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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

Christmas Season Musician Sign-up  We'd love to have lots of sing-
ers and instrumentalists helping out with music during services in De-
cember, especially for our Christmas Eve services! Please sign up by 
either using this online survey, by filling out a paper survey in the 
church entryway, or by contacting Wendy Schibbelhut at wschib-
belhut@stpaulsonalaska.org. The Christmas Choir is now practicing 
every Wednesday after church. Even if you can't make it to all practic-
es, we'd love to have you!  
 
Hurricane Ian Devastation   Hurricane Ian brought devastation to a 
number of areas across the southeast part of our country. A number of 
our WELS churches were affected, but Abiding Love Lutheran Church 
in Cape Coral, FL, was hit the hardest. Ben Mahnke, a former member 
of St. Paul's in Onalaska, serves there as a Staff Minister. Click on this 
link to view a video showing the damage caused by Hurricane Ian. Our 
church has a fund called the "Good Samaritan Fund" that is used to 
help those people who are in need. We sent $5000 to this church last 
month to help with repairs and clean up. Please continue to pray for 
those affected by this hurricane. If you would like to donate to this fund, 
mention "Good Samaritan Fund" on your envelope. 
 
Kingdom Workers: Hurricane Ian  We’ve had a number of members 
assist Kingdom Workers with different projects throughout the country. 
Most recently, Duane Schlender went down to Florida for a few weeks 
to help with the damage from Hurricane Ian. He came back and report-
ed there’s still a lot of work to be done. If you have an interest of getting 
involved with this work, you can head here: Kingdom Workers or go to 
kingdomworkers.com, or reach out to Duane directly, and he can get 
you into contact with the right people: 608-385-7761. They’re looking for 
about 25-30 more volunteers between Nov. 27 and Dec. 17. 
 
Ark Encounter and Creation Museum  First Lutheran, La Crescent 
has organized a 4-day bus trip along with Philipps Tours to visit the Ark 
Encounter and Creation Museum in northern Kentucky. The dates are 
Monday, May 22 through Thursday, May 25. Cost per person for double 
occupancy is $640. This price includes all transportation, all lodging, 
admissions to both sites, and 7 meals. Friends and relatives outside 
your congregation are welcome to attend. Click on this link to access 
the registration form.  
 
2023 Offering Envelopes  Please email the office at in-
fo@stpaulsonalaska.org if you currently have envelopes, but would pre-
fer not to have 2023 offering envelopes assigned to you. Thank you for 
your response and your support of the ministry here at St. Paul's. 
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December Worship Schedule at St. Paul’s 
Midweek Advent Worship Services 
The theme of our midweek worship services is Advent Waiting.  We are going to look at several peo-
ple in the Christmas story who were waiting for the coming Messiah.  Zechariah, Mary and Elizabeth, 
and Joseph were all people who were waiting for the Savior.  Their waiting wasn’t always easy, and 
neither is ours.  But our Savior makes it worth the wait.  Please join us this year for our midweek ad-
vent services and soup supper.  
Schedule: Wednesdays - November 30

th
, December 7

th
 and 14

th
  

- Worship at 2pm and 6:30pm  
- Advent Dinner at 5:15pm 

 
Sunday Advent Services 
Advent is necessary to prepare us for Christmas. It enables us to understand the 
true significance of Christmas. For Advent allows us to see that because of what 
Christ did when he came the first time, believers need not fear when he comes 
again. Instead, we yearn for it. Join us for a new series: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Schedule: Sundays - November 27

th
, Dec 4

th
, 11

th
, and 18

th
 @8am, 9:15am 

(contemporary service in the gym) and 10:30am 
Note: there are no Thursday night services during the Advent/Christmas 
season.  Thursday night worship services will continue on January 5th 
 
Christmas Eve Services 
We all have our Christmas traditions.  And for many of us we don’t want those 
traditions to change.  But we forget that the Nativity of the Son of God meant 
radical change for the world.  Nothing would ever be the same.  We even divide 
all of human history into a before and after Christ.   Christ came to change the 
world and we are part of it.  This Christmas Eve, come see how he has changed 
us.  There are invites in the lobby of church so you can invite a friend.  
Schedule: Saturday, December 24

th
 @2pm, 4pm, and 6pm (contemporary)   

