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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 

Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

 

 

Hard Truth 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus 

knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching 

opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus 

shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges 

conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. This should not surprise us, 

considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one would expect. When the truth is hard to 

hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth 

is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. 

Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it 

contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 
 

 

Today’s Theme:  

Hard Truths: The First Will Be Last; The Last Will Be First 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Brett Ehlke 

Musicians: Hope Bollinger, Jim DePaolo, Luke Rosenbaum, Wendy Schibbelhut, Garrett Schoch 

 
Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642. 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. “Ten Thousand Reasons” Matt Redman, Jonas Myrin© 2011 Thankyou Music / Atlas Mountain Songs / Worship 
Together Songs / sixsteps Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. “Lord, to You I Make Confession” arr. by Koine. “For the Cause” Keith Getty, Stuart 
Townend, Kristyn Getty. “Hymn of Heaven” Phil Wickham. “Almost Home” Matt Boswell and Matt Papa. . All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
“Almost Home” Matt Boswell and Matt Papa. 

 



3 

Bells and Welcome  

607 Ten Thousand Reasons   CW 607 

 Refrain:  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; 

    worship his holy name. 

Sing like never before, O my soul; 

    I’ll worship your holy name. 

 

 The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning; 

    it’s time to sing your song again. 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me, 

    let me be singing when the evening comes. (Refrain) 

 

 You’re rich in love, and you’re slow to anger. 

    Your name is great, and your heart is kind. 

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing— 

    ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  (Refrain) 

 

 And on that day when my strength is failing, 

    the end draws near, and my time has come; 

still my soul will sing your praise unending— 

    ten thousand years and then forevermore.  (Refrain 2x) 

 

Yes, I will worship your holy name. 

Lord, I’ll worship your holy name. 

 

Invocation 

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

We have come into God’s presence, 

Maker of the heavens and earth. 

He created us to love him 

to serve him as his precious child. 

We have disobeyed and errored, 

thus deserving wrath and anger. 

 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
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Lord, to you I make confession 

I have sinned and gone astray. 

I have multiplied transgression 

Chosen for myself my way. 

Led by you to see my errors, 

Lord, I tremble at your terrors. 

 

“This is the one I esteem; he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word," declares the LORD. 

(Isaiah 66:2) 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and 

do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. 

 

Lord, on you I cast my burden, 

sink it in the depths below 

let me know your gracious pardon 

wash me, make me white as snow. 

Let your Spirit leave me never, 

Make me only yours forever. 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

Amen. 

 

For your Son has suffered for me 

Giv’n himself to rescue me 

Died to save me and restore me, 

Reconciled and set me free, 

Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish 

these dark fears and soothe this anguish. 

Prayer 

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that we may obtain 

what you promise, make us love what you command; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading  Isaiah 66:18–24 

 18“And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the people of all 

nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory. 

 19“I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the nations—to Tarshish, to the 

Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of 

my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20And they will bring all your people, 

from all the nations, to my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and 
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wagons, and on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain 

offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21And I will select some of them also to be 

priests and Levites,” says the LORD. 

 22“As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your 

name and descendants endure. 23From one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all 

mankind will come and bow down before me,” says the LORD. 24“And they will go out and look on the dead 

bodies of those who rebelled against me; the worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them will not 

be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all mankind.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading  Hebrews 12:18–24 

 18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and 

storm; 19to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further 

word be spoken to them, 20because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the 

mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

 22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to 

thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23to the church of the firstborn, whose names are 

written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24to 

Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 

Abel.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message 

Song: For the Cause 
For the cause of Christ the King 
We give our lives, an offering 

'Til all the earth resounds 
With ceaseless praise to the Son. 

 
For the cause of Christ we go 

With joy to reap, with faith to sow 
As many see 

And many put their trust in the Son. 
 

Christ we proclaim 
The Name above every name 

For all creation 
Every nation 

God's salvation through the Son! 
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For the King once lifted high 
To cries of rage, of crucify! 

Endured the cross 
As every sin was laid on the Son. 

 
To the King who conquered death 

To free the poor and the oppressed 
For lasting peace 

For life and liberty in the Son. 
 

Christ we proclaim 
The Name above every name 

For all creation 
Every nation 

God's salvation through the Son! 
 

