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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

High school teens: Join us for teen group on Wednesday 
night, January 18, from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. Meet in the church 
fireside room. Come for Bible study, food, and fun. And bring a 
friend! 
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Grateful and Growing 

December marked a milestone for our Congregation. After 

prayerful consideration we chose to support the building  

project financially and we came together as voters to move 

forward with the plan provided by the Building and Finance 

teams. 

 

We have since been approved through CEF for the financing. 

An appraisal been ordered. The construction is being final-

ized, as with any construction schedule in this era many items 

on the timeline may change. The current timeline shows some 

onsite work starting the last week of March. 

 

As the construction nears there will be many opportunities to 

volunteer our time and talents. A great chance to work togeth-

er on this project. 

 

Building committee is currently working on putting together a 

Volunteer schedule and signup sheet to allow congregation 

members to sign up to help with specific tasks that are 

completed by church members. This schedule and signup 

sheets should come out in the next couple of weeks. So, keep 

a lookout for it. If you have any question, please contact 

Richard Elliott 608-769-0782 

 

January also starts the official first installment as submitted in 

our pledges for the amount and timeline committed too. There 

are many ways to do this, a monthly envelope has been 

provided in our offering envelopeas well as online options. 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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A Divine Calling 

"Pastor Smith has received a call to serve at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church." "Mrs. Jones accepted a call to serve in our grade 
school."  Statements like this are heard often in our circles of the Lu-
theran church.  However, people often have questions about the na-
ture of the divine call.  Does this mean, some have asked, that God 
spoke directly to the pastor or teacher and told them where to serve? 
No!   

The Lord makes clear in his Word that he calls pastors and teachers 
of his Word to serve in his church.  Ephesians 4:11-13 says, “So 

Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 

12 
to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 

Christ may be built up 
13 

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”   

In Bible times the Lord did call some of his prophets and apostles by speaking to them direct-
ly.  Think of Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3).  There God told Moses that he was the 
one he had chosen to lead the people of Israel from the slavery of the Egyptians.  When God 
called someone to serve in this direct way, we refer to it as an “immediate” call.  That is, it is a 
divine call into the ministry of the gospel where the Lord did not use “means” to issue the 
call.  He did not use other people to issue the call; the Lord himself directly called the person 
into service. 

The Lord no longer issues “immediate calls” into the ministry.  We do not expect God to whis-
per in the ear of a pastor or teacher to tell him or her to serve here or there.  Rather, today 
Christ calls his gospel ministers by using the means.  That is, he uses the people of his 
church to issue a call to a pastor or teacher.  We refer to this as a “mediate” call.  God calls 
his servants of the Word through the church.  When a pastor or teacher receives such a call, 
he does not expect the Lord to tell him exactly where he should serve.  Rather, the called 
servant will use the good gift of human reason to decide where he might best use his gifts to 
share the gospel and advance the kingdom of God.   

May the Lord continue to provide the people of his church with faithful servants who speak 
the saving gospel clearly and boldly! 

Pastor Shane Krause 
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S T .  P A U L ’S  G R O U P  B I B L E  S T U D Y  &  S U N D AY  S C H O O L  W I N T E R  2 0 2 3  
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 

 
Exodus   Starts January 8 and 11 
Sundays at 9:20 Fellowship Hall  
Wednesdays at 9 am in the Fireside Room 
 
A baby in a basket on the Nile River.  The 10 plagues.  
The parting of the Red Sea.  Manna and Quail.  The book 
of Exodus has many familiar Old Testament stories with 
tremendous application for God’s people living in the 21

st
 

century.  Come and study these stories together and see a 
story of God’s redemption of his people and faithfulness to 
his promises.   
 
B.I.B.L.E. Apologetics Starts January 8 
Sundays at 9:20 am Church 
 
This January we’ll be resuming our BIBLE classes specifi-
cally designed for our 7-8

th
 graders and parents but open 

to anyone interested in attending.  For 8-10 weeks, we’ll 
be studying apologetics.  Apologetics is just a fancy word 
that focuses on equipping people to defend their faith.  
We’ll be looking at some very practical issues that Chris-
tians face in this world and how we as Christians can 
speak the truth of God’s Word in love.  Some of the topics 
we’ll look at include the reliability of the Bible and Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, and how we can 
talk to skeptical people about the most important message of all time.   
 