 
Christmas Day 
Unlike those Christmas Eve shepherds, we cannot see Christ with our eyes.  But he still dwells among 
us. For he is the Word made flesh. As we listen to the Word today, we truly are hearing the voice of 
Christ.  As we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we partake of his true body and blood. In Word and sacra-
ment, still today, our Savior dwells among us, feeding our faith, preparing us for our true home.  
Schedule: Sunday, December 25

th
 @9am 

 
New Year’s Eve 
Come celebrate with us the final day of 2022.  We will consider God’s faithfulness of the past and his 
promises for the future.   
Schedule: Saturday, December 31

st
 @4pm  (Note the earlier time this year)  

New Year’s Eve service will be different than New Year’s Day  
 
New Year’s Day  
To start the year, we are going to look at Psalm 2 which is a prophecy of the Savior who already came 
for us.  We will consider his power, and wisdom with the theme “A Savior is Born to be the True Son.”  
Schedule: Sundays - January 1

st
 @8am, 9:15am, and 10:30am (There will be no Thursday night 

worship on December 29
th

) 
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This morning my daughter handed me a pickle jar that she couldn’t open. It took a 
couple seconds of struggle and I proudly gave it back to my daughter. It always 
makes a dad feel good when their kids come to them for help, even if it’s for some-
thing as simple and as unimportant as getting the pickles out of a pickle jar. A good 
life lesson is to know when to ask for help. Being the pastor of a large church, I’ve 
found that there are far more people who would be willing to offer help to those in 
need, in comparison to the amount of people who ask for help. I think we can un-
derstand why. In general people don’t want to be a charity case. They don’t want to 
be a burden to others. I understand that. 

But that’s what Christmas is all about. It’s about a God who didn’t ask if we needed 
help. He decided to send it because he knew how helpless we were going to be 
to fix our problem of sin and restore the relationship we had with our God. There 
is something humbling about the picture of a baby born in a stable in Bethlehem 

to a poor family. Our sins were so great, and the consequences so severe that there was nothing we 
could do ourselves to fix our problem of sin. We couldn’t do it, so he would have to. But that’s what a lov-
ing heavenly Father does for his children. He is happy to help and Jesus would do just that. He would 
live a perfect life in our place, take on the punishment of our sin on the cross and defeat death. He did 
what none of us could do. He rescued us from an eternity in hell and restored our relationship with our 
God. Even though it cost the life of his Son, our heavenly Father was happy to help his children with our 
greatest need.  

Thankfully he continues to do that today. We don’t always want to admit when we need help or when we 
are weak, but your heavenly Father is there listening and changing things through our prayers. The silver 
lining to all of our problems is that they always remind us of how weak we are, and how desperately we 
need help from our God (cf. Psalm 50:15).  

This Christmas season always seems to bring about a number of opportunities to help others out. We 
will have our “Giving Tree” in the church lobby sometime soon which is used to help different people in 
need. You may hear about different charities through work or friends. I pray that when we do get the op-
portunity to help others out, it’s not just about doing something that makes us feel good. But let’s see this 
as an opportunity to reflect the same kind of love and kindness and help that our God showed us when 
we were helpless and he saved us. 

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things 

we had done, but because of his mercy.” (Titus 3:4-5)   

Pastor Dan Olson 

Call Decision for Pastor Olson 

Last month Pastor Olson received a call to serve as pastor at Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church and School in 

Marinette, WI. After two weeks of prayer and deliberation, he decided to decline the call and remain here 

at St. Paul's.   
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ST. PAUL’S GROUP BIBLE STUDY & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 

 

The People of Christmas Starts December 4 and 7 
Sundays at 9:20 (Fellowship Hall) & 10:20 am (Grace Room) 
Wednesdays at 9 am in the Fireside Room 
 
During the Advent season, we’ll take a look at some of the familiar 
and maybe lesser familiar Christmas accounts as we marvel at the 
mystery of God keeping his promise to send a Savior. We’ll look at 
people like Zechariah, Mary, and Elizabeth and see how we can 
have their same joy in hearing the news that a Savior has been 
born for us. 
 

Next Starting Point Class 
Starts Monday January 9 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Questions about the Bible? New to the Christian faith? Has it been 
more than five years since you’ve attended Starting Point? Pastor 
Olson will begin a new Starting Point class which covers the main 
teachings of the Bible and gives clear answers to life’s biggest prob-
lems and questions. Atmosphere is relaxed and questions are en-
couraged. If you have any questions, talk to Pastor Krause – 
skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org    
 

Sunday School, Young Teen, and Teen Bible Class Options 
St. Paul’s provides a variety of options for kids on Sunday mornings so that families can come together 
each week, study God’s Word, and apply it to our lives of faith. Below are the different classes – please 
note the different times each class is offered on Sundays: 
 
Sunday School is split by different grade and age levels ranging from pre-K-6

th
 grade.  Each class will 

meet in a different school classroom at 9:15 am 
 
Young Teen and Teens: We invite our 7-12

th
 graders to attend adult Bible study with us on Sundays at 

9:20 am or 10:20 am.  Pastor Krause will continue to lead youth group for high schoolers on select 
Wednesday nights throughout the year.  Let him know if you’d like to get on his text list.   
 
