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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Christ’s sufferings and death are the greatest blessings we have in our lives.  We know what the cross of Jesus 

means for us: forgiveness and eternal life.  Today we consider the beneficial reasons why God allows Christians to 

suffer in their lives.  Suffering draws Christians closer to God.  Suffering keeps Christians focused on their need for 

the Lord and his grace.  As we worship today, we’ll be encouraged as we examine the blessed effect which suffering 

had in the life of Jacob. 

 

 

Today’s Theme: Salvation and Suffering Go Hand in Hand--For Jesus, and For Us 
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The Common Service 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 453                             “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke” 

“Come, follow me,” the Savior spoke,  
“All in my way abiding. 

Deny yourselves; the world forsake;  
Obey my call and guiding. 

Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide;  
Take my example for your guide. 

 
 “I am the light; I light the way,  

A godly life displaying. 
I bid you walk as in the day; 

 I keep your feet from straying. 
I am the way, and well I show  

How you should journey here below. 
 

“My heart abounds in lowliness,  
My soul with love is glowing, 

And gracious words my lips express,  
With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, my mind, my strength, my all  
To God I yield; on him I call. 

 
“I teach you how to shun and flee  
What harms your souls’ salvation, 

Your hearts from ev’ry guile to free,  
From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul  

And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 
 

Then let us follow Christ our Lord  
And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to his Word, 
 In suff’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s strain  
The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 

STAND 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Congregation: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 
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P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 

outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may 

assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                           Romans 5:1-11 

Christians embrace the sufferings of Christ and do not run away from our own suffering, because we know that both 
Christ’s suffering and our suffering are gifts of God’s grace to sinners. 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the 

hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, 

because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates 

his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through 
him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CW 419, verses 1-3 

If God himself be for me, 
 I may a host defy; 

For when I pray, before me  
My foes, confounded, fly. 

If Christ, my head and master,  
Befriend me from above, 

What foe or what disaster  
Can drive me from his love? 

This I believe, yea rather,  
Of this I make my boast, 

That God is my dear Father,  
My friend who loves me most, 
And that, whate’er betide me,  

My Savior is at hand 
Through stormy seas to guide me  

And bring me safe to land. 
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I build on this foundation:  
That Jesus and his blood 
Alone are my salvation,  
My true, eternal good. 

Without him all that pleases  
Is valueless on earth; 

The gifts I have from Jesus  
Alone have priceless worth. 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                         Mark 8:31-38 

Jesus reminds his disciples about the necessity of the cross—his cross for our salvation, and the crosses we bear to 
focus us on God’s salvation. 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke 

plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do 
not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet 
forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 

Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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NICENE CREED 

C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 434          “Lord, You I Love with All My Heart” 

Lord, you I love with all my heart;  
I pray you ne’er from me depart; 
With tender mercies cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share;  
Heaven itself were void and bare 
If you, Lord, were not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break,  
My trust in you no one could shake. 
You are the treasure I have sought;  

Your precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust your Word. 

Lord God, ’twas your rich bounty gave  
My body, soul, and all I have 

In this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place  
May glorify your lavish grace 

And serve and help my neighbor. 
Let no false doctrine me beguile;  
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Let Satan not my soul defile. 
Give strength and patience unto me  

To bear my crosses willingly. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust your Word. 

Lord, let at last your angels come;  
To Abram’s bosom bear me home 

That I may die unfearing. 
And in its narrow chamber keep  
My body safe in peaceful sleep 

Until your reappearing. 
And then from death awaken me  

That my own eyes with joy may see, 
O Son of God, your glorious face,  
My Savior and my Fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 
And I will praise you without end. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                Genesis 28:10-17 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because 
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in 

which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood the LORD, and he said: “I am the LORD, the God of your 

father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your 
descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and 

to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch 
over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” 

16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 He 
was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of 

heaven.” 

Today’s Theme:  

Salvation and Suffering Go Hand in Hand--For Jesus, and For Us 

STAND 
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After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

BE SEATED 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by 
his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be 
overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”  

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei 

 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Cornerstone” 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 315      “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face” 

Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things unseen, 

Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, 
And all my weariness upon you lean. 

This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
Here is the heav’nly table spread anew. 

Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 
The brief bright hour of fellowship with you. 

I have no help but yours nor do I need 
Another arm but yours to lean upon. 
It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed; 

My strength is in your might, your might alone. 

Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness; 
Mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood. 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
Your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God. 

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear. 
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 
The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 

Nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

THANKSGIVING 

SONG OF SIMEON Nunc Dimittis 
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P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

P:   God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will 
not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 319                    “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 

On my heart imprint your image, 
Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 
Have no pow’r to hide your face. 

This the superscription be: 
Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 
And my glory and salvation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: February 28, 2021 

 

❖ Recovery from hip surgery--Bernie Kennedy 

❖ Health Concerns—Kim Woodard, brother-in-law of Arlene Logging 

❖ Health Concerns—Gary Wortman, father of Shawn; Larry Lindesmith 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to 

worship. You can sign-up by going to our website:  www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. You will be able to see how many 
people have signed up for each service.  

Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. Paul's website. All other Livestreamed services are 

archived and can be watched on our Youtube channel. Search St Paul’s Onalaska on Youtube. 