Starting Point Class 
Starts Monday January 9 at 6:30 pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall 
Questions about the Bible?  New to the Christian faith?  
Has it been more than five years since you’ve attended 
Starting Point?  Pastor Krause will begin a new Starting 
Point class which covers the main teachings of the Bible 
and gives clear answers to life’s biggest problems and 
questions.  Atmosphere is relaxed and questions are 
encouraged.  If you have any questions, talk to Pastor 
Krause – skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org    

(Continued on page 4) 

Small Group Bible Studies 
This winter, we’ll be resuming small group studies.  We are especially looking for anyone interested in 
serving as hosts where a study could be held at your residence.  If you are interested, please contact 
Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org. These classes typically are sermon-based and are de-
signed to be discussed and talked about in a welcoming, friendly atmosphere so they’re great for peo-
ple who are new to St. Paul’s and people who have been here for a long time!  We usually meet for 
three sessions throughout the year about 5-6 weeks per session (Oct-Nov, Jan-Feb, and Apr-May).  
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Sunday School 
Sunday School resumes January 8

th
 at 9:15 am and is split by different grade and age levels ranging 

from pre-K-6
th
 grade.  Each class will meet in a different school classroom. Children as young as 

three who are potty trained can attend. Check out the signs in the hallways for room locations or ask 
one of the pastors.  
 
 
Teens: We invite our 9-12

th
 graders to attend adult Bible study with us on Sundays at 9:20 am. Pastor 

Krause will continue to lead youth group for high schoolers on select Wednesday nights throughout the 
year.  Let him know if you’d like to get on his text list.   
 
 
Men’s Bible Class 
Saturdays 8:00 am     Location: Kwik Trip (408 Sandlake Rd) 
Facilitator: Steve Loehr    Topic: The Book of John 
 
Women’s Bible Classes 
Mondays at 4:00 pm    Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut   Topic: Minor Prophets Starts January 9 
Zoom option available (January 2 
 
Mondays at 6:30 pm    Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut   Topic: Connecting Calvary to Sinai Starts January 9 
No Classes on January 2 
 
Tuesdays at 9:00 am    Location: School Basement  
Facilitator: Lois Jenson     Topic: Ezekiel 
No Classes on January 3  
 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm    Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Nicole Wickus/Lori Ehlke  Topic: Pew Sisters: God’s Faithfulness Show in the Lives 
 No Classes in December or January 4 of 12 Different Women  
 
Thursdays at 6:30 am 
email Jan to get the Skype link   Location: Online Class  
Facilitator: Jan Westerman 
jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 
       (New Topic in January!) 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES (* Denotes CONFIRMED members) July through December 2022 
 
Received by TRANSFER FROM other WELS congregations 
*Brad and *Kathy Dietel from Friedens Lutheran Church in New Prague, MN 
*Zachary Johnson from St. Paul’s, Howards Grove, WI 
*Chris and *Michelle Wachal and children Makayla and Logan from Zion, Rhinelander, WI 
*Eric and *Kristina Pederson and children Ellie and Amelia from Emmanuel Lutheran in Tempe, AZ 
*Hannah Witte from Faith Lutheran on Fond du Lac, WI 
*Paul and *Brenda Mendell from St. John’s Lutheran, Bare Mills, WI 
*Stephen Schallert from Grace Lutheran, La Crosse, WI 
*Marlene Wood from First Lutheran, La Crosse, WI 
*Daniel and *Meggan Baudek and children *Samuel, *Clara and *Olivia from Christ Lutheran, West Salem, WI 
*Malachi Kemp and daughter Aubree from St. Paul’s, Bangor, WI 
*Emma Kemp and son Hayden from Resurrection, Chesapeake, VA 
*Faith Johnson from St. Matthews Lutheran, Stoddard, WI 
*Kevin and *Angi Strangman and children *Dominic Strangman, *Alex Strangman, *Julia Strangman, *Emma Hannum, 
*Maggie Hannum and *Claire Hannum from First Lutheran, La Crescent, MN 
*Tami and *Torrey Kistler and children *Ellie Sass and *Logan Sass from First Lutheran, La Crescent, MN 
*Coral Cady-Metcalfe from Mt. Calvary Lutheran, La Crosse, WI 
*Sara Semlar and children Angel Miller and Naviana Davis from Christ Lutheran, West Salem, WI 
*Joshua Weaver from Living Hope in Commerce City, CO 
*Dave and Amy Lockman and son Ezra from Salem Lutheran Church in Stillwater, MN 
*Carrie Taylor from Cross Walk in Phoenix, AZ 
 
