Support each other with God's Word and sacraments
Share Christ with our community and the world
Serve others in Christian love

New Year’s Eve Worship at 6:30 pm

2020 has been quite the year. What better way to end it by gathering around Word and Sacrament and remembering the promises the Lord has made and kept. In our New Year's Eve service, we'll especially remember that our Savior who sometimes
brings us into the storms of this world is also the one who brings
us through them. We will also be livestreaming this service at
6:30 pm New Year’s Eve.

Starting Point Class Starts January 11

Questions about the Bible? New to the Christian Faith? Like to
review the main teachings of the Bible? We’ve got a perfect
class for you – our next Starting Point Class begins on January
11. We will be meeting Mondays throughout the winter, and
there are two options. There will be a zoom option at 5 pm Mondays and an in-person option at 6:30 pm Mondays. The atmosphere is relaxed and designed to help us learn and grow in our
faith. If you’d like to sign-up, please click on this link: Starting
Point or talk to Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.

Important Upcoming Meetings for Your
Calendar
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Call Meeting - Another Call Meeting has been scheduled for
Tuesday, January 5th at 6:30pm. We will be calling for a 2nd
grade teacher.
Congregational Voter's Meeting about the Building Project Sunday, January 24th at 11:45am. Agenda items include:
Contact Us

1) Site Plan Approval,
2) Fund Appeal Approval,
3) Fund Appeal Services Provider,
4) Approval to Contract Construction Management Service

Fun Run

The Outreach Team at St. Paul's is looking for some people in
our congregation with organizational skills and/or experience
with running events to help us plan a "Fun Run" event in the
next year. Please contact Pastor Olson if you'd like to help with
planning. (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org)
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Pastor Brett Ehlke
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.217.5660
Pastor Daniel Olson
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.797.5793
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church Onalaska, WI
stpaulsonalaska.org
608.783.2552

Produce Fruit in this New Year
If you have ever planted a garden, you know what a joy it is to find fruit
on your plants. You know how rewarding it is to stick a tiny little seed
into the ground in the springtime. And, after some time passes, you
see a sprout emerge. And, as the summer goes on, and as the sun
shines and the rains water, you see those plants grow and mature,
until finally the plant produces a bud. And then that bud is transformed into the fruit.
Jesus once taught a parable in which we are the plants in his garden.
Luke 13.6-9, “Then (Jesus) told this parable: “A man had a fig
tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it,
but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of the
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit
Pastor Shane Krause
on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it
use up the soil?’ “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around
it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”
We are the fig trees planted in a vineyard owned by our God. And just like any garden owner, our
Lord is overjoyed when he finds us bearing fruit for him. He enjoys seeing us produce fruit. But unlike a gardener like me who is pleasantly surprised, maybe even a little shocked, when the fruits appears on my plantings, God is the perfect gardener who expects us to bear fruit. That, after all, is
why God planted us fig trees in his vineyard. He expects us to bear fruit.
So what is this fruit that God expects us to produce? Well, time and again in Scripture, our Lord describes our lives of Christian living as fruit. And Paul detailed what those fruits are going to look like.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) These are the characteristics by which
God wants our lives to be defined, because these are the characteristics which define who God is.
God wants us to mirror him in his world. He wants and demands that we produce fruit.
But we must admit that we don’t always produce the fruit of Christian living. Sometimes we fall far
short of what God rightly and justly demands of us. And for that we deserve to be cut down in judgment by the Divine Owner of the Vineyard.
Thank God that there is someone in this story who is willing to step in to save trees that don’t always produce the fruits God wants. And that someone is the one who takes care of the owner’s
vineyard, the gardener. “’Sir,’ (that caretaker of the vineyard) replied, ‘leave (the fruitless tree)
alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If
not, then cut it down.’” The caretaker of the vineyard is none other than Jesus Christ our Lord.
And just as the caretaker of the vineyard came to the defense of a fruitless tree, so Jesus is the one
who comes to our defense and mediates between us and our God.
Jesus has come to the defense of people who deserve no defense. He
mediates for us before our God. Jesus has said, “Father, you cannot
judge these people for their sins. You’ve already held me accountable
for their sins on the cross.” And then he says, “I can put fruit on that
tree!”
What an amazing truth to remember as we enter into a new year of
God’s grace. It is just that: a year of God’s grace. It’s another year
that we will spend, planted in his vineyard. He chose us to bear his
fruit. What a privileged place we hold! And when we fail to produce the
(Continued on page 3)
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fruit of Christian living, he is patient with us. He calls us to repentance and works repentance in us,
and he gives us what we need to produce the fruits of repentance. In this year of God’s grace, your
Savior Jesus is going to cultivate you and he’s going to fertilize you so that you might bear fruit.
And you know how your Savior does that. The power to produce fruits of faith is found in your Savior’s Word of forgiveness.
So here’s a fruits of faith challenge for this New Year. Make a commitment to be in God’s Word in
2021 in a greater way than you were in 2020. Maybe that means committing yourself to being in
public worship more often. Maybe that means deepening your understanding of God’s Word by attending Bible class more frequently. Maybe you can commit to spending more time in personal Bible study and devotion. Make that commitment because by it you will grow in your faith. Christ’s
love in you will grow. And when Christ’s love grows inside of us, fruits of faith will follow. Fellow
trees in God’s vineyard, produce the fruits of faith in this New Year!

