 

 
What a wonderful Name it is,  
What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a wonderful Name it is,  

Nothing compares to this 
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus 
What a wonderful Name it is, the Name of Jesus 

 
Singers: 

Death could not hold You,  
The veil tore before You 

You silence the boast of sin and grave 
The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory 

For You are raised to life again. 
 

You have no rival, You have no equal 
Now and forever God You reign 

Yours is the kingdom, Yours is the glory 
Yours is the Name above all Names 

 
Singers and Congregation: 

What a powerful Name it is,  
What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 
What a powerful Name it is,  
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Nothing can stand against 
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus. 
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus.  
What a powerful Name it is, the Name of Jesus. 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  (spoken) And also with you. 

SONG OF CONFESSION: CW 561                    “Before the Throne of God Above” 

Singers and Congregation: 
Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea; 

A great High Priest whose name is Love, 
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on his hands, 
My name is written on his heart. 

I know that while in heav’n he stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we 

have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and 

plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and 

do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according 

to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and takeaway my guilt. 

When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within, 

Upward I look and see him there 
Who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, 
My sinful soul is counted free; 

For God the just is satisfied 
To look on him and pardon me, 
To look on him and pardon me. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 
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P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Singers: 
Hallelujah, hallelujah 

Praise the One, Risen Son of God. 
 

Singers and Congregation: 
Behold him there, the risen Lamb, 

My perfect, spotless righteousness, 
the great unchangeable I AM, 
The King of glory and of grace. 
One with himself, I cannot die; 

My soul is purchased with his blood. 
My life is hid with Christ on high, 

With Christ my Savior and my God, 
With Christ my Savior and my God. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah 
Praise the One, Risen Son of God.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah 
Praise the One, Risen Son of God.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah 
Praise the One, Risen Son of God.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah 
Praise the One, Risen Son of God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your 

people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may 

be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and 

the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING:                                                                                                                                                       Isaiah 62:1-5 

Isaiah pictures the Church's relationship with the Lord as an eternally happy marriage. The Lord delights in his bride, 
the Church! 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, 
till her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

    her salvation like a blazing torch. 
2 The nations will see your vindication, 

    and all kings your glory; 
you will be called by a new name 
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    that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 
3 You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand, 

    a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
4 No longer will they call you Deserted, 

    or name your land Desolate. 
But you will be called Hephzibah,  

    and your land Beulah; 
for the LORD will take delight in you, 

    and your land will be married. 
5 As a young man marries a young woman, 

    so will your Builder marry you; 
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 

    so will your God rejoice over you. 

SECOND READING:                                                                                                                                            Ephesians 3:14-21 

God wants us to have a fuller life than we can possibly imagine. That fullness of life comes from knowing God's 
grace and salvation in Christ. 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I 
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 

of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at 
work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen. 

SONG: “Our God” 

Singers: 
Water you turned into wine 

Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like you, none like you. 

 
Into the darkness you shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 
There's no one like you, none like you. 

 
Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God, you are higher than any other 

Our God is healer, awesome in power 

Our God, our God. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 
Into the darkness you shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 
There's no one like you, none like you. 
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Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God, you are higher than any other 

Our God is healer, awesome in power 

Our God, our God. 

 

Singers: 

And if our God is for us 

Then who could ever stop us 

And if our God is with us 

Then what could stand against. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

And if our God is for us 

Then who could ever stop us 

And if our God is with us 

Then what could stand against 

Then what could stand against? 

 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God, you are higher than any other 

Our God is healer, awesome in power 

Our God, our God. 

 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God, you are higher than any other 

Our God is healer, awesome in power 

Our God, our God. 

SERMON READING:                                                                                                                                                      John 2:1-11 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 

4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to 
thirty gallons. 

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. 

8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize 
where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 
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aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had 
too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him. 

Theme:  

Delight Uncovered: God Delivers More Than We Ask, Not Less 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 

and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C:  Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:  CW 579        “His Mercy Is More” 

Singers and Congregation: 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all-knowing, he counts not their sum; 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore, 
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more. 