Received by ADULT CONFIRMATION 
*Joseph and *Courtney Kostuchowski, baptized son Royal 
*Russ and *Emily Gerken, baptized children Isabella and Owen 
*Janet Gasper 
*Tiffany and *Brett Sawyer and son Colten 
*Payton Sawyer 
*Jacob Dahlen 
 
Received by Profession of Faith 
*Ione Severson 
*Kathy Lyman 
*Carla and *Terry Steffen 
*Jennifer Orozco and children Sophia, Samuel, Amelia, and Lucia 
*Robert and *Kim Benson 
*Kara Yanacheck and children Elijah, Caleb and Maxwell 
*Ron and *Cindy Peterson 
 
TRANSFER TO other WELS/ELS congregation 
*Shelby Paus to Grace Lutheran, Prairie du Chien, WI 
*Hans Zietlow to St. Matthew’s Lutheran, Oconomowoc, WI 
*Rebecca Schilling to St. Paul’s, Columbus, OH 
*Jeremy Fluegge to Bethany Lutheran, Appleton, WI 
*Jill, *Nathan, Amelia and *Alison Karr to St. John’s Lutheran, Barre Mills, WI 
*Garrett and *Calla Schoch and children Charlotte and Oliver to NorthCross Lutheran, Lakeville, MN 
*Brandon Fluegge to St. Paul’s, North Mankato, MN 
*Caleb Schilling to St. Mark’s, Mankato, MN 
*Robert and *Mimi Richmond to St. John’s Lutheran, Sparta, WI 
*Peter Sebald to St. John’s Lutheran, Sparta, WI 
*Bill and *Lisa Owen to Grace Lutheran, La Crosse, WI 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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RELEASED to join another Christian Church 
*Jeff, *Kathy, *Jordan, and *Dakoda Koblitz 
*Dennis and *Carol Hines 
*Linnette Fehr 
*Lee Fehr 
 
RELEASED from St. Paul’s Spiritual Care 
*Kyle Easton 
*Shane Easton 
*Jim, *Ryan, *Rebecca and *Matthew Karr 
*Leanne Boebel 
*Roger Overton 
*George and *Lorie Peterson 
*Jason Coorough 
*Nathaniel Schwartz 
*Richard Carrell 
*Tyler and *Hannah Colbert and children Addison and Blake 
 
REMOVED 
*Hannah Westerman 
*Susan Goodrich 
*Shelby Deml 
*Sean Deml 
*Taylor Hesselberg 
*Carey Shilts and *Rachel Barker 
*Heather Wilke 

(Continued from page 5) 

December 

1. 1 Corinthians 5, 6  

2. 1 Cor. 7  

3. 1 Cor. 8, 9  

4. 1 Cor. 10:1-11:1  

5. 1 Cor. 11:2-34  

6. 1 Cor. 12  

7. 1 Cor. 13  

8. 1 Cor. 14  

9. 1 Cor. 15:1-34  

10. 1 Cor. 15:35-58  

11. 1 Cor. 16  

12. Psalm 30  

13. Ps. 31  

14. Ps. 32  

15. Ps. 33  

16. Ps. 34  

17. Ps. 35  

18. Ps. 36  

19. Ps. 37:1-20  

20. Ps. 37:21-40  

21. Ps. 38  

22. Ps. 39  

23. Ps. 40:1-10  

24. Ps. 40:11-17  

25. Ps. 41  

26. 2 Cor. 1:1-11  

27. 2 Cor. 1:12-22  

28. 2 Cor. 1:23-2:17  

29. 2 Cor. 3:1-4:6  

30. 2 Cor. 4:7-5:10  

31. 2 Cor. 5:11-6:10 
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WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meets every other month on the first 
Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall)  Children who are enrolled in Cradle 
Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 6 months until they are 4. Our next 
meeting will be January 5, 2022.  If you are interested we can always use new 
members.   

