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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
We now have witnessed the great miracle of Christmas: the Word became flesh! God dwells among us as a true
man. He comes to take away our sins. In our worship today on this first Sunday after Christmas, we celebrate
another one of the miracles of Christmas: God in his grace has revealed to us this Savior. We are privileged to know
Jesus and have a personal relationship with him! That’s the theme that dominates the Scripture lessons we will
hear today, and that theme will be the focus of the worship of our Lord this morning.
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The Common Service
BELLS AND WELCOME

OPENING HYMN: CW 41

“Let All Together Praise Our God”
Let all together praise our God
Before his highest throne;
Today he opens heav’n again
And gives us his own Son,
And gives us his own Son.
He leaves his heav’nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.
He veils in flesh his pow’r divine
A servant’s form to take;
In want and lowliness must die
Who heav’n and earth did make,
Who heav’n and earth did make.
A wondrous change which he does make:
He takes our flesh and blood,
And he conceals for sinners’ sake
His majesty as God,
His majesty as God.
He serves that I a lord may be—
A great exchange indeed!
Could Jesus’ love do more for me
To help me in my need,
To help me in my need?
For us he opens wide the door
Of paradise today.
The angel guards the gate no more;
To God our thanks we pay,
To God our thanks we pay.

STAND

3

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SINS
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Congregation: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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GLORY BE TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
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P: Let us pray. Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human nature. By
his gracious coming deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness of his glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 45:20-25
The Lord delights in revealing to us our salvation.
“Gather together and come;
assemble, you fugitives from the nations.
Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood,
who pray to gods that cannot save.
21
Declare what is to be, present it—
let them take counsel together.
Who foretold this long ago,
who declared it from the distant past?
Was it not I, the LORD?
And there is no God apart from me,
a righteous God and a Savior;
there is none but me.
22
“Turn to me and be saved,
all you ends of the earth;
for I am God, and there is no other.
23
By myself I have sworn,
my mouth has uttered in all integrity
a word that will not be revoked:
Before me every knee will bow;
by me every tongue will swear.
24
They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone
are deliverance and strength.’”
All who have raged against him
will come to him and be put to shame.
25
But all the descendants of Israel
will find deliverance in the LORD
and will make their boast in him.
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SECOND LESSON:

Colossians 3:12-17

When believers realize that it is pure grace the Savior has been revealed to them, it changes their heart. Christians
are eager to imitate the Christ child who now dwells in us and with us.
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity.
15
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be
thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
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VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. (Colossians 3:15a)

NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 35

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
Oh, that birth forever blessed when the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face
Evermore and evermore.
This is he whom heav’n-taught singers sang of old with one accord;
Whom the Scriptures of the prophets promised in their faithful word.
Now he shines, the long-expected; let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.
Let the heights of heav’n adore him, angel hosts his praises sing,
Pow’rs, dominions bow before him and extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent, ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.
Christ, to you, with God the Father, and the Spirit ceaselessly
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving and unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion and eternal victory
Evermore and evermore.

SERMON LESSON:

Luke 2:25-40
The Lord reveals the Christ child to Simeon and Anna.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying:
29
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31
which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”
25
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The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to
Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36
There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left
the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
39
When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their
own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God
was on him.
33

Sermon
STAND
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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STAND
LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you
have opened our eyes to the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious
song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)

BE SEATED
DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CWS 707

“Peace Came to Earth”

Peace came to earth at last that chosen night
When angels clove the sky with song and light
And God embodied love and sheathed his might—
Who could but gasp: Immanuel! Who could but sing: Immanuel!
And who could be the same for having held
The infant in their arms and later felt
The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled—
Who could but sigh: Immanuel! Who could but shout: Immanuel!
You show the Father none has ever seen,
In flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pain,
In bread and wine you visit us again—
Who could but see: Immanuel! Who could but thrill: Immanuel!
How else could I have known you, O my God!
How else could I have loved you, O my God!
How else could I embrace you, O my God!
Who could but pray: Immanuel! Who could but praise: Immanuel!
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THANKSGIVING
STAND
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis)

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

P: God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We
thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will
not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN: CW 64

“Let Us All with Gladsome Voice”
Let us all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son has given.
To this vale of tears he comes,
Here to serve in sadness,
That with him in heav’n’s fair homes
We may reign in gladness.
We are rich, for he was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.
O Lord Christ, our Savior dear,
Bless us and be near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
Amen, Jesus, hear us!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: December 27, 2020
 Complications from COVID—Bob Cushman, father of Connie Gronholz
 Declining Health—Marcile Kuecker, mother of Lynnette Goss and grandmother of Connie Gronholz

Online Worship Options
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.
Worship Times
Below are the December worship opportunities. We continue to following the state-wide mask mandate as well as
social distancing at church. We are also asking people to sign up if they are planning on attending worship in person:
Sign-up. If you are worshiping at home, you can find the livestream link at www.stpaulsonalaska.org.

