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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Jesus is coming! That’s what we remember during this season of Advent. He wants us to be ready to meet him, so
he gives us his message of salvation, and he sends messengers to proclaim that message. God sent John the Baptist
in the days before Jesus’ public ministry to prepare people to meet their Savior. This weekend we’ll hear John
preach as he leads his hearers to focus on Jesus. It will remind us that today’s Bible messengers are called by God
to do the exact same thing.

Theme: Jesus Is Coming! Listen to His Messengers!
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Service of the Word
BELLS AND WELCOME

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregration: (spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND LIGHTING RITE
P:

When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation--the human race--in his image (Genesis
1:26). Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a perfect relationship with God.

C:

But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and death to all. God declared the wages of
sin to be death (Romans 6:23). We, too, are guilty, and we confess our sinful thoughts, words, and actions.

P:

However, God--who is Love--did not want to be separated from his children forever. He promised a Savior
who would bear the punishment for sin, defeat the devil, and break the bonds of death.
O, come, O, come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel!

P:

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has paid the ransom for your debt; your
sins are forgiven (Galatians 4:4-5). In view of God’s mercy, today we light the joy candle. Though we have not
seen Jesus, we love him; and even though we do not see him now, we believe in him (I Peter 1:8).

C:

And we are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for we are receiving the end result of our faith, the
salvation of our souls (I Peter 1:8,9).
O, come, our Joy, whose love forgives-Whose death assures that we will live!
Move us to heed the call, “Repent!”
And trust, for your sake, God relents.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel!

P:

In this joy from God, we gladly hear and learn his message of salvation, proclaimed by the messengers, like
John the Baptist, that God has sent. Jesus is coming! Listen to his messengers.

C:

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the
darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Isaiah 61: 1-3, 10-11
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
3
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD
for the display of his splendor.
10

I delight greatly in the LORD;
my soul rejoices in my God.
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness,
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the soil makes the sprout come up
and a garden causes seeds to grow,
so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness
and praise spring up before all nations.
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HYMN: CW 19

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
O Lord, how shall I meet you,
How welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
My Hope, my heart’s Delight.
O Jesus, let your Word be
A lamp to light my way,
To show me how to please you,
To guide me ev’ry day.
Love caused your incarnation;
Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation
Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling
That led you to embrace
In love, all love excelling,
Our lost and fallen race!

SECOND LESSON: I Thessalonians 5:16-24
16

Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

19

Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to what is
good, 22 reject every kind of evil.
23

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.
Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted,
Who sit in deepest gloom,
Who mourn o’er joys departed
And tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you,
He’s standing at the door
Who best can help and cheer you
And bids you weep no more.
Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Let not your souls distress;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by his grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
A heritage in heav’n.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 14

“Arise, O Christian People”
Arise, O Christian people!
Prepare yourselves today.
Prepare to greet the Savior,
Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone
The truth and light was given;
The promised Lord from heaven
To all the world is shown.
Prepare the way before him;
Prepare for him the best.
Cast out what would offend him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.
Make straight, make plain the way:
The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing,
His path all even lay.
The humble heart and lowly
God raises up on high;
Beneath his feet in terror
The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right,
That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—
It is the Lord’s delight.
Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;
Turn not from me aside,
And help me to receive you
This blessed Adventtide.
From stall and manger low
Come now to dwell within me;
I’ll sing your praises gladly
And forth your glory show.

SERMON LESSON:

John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so
that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
19

Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he
was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.”
21

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”
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He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
22

23

Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?”

John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way for the Lord.’”

24

Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah,
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26

“I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes
after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
28

This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Theme: Jesus Is Coming! Listen to His Messengers!
STAND

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

7

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650

SPECIAL MUSIC: (Sunday)

"Prepare the Way for the Lord"

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send the offspring of the
woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your
people to the advent of their Savior.

C:

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy the works of the devil.