Women in Christ Book Group meets the second Tuesday of each month in 

the Fireside area of the church at 6:30 p.m. We will next be meeting on Tuesday, 

January 10 and have chosen "The Wish Book Christmas" by Lynn Austin. All wom-

en of the congregation are invited. Please consider joining in the New Year for this 

opportunity of Christian fellowship through reading. 

Given in loving memory of Norma Roubik by & 
for Grateful and Growing 
Bradley Wordell 
Roger and Jean Knudtson 
Steve and Kim Blado 
Rev. Norris and Kristine Baumann 
Douglas and Debra Bakken 
Michael and Mary Paggi 
Gary and Rose Baumgarten 
Mark and Kari Hanson 
 
Given in loving memory of Eugene Papenfuss 
by & for Grateful and Growing 
Barbara Phillips 
Lois Sanderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rosendahl 
Harley and Bernice Doering 
Lois Jensen  
Darcy Dockter  
Karen & Duane Papenfuss  
Jeff & Sandy Anderson  
Brent & Sarah Holten  
Brad & Alison Holten  
Jessie Danielson  
Brian & Bridget Papenfuss  
Lee & Lois Johnson  
Sharon Braund   
Linda Sanders & Tom Ewoldt 
Charlie & Judy Holten  
David Holten   
James & Gerry Ely  

Richard & Florene Holten  
Darrel & Ardelle Zilmer   
Roy & Rosie Wadewitz  
David Parpart   
John & Glenda Roellich   
Matthew & Betty Van Loon  
Doris Mueller    
Betty Falkenberg   
Jim and Gail Mumm   
Jack and Debbie Van Lin  
Frank Van Lin   
Lori Peters    
Ron & Terri Fiers   
Maureen Fortner   
Bill & Connie Bader   
Eleanor Malmo   
Robert Malmo   
Ramona Kiehne   
Jeff & Candy Dahl   
Glen & Kitti Thomas   
Ron Kendhammer   
Barb Dettmering   
Dan & Cathy Braund  
Joleen Stratman   
Karen Johnson   
Dean & Marianne Buchanan  
Joe & Julie Konichek  
Bruce & Trudy Swenson  
Paul & Dorothy Solberg  
Dave & Ann Jansen   

Memorials 
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Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet Wednesday 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center and Sunday 4:00 pm 
here at St. Paul's. Recovery in Christ ministers to those who suffer from various addictions. Call/
text Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time (608.567.3038).  

GRIEF SUPPORT 
If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come to our next Grief 
Support meeting at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Come for com-
fort from God's word, and encouragement from fellow Christians. Con-
tact our Pastors for more info. 

Onalaska Food Basket 
Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped off 
in the totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s current need is for cans of juice. 

Christian Counseling Services Are Available To Our Congregation 
Through Christian Family Solutions, members of our congregation have ac-
cess to confidential counseling services through a program called MAP 
(Member Assistance Program). The counselors are WELS/ELS mental 
health professionals, using secure, online video technology. Short-term 
counseling is available from any private location that has an internet con-

nection and a web cam. Telephone counseling is also available. If you are interested, please talk to one 
of our pastors. 

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see 
the items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on 
how to make a donation. Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website 

and on the menu at the top of the page, click Give and then Wish List.  Master Wish List 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. Click on the link for the 
monthly WELS connection. https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Scrip will be sold on Sunday mornings from 9 to 9:15 am and 10:15 -10:30 am at the 
scrip table near the church office. Please contact Katy Miller with any questions about 
scrip at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Register Now! 
 

2023 WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat 

April 22, 2023 

Luther High School 

Onalaska, WI 

Speakers from Christian Family Solutions, Institutional 

Ministries, Young Living and Holy Hen House. Our 

Keynote is Susan L. Fink, author of Self-Care: Selfish 

or Sacred? An Interactive Guide to Myths and 

Misunderstandings. 

