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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 
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Worship Times 
 

Below are the different worship opportunities 
over the next month. We are asking people who attend in-
person to sign-up so we can plan accordingly. You can do 
so by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org or 

calling the church office. 
 
Weekend Worship Times through December 

Saturdays at 5 pm (no Saturday worship on December 26) 

Sundays at 8, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am 

There will be no Thursday worship services during December. 
Sunday 8 am will continue to be livestreamed. 

  

Wednesday Advent Worship Times 

December 2, 9, and 16 at 2:00 pm and 6:30 pm 

The 2:00 pm Advent service will be livestreamed 

  

Christmas Eve Worship Times 

1:00, 2:30, 4:00 Song Service led by organ 

5:30 & 7:00 pm Candlelight Service led by guitar  

The 1:00 and 5:30 pm service will be livestreamed 

 

Christmas Day Worship Times 

9:00 and 10:30 am 

The 9:00 am service will be livestreamed 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship  

6:30 pm  

Will be livestreamed 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Devotion 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men 
on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14)  

Dear friends, 

It happens sometimes with words and songs that we know so 
well. We forget what the song is about.  On the night our Sav-
ior was born the angels were praising God before his throne 
while their chorus rang out through the hills of Bethlehem. 
They had been waiting for these events to unfold since the 
time God announced his plan to a fallen world that He would 
send a Savior into the world. Finally, after some 4,000 years 
the promises were being fulfilled. There was no stopping them 
from bursting into songs of glory to God for his amazing grace 
being poured out on a lost world through the birth of Jesus—
the eternal Son of God wrapped in swaddling clothes! These 
angels are the same messengers God sends our way day after 
day to guard and keep us safe from harm and danger. The 
very idea that these holy angels are this excited about our sal-
vation sends goose bumps up and down one’s spine. 

As for the difference the birth of Jesus makes in our day to day 
life, we are told only that there is “peace on earth.” ... But there is no peace on earth among nations. 
There isn’t even peace on earth in households. Because of Christ’s birth, the earth has an opportuni-
ty to enjoy a different kind of peace. Peace is a fruit of the Spirit that God offers to all people through 
the birth of Christ. It is a by product of faith in Christ. There are some who prefer the King James Ver-
sion translation of this verse which talks about “good will toward men.” God’s “good will” was poured 
out on all people when Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Jesus was born to give peace to every person 
of every culture of every age of human history. God’s favor rests on mankind for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. 

This article isn’t really about a familiar song sung by angels to announce our Savior’s birth. This is 
really about forgetting what Christmas is about.  There are some people who may not gather with 
friends and family because of Covid-19.  There are some people who are for the first time celebrating 
Christmas without a loved one.  There will be a lot of people over Christmas saying things like, “This 
doesn’t feel like Christmas”.   That’s when we have to go back and think again about the real mean-
ing of Christmas.   

Make an effort this year to remember again the “golden oldies” that you learned when you were a 
child. Read Luke 2 to your family this year. See if you can still recite it from memory. Sing the songs 
that tell of Jesus’ birth and all that his birth means for us. Talk about Jesus this Christmas. When you 
are alone, think about that manger scene that might be set up somewhere 
in your home. The simple beginnings of our Savior’s life on earth set in mo-
tion a solitary plan with which God intended to touch the lives of every 
man. Like Mary, “treasure up all these things and ponder them in your 
heart.” And in joyful awe, marvel at the way God brought that message to 
you and planted it in your heart. 

This is a great time of the year. We have a lot of opportunities to review 
what God did for us when he came in the flesh on Christmas Day. Make 
the most of those opportunities. Maybe we could even join the choir of an-
gels and sing: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace” ... for me! 

Pastor Dan Olson 
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Check out stpaulsonalaska.org for different  
Bible class options. 

 
Pastor Olson's Starting Point Class  

In-person Mondays at 6:30 pm 
 

Pastor Krause's Zoom Bible Class  
Thursdays at 6:30 pm 

 
Zoom & In-Person Women's Bible Class  

Mondays at 4 pm 
 

Zoom Women's Bible Class  
Thursdays at 6:30 am 

 
In-Person Men's Bible Class  

Saturday's at 8:00 am (meets at Kwik Trip on Sand Lake Rd)  
 

The Wednesday evening virtual study on the book of 
Ephesians is going to meet through the month of  

December on Thursday nights. The group wanted to 
make an effort to finish the book before the New Year. 

