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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 
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Wednesday Lent Worship  
“The Hands of  the Passion” 

Starts February 17 
During the Wednesdays in Lent, we will plan on offering in-person 
midweek worship services at 2:00 and 6:30 pm (no dinners will 
be served this year). The 2 pm service will also be livestreamed. 
The overall theme for the 2021 Lenten sermons is “The Hands of 
the Passion.” When we consider Jesus and the people around him 
in his Passion, we can’t help but think of their hands— the hands 
that beat their breast, accepted money for betrayal, petulantly 
swung swords, pointed in accusation, beat and disavowed, 
praised, washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. In short, 
we can’t help but think about how we sinners have had the same 
sinful hands of those who surrounded Jesus in his Passion, and 
how Jesus our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace. 
 

Worship 
In-person Worship 
Please sign-up for in-person worship so we are able to keep our 
sanctuary safe and comfortable for all who wish to worship. You 
can sign-up by going to our website www.stpaulsonalaska.org/. 
You will be able to see how many people have signed up for each 
service. 
 
Online Worship Options 
The most current worship service can be watched on the St. 
Paul's website. All other Livestreamed services are archived and 
can be watched on our YouTube channel. 
 
Worship Times 
Thursdays at 6:30 pm (No Thursday services during Lent) 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm  
Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 
Sunday 8:00 am will be livestreamed.  
 

Voters’ Meeting Postponed 
The voters’ meeting originally scheduled for Sunday, January 24, 
has been postponed to a later date. The building and finance com-
mittees experienced some delays in receiving pertinent infor-
mation from our potential building and capital campaign partners. 
We want to make sure that all this important information is shared 
with the congregation so that wise, informed decisions can be 
made as we move forward. For those reasons, it seemed wise to 
delay this meeting to a later date. We expect a new meeting date 
to be set in the near future. 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

 

https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=156ea38e9a&e=8e2ffa8777
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=facb9ff54e&e=8e2ffa8777
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=b1cb879062&e=8e2ffa8777
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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“Grow in God’s Grace”. 

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18 
In a recent sermon, I asked the questions, “How many hours are there in 
a week?” and “How many hours of that time do you spend in God’s 
Word?” A question like that could easily come off as legalistic or give the 
impression that being a Christian is simply putting in the time and going 
through the motions of coming to church or reading our Bibles. That obvi-
ously isn’t the intent behind the question. God doesn’t say anywhere in 
the Bible that believers should spend” X” amount of hours in God’s Word 
each week.  That’s because God doesn’t want us to look at his Word as 
something we have to do or some condition we have to meet. But he cer-
tainly commands us to make his Word a regular part of our lives. He says 
things like, “Let us not give up meeting together…” (Hebrews 10:25), and 

“Let the word of Christ dwell you in richly…” (Colossians 3:16), and “Grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior” (2 Peter 3:18). And there are countless other encouragements 
found in Scripture! 
 
There are so many sins and temptations that pass in front of our eyes each day. There is a spiritual 
battle in the world around us.  There is a spiritual battle in our divided hearts. And the number one 
thing Satan, the world, and our sinful nature want to do is pull us away from our Savior. That’s why 
God pleads with us to make his Word a daily part of our lives. That’s why he tells us to put on the full 
armor of God. Because through his Word, our faith is strengthened, our eyes get pointed to our Sav-
ior and his grace, and God gives us both peace in this world and help to 
face the many attacks on our faith that we experience. 
 
So think about the time God gives you each week. Think about ways that 
you can continue to make his Word a daily part of your life. Not because we 
have to. Not because God legalistically mandates that a believer spends 60 
minutes each day in his Word. But because God wants to talk you. Be-
cause God wants you to know his grace and mercy. Because God wants 
you to grow in the grace and knowledge of your Savior. Because God 
wants to help you in the daily struggles that you face in this world. 

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

During February, we’ll continue to offer a variety of Bible classes throughout 
the week. If you haven’t attended one of these classes and would like to, 
please contact Pastor Ehlke (behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org), and he’ll get you 
connected with the right person and any zoom information if the class is 
meeting online.  