Confirmation Classes: Mr. Gary Baumgarten will lead our public school 6

th
 grade confirmation class on 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm.  Pastors Ehlke and Krause will be teaching our public school 7-8
th
 grade clas-

ses at the same time.   
 
B.I.B.L.E. Classes: Our BIBLE classes for 7-8

th
 grade students and their parents will take place starting 

in January.  More information will be sent to families as the date approaches.  
(Continued on page 5) 

LIVE NATIVITY 
Click on the this link to watch an informational video pertaining to the Live Nativity in Riverside 
Park, La Crosse. 
Click on this link or go to the QR code to the left for more information and to volunteer for 
the Live Nativity. All Congregation nights are Friday, November 25 and Sunday, December 
25. St. Paul's weekend to help staff the Live Nativity is December 10th and 11th. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zv01mUjtWUg1qXgnR1vvRnboAwKMLinf/view
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=535465f5e6&e=c84182dfd3
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Men’s Bible Class 
Saturdays 8:00 am     Location: Kwik Trip (408 Sandlake Rd) 
Facilitator: Steve Loehr    Topic: The Book of John  
Will not meet on December 24 and 31 
 

Women’s Bible Classes 
Mondays at 4:00 pm    Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut   Topic: Names of God & Minor Prophets after Christmas 
Zoom option available (wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org)  
Will not meet on December 26 and January 2 
 
Mondays at 6:30 pm    Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Wendy Schibbelhut   Topic: Philippians 
Will not meet on December 26 and January 2 
 
Tuesdays at 9:00 am    Location: School Basement  
Facilitator: Lois Jenson     Topic: Ezekiel 
Will not meet on December 27 and January 3 
 
Wednesdays at 2:00 pm    Location: Fireside Room (Church Entryway) 
Facilitator: Nicole Wickus/Lori Ehlke  Topic: The Kids of the Bible   
Does not meet in December due to Advent services  
 
Thursdays at 6:30 am    Location: Online Class  
Facilitator: Jan Westerman    Topic: Equip Women to Teach the Word 
email Jan to get the Skype link jkwesterman1@yahoo.com  

(Continued from page 4) 

St. Paul's Employment Opportunity 
 
We are seeking kind, caring individuals to fill a part-time Surround Care position. Responsibilities include 
planning and leading daily activities and maintaining a clean, safe, and inviting environment for students. 
Hours needed will typically be 3:00-6 pm. If you or someone you know has a love for children and serv-
ing their Savior, please contact Lydia Walter admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 783-2552 ext. 233 or our 
school office for more information. 

mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
mailto:admin@stpaulsonalaska.org
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WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meets every other month on the first 
Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall)  Children who are enrolled in Cradle 
Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 6 months until they are 4. Our next 
meeting will be January 5, 2022.  If you are interested we can always use new 

members. 

Women in Christ Book Group meets the second Tuesday of each month, We 

will not be reading a book selection for December, but will be meeting for dinner and 

an evening of Christmas fellowship on Tuesday, December 13 at 6 p.m. at Olive 

Garden. On Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m. we will resume with the selection of 

"The Wish Book Christmas" by Lynn Austin. All women of the congregation are wel-

come to join us. Please come and check us out and join in Christian fellowship 

through reading. 

Given in loving memory of Norma (Luetke) 