So, in effect, that means class on  
December 3, 10, and 17 at 6:30pm.  

December 

1. John 17:1-5 

2. Jn. 17:6-19 

3. Jn. 17:20-26 

4. Jn. 18:1-27 

5. Jn. 18:28-19:16 

6. Jn. 19:17-37 

7. Jn. 19:38-20:10 

8. Jn. 20:11-31 

9. Jn. 21:1-14 

10. Jn. 21:15-25 

11. Isaiah 1 

12. Is. 2, 3, 4 

13. Is. 5 

14. Is. 6 

15. Is. 7:1-8:15 

16. Is. 8:16-10:4 

17. Is. 10:5-34 

18. Is. 11, 12 

19. Is. 13:1-14:23 

20. Is. 14:24-16:14 

21. Is. 17, 18, 19 

22. Is. 20:1-22:14 

23. Is. 22:15-23:18 

24. Is. 24, 25 

25. Is. 26, 27 

26. Is. 28 

27. Is. 29:1-30:17 

28. Is. 30:18-32:20 

29. Is. 33, 34, 35 

30. Is. 36, 37 

31. Is. 38, 39 

Musicians for the  
Christmas Season  

 
We'd love to get many of you 
involved in the music at St. 
Paul's during the month of 
December! We are looking for 
musicians, both vocal and in-
strumental, for every service, 

and we're hoping to put together a small choir for our Christ-
mas Eve services. If you'd be willing to serve in this way, 
please fill out the survey attached here. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut at   
wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org. Thanks so much!  

stpaulsonalaska.org
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=3f77fbbad7&e=8e2ffa8777
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org


4 

Remembering Our Home-bound 
 
 
ONALASKA CARE CENTER     EAGLE CREST SOUTH 
783-4681       790-8188 
Eunice Johnson #211-2     Ron Petitt, #100 
Jessie Fredricksen, #105     622 Bennora Lee Ct., La Crosse, 54601 
1600 Main St., Onalaska, 54650 
 
REGENT MANOR      BLUFFVIEW MEMORY CARE 
786-0168        526-5864 
Nancy Johnson         Marcy Horman 
856 E. Garland, West Salem, 54669   2101 Bluffview Ct, Holmen, 54636 
 
ROLLING HILLS      HILLVIEW TERRACE 
269-8800       788-1401 
Janice Neuverth      Dorothy Stuhr #216 
14345 County Hwy. B, Sparta, 54656   3503 Park Lane Dr., La Crosse 54601 
 
MULDER HEALTH CARE     HILLVIEW 
786-1600       789-4800 
Florence Spors #302,     Herb French #413 
Darlene Johnson #213-2     3501 Park Lane Dr., La Crosse 
713 N. Leonard St., West Salem, 54669 
 
CARROLL HEIGHTS     GARDEN TERRACE AT LAKEVIEW 
796-1843       769-9296 
Wilma Sadowski, #208     Darlene Zemple 
3503 Park Lane Dr., La Crosse    962 Garland St. E, West Salem, 54669 
 
EAGLE CREST NORTH     LAUREL MANOR 
779-1884       397-4704 
June Sheets, #141      Myra Johnson 
351 Mason St., Onalaska     108 17

th
 Ave S, Onalaska 

 
 
Chester Anderson  861 Critter Ct. #309, Onalaska, 54650   793-5309 

Audrey Duerwachter 120 16
th
 Ave. S., Onalaska, 54650   783-3638 

Mary Germann  N5410 Abbey Rd., Onalaska, 54650   769-2658 

June Gildermeister  907 6
th
 Ave. N, Onalaska, 54650     783-6891 

Linda Todd   907 6
th
 Ave. N, Onalaska, 54650     783-6891 

Roger Knudtson  505 Flint St., Onalaska 54650    451-2039 

Darlene Lietz   1320 Pinecrest Ln. Apt. #12, Onalaska 54650  797-0100 

Martha Miller   322 13
th
 Ct. Apt. #101, Onalaska, 54650    783-1157 

Dale and Vicki Ritter 34506 Pleasant Point Dr., Winona, MN   715-523-2489 

Patricia Salvage  321 13
th
 Ave S Apt. #19, Onalaska, 54650  498-5252 

Donna Vaaler  W8135 County Rd. ZB, Onalaska, 54650  781-5832 

 
During this holy season, please remember your fellow believers with cards, letters, gifts, 

and especially visits where possible! 
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Memorials Given in loving memory of  
Phyllis Johnson: 

 
James and Mary Rohe 
Undesignated Memorial 

Thank you for your help in  
sharing the joy of our Savior’s 

birth! 
 

