Support each other with God's Word and sacraments
Share Christ with our community and the world
Serve others in Christian love

Teens, The WELS Youth Rally is Coming!
Save the date!

The WELS International Youth Rally will be held
at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville June
23-26. Save those dates, plan to attend, and look
for more information from Pastor Krause when
registration opens in early March. Bus transportation will also be provided for the group. This is an
awesome and fun faith building experience!

Dear Live Nativity Volunteers,

Our 24th year of the Live Nativity has come to a close and with
that, I would like to thank everyone involved with this outreach
project. Our prop repair nights were very well attended and the
repairs were done well ahead of set up this season! The volunteers who manned the nights in the park and the set up and
take down crew were very helpful!! Our take down crew was
well staffed and made the work go fast. We also would like to
thank the crew that drove to the Bowman Tree Farm to cut the
trees for our display at Riverside Park! To all of the volunteers
that helped in any way, including praying for our effort, we
thank you! I can’t thank you all personally, but I know that your
efforts to God’s work, is time well spent!
We will be having a milestone in 2020, making this our 25th
anniversary. If you have any suggestions for doing something
special, or any suggestions at all, please contact your steering
committee member or talk to your pastor. We would like our
25th year to be our best presentation of God’s word! A great
turnout of volunteers and prayers would make our presentation a testament to our mission of “Spreading God’s Word”!
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God’s richest blessings to all of you,
Loren Molling, Steering Committee
Chairman

Contact Us
Pastor Brett Ehlke
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.799.2717

Pastor Shane Krause
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.217.5660

Pastor Daniel Olson
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
608.797.5793

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Onalaska, WI *** stpaulsonalaska.org
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608.783.2552

Self-Help, or Something Else?

Pastor Shane Krause

If you’ve walked through Barnes and Noble or another favorite
bookstore recently (assuming brick and mortar shopping is still your
thing!) you’ve probably noticed a fair amount of display space dedicated to a category of literature known as “Self-Help” or “Self Improvement.” Books of this genre promise to deliver us a greater sense of joy
and self-fulfillment by following the steps outlined in their pages. Typically, one of the first steps offered toward improving yourself involves
discovering who you really are, thinking about strengths that are hidden
inside of you, and deciding what you really want out of life.

Self-help books present themselves as a way to combat depression and anxiety in life. They tantalize us with what seems to be one of the most elusive things on the planet: happiness. It’s no
wonder, then, that the self-help movement is a billion-dollar industry. For some, self-help becomes the goal of one’s life.
It’s also interesting to note that evidence has revealed people who employ these self-help tactics
actually are worse off emotionally than they were before. Google search “Why Self-Help is Harmful” and you’ll read countless anecdotes and analyses that report how people who were trying to
improve themselves through this sort of self-introspection ended up feeling emptier and unhappier
than they previously were. Why is that?
As usual, it’s helpful to let the Lord weigh in. Nowhere in Scripture does our Lord suggest that we
will find personal fulfillment by journeying through our inner feelings and emotions, trying to discover who we truly are. Nowhere does the Lord suggest that we must “find ourselves” to find true happiness. The truth is, the more time we spend focusing on ourselves, the emptier we typically feel.
Rather, what the Lord reiterates emphatically and often throughout the course of the Scriptures is
that we are here to love our neighbors as ourselves, and Jesus left no doubt about who that is.
Open to the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37), and we are taught that my neighbor is
the person lying right in front of me on the path who obviously needs my help.
This means that the purpose of our lives—the God-given purpose- is not looking to improve ourselves or to realize our full potential. Rather, the purpose of our lives is to serve others. Loving
others is where we find joy and happiness and fulfillment. Strange thing: when we lift our eyes to
spot the man on the side of the road who was robbed and left for
dead, discontent thoughts about what I really want out of life tend
to melt into the background. Suddenly there’s more important
things to think about. Or perhaps it’s not strange at all. It’s simply
the attitude of the new creation inside of us which was created by
Christ Jesus, who “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28)
You first. Me second. Ah, real joy!
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St. Paul’s Group Bible Study & Sunday School
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study (Sundays 9:30-10:15 am)
The Gospel of John
A quick internet search would show there are countless books written about Jesus and who people
think Jesus is. Some consider Him simply a great prophet or teacher. Others consider Him a
spiritual guru. In this study, we’ll see precisely who Jesus is and all the claims He makes for
himself. We’ll also see how these truths are essential for our faith and provide us great comfort to
know that Jesus is true God and our only Savior from sin.
Honoring God With Our Bodies
One of the strongest temptations Satan uses to attack the faith of believers of any age is sexual
sins. On Sunday, February 16, Dan Schoeffel will lead a one-session Bible class presenting details
on where and how these temptations come and how God’s Word empowers us to avoid and
overcome them. Dan will share tools parents can use to protect their children from these
temptations and guide them in God-honoring decision making. An emphasis of this class will be on
the power of God’s grace and mercy that he gives us in Jesus who died for all sin.
A Study on the Events of Holy Week & the Suffering of Christ
Starts Sunday, February 23, 2020
The season of Lent begins on February 26, and to help our journey to the cross this year, Pastor
Olson will be leading a five-week Bible study on the suffering and death of Jesus. We often hear
about Jesus’ suffering and death, but this class will take a deeper look into those events and show
the wondrous love Christ has for each of us.
Starting Point Class
Questions about the Bible? New to the Christian faith? Has it been more than five years since
you’ve attended Starting Point? Pastor Olson will begin a new Starting Point class which covers the
main teachings of the Bible and gives clear answers to life’s biggest problems and questions.
Atmosphere is relaxed and questions are encouraged. If you have any questions, talk to Pastor
Olson – dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Wednesday Bible Class 9:00-10:00 am
The Wednesday Bible Class is studying the gospel of John. Note this is the same study that
happens on Sunday mornings. This is a great option for retirees and those who don’t work during
the day.
Nursery, Sunday School, Young Teen, and Teen Bible Class Options
St. Paul’s provides a variety of options for kids on Sunday mornings so that families can come
together each week, study God’s Word, and apply it to our lives and faith. Below are the different
classes:
† Nursery: Parents can drop their kids three and younger at the nursery next to church during
Bible hour.
†