Roubik  

For Grateful and Growing Fund 
by: 
Larry and Diane Lindesmith 

JoAnn McLees 

Jim and Geraldine Ely 

Ross and Laura Stelljes 

Frank and Enid Wilhelm 

Rosalind Evans 

David and Grace Stoering  

Dorothy Gartner 

Carol Wappler 

Richard and Debra Nuttelman 

Barbara Dettmering  

Calvin and Melissa Krzebietke 

Mark and Cynthia Wierschke 

Pastor Bill and Connie Bader 

Frederick and Mary Craig 

Matthew and Betty Van Loon 

Chad and Tricia Hackbarth 

Doris Mueller  

Scott May 

David and Ann Jansen 

Stan and Ruth Aufderheide 

Stephen and Cheryl Loehr 

Patricia Loersch 

Kevin and Bonnie Loersch 

James and Marsha Jordan  

Michael and Rachel Spaude 

Jason and Johanna Dollard 

Harold and Lois Kluender 

Robert and Darla Westedt 

Frank and Lois Holper 

Lori Peters 

Jerry and Kristine Schwartz 

Timothy and Gloria Robertus 

Rev. James and Gail Mumm 

Michael and Kathleen Mc Henry 

Bradley and Laura Schaper 

Dorothy Panning 

Joel and Janet Renner 

Scott and Rachel Bartz 

Frederick and Ronda Hackbarth  

Darrel and Ardelle Zillmer  

Clarice Fastenau 

Ken and Nancy Loging and family 

John and Heide Mueller 

 

Given in appreciation of our dedicated pastors: 

Larry and Diane Lindesmith 
Grateful and Growing Fund 

Memorials 
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Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet Wednesday 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center and Sunday 4:00 pm 
here at St. Paul's. Recovery in Christ ministers to those who suffer from various addictions. Call/
text Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time (608.567.3038).  

GRIEF SUPPORT 
If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come to our next Grief 
Support meeting at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Come for com-
fort from God's word, and encouragement from fellow Christians. Con-
tact our Pastors for more info. 

Onalaska Food Basket 
Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped off 
in the totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s current need is for cans of juice. 

Christian Counseling Services Are Available To Our Congregation 
Through Christian Family Solutions, members of our congregation have ac-
cess to confidential counseling services through a program called MAP 
(Member Assistance Program). The counselors are WELS/ELS mental 
health professionals, using secure, online video technology. Short-term 
counseling is available from any private location that has an internet con-

nection and a web cam. Telephone counseling is also available. If you are interested, please talk to one 
of our pastors. 

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see 
the items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on 
how to make a donation. Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website 

and on the menu at the top of the page, click Give and then Wish List.  Master Wish List 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. Click on the link for the 
monthly WELS connection. https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Scrip will be sold on Sunday mornings from 9 to 9:15 am and 10:15 -10:30 am at the 
scrip table near the church office. Please contact Katy Miller with any questions about 
scrip at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.   

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
mailto:kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Grateful and Growing Update - Let’s Build…Thanksgiving 
to our Gracious God! 

 
Whew and Wow! Our four-week pledge appeal has been an awesome and 
humbling whirlwind to witness! Through this effort, $1,680,326.00 has been 
committed toward bridging the gap between building costs and pledges 
received. What an amazing response our St. Paul’s family has made to the 
call of ministry expansion and, ultimately, to the call of sharing the love of 
Jesus with more souls! We thank God for moving the hearts of His people 
in such a generous and devoted way. 
 
In the event, you still wish to pledge, you can do so HERE. 
 
This week, our Council and members from the Grateful and Growing Task-
force and our Building Team met to discuss what recommendations should 
be brought to the congregation regarding our next steps. They considered 
a new opportunity with the WELS Church Extension Fund which brings 
down the cost of financing to a much lower level. After lengthy discussion, 
it was clear to the Council that we should move forward with the building 
project. 
 
An open forum is scheduled for Sunday, December 4 at 11:30 am. 
 
A voters meeting will be held at noon on December 4 to vote on pro-
ceeding forward with building the expansion. We hope to see you there 
and pray for the Lord’s blessing. 
The words of Jeremiah 17:7 have been our battle cry through this pledge 
appeal and they will continue to serve us as we plan for the future of St. 
Paul’s ministry. To God be the Glory forever and ever! 
 
Jeremiah 17:7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose 
confidence is in him.”  

December 

1. 1 Corinthians 5, 6  

2. 1 Cor. 7  

3. 1 Cor. 8, 9  

4. 1 Cor. 10:1-11:1  

5. 1 Cor. 11:2-34  

6. 1 Cor. 12  

7. 1 Cor. 13  

8. 1 Cor. 14  

9. 1 Cor. 15:1-34  

10. 1 Cor. 15:35-58  

11. 1 Cor. 16  

12. Psalm 30  

13. Ps. 31  

14. Ps. 32  

15. Ps. 33  

16. Ps. 34  

17. Ps. 35  

18. Ps. 36  

19. Ps. 37:1-20  

20. Ps. 37:21-40  

21. Ps. 38  

22. Ps. 39  

23. Ps. 40:1-10  

24. Ps. 40:11-17  

25. Ps. 41  

26. 2 Cor. 1:1-11  

27. 2 Cor. 1:12-22  

28. 2 Cor. 1:23-2:17  

29. 2 Cor. 3:1-4:6  

30. 2 Cor. 4:7-5:10  

31. 2 Cor. 5:11-6:10 

https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=3570912cd7&e=8e2ffa8777
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Register Now! 
 