P:

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us
from spiritual slumber and apathy.

C:

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”

P:

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it to cheer the
lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from
the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.

C:

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

P:

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son coming again, not as
a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.

C:

Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.

Special prayers and intercessions.
P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.
P:

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.

C:

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
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STAND

LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

P:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN: CW 12

“Hark the Glad Sound”
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.
He comes the captives to release,
In Satan’s prison held.
The gates of brass before him burst;
The iron fetters yield.
He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With your beloved name.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: December 13, 2020
❖ Calls—Miss Deanna Rahn to St. Paul’s, Joe and Danielle Fetcenko to Warrens, MI
❖ Comfort—Deb Stanhope and Jolea Pralle at the death of their father, Harold Horstman (12/8).
❖ Birth—Sawyer Roger Hauch, grandson of Pastor Bill and Connie Bader
❖ Hospice care—Arlene Loggings father, Harold Loveland
Worship
In-person worship services this week will be held at the regular times: Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. Thursday evening services will not be held during the Advent season. We are
asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25% capacity. You can sign up by going to our
website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org. You will also be able to see how many people have signed up for the service.
The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have plenty of room.
Online Worship Options
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.
Worship Times
Below are the different worship opportunities over the next month. With COVID spiking in our area, we are continuing
following the state-wide mask mandate as well as social distancing at church. We are also asking people to sign up if
they are planning on attending worship in person: Sign-up. If you are worshiping at home, you can find the livestream
link at www.stpaulsonalaska.org.

Weekend Worship Times through December
Saturdays at 5:00 pm (no Saturday worship on December 26)
Sundays at 8:00, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am
Sunday 8:00 am will continue to be livestreamed.
There will be no Thursday worship services during December.
Wednesday Advent Worship Times
December 16 at 2:00 pm and 6:30 pm
The 2:00 pm Advent Services will also be livestreamed.
Christmas Eve Worship Times
1:00, 2:30, 4:00 Song Service led with organ
5:30 & 7:00 pm Candlelight Service led with guitar
The 1:00 and 5:30 pm services will also be livestreamed.
Christmas Day Worship Times
9:00 and 10:30 am
The 9:00 am service will also be livestreamed.
New Years Eve Worship
6:30 pm service will also be livestreamed.
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January Bible Study Options
During the winter months, we will continue to offer a number of weekday Bible study options both via zoom and inperson. These classes would be a great way to stay connected with others and give encouragement for your faith
during the long days of winter. Below are the different options of new classes or current classes that will resume
after Christmas. If you are attending the Starting Point Class or one of the Zoom classes, please make sure to signup here: Bible Study Registration.
Starting Point Mondays
5:00 pm on Zoom and 6:30 pm In-Person

Our winter Starting Point class will start January 11. Pastor Ehlke will be leading a zoom class at 5:00 pm and an inperson class in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm on Mondays. Starting Point is a great class for those new to the Christian
faith and also a great review of the main teachings of the Bible that will answer many of the questions we have
about God and about our faith. It also serves as our class for those interested in joining St. Paul’s. If you plan on
attending, please sign-up by clicking the link above or contact Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Wednesday Zoom Bible Classes at 6:30 pm

Pastor Olson will be leading our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom class starting on January 6. The class will be based on
the book 10 Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, and we’ll look at common misconceptions that some Christians
hold onto. There’s no need purchase or have the book to attend. Please sign-up by clicking on the link above, and
you’ll receive the zoom information via email from Pastor Olson.
Saturday Men’s Bible Classes at 8:00 am (In-person at Kwik Trip)

Steve Loehr leads our Saturday men’s Bible class at the Kwik Trip just a few blocks north of St. Paul’s. The group will
be starting up after Christmas on January 2 (no class on December 26). The topic will be the book of Jeremiah.
Monday Women’s Bible Classes at 4:00 pm (Zoom and In-person)