Registration forms and itinerary are available 

at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat. 

Cost: $50 by February 28, 2023; $55 by March 25, 2023; 

$60 after March 25, 2023 

http://www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat.
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St. Paul's Lutheran School 
 
CHILDREN SHARE THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL AGAIN 
Each year, St. Paul’s students (and teachers) prepare special Christmas ser-
vices.  Preschool through Kindergarten students delivered their Christmas ser-
vice on Sunday, December 11, 2022, at 4:00 pm.  Grades 1-8 students shared 
their service on Sunday, December 18.  The Sanctuary was tightly packed, espe-
cially on December 18. 
 
It is such a comfort to see and hear children proclaim the Gospel!  The children 
pointed to the sin of all people and the need for a Savior.  They quoted Scripture 
as evidence that the baby born of Mary in Bethlehem was indeed the Son of God 
and the promised Messiah.  People need not wander in the darkness of sin, for 
Jesus is our light! 
 
“I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should 
stay in darkness.”  (John 12:46) 
 
ST. PAUL’S TO CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Next school year marks a milestone of God’s grace – St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
enters its 50th year! We are looking to form an Ad Hoc Committee to develop and 
implement plans for our celebration. The Ad Hoc Committee will begin meeting in 
January with the goal of preparing a plan to present to the Board of Education at 
its April 4, 2023 meeting. If you are interested in serving on this Ad Hoc Commit-
tee, please contact Mr. Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org). 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
In preparation for St. Paul’s to enter the Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) for 2023-
2024, the Student Services ad Hoc Committee is working on a number of items to bring to the Jan-
uary 4, 2023, Board of Education meeting: 1) our School Profile, 2) referral forms, 3) a service plan 
template, 4) communication pieces for current St. Paul’s families, and several other procedural doc-
uments.  As indicated at the Voters Meeting, St. Paul’s will target serving current St. Paul’s stu-
dents only as we dip our toes into this program.  We look forward to seeing how God blesses our 
efforts to faithfully serve these students with new resources. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
After four or five games, three St. Paul’s Panthers teams are undefeated.  Two of our combined 
nineteen games have been decided by 5 or fewer points.  Our Boys B team had a game go into 
overtime.  All are welcome to join us as we cheer on our Panthers!  Please visit our website and 
look for “Activities” to find game schedules and to see results. 
 
The St. Paul’s Robotics teams competed in their second tournament on Saturday, December 10, 
2022.  All four St. Paul’s robotics teams have been invited to the State Tournament March 11-12, 
2023, at the Resch Center in Ashwaubenon, Wisconsin (near Lambeau Field).  Our third regular 
season tournament will be in Whitehall on January 21. 
 
CALL ACCEPTED 
Elizabeth Kolb accepted our Call to teach eighth grade part-time for the 2023-2024 school year.  
We are grateful God led her to this decision, and we look forward to her joining our faculty. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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ENROLLMENT FOR 2023-2024 COMING SOON 
Several classrooms at St. Paul’s filled last year, leaving some students we were unable to serve.  Of par-
ticular concern is ensuring St. Paul’s members with children entering preschool and Kindergarten have 
the opportunity to reserve a seat for their children.  These parents will receive information in early Janu-
ary.  All are encouraged to sign-up quickly to ensure there is a seat available for your child. 
 
WISCONSIN PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School has registered to participate in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
(WPCP) for the 2023-2024 school year.  The application period is February 1, 2023 – April 20, 2023.  
Current St. Paul’s families using the WPCP will receive information about applying for the 2023-2024 
school year.  All others interested can find eligibility information on our school website.  You may also call 
the office with questions. 
 
Great Things Happening at St. Paul’s 
If you walk down the hallway near the gym, you can find this cool display. Mrs. Ehlke coordinated the ele-
ments of this display with students in grades 1, 2, and 8.  The first graders made the angels you see 
around the edge.  The second graders added the stars, and the eighth graders made the buildings.  
What a nice scene for Christmas! 

(Continued from page 10) 