Sunday School is split by different grade and age levels ranging from pre-K-6th grade. Each
class will meet in a different school classroom at 9:20 am.

†

7th Grade/Parents BIBLE will continue through February 9. After February 9, parents and
students are encouraged to attend the one-week presentation on February 16 (see above).
Starting on February 23, Pastor Krause will be teaching a young teen
Bible class for 7-8th graders through March 22. Parents are encouraged
to attend one of the adult Bible classes starting February 23.
(Continued on page 4)

3

(Continued from page 3)

8th Grade/Parents After February 9, parents and students are
encouraged to attend the one-week presentation, Honoring God
With Our Bodies, on February 16 (see previous page). Starting on
February 23, Pastor Krause will be teaching a young teen Bible
class for 7-8th graders through March 22. Parents are encouraged to
attend one of the adult Bible classes starting February 23.
† Teen Bible Class: The Teen Bible Class will meet in the Teen Room right by the gym at 9:30
am. These classes are designed to help our teens think about living their faith and why God’s
Word matters to their lives.

Women’s Bible Classes
Sundays at 9:30 am
Facilitator: Karen Murry

Location: Teacher’s Lounge (Rm 124)
Topic: Galatians

Mondays at 4:00 pm
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut

Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway)
Parables of Jesus

Tuesdays at 9:00 am
Facilitator: Lois Jenson

Location: Redemption Book Store
(across from church)
Topic: Overview of Revelation

Wednesdays at 2:00 pm
Facilitator: Amy Bryant

Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway)
Topic: Parables of Jesus

Thursdays at 6:15 am
Facilitator: Jan Westerman

Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway)
Topic: Hosea

Fridays February 7th and 28th at 8:30 am
Mom’s at the Cross
Facilitator: Karen Murry

Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway)
Topic: Colossians

Men’s Bible Class
Saturdays at 8:00 am Saturdays
Facilitator: Steve Loehr

Location: Kwik Trip (408 Sandlake Rd)
Topic: Hebrews

Submissions for next month’s newsletter are due on the 21st
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New Life Resource Center
2020 PRECIOUS LIFE ESSAY CONTEST
New Life Resource Center will be sponsoring the 2020 Essay Contest entitled “Precious Life”.
This contest will be open to ALL WELS Luther High School Students (freshman-senior). In order
to offer more creative expression, we have expanded our contest to include other options such as
Essay, PowerPoint presentation, Song Recording, and Work of Art. A rubric for each option
and contest guidelines can be picked up from Connie Bader at Luther High School. Awarded prize
money will be applied directly towards current or future Luther High School Tuition costs for
freshman, sophomore, and junior winners. Seniors may choose to use prize money towards current tuition at LHS or towards the cost of the college of their choice. All entries are DUE ON March
15 and can be given to John Byus at Luther High School. All questions can be directed to John
Byus or Heather Biedenbender at 608-784-2344. 1st Place: $500, 2nd Place: $300, 3rd Place:
$200.
PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING FUNDS FOR THIS SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY.
INTERESTED? CONTACT HEATHER AT 608-784-2344.
NEW LIFE UPDATE
2019 was a year full of many blessings for NLRC. Our center was able to help over
200 children with clothing and other baby related needs. We also helped three local
families that lost everything in an apartment complex fire. In addition to infant
clothing and diapers, we were able to help many new mothers with Pack and Plays
and car seats for their children. When we help these mothers with their physical
needs, it gives us the opportunity to help them with their spiritual needs as well.
Children's Bibles and Christ-centered board books are always handed out to each
client. Encouraging single mothers to teach their children about God includes giving
them the tools to do that. Many mothers have returned stating that the Bible we
gave her child is her child’s favorite book!! Also, Christmas and Easter books are
handed out as well so that children have the opportunity to hear about Christ’s birth, and His
death, and resurrection. Questions about our ministry can be directed to Heather Biedenbender
@608-784-2344.
2020 CENTER ANNUAL MEETING
Our annual meeting will take place during one of our quarterly scheduled center board
meetings. This date has not been selected yet. If you would like to be in attendance at
this meeting, contact 784-2344 to be notified of an upcoming meeting date. We do have
one board position open that needs to be filled by a Pastor.
CENTER NEEDS
Please consider donating your gently used baby or toddler clothing to NLRC. We accept
premie-5T, all seasons. We also accept baby toys, bouncers, high chairs, Pack N Plays,
swings, board books or anything that is baby related and is in good condition. We DO
NOT accept car seats (unless new) or cribs at this time. Baby bath towels, receiving blankets, infant/toddler socks and Newborn/0-3 month clothing is desired at this time.
THANK YOU
Thank you to all of the WELS churches, Ladies Aid groups, and WELS members that so wonderfully supported NLRC in 2020. We are a self-supporting organization and rely on the financial support of our churches to continue operating. Praise be to God for blessing us with 38 years of ministry in La Crosse.
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How God Worked Through the Ministry at St. Paul’s in 2019

Faith Planted, Acknowledged, Encouraged (Ministry to Believers)
1. God blessing children with faith through baptism

10

2. God blessing adults through baptism

1

3. God moving children to confirm their faith in Jesus and receive the Lord’s Supper

25

4. God moving adults to confirm their faith in Jesus and join St. Paul’s

13

5. God moving adults to profess their faith and join St. Paul’s

2

6. God moving faithful believers from other WELS congregations to join St. Paul’s

52

7. God blessing men and women with new families through marriage

3

8. God taking faithful believers from St. Paul’s home to heaven (deaths)

15

9. God moving faithful St. Paul’s believers to join other WELS congregations

31

10. God letting go (releasing) those who no longer wish to fellowship at St. Paul’s

43

11. God warning unrepentant members to repent through the act of Excommunication

0

12. God’s faithful worshipers at St. Paul’s (average per Sunday)

574

13. God’s family at St. Paul’s (baptized souls)

1308

14. God’s confirmed members at St. Paul’s

1064

Faith Grown (Christian Education)
1. God blessing St. Paul’s children with Jesus’ love through Christian elementary education

161

2. God blessing St. Paul’s children with Jesus love in Sunday School

47

3. God blessing St. Paul’s & other children with Jesus love in Vacation Bible School

0

4. God blessing St. Paul’s youth with strengthened faith through Bible study

24

5. God blessing St. Paul’s youth with Jesus love in secondary education (Luther High School)

75

6. God blessing St. Paul’s adult believers with strengthened faith through Bible study

142

7. God blessing our church at large with future church workers though St. Paul’s believers

8

Faith in Action (Stewardship)
1. God blessing St. Paul’s ministry at home with financial resources from St. Paul’s believers

$1,339,850

2. God blessing his church at large with financial resources from St. Paul’s believers (This
includes: Synod Mission Offering, Luther High School commitment, various charities, door
offerings, Sunday School mission offering and other kingdom work around the world)

$269,853

3. God blessing St. Paul’s with financial resources invested by St. Paul’s believers in its facility (capital expenditures)

$19,025

4. God blessing St. Paul’s with financial resources from St. Paul’s believers to reduce its debt
for its ministry facilities.