Weekend Worship Times in December
Saturdays at 5:00 pm (no Saturday worship on December 26)
Sunday at 8:00, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am
Sunday 8:00 am will continue to be livestreamed.
There will be no Thursday worship services during December.
NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP AT 6:30 PM
2020 has been quite the year. What better way to end it then by gathering around Word and Sacrament and
remembering the promises the Lord has made and kept. In our New Year's Eve service, we'll especially remember
that our Savior who sometimes brings us into the storms of this world is also the one who brings us through them.
We will also be livestreaming this service at 6:30 pm New Year’s Eve.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING MEETINGS FOR YOUR JANUARY CALENDAR
•
•

Call Meeting - A Call Meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 5, at 6:30 pm. We will be calling for
a 2nd grade teacher.
Congregational Voters' Meeting will be held Sunday, January 24 at 11:45 am. This meeting will pertain to
the Building Project. Agenda items include:
1) Site plan approval
2) Fund Appeal Approval
3) Fund Appeal Services Provider
4) Approval to contract Construction Management Service
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January Bible Study Options

During the winter months, we will continue to offer a number of weekday Bible study options both via zoom and inperson. These classes would be a great way to stay connected with others and give encouragement for your faith
during the long days of winter. Below are the different options of new classes or current classes that will resume
after Christmas. If you are attending the Starting Point Class or one of the Zoom classes, please make sure to sign
up at the church website under the Grow tab.
Starting Point Mondays
5:00 pm on Zoom and 6:30 pm In-Person

Our winter Starting Point class will start January 11. Pastor Ehlke will be leading a zoom class at 5:00 pm and an inperson class in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm on Mondays. Starting Point is a great class for those new to the Christian
faith and also a great review of the main teachings of the Bible that will answer many of the questions we have
about God and about our faith. It also serves as our class for those interested in joining St. Paul’s. If you plan on
attending, please sign up on our website or contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Wednesday Zoom Bible Classes at 6:30 pm

Pastor Olson will be leading our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom class starting on January 6. The class will be based on
the book 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, and we’ll look at common misconceptions that some Christians
hold onto. There’s no need purchase or have the book to attend. Please sign up on our website, and you’ll receive
the zoom information via email from Pastor Olson.
Saturday Men’s Bible Classes at 8:00 am (In-person at Kwik Trip)

Steve Loehr leads our Saturday men’s Bible class at the Kwik Trip just a few blocks north of St. Paul’s. The group will
be starting up after Christmas on January 2 (no class on December 26). The topic will be the book of Jeremiah.
Monday Women’s Bible Classes at 4:00 pm (Zoom and In-person)

Wendy Schibbelhut leads our Monday 4:00 pm Women’s Bible Class and will resume again after Christmas
on January 4 (no class December 28). The topic will be Job. If you would like to attend this class via zoom, please
sign up on our website and Wendy will get in touch with you.
Thursday Women's Bible Classes at 6:30 pm (Zoom)

Jan Westerman leads our Thursday 6:30 am class and will resume again after Christmas on January 7 (no class
December 24 or 31). The topic will be the book of Mark. If you would like to attend this class, please sign up on our
website and Jan will get in touch with you.

PEW OILING
We will be oiling pews on Monday December 28th at 1:00 pm. Any help you can provide is appreciated!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Our school children recorded a unique, socially distanced Christmas service on December 20. Click here to watch or
go to St. Paul’s Onalaska YouTube page. Many thanks to our school faculty, especially Mrs. Schibbelhut, who
worked and adjusted and adapted to make this service happen!

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH
Caring Christians will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, January 4 at 6:30 pm. The topic will be
Seasonal Disorder.
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
The office will be open from 8:00 am to noon through January 3. The office will be closed on New Year’s Day. Please
email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org with any prayers or announcements to be included in the
worship folder or e-news.