 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam, 
What Father so tender is calling us home! 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor; 
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more. 

 
Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 

Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 
Our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 

What riches of kindness he lavished on us; 
His blood was the payment, his life was the cost. 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford; 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more. 
 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more! 
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn; 

Our sins they are many, his mercy is more! 

His sins they are many, his mercy is more. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: January 16, 2022 

 

Prayers 

    Divine Call—was extended to Karen Riley. Karen currently serves as the kindergarten teacher at Peace 

Lutheran School in Sun Prairie, WI.  

    Comfort for Lois Holper and family at the death of her sister, Karen Patti (1/12) 

    Comfort for family of Susan Hanson at the death of her brother, Robert Schendel 

CHECK OUT THE WINTER BIBLE STUDIES 

Start your new year off by joining one of the many Bible studies St. Paul’s offers. A complete list of studies is available 

as you leave the sanctuary.  

CHILDCARE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STARTING POINT CLASSES 
God has blessed us with a number of people who want to learn more about the gospel of Jesus Christ through our 

Starting Point class this winter. However, there is a need for childcare so that parents can take the class. Would you 

like to volunteer so that these parents can take this class? The class meets once a week on Mondays from 6:30 pm - 

7:30 pm will run for 14 more weeks. Please contact Pastor Olson (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org) if you'd be willing to 

help out, even if it's only a week or two.  

VOTERS’ MEETING 
Our Finance Team has created a financial plan that will help our congregation see how we would be able to fund the 

Grateful and Growing building project while still making sure we are faithfully carrying out the day-to-day ministry 

that God has given us here at St. Paul’s. That plan can be picked up in the entryway of our church. There are two 

documents on the front and back of one sheet: a spreadsheet and assumptions/parameters that build the 

spreadsheet.  

We are giving this information to our congregation ahead of time so that you can have time to think through it 

before the voters’ meeting Sunday, January 23 at 11:45 am. At this meeting we will decide on moving forward with 

this building project.  

GRATEFUL AND GROWING FUND APPEAL 
We are excited by the number of members who have responded to our Grateful and Growing Building Fund Appeal. 

To everyone who has responded, THANK YOU! So far, the kick-off gifts and the 3-year pledges we have received total 

over $2,130,000. 

Just a reminder that the three-year period for fulfilling your commitment to Grateful and Growing officially began 

January 2022. There are multiple ways to make your regular, ongoing gift. If you received physical envelopes, you will 

find Grateful and Growing envelopes spread throughout the pack. We also have Grateful and Growing envelopes 

available on the table in the entryway. Perhaps, the most convenient way to give your ongoing commitment is by 

doing so online.  For tax purposes and your own records, please note that loose checks placed in the offering basket 

without an envelope do not get recorded to your contribution statement.    

 

mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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EVERY MEMBER VISITS 

It’s a great privilege to be able to serve the people of our congregation with God’s Word as well to mutually encourage 

each other in our faith.  To help us better serve you, we are planning to visit as many households in our congregation 

as possible over the next few months leading up to Lent. To help coordinate this, we are asking you to take a look at 

the Every Member Visit link on our website (www.stpaulsonalaska.org) and schedule a time to visit with one of the 

pastors. Once you schedule a visit, the pastor who will be visiting will confirm the day/time/location.  If you don’t 

have internet access, please contact the church office to arrange a day/time.  -Your Pastors 

WISCONSIN RIGHT TO LIFE ANNUAL SIGNATURE AD  

The annual signature ad commemorating all of the precious lives lost to abortion will be in the La Crosse Tribune on 

Sunday, January 23. Forms are available next to the Bible study information as you leave the sanctuary. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

St. Paul's is hosting a Red Cross blood drive on Monday, January 17, 2022 from 12:30 - 5:30 pm. To make an 

appointment, go online to RedCrossBlood.org or call 1-800-733-2767. Please note: You can donate blood if you were 

vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine manufactured by AstraZeneca, Janssen/J&J, Moderna, Novavax, or Pfizer 

providing you are symptom-free and fever-free. 

PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE 

Do you have a child who will be entering preschool or kindergarten this fall? St. Paul’s would love to have you attend 

their Open House on Sunday, January 23 from 3:00-5:00 pm. Come and meet our teachers and learn more about our 

programs. St. Paul’s Lutheran will be participating in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program for 2022-2023. Families 

who qualify with children in 4K or kindergarten can have their children attend tuition free. For further information, 

call the school office at 783.4822 ext. 0.  

JANUARY WIC MEETING 

Women in Christ (WIC) will have their monthly meeting on Monday, January 24 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All 

women of the congregation are invited and encouraged to attend. 

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians-Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, February 7 at 6:30 pm. The topic 

will be: Making realistic goals. 

WELS HOME MISSIONS 

St. Paul's Outreach Board wants to partner with WELS Mission Journeys to support our WELS home mission churches. 

This would entail reaching out with the gospel with 4-6 members of our congregation and going to a home mission 

location in the United States and in the future, internationally. It could entail canvassing, supporting a soccer camp, 

bible camp, Sunday school/etc as the host congregation plans these events. We are looking within the congregation 

for an individual(s) to coordinate and be the team leader(s). If interested, you can talk to Pastor Olson or contact Dan 

Braund at 608-769-4030. For more information visit:  https://wels.net/missionjourneys/  

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
https://wels.net/missionjourneys/
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CENTRAL AFRICAN MEDICAL MISSION (CAMM) 

We continue to share the gospel through our Christ centered healthcare at the CAMM clinics in Zambia and Malawi. 

We thank you for your generous and loving support. The January 2022 CAMM monthly letter is available in the 

church lobby or click on this link. 

WELS COULEE WOMEN'S RETREAT 
The WELS Coulee Women's Retreat will be held at Christ Lutheran Church in West Salem on Saturday, April 2. This 

year's theme is "A time for Strong Women" based on Esther 4:14. Registration forms and itinerary are available 

online at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat. Registration deadline is March 15. Register before February 15 and 

receive an early bird discount. Registration forms are available in the church lobby or click on this link. 

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT 

St. Paul’s Lutheran School is blessed to partner with parents in the Christian education of their children. Educational 
assistants would work primarily within a classroom each school day. 

Requirements 
• Minimum high school diploma 

• Ability to work professionally and proficiently in a dynamic, diversified setting 

• A desire to actively support the mission, vision, and objectives of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School 

The estimated need is for 3-4 hours each morning school is in session. A position description is available upon 
request. Please contact office@stpaulsonalaska.org or call 608-783-4822 for information. 

OTHER ST. PAUL’S EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
We are currently accepting applications for full or part-time custodian positions to assist in maintaining cleanliness 

and general appearance of the facilities. Ability to perform various small maintenance tasks and light upkeep is a plus. 

Interested applicants should contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608-783-2552 ext 233 for more details 

and to pick up an application. 

We are still looking to hire people for the following positions: Food Service Director and assistant, and 2 afternoon 

Surround Care positions (3:00-6:00 pm). Applications are available in the school office. Questions? Contact 

Benjamin Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-4822 ext. 222). 

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Offering envelopes are here and in the church lobby. If you want physical envelopes, but don’t see your name in the 

stack of envelopes, please write your name on the sign-up sheet. For online giving options, head to 

www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give. 

GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements will be e-mailed to members who have e-mail addresses in our data base and gave offerings in 

2021 either electronically or by using their envelopes. If you don’t see your giving statement in your in-box at the 

end of next week, please check your spam or junk folder, last year some statements were found there.  

Don’t have an e-mail address?? A sign-up sheet is in the church lobby or contact the church/school office at 

608.783.2552 ext. 0 to request one.  

 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/35c54b38-432b-00b4-3e76-b93cd938c9e0/CAMM_Jan_2022.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/8a3354a0-7440-b9f4-a801-23c7fd3c5615/Womens_Retreat_2022_BROCHURE_FINAL.pdf
mailto:office@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give


13 

OFFERINGS OF LOVE TO JESUS 

Anticipated weekly offering = $27,159, received last week = $42,996 

Anticipated offerings year to date = $760,449, received to date = $771,018 
 
 
 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