$327,723
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Given in loving memory of:

Bryan and Sheila Jostad Family
Bryan Pulver
Carmon and Emily Jostad
Carol Wappler
Cindy and Phil Betsinger
Dan and Carla Koch
Dave and Kris Larkin
Dick and Jane Esch
Donna Saugstad
Dorothy Stuhr
Duane and Diane Rasmussen
Elsie Cantlon
Erin, Dylan, and Bryce Hale
Gary and Anne Hagel
Jane Amundson
Jim and Leann Wrobel
John and Gloria Curran
Joy Lancour and Steve Hesselberg
Kermit and Susan Jostad
Mike and Karen Hauser
Paul and Joan Hauser
Pete and Gaye Johnson
Terry and Deb Willer
Tom and Kate Marshall
Robert and Cheryl Schroeder
Jill Knight
John and Jan Wigger
John and Mary Maas
Kathryn Larabee
Pete and Jill Noreen
Ronald and Sarah Boldt

Bernice Roellich by:
For Debt Reduction:
JoAnn McLees
For Undesignated Memorial
Dorthy Gartner
Kris and Pastor Norris Baumannn
Sally and Rudy Wuest
Lori Peters
Barbara Dettmering
David and Christine Kalusche
Linda Berg
Frank and Lois Holper
Roslind Evans
Mary and Frederick Craig
Heather Hemker
Cheryl and Ronald Hemker
Family of Bernice Roellich
Opal Hauser by:
For St. Paul School
Lorin and Mary Lewis
Kevin and Sherry Kessler
For Undesignated Memorial
Ruth Martin
Thomas and Agnes Nemeister
Shirley and Daniel Curran
Carl and Doris Mueller
Ellen Thorn
L and R Penkalski
D and B Wilder
Peter and Julie Weber
Connie and Bill Bader
Linda and Franklin Gillette
Kathleen Hagel
Donald and Beth Vruwink
Hazel Miller
Pastor Norris and Kristine Baumann
Michael Schieber
Alan Follendorf
Bill and Judy Koch
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Dear Members of St. Paul’s
Thank you for the gift card. It will
greatly help my traveling expenses to and from college this
year.
I am enjoying my year at MLC
and look forward to graduating
next year. Thank you for your
thoughts, prayers, and support.
Yours in Christ, Ben Mahnke

Receive by PROFESSION OF FAITH
*Richard Bahr & children, Logan & Ellie
TRANSFER TO other WELS/ELS congregation
*Daniel Walsh to Christ the Lord, Cottage Grove,. MN
*Ryan Bader & daughter Saya to St Matthews, Stoddard, WI
*Alexander Teal to King of Grace, Golden Valley, MN
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Women In Christ
This group is open to all women of the congregation. We meet every 4th Monday at 6:30 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. No meetings are held in June, July, and December.

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 2nd Tuesday of
each month in the Fireside area of church at 6:30 pm. Our
next meeting will be February 11 and we will discuss “Leota’s
Garden” by Francine Rivers. For March we will be reading
“Break Through” by Joyce Smith. A powerful book about the
power of prayer.

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meets every other month on
the first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.) Children who
are enrolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings and books every
6 months until they are 4. The quiet bags are periodically straightened and new items added. Our next meeting will be March 5th.
We are always looking for new members.

Women In Christ Creative Hands Group
Creative Hands will be meeting Monday
February 3rd at 1:00 PM at the home of
Deb Nuttelman W7884 Broadmoor
Park Drive, Holmen.
We will be working on baby blankets for
the babies baptized at St. Paul’s. Please bring your portable sewing machine if you have one. Those of you who
don’t sew are needed to iron/cut fabrics or tie blankets.
Please come join our fun and fellowship. Contact Deb
Nuttelman at randdnuttel@charter.net or call
608-769-5237 if you would like more information.

