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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Our summer worship series is entitled “The Heroes of Faith.” Hebrews 11 provides us with many examples of how
God’s chosen people were blessed by the Holy Spirit with a strong saving faith. Their faith was evident in the way
they lived their lives. During these summer months we’ll be encouraged as we remember that “Faith is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
Today’s Hero of Faith is Rahab. She was a resident of Jericho before the wall of Jericho came tumbling down. Even
though she had previously lived a sinful lifestyle, she found saving grace in the Lord’s forgiveness of her sin. Even
though she was a non-Israelite Gentile, she had a faith that trusted in God’s power to deliver his people.
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Service of the Word
BELLS AND WELCOME

ENING HYMN: CW 382

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

STAND
Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
Congregation: (spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P:
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
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C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt.

P:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give
you strength to live according to his will.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
P:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

Let us pray. O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us the full
measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become partakers of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: (spoken) Amen.
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BE SEATED

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:

Joshua 2:1-24; 6:20, 22-23, 25

The account of Rahab, a Gentile resident of Jericho who trusted in God’s power to deliver his people.
Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.”
So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.
The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the
king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because
they have come to spy out the whole land.”
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But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know
where they had come from. 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they
went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden
them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road
that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.
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Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the LORD has
given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in
fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out
of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely
destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for
the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.
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“Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown
kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and
sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death.”
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“Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and
faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.”

So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. 16 She
said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until they return,
and then go on your way.”
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Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 18 unless, when we enter
the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you have brought
your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. 19 If any of them go outside your house
into the street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the house
with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on them. 20 But if you tell what we are doing, we will be
released from the oath you made us swear.”
17
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“Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.”

So she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.
When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had searched all along the
road and returned without finding them. 23 Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, forded
the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to them. 24 They said to
Joshua, “The LORD has surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.”
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When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud
shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.

Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all
who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” 23 So the young men who had done the spying went in and
brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They brought out
her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel.
22

25

But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men
Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this day.

GOSPEL LESSON:

Matthew 15:21-28
A Gentile woman shows great faith in Christ’s power to heal and deliver.

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came
to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”
23
Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying
out after us.”
24
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
25
The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
26
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”
27
“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”
28
Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at
that moment.
21

C:

(spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN:

“By Faith”
By faith we see the hand of God in the light of creation's grand design,
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness who walk by faith and not by sight.
By faith our fathers roamed the earth with the power of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God's own hand a place where peace and justice reign.
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Refrain:
We will stand as children of the promise. We will fix our eyes on Him our soul's reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done we'll walk by faith and not by sight.
By faith the prophets saw a day when the longed-for Messiah would appear
With the power to break the chains of sin and death and rise triumphant from the grave.
By faith the church was called to go in the power of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news in every corner of the earth.
Repeat refrain
By faith this mountain shall be moved and the power of the gospel shall prevail
For we know in Christ all things are possible for all who call upon His name.
Repeat refrain

SERMON LESSON:

Hebrews 11:1-2, 31

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients
were commended for.
31
By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.

Heroes of Faith: Rahab

APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day.

C:

We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

P:

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the
devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C:

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them
a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

P:

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime,
and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from
whatever perils may threaten them.

C:

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who are
old and infirm.

P:

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools
upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your
gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

C:

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is
hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to
help and restore.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.
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P:
C:

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord and ask you to hear us. Take all that we
have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.

STAND

LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

P:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your
grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

BLESSING
P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:

(spoken) Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN: CW 379

“Amazing Grace”
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This Week at St. Paul’s: August 23, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 Recovering from surgery—Gary Webb
 Wedding—Glenn Lussky and Carolyn Graham in Mankato (8/22)
 Blessings—on the return to school