 

Starting Point: Mondays at 5:00 pm (Zoom) and 6:30 pm (In-Person) 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class at 6:30 pm: 10 Misconceptions Smart Christians Believe 

Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 4 pm – In-person and zoom – Topic: Job 

Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am – zoom only – Topic: Mark 

Men’s Bible Class: Saturdays at 8am – In-person at Kwik Trip (just north of St. Paul’s) – Topic: 
Jeremiah 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
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February 

1. Matthew 4 

2. Matt. 5:1-16 

3. Matt. 5:17-48 

4. Matt. 6:1-18 

5. Matt. 6:19-34 

6. Matt. 7:1-12 

7. Matt. 7:13-29 

8. Jonah 1, 2 

9. Jon. 3, 4 

10. Joel 1:1-2:17 

11. Joel 2:18-3:21 

12. Zephaniah 1 

13. Zeph. 2:1-3:7 

14. Zeph. 3:8-20 

15. Nahum 1 

16. Nah. 2, 3 

17. Habakkuk 1:1-2:5 

18. Hab. 2:6-20 

19. Hab. 3:1-15 

20. Hab. 3:16-19 

21. Obadiah 

22. Matthew 8:1-22 

23. Matt. 8:23-9:8 

24. Matt. 9:9-34 

25. Matt. 9:35-10:23 

26. Matt. 10:24-42 

27. Matt. 11:1-24 

28. Matt. 11:25-12:21 

Women In Christ Book Group meets the 2
nd

 Tuesday of 
each month in the Fireside area of church at 
6:30 pm. Our next meeting will be February 9, 
2021 to discuss “Winter Garden” by Kristin Han-
nah. In March we will be reading a new author 
for us Cynthia Ruchti and her book “When the 
Morning Glory Blooms”. 

Women In Christ Cradle Roll (meets every other month 
on the first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall) Children who are enrolled in Cradle Roll re-
ceive periodic mailings and books every 6 months 
until they are 4. The quiet bags are not in use as of 
now due to the pandemic. Our next meeting will 
be on March 4th. 

Fun Run 
The Outreach Team at St. Paul's is looking for some people in our 
congregation with organizational skills and/or experience with running 
events to help us plan a "Fun Run" event in the next year. Please 
contact Pastor Olson if you'd like to help with planning. 
(dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org). 

Thank You 
Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers for the Live Nativity this 
year! 
 
I know it has been a different and difficult year and we are truly grate-
ful to the many people who turned up for set-up, tree hauling, prop 
repair, take down, and all the various roles that are needed each 
night down at the park and at 1st Lutheran. You are such a blessing 
to this mission. We take comfort that the "Good 
News" that people see in our Live Nativity will 
spread to many hearts and lives! And may it con-
tinue to motive us all on toward love and good 
deeds! Thank you again for all you have done to 
make this mission possible! 
 
Stay tuned for more opportunities to help this 
summer on some extra prop repair projects that 
will be needed for the coming year. 
 
God's blessings to you all in this new year! 

mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Help for our Seniors 
One great way that we can respect our elders is by taking care of their needs (yardwork, grocery 
shopping, cleaning, etc.). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear for our 
seniors who are a higher health risk gives the rest of our congregation an opportunity to serve them. 
If you are a senior in our congregation in need of any type of help, please let us know. Also, if you 
are a person in our church willing to help our seniors, please let us know. Contact the church office 
(info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).  

Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will resume in-person meetings on Sundays, at 6:00 pm here at St. Paul's in the 
lower-level school library, and Wednesdays, 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La 
Crosse). Masks are available, social distancing practiced, and free Recovery Bibles are offered. Re-
covery in Christ applies the good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader 
(608.567.3038) to confirm day and time. 

Caring Christians-Mental Health 
Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, February 
1, at 6:30 pm. The topic will be: Forgiving yourself and others. 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 

Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Student Assistance Funds for Those Preparing for Ministry 
Remember to support St. Paul’s two student assistance funds we use to assist young men and 
women studying for the teaching and preaching ministry.  
 
The Student Support – Ministerial fund (SSM) for men and women who are attending Martin Lu-
ther College to prepare to be teachers or pastors needs about $3,000-4,000 each year.  
 
The Student Support – Pastoral fund (SSP) for men who are training at the seminary to be pastors 
needs about $700-1,400 each year. 

