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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's Word and 
sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive his 
gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 
and powerful Word.  

 
This last year has been a year full of uncertainty. And while it may feel like things are going back to normal, the truth is 
this world and our life in it is full of uncertainty. Our health, our job, our finances, at any one moment could go spiraling 
out of control. If this last year has taught us anything, it's that nothing is certain. . . except for Easter. Today we will 
contemplate together the one certainty that we can always depend on no matter what happens in our life or in this 
world. Christ has risen and so will we. 
 
 

Today’s Theme: Certain Hope in Uncertain Times 
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Moldenhauer. “I Will Rise” Craig Courtney. 

 
 
 



3 

The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (spoken) Amen. 

OPENING HYMN AND RESURRECTION DIALOGUE: CW 157                                                           “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

P: This is the day the Lord has made. 

C:   We will rejoice and be glad in it.   Psalm 118:24 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

P: I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.      

Exodus 15:1-2 

C: Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.   Psalm 95:2   

P: I will not die but live and will proclaim what the Lord has done.   Psalm 118:17  

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

P: The Lord’s right hand is majestic in power. 

 The Lord’s right hand has shattered the enemy. 

 In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him.   Exodus 15:6-7  

C: Death has been swallowed up in victory.   I Corinthians 15:54  

P: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?  

C: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.   I Corinthians 15:55, 57 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
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P: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.   Job 19:25  

C: The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and 

ever.  Revelation 11:15  

P: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.   Revelation 7:10 

C: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory 

and praise!  Revelation 5:12  

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!   

SONG OF PRAISE: CW 265                                                   “This Is the Feast of Victory” 

The congregation sings the refrains. The choir sings the verses.  

 

 
 

 

 

Verse (choir): 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

 

Refrain (congregation) 

 

Verse (choir): 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

And honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

 

Refrain (congregation) 

 

Verse (choir): 

Sing with all the people of God, 

And join in the hymn of all creation. 

 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain (congregation) 
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Verse (choir): 

For the Lamb who was slain 

Has begun his reign. Alleluia! 

 

Final Refrain (congregation): 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened 

the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in newness of 

life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 

FIRST READING:                                                                                                                                                                    Isaiah 12:1-6 

In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD. 

    Although you were angry with me, 

your anger has turned away 

    and you have comforted me. 
2 Surely God is my salvation; 

    I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

    he has become my salvation.” 
3 With joy you will draw water 

    from the wells of salvation. 
4 In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

    make known among the nations what he has done, 
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    and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

    let this be known to all the world. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING:                                                                                                                                             1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at 

the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the 

perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been 

clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death 

has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CWS 720, verses 1, 4-6                                                             “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” 

       Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands for our offenses given; 

      But now at God’s right hand he stands and brings us life from heaven. 

       Therefore let us joyful be and sing to God right thankfully 

          Loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

It was a strange and dreadful strife when life and death contended. 

The victory remained with life; the reign of death was ended. 

Holy Scripture plainly says that death is swallowed up by death; 

Its sting is lost forever. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Choir only: 

Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursed tree—so strong his love—to save us. 

See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

And Satan cannot harm us. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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So let us keep the festival to which the Lord invites us; 

Christ is himself the joy of all, the sun that warms and lights us. 

Now his grace to us imparts eternal sunshine to our hearts; 

The night of sin is ended. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

SERMON TEXT:                                                                                                                                                                      John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had 

been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 

said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon 

Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the 

cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally 

the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not 

understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were 

staying. 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 

white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around 

and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get 

him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 

‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said 

these things to her. 

Theme: Certain Hope for Uncertain Times 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

ANTHEM:                                                                                                                                                            “I Will Rise” (choir only) 

There's a peace I've come to know, 

Though my heart and flesh may fail 

There's an anchor for my soul, I can say "It is well" 

Jesus has overcome and the grave is overwhelmed 

The victory is won; He is risen from the dead. 

 

And I will rise when He calls my name 

No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles' wings 

Before my God fall on my knees 

And rise, I will rise. 