Thank You
Thank you to the congregation and pastors for helping me through the last
couple of months of my dad, Harold Lovelands, life. And especially thank you
to Pastor Bader for always calling the nursing home, reading the Bible and
saying prayers with him. Thank you to everyone for all the thoughts and prayers,
Arlene Logging and family

Memorials
Given in loving memory of Jane Loeschen by:
Lynette Teal

Building Fund

Help for our Seniors

One great way that we can respect our elders is by taking care of their needs (yardwork, grocery
shopping, cleaning, etc.). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear for our
seniors who are a higher health risk gives the rest of our congregation an opportunity to serve them.
If you are a senior in our congregation in need of any type of help, please let us know. Also, if you
are a person in our church willing to help our seniors, please let us know. Contact the church office
(info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).

Wish List

If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see the items on
St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on how to make a donation.
Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the top of the
page, click Give and then Wish List.
Master Wish List
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Staff Support Fund
St. Paul’s Church Members,
I hope and pray that this letter finds you well and preparing for the celebration of our Savior’s birth.
What a joyous time of the year to give thanks and praise for all the blessings God provides to us.
The year of 2020 has certainly been a year that has tested our patience, endurance, health, and for
many, our finances. Through good times and bad times, we should always turn to God’s word for
healing, direction, and thanks. God’s Word is filled with promises from our Creator to provide and
deliver. The Bible is the ultimate source for truth and God is faithful to fulfill all His promises. God
says in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
God has surely blessed our congregation here at St. Paul’s Church and School with many called
workers and staff. Pastors to keep us in the Word, teachers to guide our children down God’s path
of life, talented musicians to beautify our services, office administrators to organize and keep the
church and school operating, and maintenance staff to help maintain the buildings and grounds.
During these months of COVID 19, all of these people have worked extra hard at their positions and
have worked more hours than required to make sure we were able to keep our doors open to those
comfortable coming to school and church. Also, making sure those not comfortable, were provided
online materials, webinars, zoom meetings, and livestream services.
The Council recognizes this and would like to set up a new line item titled “Staff Support Fund.” This
fund will be there for when unplanned items come up when one or more of our staff need assistance. For instance, when a called worker needs assistance with moving or go through unexpected
hardship or health issues. As a council, we would like to start this by offering the congregation this
line item so that we can give a nice big “THANK YOU” to our Pastors, Teachers, and Staff for all the extra work they have been doing. If you are so inclined to do so, you can send or drop a check into the church office and mark
it as “Staff Support Fund”. Once we have a fund built up, we will put something together for our paid staff to not only tell them thank you but to show our
appreciation for what they all do.
God’s Blessings,
Tim Scriver