FUN RUN
The Outreach Team at St. Paul's is looking for some people in our congregation with organizational skills and/or
experience with running events to help us plan a "Fun Run" event in the next year. Please contact Pastor Olson at
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org if you'd like to help with planning.
To St. Paul’s Church Members,
I hope and pray that this letter finds you well and preparing for the celebration of our Savior’s birth. What a
joyous time of the year to give thanks and praise for all the blessings God provides to us.
The year of 2020 has certainly been a year that has tested our patience, endurance, health, and for many, our
finances. Through good times and bad times, we should always turn to God’s word for healing, direction, and
thanks. God’s Word is filled with promises from our Creator to provide and deliver. The Bible is the ultimate
source for truth and God is faithful to fulfill all His promises. God says in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”
God has surely blessed our congregation here at St. Paul’s Church and School with many called workers and
staff. Pastors to keep us in the Word, teachers to guide our children down God’s path of life, talented musicians
to beautify our services, office administrators to organize and keep the church and school operating, and
maintenance staff to help maintain the buildings and grounds. During these months of COVID 19, all of these
people have worked extra hard at their positions and have worked more hours than required to make sure we
were able to keep our doors open to those comfortable coming to school and church. Also, making sure those
not comfortable, were provided online materials, webinars, zoom meetings, and livestream services.
The Council recognizes this and would like to set up a new line item titled “Staff Support Fund.” This fund will be
there for when unplanned items come up when one or more of our staff need assistance. For instance, when a
called worker needs assistance with moving or go through unexpected hardship or health issues. As a council,
we would like to start this by offering the congregation this line item so that we can give a nice big “THANK YOU”
to our Pastors, Teachers, and Staff for all the extra work they have been doing. If you are so inclined to do so,
you can send or drop a check into the church office and mark it as “Staff Support Fund.” Once we have a fund
built up, we will put something together for our paid staff to not only tell them thank you but to show our
appreciation for what they all do.
God’s Blessings,
Tim Scriver
Chairman of the Adult Discipleship

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PRESENTATIONS
Thanks to all who completed a congregational response sheet! The Building and Finance Committee have started
reviewing them and will be updating the congregation on the next steps over the next few weeks. There’s still time
to fill out a response sheet if you haven’t done so. Please head www.stpaulsonalaska.org and scroll down the home
page. There you will find the video presentation and a link to the online response sheet.
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LUTHER HIGH FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR
Luther High School has an opening for the position of Food Service Director. The position averages 12-15 hours per
week. For more information, please email the school office at office@luther.k12.wi.us or contact Jon Engelbrecht at
engejon@luther.k12.wi.us. Resumes will be accepted through January 8.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
In order to operate efficiently and with good organization, Good Steward Resale Shop employs Store Coordinators.
This paid position requires leadership, organizational skills, the ability to communicate and train others, and the
exercising of good judgment. It also requires some physical exertion, including lifting up to 50 pounds.The work will
amount to about 24 hours per week, including Saturdays. The Store Coordinator must be committed to the Biblical
principle, “Serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13).
Interested parties may obtain a job description with necessary qualifications and an application form at Good
Steward Resale Shop. You may also obtain a job description and application form by calling 608-784-5035 or by
writing to: Wise Managers, Inc. 400 West Avenue South La Crosse, WI 54601. Applications should be returned by
January 24, 2020.

Helping Each Other as a Family of Believers
The pandemic has been dragging on and it has been affecting us all in many different ways. Some have lost their jobs.
Others are in a difficult situation because schools have gone virtual, including St. Paul's which has forced virtual /
distance learning in many households. Both parents may have to work out of the home and may not be able to get
time off. They may not have friends or relatives who can provide childcare. For these reasons, some may be faced
with serious financial challenges. What will they do? Perhaps there are some resources out there to help these
families. We would like to help connect families desperate for childcare with resources available. While we can make
no promises, we pray God will guide our attempts to make these connections.
•

If you are in dire need of childcare, please contact one of the pastors, Principal Bain or the office.

•

If you, or someone you know, could provide childcare for a family or two, please contact one of the pastors,
Principal Bain or the office.

•

If you are in need of financial help, either because of unexpected child care expenses, out of work, or because of
any hardship that you are facing, please contact one of the pastors.

•

If you'd like to help those who are struggling financially, you may donate to the "Needy Fund."

Whether or not you take advantage of this opportunity, this is a good reminder to all of us that we are more than a
church and a school. We are one family in Christ that supports each other in good times and in bad.
WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH
The total offerings were $27,952 ($24,723 needed to meet budget).
The amount given to date is $617,291
(12/20/2020) The amount needed to date is $618,071
PASTORAL CONTACTS:

Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660
Pastor Dan Olson
(608) 797.5793

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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