Worship Times 
Midweek Lent Services, Wednesdays at 2:00 pm (in-person and livestreamed) and 6:30 pm (in-person) 

Saturdays at 5:00 pm  
Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 

Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed. 

No Thursday worship services during the Lenten season. 

WEDNESDAY LENT SERVICES 

The overall theme for the 2021 Lenten sermons is “The Hands of the Passion.” When we consider Jesus and the 

people around him in his Passion, we can’t help but think of their hands— the hands that beat their breast, accepted 

money for betrayal, petulantly swung swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, praised, washed, were 

pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, we can’t help but think about how we sinners have had the same sinful 

hands of those who surrounded Jesus in his Passion, and how Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS CHANGED TO THURSDAY DURING LENT 

During Lent the Wednesday night Bible Class has moved to Thursday night at 6:30 pm. If you’re already on the 

email list for the class, you don’t need to do anything…you’ll still get the zoom link each week (the pastors will start 

rotating teaching the class so keep an eye out for emails from one of the three guys). If you aren’t currently on the 

zoom email list for this class and would like to be, let Pastor Ehlke know: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

CALL DECLINED 

After prayerful deliberation, Pastor Olson has declined the call to serve St. Paul's in St. James, MN and has decided 

to remain here in Onalaska. Continue to keep him and his family in your prayers as he continues his ministry here.  

USHER SPECIAL SERVICES 

With Lent starting, we’ll be in need of some ushers for Wednesdays at 2:00 pm and 6:30 pm and then later on during 
Holy Week. If you’re interested in serving, you can sign-up on the sheet in the back of church (near the window).  

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Decisions Made at Recent Voters' Meeting 
On Sunday, February 21st, at 11:30 am, there was a voters' meeting where three specific decisions were made. St. 

Paul’s approved the site plan as presented from the Building Team pending city approvals. This motion also 
included the intent to contract Catalyst Construction for construction management services if the congregation 

decides to build. Catalyst Construction Management Services are currently providing no fee services to provide the 
congregation with cost information for decision making purposes. Copies of the site plan are in the church lobby. In 

May or June there will be another voters' meeting to decide on whether or not to build.  
 

Secondly, the decision was also made to contract The James Company to help our church with our capital campaign 
for a feasibility study. 

 
Thirdly, a decision was made on how to spend excess funds from 2019/20 fiscal year. It will be divided between the 
Congregational Mission Offering ($8,000), Luther High School ($7,000), the Panther Parent Group ($7,000), support 
of the building fund ($250,000). Carry over into the current ministry plan ($100,000), and at the end of fiscal year 

2020/21 make a principal mortgage payment of $30,511.  
 

Please keep our congregation in your prayers as we move forward with the gospel.  

HEALTH SCREENERS NEEDED 

We need 2 volunteer health screeners each school day. To sign up, please click the link or call the church/school 

office. 

"BREAKING THE SILENCE" A presentation on domestic abuse by Michelle Markgraf 

Approximately one out of three people (women and men) experience violence in a relationship. This statistic does 
not include verbal or emotional abuse, which are harder to quantify. A popular myth is that abuse occurs less 
frequently in Christian homes; the reality is far different. Christians do not enjoy a special exemption from this sin, 
yet it is rarely addressed in faith circles. 
  
Join us Sunday, March 21st at 9:00 am in the sanctuary at St. Paul's in Onalaska or via zoom on Thursday, March 
18th at 6:30 pm (sign up on our website or here to receive a link to the zoom call) and learn what abuse is and how 
to recognize its signs in a relationship. In Galatians 6:10 we hear: “Do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.” Attend and find out how YOU can help someone in an abusive relationship! Learn 
how to extend God’s grace to the survivor while assisting him/her on the journey to safety and healing.   

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, March 1, at 6:30 pm. The 
topic will be: Anxiety over an uncertain future. 

2020 GIVING STATEMENTS 

A sign-up sheet is in the church lobby or contact the church/school office at 608.783.2552 ext. 0 to request one.  

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL PROUDLY PRESENTS “PETER AND THE STARCATCHER” 

Friday, March 12, 7:00 pm; Saturday, March 13, 7:00 pm; Sunday, March 14, 2:00 pm 
Auditorium, Luther High School, 1501 Wilson St, Onalaska, WI 

Tickets: On-Sale starting Friday, February 26, 10 am ($5 - in-person and online) 
In-person - masks required and minimum 6' social distancing guidelines observed; Online - viewing pass 

The Drama Department is looking to borrow heavy, brown rope for our set. We are looking for THREE heavy (7/8" or larger) 
ropes at a 40' minimum length each. We would not need to cut the rope and may use any additional rope beyond the three 
as part of the scenery. The ropes would be returned after our production closes on March 14. Anyone interested in lending 
rope to us can contact Greg Baures at 608-783-5435 or baurgreg@luther.k12.wi.us.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT YOUR LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL 

Watch the video at this link to find out what is happening at Luther High School. 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 
The total offerings were $26,122 ($24,723 needed to meet budget) 
The amount given to date is $843,087 
(2/21/2021) The amount needed to date is $840,576 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BEJ95CNnJ74PzUzUa1pf2hWNzKCjE1eU/view
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