Let it be my life's refrain 
To live is Christ, to die is gain 

Deny myself, take up my cross 
And follow the Son. 

 
Let it be my life's refrain 

To live is Christ, to die is gain 
Deny myself, take up my cross 

And follow the Son. 
 

Christ we proclaim 
The Name above every name 

For all creation 
Every nation 

God's salvation 
Through the Son! 

 
Christ we proclaim 

The Name above every name 
For all creation 

Every nation 
God's salvation 

Through the Son! 

Sermon Reading  Luke 13:22–30 

 22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone 

asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

 He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to 

enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 

knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

  “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

 26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

 27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 
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 28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the 

prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29People will come from east and west and 

north and south and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are 

last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 

  

Sermon 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

Offering Special Music: “Hymn of Heaven” 
       Sung by singers. 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 

and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Song: Almost Home 

Singers: 
Don’t drop a single anchor 

We’re almost home 
Through every toil and danger 

We’re almost home 
How many pilgrim saints have before us gone? 

No stopping now 
We’re almost home 

Singers and Congregation: 
That promised land is callin’ 

We’re almost home 
And not a tear shall fall then 

We’re almost home 
Make ready now your souls for that kingdom come 

No turning back 
We’re almost home 

Almost home 
We’re almost home 

So press on toward that blessed shore 
O praise the Lord 

We’re almost home 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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This journey ours together 
We’re almost home 

Unto that great forever 
We’re almost home 

What song anew we’ll sing ‘round that happy throne 
Come faint of heart 
We’re almost home 

Almost home 
We’re almost home 

So press on toward that blessed shore 
O praise the Lord 

We’re almost home 

This life is just a vapor 
We’re almost home 

That sun is settin’ yonder 
We’re almost home 

Take courage, for this darkness shall break to dawn 
O lift your eyes 

We’re almost home 

Almost home 
We’re almost home 

So press on toward that blessed shore 
O praise the Lord 

We’re almost home 

We’re almost home 
So press on toward that blessed shore 

O praise the Lord 
We’re almost home. 

 

Announcements 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: August 21, 2022 

 

Prayers 

   Cataract Surgery—Lilian Raabe 

   50th Wedding Anniversary—James and Marsha Jordan (8/26) 

OPEN FORUM AND VOTERS' MEETING RESULTS 

We thank everyone who attended our latest meeting on July 24 as we discussed the challenges of inflation and 

increased costs to the building project. After some discussion, a motion was passed to reopen the Grateful and 

Growing Fund Appeal, placing an emphasis on communication. In the upcoming weeks, various leaders will 

continue to meet and plan how we can communicate the next steps as the fund appeal reopens and how our 

congregation and school families can support these efforts.  

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PLEDGES 

Our Grateful and Growing fund current pledged amount is $2,125,448. Currently our Grateful and Growing account 

balance is $566,711. If you have not yet had the chance to make a pledge, prayerfully consider doing so. The pledge 

form can be found in the church lobby. These pledges will aid the Building Finance Team in their lending option 

efforts. To make giving easy, monthly Grateful and Growing envelopes were provided with this year's 

envelope boxes. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School is offered for children entering preschool through sixth grade next fall. Classes are held from 9:20-

10:10 am. Signs are posted to direct your children to their appropriate classrooms. 

 

Sunday Bible Study 

Summer Bible study is being held at 9:20 am in the Fellowship Hall and 10:20 am in the Grace Room. We are 

studying 1 Corinthians which is a letter that is extremely relevant and applicable to a Christian congregation. In this 

letter, the Apostle Paul addresses all sorts of issues like having a favorite pastor, divisions among Christians, 

Christian freedom and adiaphora, marriage and divorce, the Lord’s Supper, and so many others. We hope you’re 

able to join us and grow closer to your Savior and your church family through God’s Word! 
 

Weekday Bible Studies 

• Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 6:30 pm, led by Wendy Schibbelhut 

• Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am (Online-only) 

Email Jan Westerman if interested and to get the link: jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 

• Men’s Bible Class: Saturdays at 8:00 am at the Kwik Trip north of church (408 Sand Lake Rd), led by Steve Loehr 
 

 

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
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NEW BIBLE STUDY 

The Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Study group started a study of the Gospel of John last Saturday. It’s not too late 

to join them. They meet at 8:00 am on Saturdays at the Kwik Trip on Sand Lake Road, just north from St. Paul’s. 