I am the vine;
you are the
branches
John 15:5

April 17-19, 2020
Cranberry Country Lodge
Tomah, WI

Cradle Roll

Gerry Ely, 608-783-4167

Mission Lights

Lois Jenson, 608-781-1134

Executive Committee

WIC officers, Head of Serving Circles and Service Groups

Officers

Co-Chairs- Tanya Johnson 608-386-1419
Katy Miller - 608-797-6523
Secretary - Sue Webb - 608-779-0386
Treasurer - Lois Holper 608-783-1330
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Student Assistance Funds for Those Preparing for Ministry
Remember to support St. Paul’s two student assistance funds we use
to assist young men and women studying for the teaching and
preaching ministry.
The Student Support – Ministerial fund (SSM) for men and women
who are attending Martin Luther College to prepare to be teachers or
pastors needs about $3,000-4,000 each year.
The Student Support – Pastoral fund (SSP) for men who are training
at the seminary to be pastors needs about $700-1,400 each year.

Other Worship Opportunities
If you know that you’ll be out of town for the weekend, vacationing or
working, look ahead to one of the many area worship services. It may
not seem like “home,” but it is better than going a week without hearing
God speak to you.
You can also either watch the video of the entire worship service or the
audio of the sermon by going to our website www.stpaulsonalaska.org.
Then, click on "Gather." There are always printed copies of sermons
available in the lobby. If you are out of town and want to locate the
nearest WELS or ELS church, check in our church lobby, call one of
the pastors, call the church office or go to www.wels.net and click on the
WELS Locator icon. You can also download the mobile app for your
smart phones.
First Lutheran,
Mount Calvary
La Crosse
Lutheran, La Crosse
Sunday 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
Thurs 7:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran,
Christ Lutheran,
Barre Mills
West Salem
Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Monday 6:30 p.m.
St. Paul’s, Onalaska
Good Shepherd,
Thursday 6:30 p.m.
Holmen
Monday 6:30 p.m.
WKTY (580 AM) radio service
Sunday 7:00 a.m.

Time of Grace TV service
WKBT TV 8
Sunday 7:00 a.m.

Thru My Bible
February
1. Leviticus 8
2. Lev. 9, 10
3. Lev. 11
4. Lev. 12:1-13:46
5. Lev. 13:47-14:32
6. Lev. 14:33-15:33
7. Lev. 16
8. Lev. 17
9. Lev. 18
10. Lev. 19, 20
11. Lev. 21, 22
12. Lev. 23
13. Lev. 24
14. Lev. 25
15. Lev. 26
16. Lev. 27
17. Hebrews 1
18. Heb. 2
19. Heb. 3:1-6
20. Heb. 3:7-4:13
21. Heb. 4:14-5:10
22. Heb. 5:11-6:8
23. Heb. 6:9-20
24. Heb. 7:1-14
25. Heb. 7:15-28
26. Heb. 8
27. Heb. 9:1-15
28. Heb. 9:16-28
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THERE WHEN YOU NEED THEM
Mental Health

Grieving Support Group

For anyone who has
questions about mental
health struggles concerning themselves or someone they care about.
This group meets on the first Monday of each
month at 6:30pm in the lower level of First Ev.
Lutheran, 410 West Ave. in La Crosse.

Meets the first Tuesday of
every month, 7:00 p.m. at
St. John’s, Barre Mills.
Contact one of your pastors for
more information

Conquering Pornography
Through Christ

Please join us! We would love to help!
For more information, please contact
Mark Wierschke at 608-796-0987.

Recovery In Christ

Address addiction to Pornography.
www.conquerorsthroughchrist.net.

Recovery in Christ gives
Christian support for people
struggling with any kind of
addiction. The group meets
6:00 p.m. Sunday evenings
in St. Paul’s lower-level
school library. Call Pastor
Bill Bader for more information (608-567-3038).

Also helpful articles on the CtC Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/
WELSCTC?fref=nf
For more info, speak to Staff Minister
Schoeffel — CtC Committee member
(783-2552 extension 233), or one of our
pastors.
We are more than conquerors through
Him who loved us. Romans 8:37

Hospital Reminder
Your pastors love to bring
God’s comforting Word to you
when you are having surgery
or are hospitalized. Please be
sure to speak to one of the
pastors before your surgery or
hospitalization.