Fall Bible Class Options
Thank you to those who filled out the online survey regarding our Fall Bible Class options. Below is a list of the
different classes taking place this Fall. Some classes will be through Zoom and other classes will meet in person. The
ones that meet in-person will practice social distancing. If you plan to attend a class, please sign-up at our website:
www.stpaulsonalaska.org.
Zoom Adult Bible Class Wednesdays at 6:30 pm (starts September 16)
Pastor Krause will be teaching a class on Ephesians. The Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesian congregation is a gem
for spiritual growth and encouragement! In this study we’ll have opportunity to discuss what God says about election,
about salvation by grace apart from works, the unity of the Church, the public ministry, Christian living, marriage and
family life, and the armor of God.
Zoom Adult Bible Class Wednesdays at 8:30 pm (starts September 16)
Pastor Ehlke will be teaching a class on Christian vocation and all the different ways we serve God in our lives. We’ll
be reminded that we serve the Lord not only at church but in every calling that God has placed us in. This class is
open to all but is being offered with parents in mind who may find a class after the kids go to bed to be more
manageable. This class will start around 8 or 8:30 pm depending on what works with people’s schedules and will last
around 45 minutes.
Zoom & In-Person Women’s Bible Class Mondays at 4 pm (resumes September 14)
Wendy Schibbelhut will be teaching a class on 2 Timothy. This class will have both an in-person and zoom option.
In-Person Starting Point Class Mondays at 6:30 pm (starts September 14)
Pastor Olson is going to be starting another session of his Starting Point Class on September 14th at 6:30 pm, inperson, at St. Paul's. We will be covering the fundamentals of Christianity (What does the bible say about: Judgment
day, angels and demons, baptizing infants, close communion, sex, abortion, heaven and hell, how do we know we
are going to heaven?, other denominations, etc). If you know someone who doesn't belong to a church, please invite
them to this class. In fact, offer to take it with them! If you are looking for a review of Christianity, please come. If
you haven't taken a bible study in a while, this would be a blessing to your faith. If you haven't taken a bible study
since you were confirmed in 8th grade, I would strongly recommend this class. If you want to take this class but are
looking for a virtual option please call Pastor Olson. He will gladly do so. Please contact Pastor Olson if you'd like to
take this class so that he can secure a room big enough so that we can be socially distant.
(dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-797-5793).
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Zoom Women’s Bible Class Thursday 6:30 am
The Thursday morning Women’s Bible Class will be studying the Gospel of Mark. If interested, you can contact Jan
Westerman or sign-up with the link above.
In-Person Saturday Men’s Bible Class
The Saturday Men’s Bible Class continues to meet at the Kwik Trip just north of church on Sandlake Rd. If
interested, please contact Steve Loehr or sign-up with the link above.
Classes to Be Determined: a few of our regular women’s Bible classes are still deciding whether to meet and how to
meet. We’ll provide information if these classes end up happening.
Women’s Bible Class Tuesdays at 9 am
Women’s Bible Class Wednesday afternoon

St. Paul’s Ministry Update
Ministry Update & Annual Voters’ Meeting:
Our annual voters’ meeting was held Sunday, July 26. Go to these links to view the pastors’ report and treasurer’s
report.
Worship:
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25%
capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how many
people have signed up for the service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have plenty
of room.
Saturday Night Service change:
Our Saturday 5pm worship service has been a mask required and no singing service. We have brought in other singers
to lead the service. However, since the government mandate requires masks in all services, the church council has
decided to make all 5 worship services the same. The congregation is encouraged to sing in the Saturday night
service, just like the other services. This decision was made after talking with the people who have attended this
service over the past few weeks. This change will take place on August 29th. If you do not feel comfortable sitting
near others who are singing, this Saturday night worship service is very lightly attended and you will be able to find a
spot far from others if you want.
Masks and Love:
A few weeks ago Gov. Evers issued a mask mandate for the State of Wisconsin. The 4th commandment urges us to
honor and respect our governing authorities. Therefore, we will follow that mask mandate in our church for worship
and any other indoor church activities. At the same time, realize that there may be some people either in our church
or other indoor places in our communities who may not be wearing mask for various reasons. There are a number of
exceptions to this mask mandate. If a person is not wearing a mask, don’t ask and don’t judge. There are a number
of reasons that a person may not be able to wear a mask at all or for an extended period of time. If you are a person
who is not able to wear a mask for whatever reason, know that you are welcome in our worship services.
Online Worship Options:
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.
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A Ministry Plan for September-December 2020
What will our gospel ministry look like this fall and early winter at St. Paul’s during these uncertain times of
pandemic? Our pastors have put together a plan which has been approved by our church council. It outlines the
opportunities we’ll have to “let the Word of Christ dwell in (us) richly” (Colossians 3:16) as we cope with COVID19. Please follow this link to learn more:

St. Paul's Lutheran School Update:
Currently, our school plans to open on its regularly scheduled dates offering both in-person and synchronous virtual
instruction. 7th and 8th grades start on Tuesday, August 25. All grades start school on Wednesday, August 26.