If you would like to help with this  
project but you do not feel  

comfortable coming into church 
and choosing an ornament,  

you may purchase a gift card  
and drop it in the box at  

church in the narthex during  
regular business hours. Please 
do not take them to the office.  

We are requesting gift cards for 
grocery stores and Walmart.  

 
You may also purchase gift cards 

through SCRIP.  
Just contact Katy Miller at  

kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

 

St. Paul’s Gift 
Card Giving Tree 

This Christmas season we  
will be helping families  
celebrate Christmas,  

and provide needed assistance  
throughout the year. 

If you would like to help: 
 

1.Pick an ornament from the tree. 

2.Purchase the gift card. 

3.Return to church and place in the box provided. 

4.Return the cards on or before : 

 
Sunday, December 20th 

 
If purchasing gift cards, don’t forget SCRIP 

 at Luther and St. Paul’s 
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Offerings 
Offering Envelopes 
Offering envelopes have arrived and will be put out in the entryway in a week or so. If you’re interest-
ed in online giving, you can head here: https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give  
 
Special Gifts  
We thank the Lord for the regular gospel-motivated offerings that people 
give to support the work we do together as a group of believers.  At this time 
of year, people often ask about giving a special gift to a specific area of min-
istry. If that applies to you, a few areas of our ministry that could benefit 
from a special gift would be our newly established Capital Improvement/
Building Fund, Debt Reduction for the current mortgage we have, and also 
to Missions (our church body) and Luther High School. 
 
IRA Charitable Distributions 
As people are planning their giving for 2021, there has generally been a tax advantage to be aware 
of if you are over 70 ½ and need to take a required distribution from an IRA. People (70.5 years or 
older) are able to designate distributions from their IRA (up to $100,000 per year) for a non-profit, 
and that distribution is tax deductible for the individual. This could apply to special gifts or the regular 
offerings you give. For more information on that, ask your financial adviser or head here: https://
wels.net/giving/ministry-of-christian-giving/ira-charitable-distributions. Please note Required Minimum 
Distributions (RMDs) were suspended for 2020 but will likely apply to 2021. 
 

 
Building Meetings 

Thanks to those who attended one of the building presenta-
tions.  For those who missed, we are working on a building 
presentation video that will give you details about the work 
done so far as well as an opportunity to respond.  We would 
like feedback on the plans, and so we ask that you complete a 
congregation response sheet.  Both the video and the congre-
gation response sheet will be placed on our website 
www.stpaulsonalaska.org.  If you’d like a paper copy of either 
the informational booklet or the response sheet, please call the 
church office.   

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 2
nd

 Tuesday of each 
month in the Fireside area of church at 6:30 pm.  Because of Covid 
we will not be meeting in December.  Up coming books will be “If I 
Were You” by Lynn Austin for January and “Winter Garden” by Kristin 
Hannah for February. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meets every other month on the 
first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship hall) Children who are en-
rolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 6 
months until they are 4.  The quiet bags are not in use as of now due to 
the pandemic. Our next meeting will be on January 7

th
. 

https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
https://wels.net/giving/ministry-of-christian-giving/ira-charitable-distributions
https://wels.net/giving/ministry-of-christian-giving/ira-charitable-distributions
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org
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Live Nativity in Riverside Park  
 

In order to ensure our continued ability to be allowed to operate the 
Live Nativity portion of the Rotary Lights we need to follow the 
County Health Guidelines. Masks will be worn in the warming 
trailer, except when eating or drinking. During your active shift, we 
suggest pinning up a scarf from your clothing in the style of the times 
of Jesus, as you would if there were a sandstorm. Thank you for 
helping us be able to continue spreading God’s Word at Riverside! 