Student Assistance Funds for Those Preparing for Ministry
Remember to support St. Paul’s two student assistance funds we use to assist young men and
women studying for the teaching and preaching ministry.
The Student Support – Ministerial fund (SSM) for men and women who are attending Martin
Luther College to prepare to be teachers or pastors needs about $3,000-4,000 each year.
The Student Support – Pastoral fund (SSP) for men who are training at the seminary to be
pastors needs about $700-1,400 each year.
4

Check out stpaulsonalaska.org for different
Bible class options.
January Bible Study Options
During the winter months, we will continue to offer
a number of weekday Bible study options both via
zoom and in-person. These classes would be a great way to stay
connected with others and give encouragement for your faith during the long days of winter. Below are the different options of new
classes or current classes that will resume after Christmas. If you
are attending the Starting Point Class or one of the Zoom classes, please make sure to sign-up here: Bible Study Registration.

January
1. 1 John 1:1-2:2
2. 1 Jn. 2:3-27
3. 1 Jn. 2:28-3:10
4. 1 Jn. 3:11-4:6
5. 1 Jn. 4:7-5:3

Starting Point Mondays
5:00 pm on Zoom and 6:30 pm In-Person
Our winter Starting Point class will start January 11. Pastor Ehlke
will be leading a zoom class at 5 pm and an in-person class in the
sanctuary at 6:30 pm on Mondays. Starting Point is a great class
for those new to the Christian faith and also a great review of the
main teachings of the Bible that will answer many of the questions
we have about God and about our faith. It also serves as our class
for those interested in joining St. Paul’s. If you plan on attending,
please sign-up by clicking the link above or contact Pastor Ehlke:
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.

6. 1 Jn. 5:4-21

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class at 6:30 pm
Pastor Olson will be leading our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom class
starting on January 6. The class will be based on the book “10
Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe”, and we’ll look at common
misconceptions that some Christians hold onto. There’s no need to
purchase or have the book to attend. Please sign-up by clicking on
the link above, and you’ll receive the zoom info via email from
Pastor Olson.

14. Is. 48

Men’s Bible Class
Saturdays at 8 am (In-person at Kwik Trip)
Steve Loehr leads our Saturday men’s Bible class at the Kwik Trip
just a few blocks north of St. Paul’s. The group will be starting up
after Christmas on January 2 (no class on December 26). The topic will be the book of Jeremiah.
Women’s Bible Classes
Mondays at 4 pm (Zoom and In-person)
Wendy Schibbelhut leads our Monday 4 pm Women’s Bible Class
and will resume again after Christmas on January 4 (no class December 28). The topic will be Job. If you would like to attend this
class via zoom, please sign-up above, and Wendy will get in touch
with you.
Thursdays at 6:30 am (Zoom)
Jan Westerman leads our Thursday 6:30 am class and will resume
again after Christmas on January 7 (no class December 24 or
31). The topic will be the book of Mark. If you would like to attend
this class, please sign-up above, and Jan will get in touch with you.
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7. John 2,3
8. Isaiah 40
9. Is. 41
10. Is. 42:1-43:13
11. Is. 43:14-44:23
12. Is. 44:24-45:25
13. Is. 46, 47
15. Is. 49:1-50:3
16. Is. 50:4-51:16
17. Is. 51:17-52:12
18. Is. 52:13-53:12
19. Is. 54
20. Is. 55
21. Is. 56, 57
22. Is. 58
23. Is. 59
24. Is. 60
25. Is. 61:1-63:6
26. Is. 63:7-64:12
27. Is. 65
28. Is. 66
29. Matthew 1
30. Matt. 2
31. Matt. 3

Employment Opportunities

St. Paul's Hiring Part-Time Custodian St. Paul’s is looking to hire a part-time custodian to help with cleaning and other custodial duties. Hours may vary, depending
on the season and need of the school. Interested applicants may contact Operations
Manager, Lydia Walter at 608.783.2552, ext. 233 for more information.
Luther High Food Service Director Luther High School has an opening for the position of Food Service Director. The position averages 12-15 hours per week. A complete job description is located at this link. For more information, please email the
school office at office@luther.k12.wi.us or contact Jon Engelbrecht at engejon@luther.k12.wi.us.
Resumes will be accepted through January 8

