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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Our summer worship series is entitled “The Heroes of Faith.” Hebrews 11 provides us with many examples of how
God’s chosen people were blessed by the Holy Spirit with a strong saving faith. Their faith was evident in the way
they lived their lives. During these summer months we’ll be encouraged as we remember that “Faith is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
Moses had a choice. He could remain in the ease and comfort of Pharaoh's house and be influenced by the false
gods the Egyptians worshipped. Or he could live like an Israelite and surround himself with the Lord and his
faithfulness. Our sinful world influences us more than we realize, and this week we'll see how Christ has made us
foreigners and strangers in this world as we long for our home of righteousness.

Heroes of Faith: Moses
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Service of Word and Sacrament
BELLS AND WELCOME

OPENING HYMN: CW 411

“What A Friend We Have in Jesus”

Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
Congregation: (spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
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C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

BAPTISM (Sat.) Jonathan Irving Horman

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that
we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
(spoken) Amen.

C:

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Exodus 2:11-15

Even though Moses was raised as Egyptian royalty, he identified with the Israelites and their plight.
One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard
labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. 12 Looking this way and that and seeing no one,
he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked
the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?”
11

14

The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?”
Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.”
15

When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in
Midian, where he sat down by a well.
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SECOND LESSON:

Exodus 2:1-13, 29-32

After Moses fled Egypt the first time, the Lord called him to return and lead the Israelites out of slavery. These
verses recount the first Passover where God rescued the Israelites from the slavery and led them safely out of Egypt.
The Passover lamb would be a lasting reminder to the Israelites of this rescue but also pointed them ahead to Jesus,
the Lamb of God, who has rescued from the slavery of sin and death.”

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your
year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb[a] for his
family, one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their
nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of
lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males
without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of
the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to
take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made
without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal
organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to
eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it
is the LORD’s Passover.
12

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I

will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where
you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne,
to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh
and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was
not a house without someone dead.

29

31

During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites!
Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 32 Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also
bless me.”
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HYMN: CW 417

“I’m But a Stranger Here”

GOSPEL LESSON:

Matthew 6:19-24

Like Moses, we desire to have a faith which values spiritual treasures more than earthly ones.
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

19

“The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes
are unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that
darkness!

22

24

C:

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

(spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ!
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SERMON HYMN: CW 434, verses 1 and 3

“Lord, You I Love with All My Heart”

Lord, you I love with all my heart;
I pray you ne’er from me depart;
With tender mercies cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share;
Heaven itself were void and bare
If you, Lord, were not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
My trust in you no one could shake.
You are the treasure I have sought;
Your precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ,
My God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust your Word.
Lord, let at last your angels come;
To Abram’s bosom bear me home
That I may die unfearing.
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until your reappearing.
And then from death awaken me
That my own eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, your glorious face,
My Savior and my Fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ,
My prayer attend, my prayer attend
And I will praise you without end.

SERMON LESSON:

Hebrews 11:1-2, 24-28

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients
were commended for.
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be
mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded
disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would
not touch the firstborn of Israel.

24

SERMON
Heroes of Faith: Moses
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STAND

NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are available for your convenience:
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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STAND
LORD’S PRAYER
C:
Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: (singers only)

“My Worth Is Not in What I Own”
My worth is not in what I own
Not in the strength of flesh and bone
But in the costly wounds of love
At the cross.
My worth is not in skill or name
In win or lose, in pride or shame
But in the blood of Christ that flowed
At the cross.
Refrain:

I rejoice in my Redeemer
Greatest Treasure, Wellspring of my soul.
I will trust in Him, no other.
My soul is satisfied in Him alone.
As summer flowers we fade and die,
Fame, youth and beauty hurry by,
But life eternal calls to us
At the cross.
I will not boast in wealth or might
Or human wisdom's fleeting light
But I will boast in knowing Christ
At the cross.
Repeat Refrain
Two wonders here that I confess
My worth and my unworthiness
My value fixed - my ransom paid
At the cross.
Repeat Refrain (two times)

STAND
P:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the
world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who
have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and
holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

(spoken) Amen.
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P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: CW 477

“What is the World to Me”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: August 1, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 Thanks—for the healing of Josh and Alison Wierschke from COVID 19
Pray of Wisdom—for leaders of schools