Available Roles 
Joseph & Mary (2 of each) (HIGH SCHOOL AGE or OLDER) ****Must 

be from the same Household*** -Sit with baby Jesus in the stable. 

Tax collectors (2 total) (HIGH SCHOOL AGE or OLDER) -Collect taxes from the Jewish Citizens. 
Record number of people coming through or walking that the Roman Soldiers give to you 

Roman Soldiers (6 total) (HIGH SCHOOL AGE or OLDER) -Welcome people to Bethlehem, give count 
of people in cars to Tax Collector - (How many people in this chariot? 5 citizens to pay taxes to Caesar! 
You may proceed!”) and keep people on the far side of the street. 

Jewish Citizen (4 total) (SEVENTH GRADE or OLDER)-Pay taxes to the tax collector. 

Shepherds (5 total) (FIRST GRADE or OLDER) -Keep watch over the sheep. Tell people the good 
news, “Jesus, the Savior, has been born in Bethlehem. Go see him!” 

Props (ADULT ONLY) -Arrive at the park by 3:30pm and stay until 30 minutes after close doing “behind
-the scenes” work 

Dressing Attendant (ADULT ONLY) -Arrive at ECE center (old St. Paul’s building in between 1st         
Lutheran church and school in La Crosse) by 3:30pm-5:30pm to assist people with finding costumes 
and pinning up scarves to cover masks during their shift so it looks more natural 

Trailer Manager (ADULT ONLY)- Arrive at the warming trailer at 4pm. List of responsibilities will be 
posted in the trailer. (beverages, sanitizing, etc) 

***If you become ill, develop symptoms or end up having to quarantine please contact Maria 
Johnson (text/call 608-397-4810) and she will call a replacement from someone on our BACKUP 
character list for that evening.*** 
 
New Information 
Due to limited numbers, please sign-up ONLY if you can be there the WHOLE EVENING. Thank you! 

1.Get costumes and change between 4:00 and 5:00 PM at First Lutheran's new childhood ministries 
building (the former St. Paul's Lutheran Church) next to the school on West Avenue 

2.There is NO BUSSING -Parking is available in the CenturyTel Parking Lot. Please aim to arrive at the 
park by 4:50 PM. 

3.Only drinks available in warming trailer. (water, coffee, hot chocolate, 
apple cider) Please bring your own supper/treats/etc. 

4.Food Attendant will be replaced by a Trailer Manager. (list of respon-
sibilities posted in trailer including, but not limited to, prepping warm 
beverages before the evening starts, sanitizing in between shifts, and 
making sure costumes are collected in the provided bag at the end of 
the night if the person is not returning the next evening.) 

We will need BACKUP people for each role. If the role you want is filled you can either check other 
nights or sign-up to be “on call” if someone who signed up gets sick or has symptoms. (leave phone# 
upon sign-up) 

Signup Link 
December 5th and 6th  

December 12th and 13th  

December 19th and 20th  

December 25th 

http://www.slyreply.com/app/sheets/fag42thkjag1/
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Wish List 

If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see the 

items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on how to 

make a donation. Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the 

menu at the top of the page, click Give and then Wish List. Master Wish List 

Help for our Seniors 

One great way that we can respect our elders is by taking care of their needs (yardwork, gro-

cery shopping, cleaning, etc.). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear 

for our seniors who are a higher health risk gives the rest of our congregation an opportunity to 

serve them. If you are a senior in our congregation in need of any type of help, please let us 

know. Also, if you are a person in our church willing to help our seniors, please let us know. 

Contact the church office (info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).  

WELS Connection 

Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 

Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 

https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Seeking Part-Time Custodian 

St. Paul’s has an immediate opening for a part-time custodian to help with cleaning and other custo-
dial duties. Hours may vary, depending on the season and need of the school. Scheduling is flexible 
and especially needed for after school 3:30-6:30 pm Monday through Friday. Interested applicants 
may contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter at 608-783-2552, ext. 233 for more information. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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Armor Our Knights 

Friday, November 13 YOUR Luther High School was blessed to raise $15,000 for our tuition assis-

tance fund. This amount was matched dollar for dollar resulting in $30,000 total for tuition assis-

tance! It was so amazing to see God’s people support the mission of Luther High School. Thank you 

to everyone who contributed during this special one-day outpouring of love for the students and fam-

ilies of Luther. We ask that you continue to pray for the faculty, staff, students, and families of Luther 

High School as we move through these challenging times. As we continue forward, we do it knowing 

we are anchored by a Savior who continues to bless his children each and every day.  