Facebook/Google Reviews 
Over the last year, we’ve found the blessings of having an online presence and have been able to 
reach many people with God’s Word through Facebook devotions and online worship. One of the 
ways you can help spread the message of Jesus and promote the ministry that we do together here 
at St. Paul’s is giving St. Paul’s a positive review/recommendation on Google or Facebook. We 
haven’t promoted this much in the past, and so our reviews are very minimal right now. If inclined to 
do so, please take a few seconds and leave a positive recommendation on our Facebook page or a 
positive review on Google. Thanks! 

mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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Membership Transactions July 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 
(* Denotes CONFIRMED members)  

 
Receive by TRANSFER FROM other WELS congregations 
*Steve & *Gina Olson from Prince of Peace, Martinez, GA 
*Eric & *Elizabeth Kolb and daughters, Emma, and Addison, sons, Jaden, Jacob, and Lucas 
*Corey Paske from Zion Lutheran Church in Arlington, WI and *Erin Paske from Mt Olive in Appleton, WI 
*Michael Pamperin from First Lutheran in La Crosse, WI 
*Mikyla Weilage from St. Paul’s in New Ulm, MN 
*Dan and *Amy Rogne and children *Alyssa and Joshua from Cross and Crown in Georgetown, TX 
*Joanna and *Daniel Leach and children Natalie, Savannah, and Melanie from Grace in La Crosse, WI 
*Dennis and *Carol Hines from First Lutheran in La Crescent, MN 
*Brian Noth from St. Paul’s in Bangor, WI 
*Emily Loe from First Lutheran, La Crosse, WI 
*Anna Anthony and children Hadley and Holden Schuld from Trinity in Marshfield, WI 
*Gregory and *Melissa Baures and children Elijah, Hope, Samuel, and Faith from North Cross in Lakeville, MN 
*Jeanette Niemeier and children *Abigail and *Zackery from St. John’s in Barre Mills, WI 
*Tim and *Nancy Rieck from St. John’s in Caledonia, MN 
 
Receive by ADULT CONFIRMATION 
*Allisa Rich 
*Jennifer Ressel  
*Matthew Koerner 
 
Receive by PROFESSION OF FAITH 
*John and *Glenda Roellich 
*Eric Ressel and children Elias and Everett 
*William Shultz 
 
TRANSFER TO other WELS/ELS congregation 
*Mike Dorn and *Ashley and son Brantley to St. Marks in Eau Claire, WI 
*Paul and *Beth Wichmann to St. Paul's in Lake Mills, WI 
*Justin Wintrone to St. John, Libertyville, IL 
*Autumn Davis to St. Matthews, Winona, MN 
*Tracy and *Gene McCurdy and children Megan, Mackenzie, and Morgan to Good Shepherd in Holmen, WI 
*Alyssa Mitchell to Life Lutheran Rochester, MN 
*Bill and *Connie Bader to Good Shepherd, in Holmen, WI 
 
BAPTIZED (Italics denotes NON-MEMBERS | CAPS denotes ADULTS) 
Erika Corcoran 6/21/2020 
Grayson John Thomas (7/21/2020) 
Affirmation Magnolia Jean Gilman (7/19/2020) 
Affirmation Camellia Cheryl Gilman (7/19/2020) 
Lenora Faith Thomas (8/29/2020) 
Jonathan Irving Horman (8/1/2020) 
Pria Misha Alibrandi (9/20/20) 
Kastle Charlie Kvistad (10/31/2020) 
Tripp Michael Riley (10/18/2020) 
Reilly Jo Brabbit, Maeve Brabbit, Mack Brabbit (10/10/2020) 
Cade Mathias Harter (11/15/2020) 

 
MARRIED (Italics denotes NON-MEMBERS) 
Kim Dockham and Brian Noth (7/17/2020) 
Mikyla Wielage and Josh Staxrud (10/24/2020);  
Matthew Zuberbier and Briana Lautz (10/17/2020) 
 
DIED  
Donald Ewald Tietje (7/4/2020) 
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School News 
 

MEET OUR STUDENT TEACHERS  
 

Hello members of St. Paul's! 
 