Immediate Need for Educational Assistants & Surround Care Support
St. Paul’s Lutheran School is blessed to partner with parents in the Christian education of their children. At this time
we are seeking to expand our staff of classroom educational assistants as well as our Surround Care staff to support
our school operations during the pandemic. Educational assistants would work primarily within a classroom each
school day. We are also looking for Surround Care staff to support our before-school care, which could be as early
as 6 am if parents request.
Requirements
•
Minimum high school diploma
•
Ability to work professionally and proficiently in a dynamic, diversified setting
•
A desire to actively support the mission, vision, and objectives of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School
The positions could range from as little as 10 hours per week (morning Surround Care) to as much as 38 hours per
week (classroom Educational Assistants).
A position description is available upon request. Please contact info@stpaulsonalaska.org or call 608-783-4822 for
information.
Applications are available in the school office. Resumes would be accepted in place of an application. Interviews
will be scheduled as soon as possible, and positions will be filled as qualified individuals apply.
Volunteers Needed
With the opening of school just around the corner, we are striving to provide a safe learning environment for our
students and staff. In order to accomplish this, every morning before they enter the building, each student will have
to have their temperature taken at a screening station. Our goal is to have four screening stations, two by the gym
doors and two by the church entrance. We are in need of an adult volunteer at each station.
Therefore, we are asking you to consider volunteering to be a screener. The screener would have to arrive at 7:15
am. The screening will start at 7:30 and go until approximately 8:15 am. As the routine is established, we hope the
screening times will shorten.
Each screener will be supplied with a face shield (if you wish), a mask, gloves, thermometer, clipboard, and hand
sanitizer. On a clipboard, there will be a list of families that will have completed a self screening app prior to arrival
at school.
The volunteer screener will:
1) take the temperature of the child
2) check off the family’s name for the app. That’s all!
One of our parish nurses will give a presentation on how to screen the students with thermometers on Monday,
August 24 at 6:30 pm.
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More details will be shared as to what to do if there is a missing family form and if a child has a temperature.
If you can spare one day a week or every two weeks, that would be greatly appreciated. To sign up to help, please
click on the Sign-Up Genius link or call the school office at 608.783.2552 ext. 0.
If you have any questions, contact Betty Van Loon – bvanloon@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-7962.
Thank you so much for your consideration. May God bless us all as we begin the start of this unusual school year!

Church News
PRAYER CHAIN

Our prayer chain at St. Paul's is going to be restarted. Every week the prayers spoken in church are sent via email
and additional prayers are added for those who didn't want their prayer spoken publicly in worship. If you'd like to
receive the weekly prayer chain emails, or if you'd like to submit a prayer to the prayer chain please contact Judy
Peterson at prayerchain@stpaulsonalaska.org.

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH

Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Tuesday, September 8 at 6:30 pm. The
topic will be: Dealing with anxiety during the Covid crisis.

RECOVERY IN CHRIST

Recovery in Christ has a small in-person meeting each Sunday 6:00-7:00 pm. Recovery in Christ is a Christian
support group for those overcoming addiction. Masks are required and social distancing is practiced. Please do not
attend if you do not feel well. For more information call Pastor Bill Bader, 608.567.3038.

SANDY HUNDER FUNERAL

Sandra Hunder's funeral will be held at the Roth Family Cremation Center in Viroqua on Friday, August 28th at 11:00
am. Sandy was a member here at St. Paul’s.

“KNIGHTLY NEWS” NEWSLETTER

Luther High School recently started publishing a weekly e-newsletter for our school families. We want to also share
this information with you. Please click on the link for this week’s “Knightly News.
”HIRING PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
St. Paul’s is looking to hire a part-time custodian to help with cleaning and other custodial duties. Hours may vary,
depending on the season and need of the school. We are looking to fill this position before the start of school.
Interested applicants may contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter at 608-783-2552, ext. 233 for more
information.

TECH VOLUNTEERS REQUESTED

We're looking for several volunteers who would be willing to help out on our sound board and live stream teams.
Training will be provided! If you would be interested in this, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut at
wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org.

SCRIP ORDERING

If you would like to purchase SCRIP cards you can email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org to place an
order. Orders can be picked up in the Church office Monday through Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm.
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Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $20,989 ($23,004 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $177,284
8/16/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $161,030

PASTORAL CONTACTS:

Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660 skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
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