Prayer Partners
To become a prayer partner
and/or to submit a prayer request, please email prayerchain@stpaulsonalaska.org.

Free, Confidential Voluntary Advice

Talk now with one of your pastors about any struggle you’re having. You won’t be looked down on.
Your pastor will help you find answers in God’s Word.
11
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Sun

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30am
with Holy Communion
9:20am Sunday School (PreschoolGrade 6)
9:30am Adult Bible Studies

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church: February 2020 Calendar

1

Sat

8

Fri

7

8:00am Men's Bible Study (Kwik Trip,
corner of Sand Lake Rd & Well St.)

Thu

6

8:30am Moms at the Cross Bible Study

Wed

6:30am Women's Bible Study

Tue

5

6:30pm Worship Service

Mon

8:00am Men's Bible Study (Kwik Trip,
corner of Sand Lake Rd & Well St.)

4
9:00am Midweek Bible Study

10:00am New Member Welcome

3
2:00pm Women's Bible Study

6:30am Women's Bible Study

13

20

21

8:00am Men's Bible Study (Kwik Trip,
corner of Sand Lake Rd & Well St.)

22

8:00am Men's Bible Study (Kwik Trip,
corner of Sand Lake Rd & Well St.)

15

Men of His Word Conference,
Oshkosh, WI

Pastors' Conference (at St. Paul's)

12

6:30pm Worship Service

19

6:30am Women's Bible Study

14

4:00pm Women's Bible Study

5:30pm Public School Catechism Class
(Gr 6)

9:00am Midweek Bible Study

6:00pm Public School Catechism Class
Grades 7 & 8

11

2:00pm Women's Bible Study
5:30pm Public School Catechism Class
(Gr 6)
6:00pm Public School Catechism Class
Grades 7 & 8

18

9:00am Midweek Bible Study

9:00am Women's Bible Study
(Redemption Book Store, Center 90)

9:00am KIDS Praise

6:00pm Lutheran Girl Pioneers' Meeting 9:00am KIDS Praise
9:00am Women's Bible Study
(Redemption Book Store, Center 90)
6:30pm Starting Point Class

10

6:00pm Recovery in Christ (St. Paul's)

9
9:30am Knight for a Day (Grade 6) at
Luther High School
4:00pm Women's Bible Study

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am
9:20am Sunday School (PreschoolGrade 6)
9:30am Adult Bible Studies

5:30 pm Lutheran Boy Pioneers’
Meeting

17

9:00am KIDS Praise

6:30pm Starting Point Class

4:00pm Women's Bible Study

6:00pm Recovery in Christ (St. Paul's)

16
6:30pm Starting Point Class

6:30pm Luther High School Registration
Night Class of 2024

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am

2:00pm Women's Bible Study
6:30pm Worship Service with Holy
5:30pm Public School Catechism Class Communion
(Gr 6)

29

9:00am Women's Bible Study
(Redemption Book Store, Center 90)y
6:00pm Board Meetings

6:00pm Public School Catechism Class
Grades 7 & 8

28

9:20am Sunday School (PreschoolGrade 6)
9:30am Adult Bible Studies

7:30pm Church Council Meeting

27
No Thursday evening services
during Lent

Western Wisconsin Teachers’ Conference
at St. Paul’s (Feb. 20 & 21)

6:00pm Recovery in Christ (St. Paul's)

26

24

25

23

8:00am Men's Bible Study (Kwik Trip,
corner of Sand Lake Rd & Well St.)

9:00am KIDS Praise

8:30am Moms at the Cross Bible Study

4:00pm Women's Bible Study

9:00am Women's Bible Study
(Redemption Book Store, Center 90)

6:30am Women's Bible Study

6:30pm Starting Point Class
6:30 pm Women in Christ (WIC)
Executive Meeting

5:30pm Public School Catechism Class
(Gr 6)

Ash Wednesday Services
with Holy Communion
(2:00 & 6:30pm)
5:15pm Lenten Fellowship Supper

9:00am Midweek Bible Study

Worship Services at 8:00 & 10:30 am
with Holy Communion
9:20am Sunday School (PreschoolGrade 6)
9:30am Adult Bible Studies
6:00pm Recovery in Christ (St. Paul's)