Wendy Schibbelhut leads our Monday 4:00 pm Women’s Bible Class and will resume again after Christmas
on January 4 (no class December 28). The topic will be Job. If you would like to attend this class via zoom, please
sign-up above, and Wendy will get in touch with you.
Thursday Women's Bible Classes at 6:30 pm (Zoom)

Jan Westerman leads our Thursday 6:30 am class and will resume again after Christmas on January 7 (no class
December 24 or 31). The topic will be the book of Mark. If you would like to attend this class, please sign-up above,
and Jan will get in touch with you.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Typically, each year just after Thanksgiving, Women in Christ host an Advent By Candlelight event. This event serves
two purposes. One purpose is a fellowship opportunity for the women of the congregation. The other is to help
prepare our hearts for the Advent season.
For obvious reason we cannot gather this year, but Women in Christ still wanted to provide an opportunity to
worship and prepare hearts through a virtual Advent by Candlelight option. We encourage you to take this
opportunity to sit down with those in your household or hold a Zoom watch party with other women(and men) in
your family, your congregation or friends. Whether you choose to watch with others or on your own, we pray that
God uses this unique worship devotional to strengthen His word in your heart.
To watch, click here or go to the St. Paul’s website.
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Helping Each Other as a Family of Believers
The pandemic has been dragging on and it has been affecting us all in many different ways. Some have lost their jobs.
Others are in a difficult situation because schools have gone virtual, including St. Paul's which has forced virtual /
distance learning in many households. Both parents may have to work out of the home and may not be able to get
time off. They may not have friends or relatives who can provide childcare. For these reasons, some may be faced
with serious financial challenges. What will they do? Perhaps there are some resources out there to help these
families. We would like to help connect families desperate for childcare with resources available. While we can make
no promises, we pray God will guide our attempts to make these connections.
•

If you are in dire need of childcare, please complete this form.

•

If you, or someone you know, could provide childcare for a family or two, please complete this form.

•

If you are in need of financial help, either because of unexpected child care expenses, out of work, or because
of any hardship that you are facing, please contact one of the pastors or complete this form.

•

If you'd like to help those who are struggling financially, you may donate to the "Needy Fund” by going to
this link.

Whether or not you take advantage of this opportunity, this is a good reminder to all of us that we are more than a
church and a school. We are one family in Christ that supports each other in good times and in bad.

CHRISTMAS GIVING CARD TREE
This Christmas season we will be helping families celebrate Christmas and provide needed assistance throughout
the year. If you would like to help:
•

Pick an ornament from the tree located in the church lobby.

•

Purchase a gift card (Gift cards are available through our SCRIP program, contact Katy Miller at
kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org).

•

Return the cards, with the ornaments attached, to the box next to the tree on or before Sunday, December
20.

Thank you for helping us share the joy of our Savior's birth.

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PRESENTATIONS
Thanks to all who completed a congregational response sheet! The Building and Finance Committee have started
reviewing them and will be updating the congregation on the next steps over the next few weeks. There’s still time
to fill out a response sheet if you haven’t done so. Please head www.stpaulsonalaska.org and scroll down the home
page. There you will find the video presentation and a link to the online response sheet.

TEEN GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY
Plan to join the fun on Wednesday, December 16, from 7:45 to 9:30 pm at St. Paul’s. We’ll have Bible study and
play some games. Teens are encouraged to bring a treat to share. Covid safety protocols will be observed. Bring a
mask, a treat, and a friend!
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OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelopes are now available in the church lobby. If you’re interested in online giving, go to:
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give.
Please don't use your 2021 offering envelopes until after December 31, 2020. In most cases your newly assigned
number is different than your current number.

SPECIAL GIFTS
We thank the Lord for the regular gospel-motivated offerings that people give to support the work we do together
as a group of believers. At this time of year, people often ask about giving a special gift to a specific area of ministry.
If that applies to you, a few areas of our ministry that could benefit from a special gift would be our newly
established Capital Improvement/Building Fund, Debt Reduction for the current mortgage we have, and also to
Missions (our church body) and Luther High School.