Church News
St. Paul’s Ministry Update
As we are well into summer and in the midst of different changes due to COVID-19, here’s an update on different
ways we’re helping you stay connected to your Savior and his Word during these summer months, as well as
different things happening within our ministry. If you need anything at all, don’t hesitate to reach out to any of the
pastors.
A Ministry Plan for September-December 2020
What will our gospel ministry look like this fall and early winter at St. Paul’s during these uncertain times of
pandemic? Our pastors have put together a plan which has been approved by our church council. It outlines the
opportunities we’ll have to “let the Word of Christ dwell in (us) richly” (Colossians 3:16) as we cope with COVID19. Please follow this link to learn more:
Ministry Update & Annual Voters’ Meeting:
Our annual voters’ meeting was held last Sunday, July 26. Go to these links to view the pastors’ report and
treasurer’s report.
On the weekend of August 9, we’ll be providing in our worship services a ministry update as well. Included in that
we hope to present some plans for the Fall when it comes to worship, Bible study, and Sunday School.
Thank You!
We have been blessed by dozens of individuals who have helped in a wide variety of ways at St. Paul’s during the
last few months of changes. Thank you to all who have served as musicians, singers, ushers, technology people, and
so many other people who are helping us gather around God’s Word.
Worship:
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm (masks are required at
the Saturday service), and Sundays at 8:00 am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so
we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25% capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website:
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www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how many people have signed up for the service. The 8:00
am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have plenty of room.
Online Worship Options:
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.
Facebook Devotions:
The pastors continue to do Facebook devotions Monday-Friday. If you don’t have Facebook, you should still be able
to access them by visiting our website.
Bible Class:
Our Wednesday 6:30 pm Zoom Bible studies will continue throughout the summer. You can email Pastor Ehlke if
you’d like to get the zoom link: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Stay-up-to-date:
We’ve been mainly staying in contact with our members with our weekly news and the Sunday news and notes
section of the worship folder that’s found online. Email lpeters@stpaulsonalaska.org if you’d like to sign-up to
receive the weekly e-news.
If you don’t have internet access (or know someone who doesn’t) and would like to receive a weekly copy of the
weekly news, please contact the church office: 783-2552.
Paskes arrival:
Help us welcome our new 8th grade teacher, Corey Paske, and his wife Erin (who will be teaching at Christ-St.
John’s). A card box will be available in the entryway at church. Installation is currently planned for August 16.
School Update:
Our principal and school leaders have been discussing the next school year and have met with other school leaders
in the area. We will be making families aware of our plans as they are made over the next few weeks.

CARING CHRISTIANS- MENTAL HEALTH
Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, August 3 at 6:30 pm. The topic
will be: Forgiveness.

GRIEF SUPPORT
Grief Support group will meet Tuesday, August 4 at 7:00 pm at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. If you, or
someone you know is grieving, please come for comfort from God's word and encouragement from fellow
Christians. Our topic for discussion will be "The 'Journey' of Grief."
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FACE MASKS MANDATE
This last week Governor Evers announced that masks will be mandatory in public places, including places
of worship. While we understand this topic is highly emotional, as followers of Christ, we look to guidance
from the Word of God. As we live in God’s grace and mercy in Jesus, we are called not to insist on my
rights but what is beneficial for the body of Christ and our neighbor (1 Corinthians 10:23-24). Scripture
also makes it clear that we should submit to our governing authorities unless told to sin against God’s will
(Romans 13:1-3, Acts 5:29). Therefore, as of this weekend, we do plan to follow Governor Evers’
mandate in our public worship services. There are a few exceptions to this mandate that apply specifically
to us: 1) those who have a medical condition that prevents someone from being able to wear mask and 2)
those leading public worship services. The pastors will plan on wearing masks before and after worship,
as well as during the distribution of Communion.
What a great time for us to let the love of Christ show itself in our words and actions. While a number of
us may not agree with this mandate, consider how you can let the love of Christ still show itself. The
Apostle Paul wrote: “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things” (Philippians 3:8). Rejoice that you already have the
most important thing – you know your Savior Jesus Christ – and let his love flow as you live your faith.

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE
A member of our congregation has generously donate face masks for those in need. They are free of charge and may
be picked up in the hallway outside the church/school office. What a wonderful example of using your time and
talents to be a blessing to others.

NEEDING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE?
Thanks to those of you who have contributed to St. Paul’s needy fund over the last months. At this time we have
ample funds available to help our brothers and sisters in need.
If you and your family are struggling financially, please reach out to our office and make known your need. You
have brothers and sisters at St. Paul’s who care about you and have made contributions to help you.

TECH VOLUNTEERS REQUESTED
We're looking for several volunteers who would be willing to help out on our sound board and live stream teams.
Training will be provided! If you would be interested in this, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut at
wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org.

HELP FOR OUR SENIORS
One great way that we can respect our elders is by taking care of their needs (yardwork, grocery shopping, cleaning,
etc). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear for our seniors who are a higher health risk
gives the rest of our congregation an opportunity to serve them. If you are a senior in our congregation in need of
any type of help, please let us know. Also, if you are a person in our church willing to help our seniors, please let us
know. Contact the church office (info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).
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SCRIP ORDERING
If you would like to purchase SCRIP cards you can email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org to place an
order. Orders can be picked up in the Church office Monday through Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm.

FINISH THE WORK VIDEO
“Finish the Work” is part of Luther High’s building project. Check out the “Finish the Work” video update at this
link.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Luther High School is looking to hire an office assistant for the Mission Advancement Office and custodian.
Additional information is available at this link. Please direct all questions to John Byus at byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us
or (608) 783-5435.

FREE
A larger wooden desk is available to anyone who has need for it. Please contact custodian, Brenda Mendell for
more information bmendell@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Mike Murry has a wheel chair ramp if anyone is in need. Mike can be reached at mkmurry@charter.net.

Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $21,673 ($23,004 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $82,378
7/26/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $69,013

PASTORAL CONTACTS:

Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660 skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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