5:30pm Public School Catechism Class
Grades 7 & 8
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School News
Obedience

When is it okay for a Christian to disobey authority? Teachers might ask students to do an assignment
that seems unrealistic. Perhaps the assignment is thought to be too difficult for the age of the child or
the timeframe to complete it is too short. Is it okay for the Christian student to refuse to do the assignment?
Parents give chores to their children. If a parent distributes the chores in a way that the child feels is
unfair, or perhaps even is truly unfair, is it okay for the child to disobey his or her parents by not doing
the chores?
Government officials make laws that impact its citizens. What if a new law is very difficult for someone? Is it okay for that person to disobey the law?
God blesses people through the authority figures He places over them. He blesses citizens with protection and order through our government leaders. He blesses children with love and discipline
through their parents. He blesses people through pastors and teachers who share the Word of God
with them. God blesses people even through authority figures who are not very good, sometimes even
through authority that is just plain evil. He commands His children to honor authority. Not because
they have earned our respect, but because He has established that authority and He blesses us
through them. Christians obey authority unless the authority asks them to do something contrary to
Scripture.
Pray for the authority figures God has placed over you. Pray for our government leaders that the work
they do will serve God’s purposes for His people. Pray for your parents that God will give them wisdom as they train their children. Pray for your pastors and teachers, and all who share the Word of
God with you, that they may stay true to God’s Word at all times.
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke the Word of God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith.” Hebrews 13:7
Athletics Our basketball season is wrapping up. The La Crosse Area Lutheran Schools Athletic Conference (LALSAC) Tournament is February 7-9, at Luther High School. All are welcome to join us for
some Christian fellowship and competition. You can find information at our website:
school.stpaulsonalaska.org>Student Life>Athletics. We would love to have you come and cheer on
our Panthers! You may also find details about LALSAC (La Crosse Area Lutheran Schools Athletic
Conference) at this website: https://sites.google.com/view/lalsac-athletics/home?authuser=0.
Wisconsin Parental Choice Program Mr. Bain has completed the application for St. Paul’s to continue participation in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program for the 2020-2021 school year. Because
St. Paul’s was able to enter the program under Luther High School, there are no grade level restrictions for one more year.
Who is eligible? Any student residing in Wisconsin whose family meets the income requirements.
Families should check the Department of Public Instruction website to find more information. The
online application is also completed through the DPI website.
(Continued on page 15)
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Families who are currently taking advantage of the WPCP must submit an application EACH YEAR to
continue in the program. You WILL need to verify your residency again, submitting the appropriate
documentation to our office. You will NOT need to verify income again for any returning children, but
you WILL need to qualify income for any new children joining the program.
If you have questions about how to participate or if you're eligible, please reach out to Ryan Miller,
Board of Education Chair, or Mr. Bain.
Enrollment for Wisconsin Parental Choice Program is open from February 3 – April 16. Parents
are strongly urged to complete the online application and submit necessary documentation to
our office by April 8 to allow for any necessary corrections. Applications with all supporting
documentation must be completed during those dates. There are NO exceptions.
2020-2021 School Calendar The Board of Education has approved our 2020-2021 School Year Calendar. There are a few changes worth noting. First, we will dismiss at 1:00 on early release days.
Second, there are more early release days in the year to accommodate faculty meetings that do not
interfere with coaching responsibilities. Third, seventh and eighth graders begin a day earlier than other grades for some leadership training. Finally, preschool sessions begin on the same day that kindergarten through sixth graders begin.
Spring Science and Fine Arts Fair Each year, our Luther High School Association Schools host two
Science and Fine Arts Fairs. The Spring event includes piano performance, instrumental performance
(solo or ensemble), forensics, science, and a social studies team competition. St. Paul’s students are
preparing musical selections, speeches, and researching concepts related to flight for the science portion of the Fair. All are welcome to attend this FREE event to help encourage our young people in their
use of the gifts God has given them.
March 14, 2020
Beginning at 8:00 am
Luther High School
Student Teachers March 2 through May 8, 2020, St. Paul’s will have two student teachers from Martin
Luther College (MLC) join our school. The two young ladies will work in our second and seventh grade
classrooms during that time. Look for more information about them in next month’s newsletter.
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