 

There's a day that's drawing near 

When this darkness breaks to light 

And the shadows disappear 

And my faith shall be my eyes. 

 

Jesus has overcome 

And the grave is overwhelmed 

The victory is won 

He is risen from the dead. 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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And I will rise when He calls my name 

No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles' wings 

Before my God fall on my knees 

And rise, I will rise. 

 

And I hear the voice of many angels sing 

Worthy is the Lamb! 

And I hear the cry of every longing heart 

Worthy is the Lamb! 

And I hear the voice of many angels sing 

Worthy is the Lamb! 

And I hear the cry of every longing heart 

Worthy is the Lamb! 

Worthy is the Lamb! 

 

I will rise when He calls my name 

No more sorrow, no more pain 

I will rise on eagles' wings 

Before my God fall on my knees 

And rise, I will rise, I will rise. 

I will rise. I will rise. I will rise. 

I will rise. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P:  Almighty and merciful God, on this glorious day we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase our faith 

that the grace of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day. 

C:  When we are weak be our strength, when we are sad be our song, and when we sin be our salvation. 

P:  Remove the shroud of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the voice of our Good 

Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of despair turn the faithless to trust in the 

only Way, Truth, and Life. 

C:  Wipe away tears born of death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the lost and troubled. Use 

our witness as compassion and comfort for others in need of mercy. 

P:  King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands against you, whether seen 

or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will—false teaching or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies or 

worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile religion—rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free course. 

C:  Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end. Never leave us or 

forsake us. 

P:  Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead. As your angel sent 

women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to announce, “He is risen!” As you sent your 
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disciples with the power of the Spirit, use all of us to share with a broken and dying world the news of your eternal 

victory. 

C:  Empower us to speak your truth and love to our circles of friends, relatives, and neighbors. Bless our efforts to 

help others to trust the certain hope that Easter promises. 

P:  Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the fleshly urges of those 

caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of good intentions which have fallen short, 

and assure those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children is sealed. 

C:  Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its promises through the 

resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and godliness. 

P:  O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning and the End, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C:  His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

Amen.  

PRAYER 

P: Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your service 

and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

REMAIN STANDING 
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HYMN: CW 152, verses 1-2, 5, 7-8                                                                                              “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 

I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my ever-living Head! 

 

He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save. 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; 

He lives exalted there on high. 

 

 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears. 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death. 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

He lives, all glory to his name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same. 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

“I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: April 4, 2021 

 

❖ Health Concerns—Susan Hanson’s brother, Robert. 

❖Anniversary—59th wedding anniversary of Jim and Carol Tonak (4/8)  

SANCTUARY COVID CHANGES 
At its March meeting, our Church Council made some changes to our COVID policies for public worship. As cases continue 

to decrease in our area, and as more people are returning to in-person worship, we want to continue to provide a worship 

space that will adequately serve the number of people we have attending and also make people feel comfortable to be in 

worship. The Church Council has decided to remove the ropes for the pews on the outside of the sanctuary (the ropes for 

the middle pews will remain). We also have increased the sign-up capacity to 200 people at this time.  

Here are a few things to consider: 

• If you feel comfortable sitting closer to people, consider sitting in the outside pews and leave the middle pews 

for those who may not feel quite as comfortable. 

• Continue to be mindful of other people and socially distance.  

• The 8:00 and 9:15 am services tend to be fuller than the other services. The Saturday service will still remain our 

service for those who would be classified as higher risk or for those who are simply looking for a smaller worship 

service to attend.  

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY AFTER EASTER MOVES BACK TO WEDNESDAY 

Starting April 7, we’ll be starting a new Zoom Bible study on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Pastor Ehlke will be leading a 

study on the Lord’s Prayer. If you’re already a part of the current Bible study group, there’s no need to sign-up. You will 

receive the zoom link each week for the class. If you haven’t attended the Zoom Bible study class this semester but 

would like to, let Pastor Ehlke know: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org or go to this link. 