2023 WELS Coulee Women’s Retreat 

April 22, 2023 

Luther High School 

Onalaska, WI 

Speakers from Christian Family Solutions, Institutional 

Ministries, Young Living and Holy Hen House. Our 

Keynote is Susan L. Fink, author of Self-Care: Selfish 

or Sacred? An Interactive Guide to Myths and 

Misunderstandings. 

Registration forms and itinerary are available 

at www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat. 

Cost: $50 by February 28, 2023; $55 by March 25, 2023; 

$60 after March 25, 2023 

http://www.facebook.com/WCWRetreat.
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St. Paul's Lutheran School 
 

ST. PAUL’S TO CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Next school year marks a milestone of God’s grace – St. Paul’s Lu-
theran School enters its 50th year! We are looking to form an Ad Hoc 
Committee to develop and implement plans for our celebration. The 
Ad Hoc Committee will begin meeting in January with the goal of pre-
paring a plan to present to the Board of Education at its April 4, 2023 
meeting. If you are interested in serving on this Ad Hoc Committee, 
please contact Mr. Bain (bbain@stpaulsonalaska.org). 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM In preparation for St. 
Paul’s to enter the Special Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP) for 
2023-2024, the Student Services ad Hoc Committee is working on a 
number of items: 1) our School Profile, 2) referral forms, 3) a service 
plan template, and several other procedural documents.  As indicated at the Vot-
ers Meeting, St. Paul’s will target serving current St. Paul’s students only as we 
dip our toes into this program.  The Student Services ad Hoc Committee will be 
developing communications to send to parents of current St. Paul’s students who 
may qualify for the SNSP.  We look forward to seeing how God blesses our ef-

forts to faithfully serve these students with new resources. 
 
ACTIVITIES As of this writing, the basketball season has started.  There are 55 athletes: 13 for B 
Girls, 15 for B Boys, 10 for A Girls, and 17 for A Boys.  After one or two games, three St. Paul’s 
Panthers teams are undefeated (161 points for, 104 points against).  Please visit our website and 
look for “Activities” to find game schedules and to see results. 

 
Great Things Happening at St. Paul’s St. Paul’s Parent-Teacher Or-
ganization hosted a school dance on Friday, November 3.  The theme 
was “Let Your Light Shine,” and participants were encouraged to wear 
neon.  It was a great time! 
 
For quite some time, St. Paul’s students have made Christmas orna-
ments for the tree at Merchants Bank.  Our Panther Teams (groups of 
students from a variety of grades) made ornaments again this year.  The 
ornaments will be on display after Thanksgiving until Christmas.  Feel 
free to stop by Merchants Bank to get a closer look. 
 
The principals’ association of the La Crosse Area Lutheran Schools has 
hosted Fall and Spring Science and Fine Arts Fairs for many years.  The 

Fall Fair includes vocal performance, arts & crafts, math competitions, spelling bees, and a chess 
tournament.  We’d like to thank ALL St. Paul’s participants for using their God-given talents to His 
glory.  Listed below are those who received ribbons. 
 
Arts & Crafts: (Gr. 5) Brooklyn B., Jocelyn B., Sierra K., Megan M., Jillian P., Johanna R., Makayla 
W., (Gr. 6) Hannah L., Hannah O., Landon V., Ashley W., (Gr. 7) Mikayla C., Lucas D., & Vanessa 
M. 
Math: (Gr. 6) Hannah O., (Gr. 7) Carsyn K., Natalie H., & (Gr. 8) Kaitlyn V. 
Spelling: (Gr. 5) Savannah L. 
Vocals: (Gr. 5): Brooklyn B., Savannah L., Avi R., Timothy M., Navianna D., Makayla W., (Gr. 6) 
Natalie D., & Hannah L. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

Grade Enrollment 

K3 15 

K4 24 

K 19 

1 23 

2 24 

3 26 

4 15 

5 27 

6 21 

7 22 

8 29 

Total 245 
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St. Paul’s Robotics teams participated in their first tournament of the season on November 5.  One team 
earned both the Teamwork Challenge and the Excellence Award.  Another team won the Design Award.  
Yet another team tied for first place in the Skills Competition.  In all, three of our four teams earned an 
invitation to the State Tournament in Green Bay in March. 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 10) 