IRA CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS
As people are planning their giving for 2021, there has generally been a tax advantage to be aware of if you are over
70 ½ and need to take a required distribution from an IRA. People (70.5 years or older) are able to designate
distributions from their IRA (up to $100,000 per year) for a non-profit, and that distribution is tax deductible for the
individual. This could apply to special gifts or the regular offerings you give. For more information on that, ask your
financial adviser or head here: https://wels.net/giving/ministry-of-christian-giving/ira-charitable-distributions.
Please note Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) were suspended for 2020 but will likely apply to 2021.

MUSICIANS FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
We'd love to get many of you involved in the music at St. Paul's during the month of December! We are looking for
musicians, both vocal and instrumental, for every service, and we're hoping to put together a small choir for our
Christmas Eve services. If you'd be willing to serve in this way, please fill out the survey attached here . If you have
questions, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut at wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org. Thanks so much!

LIVE NATIVITY HELP NEEDED
St. Paul’s weekend to staff the Live Nativity is December 19th and 20th. Please sign up at this link or contact Dan
Braund at dancathybraund@gmail.com. A description of Nativity characters is available at this link or on the table
outside the office in the church lobby.
Here are your current NEEDS for both nights:
1 set of Mary and Joseph (from same household)- Sunday needs 2 sets as there are none
1 Tax Collector (we have one)
6 Roman Soldiers (currently there are none- we need 2 to make it work if possible)
2 Citizens (we have two)
4 Shepherds (we have none)
New changes to remember: The costumes are located in the new ECE building (old St. Paul's church across the
street from First Lutheran School); bring your own food/snacks; no bussing from the ECE building you will have to
drive over to the park.
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ROTARY LIGHTS FOOD COLLECTION
Volunteers are needed at Riverside Park in La Crosse to collect donated food items for The Food Basket. The pantry
shares Christ's love by feeding people in need in the Onalaska, Holmen, West Salem and surrounding
areas. Volunteers will be collecting food from the drivers as vehicles enter the park. Please dress warm as you'll be
outside. Thank you in advance for your help! Go to this link to sign up.

WHAT HAPPENS AT RECOVERY IN CHRIST?
The meeting begins with a Bible reading and explanation that applies to addiction. Participants then encourage
each other with the message of Christ. Recovery in Christ meets in-person, 6:00 - 7:00 pm most Sundays here at St.
Paul's in the lower level-level school library. Recovery in Christ also meets Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at the Coulee
Recovery Center in La Crosse (933 Ferry street, 608.784.4177) beginning Wednesday, December 2. To confirm
days/times call/text Pastor Bill Bader at 608.567.3038.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL UPDATE
Volunteer health screeners are needed to take our students’ temperatures as they enter the building. To volunteer,
please go to the Sign-Up Genius link or call the office at 608.783.2552 ext. 0. Thank you so much for your
consideration.

HIRING PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
St. Paul’s is looking to hire a part-time custodian to help with cleaning and other custodial duties. Hours may vary,
depending on the season and need of the school. We are looking to fill this position immediately. Interested
applicants may contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter at 608.783.2552, ext. 233 for more information.

LUTHER HIGH FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR
Luther High School has an opening for the position of Food Service Director. The position averages 12-15 hours per
week. A complete job description is located at this link. For more information, please email the school office at
office@luther.k12.wi.us or contact Jon Engelbrecht at engejon@luther.k12.wi.us. Resumes will be accepted
through January 8.
WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH
The total offerings were $39,421 ($24,723 needed to meet budget).
The amount given to date is $555,516
(12/6/2020) The amount needed to date is $568,625
PASTORAL CONTACTS:
Pastor Brett Ehlke
(608) 799.2717
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660
Pastor Dan Olson
(608) 797.5793

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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