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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 
holy and powerful Word.  
 
During this season of Epiphany, we’ve seen how Jesus shines the light of his salvation upon us.  Today is 
Transfiguration Sunday.  On this day we remember how Jesus took his disciples Peter, James, and John up on a 
mountain and gave them a glimpse of his glory.  Jesus knew that his disciples would benefit from seeing his bright 
and shining glory before he went to the cross to suffer.  As we worship, we’ll be reminded that we live in the 
shadow of Christ’s cross; trouble and suffering are a part of our lives.  But Jesus enlightens us with brief glimpses of 
his glory to remind us that, one day, we will see his glory in full in heaven.  
 

Service Theme:   
Enlightened: Before His Suffering, Jesus Shines His Glorious Light 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  
Preacher: Pastor Shane Krause 
Organist: Liz Kolb 
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are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. Service of Word and Sacrament  © 1993  Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 
reserved. "High Upon a Mountain" Lloyd Larson 
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Service of the Word 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN: CW 250               “From All that Dwell Below the Skies” 

From all that dwell below the skies  
Let the Creator’s praise arise. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung  

Through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Eternal are your mercies, Lord;  
Eternal is your glorious Word. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Your praise shall sound from shore to shore  

Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: (spoken) And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 
have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 



4 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O 
Lord. 

 

P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm 
against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, 
hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 
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P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on the holy 
mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of his heavenly glory and 
so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                          2 Kings 2:1-12a 

The Lord took the prophet Elijah to heaven in a whirlwind.  He did not have to experience death.  It is interesting that 
Elijah, along with Moses, were the two prophets with whom Jesus spoke on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.” 

But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 

3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take 
your master from you today?” 

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “so be quiet.” 

4 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho. 

5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the LORD is going to 
take your master from you today?” 

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “so be quiet.” 

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on. 
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7 Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha 
had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the 

right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” 

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. 

10 “You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—
otherwise, it will not.” 

11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and 
separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, “My 

father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his 
garment and tore it in two. 

ANTHEM: “High Upon a Mountain”  (In place of the hymn of response for the 8:00 service only.) 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: CW 358, verses 1, 2, and 7                                               “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds  
In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,  
And drives away all fear. 

 
It makes the wounded spirit whole  

And calms the heart’s unrest; 
’Tis manna to the hungry soul  

And to the weary, rest. 
 

Till then I would your love proclaim  
With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of your name  
Refresh my soul in death. 

SECOND LESSON:                                                                                                                                              2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

This lesson reminds us how blessed we are that the light of Christ’s saving glory has pierced through the dark veil of 
unbelief which by nature covered our hearts. 

3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds 
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
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God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ 
sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of 

the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 95                             “How Good, Lord, to Be Here” 

How good, Lord, to be here! 
Your glory fills the night; 

Your face and garments, like the sun, 
Shine with unborrowed light. 

How good, Lord, to be here 
Your beauty to behold, 

Where Moses and Elijah stand, 
Your messengers of old. 

Fulfiller of the past, 
Promise of things to be, 

We hail your body glorified 
And our redemption see. 

Before we taste of death, 
We see your kingdom come; 

We long to hold the vision bright 
And make this hill our home. 

How good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain; 

But since you bid us leave the mount, 
Come with us to the plain. 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                           Mark 9:2-9 

2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world 

could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 

7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen 
to him!” 

8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 
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9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

Sermon: 
Enlightened: Before His Suffering, Jesus Shines His Glorious Light 

STAND  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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LORD’S PRAYER  

C:  Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done  
on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 
and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 369, verses 1 and 4                      “Beautiful Savior” 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee, 
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 

 
 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be thine! 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: February 14, 2021 
 

 Cancer Diagnosis—Katie Alderman, K-2 teacher at St. Matthew’s in Stoddard.  
 Comfort for—Paul Zuberbier and family at the death of his brother, Mark Zuberbier 
 Call—Pastor Dan Olson has a Call to serve St. Paul’s in St. James, MN 
 Birth—Nora Matilda Wierschke, daughter of Josh and Alison 
 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to 

worship. You can sign-up by going to our website:  www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. You will be able to see how many 
people have signed up for each service.  

Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. Paul's website. All other Livestreamed services are 

archived and can be watched on our Youtube channel. Search St Paul’s Onalaska on Youtube. 

Worship Times 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm  

Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 
Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed. 

No Thursday worship services during the Lenten season. 