 

PURCHASING SCRIP 

If you'll be purchasing scrip cards in the near future we wanted you to be aware of the following: 

 Due to the uncertainty of some retail stores in our area some scrip cards listed on our order form 

may not be in stock. It may be necessary to special order them. 

 Contact Peggy Berg, scrip coordinator, at bergpegg@luther.k12.wi.us to special order cards. 

 For a list of available cards please visit www.shopwithscrip.com. 

 

Big Knight  

Postponed until April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Steward 
Good Steward has a number of volunteer opportunities. We want you! Cur-

rently, we are looking for dishwashers, someone to clean and price pictures 

and frames, hang and tag men's clothing, price and display curtain rods, and 

we could always use some help at the backdoor taking donations. Please 

consider donating your time to help us support our Luther High School and 

LESs. Contact Lisa Wendt at Good Steward, (608) 779-9763 for more infor-

mation or to volunteer. 

mailto:bergpegg@luther.k12.wi.us
http://www.shopwithscrip.com
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School News 
 

SERENDIPITY – A HAPPY ACCIDENT 

I think I was in sixth grade when my Lutheran 

elementary school, Martin Luther, hosted a 

book sale from Northwestern Publishing 

House.  I do not remember why I felt this way, 

but I do remember really wanting to get a 

softcover Serendipity Bible for Study Groups 

(see cover image).  It had columns of questions 

for group discussion along the margins of every 

section of Scripture.  As a sixth grader, I do not 

remember ever having a group with whom I 

wanted to study Scripture.  The Bible was 

used, to be sure, but I really made little use of 

the study group questions. 

 

Recently, one of my daughters grabbed my old Serendipity Bible for Study 

Groups off the shelf, and she really became interested in the study ques-

tions.  She asked if we could use it for our family worship after dinner.  I 

thought that sounded like a great idea.  Ruby got to pick our first book to study, and she chose Phi-

lippians. Next was 1, 2, & 3 John.  Then James.  After that, we made a switch to the Old Testament 

and studied Judges, and now we are in the book of Esther.  Some questions from the margins have 

generated some great discussion among our family. 

 

The word serendipity is defined “the occurrence and development of events by chance in a happy or 

beneficial way.”  In some ways, our family’s beginning to use this Bible was an unplanned event with 

beneficial results.  I also see the hand of our God in it.  Why did I want this Bible so many years 

ago?  It certainly seems reasonable that God knew it would be a benefit for my future family as we 

gather together around His Word. 

 

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And 

that is what we are!”  1 John 3:1 

 

TEMPORARY SCHOOL CLOSURE DUE TO PANDEMIC 

A number of our staff became symptomatic and were tested for COVID-19 the first weekend in No-

vember.  The number of people impacted made it very difficult to provide enough staff to support in-

person instruction.  As a result, school shifted to virtual instruction only until December 4, 2020. 

 

Please continue to pray for our teachers, staff, and school families.  The uncertainty of the situation, 

fear of the virus, financial instability, and wide-ranging differences of opinion are driving significant 

amounts of stress for everyone.  Pray that God lifts their spirits and identify reasons for joy and 

thankfulness.  If you are so moved, send words of encouragement to them as well.   

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES REMAIN ON HOLD 

The athletic directors of our La Crosse Area Lutheran Schools continue to meet regularly to evaluate 

the situation and consider ways to provide athletic opportunities for our students.  Maintaining in-

person instruction is our priority, so what we do with athletics needs to consider how participation 

could impact in-person learning.  Pandemic-friendly alternative extracurricular activities are being 

considered, as time and resources permit. 

 

GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

What kind of dwellings did Native Americans build?  These students made longhouses, teepees,  

hogans, and adobe dwellings as they learned more about the lives of various Native American 

tribes.  

 

(Continued from page 10) 