My name is Brooke Newton and I am in my 
fourth year out of my five year program at Martin 
Luther College. I am majoring in Early Childhood 
Education and Elementary Education. At MLC, I 
was able to be involved in many different kinds 
of activities, such as intramural sports and be-
come a supervisor on campus for the student 
activity room! 
 
I am from Sun Prairie, Wisconsin and have lived 
there my entire life. I have two sisters- one older 
and one younger, and a younger brother, as well as a brother-in-law! I 
enjoy reading, camping, and traveling to different countries with my fi-
ancé. We have been blessed to travel to 13 different countries together 
and explore God's creation! 

 
During my time at St. Paul's, I will be student teaching with Mrs. Fehr in second grade. I am very ex-
cited to learn and grow during my time here and am thankful for the opportunity to serve at your 
school and in your congregation! 
 
 

 
Hello, St. Paul members! 
 
My name is Lydia Bitter and I will be joining you for the next few weeks 
as a student teacher in Mrs. Peterson’s 7th grade classroom. This will 
be my final semester at MLC before I graduate this spring with a major 
in Elementary Education. 
 
My large family and I live in Bemidji, Minnesota. I enjoy all things relat-
ed to soccer, any and all sorts of crafts, and playing games with family 
and friends. At MLC, I was able to enjoy playing soccer and gained 
friendships that have been incredible blessings to me. 
 
I am so grateful for the opportunity to learn and grow during my time 
here with you. I am excited to meet you! 
 
 

 
 
ATHLETICS 
Our Board of Education approved pandemic guidelines to begin A Team basketball.  Practices be-
gan on January 18, and our first game is scheduled for January 29.  While we would love to invite 
you to come and cheer on our Panthers, guidelines significantly limit attendance.  Those interested 
may talk to family members with children in our school for information about accessing the 
livestream of the games. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Brooke Newton 

Lydia Bitter 
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WISCONSIN PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM  
St. Paul’s participates in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program.  The application period runs Feb-
ruary 3 – April 15, 2021.  All students currently enrolled through the program must complete an 
online application and submit residency documentation to continue in the program. 
 
In addition to completing the online application and submitting appropriate documentation to prove 
residency, any NEW student enrolling in the WPCP must also meet income level qualifications.  You 
may find the information at the DPI website, or on the School Choice Wisconsin website.  There are 
also eligibility requirements about grade level and previous year enrollment that can also be found 
on the School Choice Wisconsin website.  If you still are unsure whether or not your child is eligible 
for the WPCP, please contact our office.  (office@stpaulsonalaska.org)  
 
Enrollment for Wisconsin Parental Choice Program is open from February 1 – April 15.  Par-
ents are strongly urged to complete the online application and submit necessary documenta-
tion to our office by April 7 to allow for any necessary corrections.  Applications with all sup-
porting documentation must be completed during those dates.  There are NO exceptions. 
 

GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. 
PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
Cuneiform?  What’s that?  Cuneiform is a 
system of writing first developed by the Su-
merians of Mesopotamia around 3,000-
3,500 years before Christ was born in Beth-
lehem. Writers used a stylus to press the 
symbols into soft clay. 
 
Students in seventh grade created their own 
cuneiform symbols and wrote messages in 
play dough.  They then practiced reading 
messages from others.  Translating pictures 
to words, sounds, or letters takes time. An 
exercise like this makes it clear that a stand-

ardized system makes communication much more efficient! 

(Continued from page 6) 

Would you like to help local children in need?  

Family & Children’s Center has an opportunity for you to help make a difference in the life of a 
youth! Our Respite Care program is in need of individuals and families that are willing to provide 
safe and supportive respite services for youth in our area. Respite care can be provided in your own 
home, in the client's home, or in the community. If you are interested in learning more about becom-
ing a certified provider, please reach out to Kelli Hanson at 608.668.2275 or  
khanson@fccnetwork.org. 

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see the items on 
St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on how to make a donation. 
Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the top of the 
page, click Give and then Wish List. Master Wish List 

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/parental-education-options/Choice/Student_Application_Webpage/income_limit_all_programs_2021-22_final.pdf
https://www.chooseyourschoolwi.org/wi/
https://www.chooseyourschoolwi.org/wi/
mailto:office@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:khanson@fccnetwork.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952