Wednesday Lent Services 

“THE HANDS OF THE PASSION” STARTS FEBRUARY 17  

During the Wednesdays in Lent, we will plan on offering in-person midweek worship services at 2:00 and 6:30 pm 
(no dinners will be served this year). The 2:00 pm service will also be livestreamed. The overall theme for the 2021 
Lenten sermons is “The Hands of the Passion.” When we consider Jesus and the people around him in his Passion, 
we can’t help but think of their hands— the hands that beat their breast, accepted money for betrayal, petulantly 
swung swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, praised, washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. 
In short, we can’t help but think about how we sinners have had the same sinful hands of those who surrounded 
Jesus in his Passion, and how Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace. 

USHER SPECIAL SERVICES 
With Lent starting, we’ll be in need of some ushers for Wednesdays at 2:00 pm and 6:30 pm and then later on during 
Holy Week. If you’re interested in serving, you can sign-up on the sheet in the back of church (near the window).  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS CHANGES TO THURSDAY DURING LENT 
During Lent (starting February 17), the Wednesday night Bible Class will move to Thursday night at 6:30 pm. If 
you’re already on the email list for the class, you don’t need to do anything…you’ll still get the zoom link each week 
(the pastors will start rotating teaching the class so keep an eye out for emails from one of the three guys). If you 
aren’t currently on the zoom email list for this class and would like to be, let Pastor Ehlke know: 
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/gather/watch-services
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpiujXypSfZTKGK_MsOapVA
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
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MEN'S SATURDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Men of all ages are welcome to join the Saturday, 8:00 am Bible group at the Sand Lake Kwik Trip training center, 
408 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska (two blocks north of St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Onalaska). Participants enter 
through the side door. We are currently studying the Book of Jeremiah. Join us as we fellowship around God’s Word 
and enjoy a cup of Karuba coffee. For more information call/text Steve Loehr 608.781.8832. 

HEALTH SCREENERS NEEDED 
We need  2 volunteer health screeners each school day. To sign up, please click the link or call the church/school 
office. 

Voters' Meeting Rescheduled  
The January Voters' Meeting to discuss and approve a number of items related to the Grateful and Growing building 
project has been rescheduled to Sunday, February 21st at 11:45 am. If you haven't picked up the packet of 
information about the meeting, there are copies in the entryway or click this link: Grateful and Growing.  

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, March 1, at 6:30 pm. The 
topic will be: Anxiety over an uncertain future. 

RECOVERY IN CHRIST 

Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level school library, and Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at 
Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing practiced, and free Recovery 
Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader 
(608.567.3038) to confirm day and time. 

2020 GIVING STATEMENTS 
Giving Statements were e-mailed to members who had e-mail addresses in our data base and gave offerings in 
2020 either electronically or by using their envelopes. If you don’t see your giving statement in your in-box, please 
check your junk folder, many statements have been ending up there.  

Don’t have an e-mail address?? A sign-up sheet is in the church lobby or contact the church/school office at 
608.783.2552 ext. 0 to request one.  

NEW LIFE RESOURCE CENTER NEWSLETTER 
2020 has been an interesting year for the center. Our office shut down during the months of March and April due to 
the pandemic. Since then, we were still able to help over 150 children and mothers with practical assistance items. 
The center also has worked with Salvation Army to help provide diapers, wipes and baby shampoo for homeless 
families living in hotels. When we help these families with their physical needs, it gives us the opportunity to help 
them with their spiritual needs as well. 

Thank you to all of the WELS churches, Ladies Aid groups, and WELS members that so wonderfully supported NLRC 
in 2020. We are a self-supporting organization and rely on the financial support of our churches to continue 
operating. 

Click on this link to access the full NLRC newsletter or pick up a copy in the church lobby. It details the Precious Life 
essay contest, center needs, Spring Scrap and Craft Fundraiser, and contact information. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-daily
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/72/72a95c63-f5ff-4579-94e1-07b1e3cb1328/documents/Grateful_and_Growing_Booklet_-_January_2021_Updated_No_Agenda_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/bff00f72-6e1c-4262-b040-573ac712906a/NLRC_newsletter_final_2021.pdf
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CROSSING GUARDS NEEDED  
The Onalaska Police Department has immediate openings for permanent and on call crossing guards. Morning 
hours are from 6:45 to 7:45 and afternoon hours are from 2:45 to 3:45. Although availability of applicants to work 
both shifts is preferred, it is not required. If you are interested in receiving more information regarding pay and job 
requirements please contact Sergeant Tim Berg at (608)392-0284 or tberg@onalaskawi.gov  

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 
The total offerings were $28,542 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 
The amount given to date is $797,692 
(2/7/2021) The amount needed to date is $791,131 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 
 

mailto:tberg@onalaskawi.gov
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