NEW STARTING POINT CLASS AT ST. PAUL’S 

Pastor Krause will be teaching a new “Starting Point” Bible class on Monday, April 26, at 6:00 pm. This class will be held 

weekly and runs about 15 weeks. “Starting Point” covers the main teachings of the Bible. It’s a great class for those new 

to Christianity. But it also serves as a great review for those who have been Christians for some time. Plan to attend! Invite 

a friend or share this invitation with someone who wants to know more about our Savior God! We’ll meet in person at 

church, but a virtual option will also be made available. Sign up at this link. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Krause: skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

Support Groups 

DOMESTIC ABUSE VOLUNTEERS 

Last week Michelle Markgraf spoke at our church about Domestic Abuse. Our goal is to start an advocate program and, 

someday, a support group for our church and for our area congregations.  You can watch her presentation on St. Paul's 

Youtube channel. If you or someone you know would like to volunteer as an advocate, please contact Pastor Olson for 

more details (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608.797.5793).  

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health group will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, April 5 at 6:30 pm. The topic 
will be: Tools for coping with difficult times.  

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=medweUaURr8&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=medweUaURr8&t=17s
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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GRIEF SUPPORT  

The Grief Support group will meet at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, April 6 at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Grief support is for 
anyone who is grieving so they can receive comfort from God's word and encouragement from God's people. Our topic 
for discussion will be "Easter and Grief." 

Mark Your Calendars 

LWMS SPRING RALLY 

The Lutheran Women's Missionary Society Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, April 17 at Christ Lutheran Church in 

Cochrane, WI. There will be social distancing and masks will be worn at the meeting. Registration starts at 8:00 am. 

There will also be a virtual option for those who would like to attend from home. To attend virtually, please contact Jan 

Westerman at jkwesterman1@yahoo.com prior to the rally.  

SPRING SCRAP-N-CRAFT FUNDRAISER 

The Spring Scrap-N-Craft fundraiser will be held from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm Saturday, April 10, 2021, at Mt. 
Calvary Grace School, 1614 Park St., La Crosse. Click on this link to access the registration form and additional 
information. Proceeds from this event help support the New Life Resource Center in La Crosse.  

CLEAR YOUR CALENDAR FOR LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL'S BIG KNIGHT FUNDRAISER! 

Luther High School’s Big Knight Fundraiser event will be held Saturday, April 24, 2021 at Celebrations on the River in La 
Crosse. Doors open at 5:30 pm. 100% of the proceeds benefit the students of Luther High. Please go to this link or 
contact Christina Sherry at  608.783.5436 ext. 1134 or sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us for more information. 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER—FAITH INSPIRED 

A Knowledge is Power presentation will be held here on Saturday, May 1, from 9:00 am- 3:00 pm. It is intended to equip 

individuals and families with knowledge about mental health concerns and to provide ongoing support. This 

presentation will include the various topics of domestic abuse, anxiety, depression, victimization and moral injury. We 

encourage you to attend, to learn how to support loved ones who are suffering. Click on this link for more information. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

The Surround Care program at St. Paul’s has an immediate opening for a morning caretaker (6:00-7:30 am). Surround 
Care is the before and after school childcare program connected with our school. The position is open until filled and 
scheduled. Start dates are flexible. Applications are available in the school office, and questions can be directed to 
Surround Care Director, Leslie Pfennig (surrcare@stpaulsonalaska.org, 608.783.4822 ext. 230, or cell 608.799.7517). 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 
The total offerings were $23,069 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 
The amount given to date is $976,964. 
(3/28/2021) The amount needed to date is $964,190. 
 
 
 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/6df76493-50bf-403d-9ac1-648961987fb2/Scrap_N_Craft_April_10_2021.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/5c4d6f69-43d6-4d38-b6bb-6840ecf097f8/BG_Fundraiser_Poster.pdf
mailto:sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/3cc4a5b2-57a5-4bd5-9e4e-a75553c58978/Knowledge_is_Power_Rev_I.pdf
mailto:surrcare@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