What Happens at Recovery in Christ?
The meeting begins with a Bible reading and explanation that applies to addiction. Participants then
encourage each other with the message of Christ. Recovery in Christ meets in-person, 6:00-7:00
pm most Sundays here at St. Paul's in the lower level-level school library. Recovery in Christ also
meets Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the Coulee Recovery Center in La Crosse (933 Ferry Street,
608.784.4177) beginning Wednesday, December 2. To confirm days/times call/text Pastor Bill Bader
at 608-567-3038.

Caring Christians-Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday,
January 4th at 6:30 p.m. The topic will be: Seasonal Disorder.

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 2nd Tuesday of each
month in the Fireside area of church at 6:30 pm. Our next meeting will
be January 12, 2021 to discuss “If I Were You” by Lynn Austin. In
February we will discussing “Winter Garden” by Kristin Hannah.
New members are always welcome.

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meet every other month on the
first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall) Children who are enrolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 6 months
until they are 4. The quiet bags are not in use as of now due to the pandemic.
Our next meeting will be on January 7th.
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THE GLORY OF CHRISTMAS

A respiratory pandemic certainly changed plans for our Children’s Christmas Services,
but it did NOT cancel them! Our first through seventh graders recorded recitation and
songs on Friday, December 18. Then on Sunday, December 20, our eighth graders presented live portions of the service along with the recorded portions to a congregation of
their family members. The service is also archived on St. Paul’s website for others to
view.
The Word of God came in flesh to redeem all people from their sin. We have seen the
glory of our Savior, and this is the glory of Christmas!

ANGEL, ANGEL, WHAT DO YOU SEE?

St. Paul’s preschool students made a video sharing the Christmas message. This video uses the
book Angel, Angel, What Do You See? By Cherri Pless Dittmer to hear from angels, Mary, Joseph,
a donkey, an innkeeper, sheep, shepherds, and others on the day Jesus was born!
Our kindergarten class also made a video to share with parents and others.

Student Teachers Coming to St. Paul’s

St. Paul’s Lutheran School partners with Martin Luther College to support the training of future
WELS teachers through the student teacher program. This year we expect two female student
teachers to learn under our experienced teachers Mrs. Jalena Peterson (7 th grade) and
Mrs. Linnette Fehr (2nd grade) from January 18, 2021, until March 26, 2021.
Mr. Bain is looking for hosts for these student teachers. He anticipates they will arrive on Saturday,
January 16, 2021, and that they will depart on March 26, 2021.
Expectations for a Host of an MLC teacher candidate
1.Hosts are expected to provide the teacher candidate a private bedroom, bathroom access, and an
area to study. Most teacher candidates also appreciate laundry service.
2.Hosts are expected to provide or arrange for meals each day. We do not expect meals to be any
more elaborate than customary for the host. MLC does not expect teacher candidates to do their
own grocery shopping. Some may want to assist in meal preparation. As guests, we expect teacher
candidates to offer to assist in clean-up after meals.
3.Hosts are not expected to provide the teacher candidate a car or pay for gas. It is the responsibility
of the teacher candidate and principal to arrange for transportation and for the teacher candidate to
pay for these costs. Most MLC teacher candidates have cars. Please arrange for parking while the
teacher candidate is staying with you.
4.Before teacher candidates leave the college for student teaching, they go through the house guest
etiquette found in their Student Teaching Handbook.
5.Teacher candidates appreciate internet accessibility.
If any problems arise, discuss your concerns with the teacher candidate first. If necessary, contact
the principal and the college supervisor for help in solving any difficulties.
If you have further questions about hosting a student teacher, or would like to
offer your home, please contact Mr. Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org, office:
608-783-2552 ext. 222,
or cell: 608-304-6977).
GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Ugly Christmas sweaters have become a tradition for many. St. Paul’s eighth
graders made their own designs to be voted on by the third graders. Visit our
Facebook page to see more student artwork hanging in our hallways!
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