
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
1201 Main Street, Onalaska 

608.783.2552 stpaulsonalaska.org 
 

December 24, 2020 
 

 



 
A Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

 
 
GREETING  
 
OPENING HYMN: CW 55       “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 
Only begotten Son of God the Father. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n, 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

Oh, come, let us adore him, oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  
 
INVOCATION 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION AND PRAYER 

P: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear again the message of 
the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a manger. 

 Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy child. 



 But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know the good 
news of Jesus Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us pray for the people of 
this place and for all those in our own congregation. 

 And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the 
cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the lonely and the unloved, 
and the elderly and the little children. We especially remember all those who do not know the 
Lord Jesus, those who do not love him, and those who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 

 Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in greater 
light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
who died in faith, and who live before the throne of God and praise him each day in his temple. 
We confess that we are united with them as we are united with one another. 

 To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us. 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-15  
The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to 
the man, “Where are you?” 

10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 
you not to eat from?” 

12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 
    and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 



15 And I will put enmity 
    between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
 
 
SONG: “How Many Kings” 

Follow the star to a place unexpected 
Would you believe, after all we've projected 

A child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all 

Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in his mother's shawl 
Just a child 

Is this who we've waited for? 
 

'Cause how many kings step down from their thrones 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 

How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 

To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 

 
Bringing our gifts for the newborn Savior 
All that we have, whether costly or meek 

Because we believe. 
Gold for his honor, and frankincense for his pleasure 

And myrrh for the cross He will suffer 
Do you believe? 

Is this who we've waited for? 
 

How many kings step down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 

How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 

To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 

Only one did that for me. 
 

How many kings step down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 

How many greats have become the least? 
How many gods have poured out their hearts 

To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 

Only one did that for me, 
All for me, all for you. 

 



SECOND LESSON: Isaiah 9:2,6,7  
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light. 
 
2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
 

6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the LORD Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 
 
 
HYMN: CW 23                                                                                                  “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel” 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

 
O come, Thou, Dayspring from on high 

And cause Thy light on us to rise. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O come, true prophet of the Lord 
And turn the key to heaven’s door 
Be Thou our comforter and guide 
And lead us to the Father’s side. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel Shall by His word our darkness dispel. 

 
 



O come, our great High Priest, and intercede 
Thy sacrifice, our only plea. 

Thy judgment we no longer fear 
Thy precious blood has brought us near. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel has banished every fear of hell. 

 
O Come, Thou King of nations bring 

An end to all our suffering; 
Bid every pain and sorrow cease 

And reign now as our Prince of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come again with us to dwell. 
 
 
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9  
A Branch from the stem of Jesse. 
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 



HYMN: CW 47, verses 1-2        “ Behold a Branch is Growing” 
 

Behold, a Branch is growing  
Of loveliest form and grace, 

As prophets sang, foreknowing;  
It springs from Jesse’s race 
And bears one little flow’r  
In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 

 
Isaiah had foretold it  

In words of promise sure, 
And Mary’s arms enfold it,  

A virgin meek and pure. 
Through God’s eternal will  

This child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still. 

 
 
FOURTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-35,38  
The angel Gabriel visits Mary. 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 
with you.” 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
 
SONG: “God with Us” 

You've come 
To bring peace 

To be love 
To be nearer to us. 

 



You've come 
To bring life 
To be light 

To shine brighter in us. 
Oh, Emmanuel 
God with us. 

 
Our Deliverer 
You are Savior 

In Your presence we find our strength. 
 

Over everything 
Our redemption 

God with us. 
You are God with us. 

 
You've come 
To be hope 

To this world 
For Your honor and name. 

 
You've come 
To take sin 

To bear shame 
And to conquer the grave. 

Oh, Emmanuel 
God with us. 

 
Our Deliverer 
You are Savior 

In Your presence we find our strength. 
 

Over everything 
Our redemption 

God with us. 
You are God with us. 

 
You are here  
You are holy 

We are standing 
In Your glory. 

 
 

You are here 
You are holy 

We are standing 
In Your glory. 

 



You are here 
You are holy 

We are standing 
In Your glory. 

 
You are here 
You are holy 

We are standing 
In Your glory, Lord. 

Our Deliverer 
You are Savior 

In Your presence we find our strength. 
 

Over everything 
Our redemption 

God with us. 
Our Deliverer 
You are Savior 

In Your presence we find our strength. 
 

Over everything 
Our redemption 

God with us. 
You are God with us. 
You are God with us. 
You are God with us. 

 
FIFTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-20  
The birth of Jesus. 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone 
went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was 
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 



14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When 
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

SERMON 
 
HYMN: CW 67               “What Child Is This” 

What child is this who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 
Why lies he in such mean estate 
Where oxen now are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through; 
The cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high; 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The babe, the Son of Mary! 
SIXTH LESSON: John 1:1-14  
The mystery of the incarnation. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God 
in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 



6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning 
that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness 
to the light. 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was 
his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

   
HYMN: CW 60         “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night! Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
PRAYER 
 
P: When all was still, your eternal Word, O Lord, descended from the almighty throne to dwell among 

us. May we receive him in the peace of forgiven hearts and proclaim your gracious goodwill to all 
people on earth, for he is God with us, Emmanuel, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: (spoken) Amen.  

 
 



BLESSING 
 
P: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that 
comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of 
God Almighty—the Father, the Son, † and the Holy Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN: CW 62                      “Joy to the World” 

          Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

       Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

   No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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