Enter at the side door on the Sand Lake side of the store. Join us for a good cup of coffee and a great discussion of 

the book of John and how it applies to our lives today. Please call Steve Loehr at 608.792.3464 if you have any 

questions or need additional information. 

MISSION TRIP PRESENTATION 

A number of our church members had the opportunity to go to Idaho to help plant a church. They are going to give 

a presentation on the joys and challenges they faced in their time there, how our synod starts new churches, and 

how we can be a part of this in the future. The presentation will be on Sunday, August 28th during the Bible study 

hour.     

BIBLE STUDY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUME!   

Our normal Bible study and Sunday School start up again in the Fall. There are many options on Sundays and 

throughout the week to stay connected to God’s Word and receive the blessings of studying his Word with fellow 

Christians. We hope each one of you is able to find a study that works for your schedule. Here’s a list of all the 

different options: Bible Study. 

HIGH SCHOOL TEEN GROUP 

High School Teens-Get ready for teen group! Our St. Paul’s teen group is a time to gather with other Christian 

friends your age and enjoy some Christian fun and fellowship. Teen group meetings include Bible study, food, fun 

games and activities, and time to hang out with friends. Mark these dates on your calendars. (There will probably 

be more teen group nights which will be scheduled, but these are the certain dates for the rest of the calendar 

year).  

• Wednesday, August 31, 7-9 pm at St. Paul’s 

• Wednesday, September 21, 7-9 pm 

• Sunday, October 16 WELS Youth Night (This will be a regional event; time and place TBD) 

• Wednesday, November 16, 7-9 pm at St. Paul’s 

• Wednesday, December 14, 7:30 pm (after Advent church)-9:30pm at St. Paul’s (Christmas Party) 

ARE YOU HEADING TO COLLEGE THIS FALL?  

Don’t leave your faith life at home! Sign up with WELS Campus Ministry to get connected with the local campus pastor 

near your school and to receive free copies of Meditations devotions and Forward in Christ magazine. Sign up 

at wels.net/college. Share this with any college students you know! 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Would you be willing to coordinate a fun event for the children of St. Paul's and the Onalaska community? The Board of 

Outreach is looking for a person to coordinate a Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, October 29th or 30th in our church 

parking lot. If you are interested in serving in this manner, please contact Jay White at 407.312.1310 or Pastor Olson. 

THANK YOU 

The Board of Outreach would like to thank the 80 participants and 12 volunteers who joined us in our 2nd annual 

St. Paul's Fun Run/Walk held last Saturday, August 13. A total of $715 was donated to the Kingdom Workers in 

support of the Domestic Abuse Advocacy Program.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/72/72a95c63-f5ff-4579-94e1-07b1e3cb1328/documents/Bible_Study_Promotional_Fall_2022.pdf
https://url6258.wels.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyW7C182HRt1o98aZtLRt23UOZupoK-2BsdXD-2FinoUB5k4GjVg5F8iR-2F-2F-2FyFaAHdvyb5Gq6-2Fz-2FRlritGRHmiOHL4AcSTFY7Oi-2Fclkv80hMLfUI0oVXR7U1Pb3hKWDfI7-2BIdhjN7rbXibWP1dPHy8dn0PIS8iovsrM-2F0-2FNgGnMTDQSuJOAmzU5kEyzMIm-2Bg051Vu2Y4nWyuJjvAxHfs-2F0AZKfKtg-3D5lr7_DB5v35-2BIfunEb1tx30NBm6ljyB0NVH1Y9-2FGM8rGsoKJycUrBpIHWqsSjed58sq8pHKjPf4rzzWa0B-2F9XoF-2FdCLhP8aUCJwxw-2BK8n6yW4hW26ArhzAaYHIIqOXJrxzgnlfDOXCA65iuKiwuGbgZmXJcVlVkwOvgRGHaQSemrw-2BI5rj5PqAMy1G7CVQJhnDqmeJKDaqmB7oWlVo2fri4YDvys6VWEfdKo3-2BuN7ZG2I4Ig-3D
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THANK YOU 

Thank you to all those who helped with the church picnic and outdoor service. It was great having time to worship 

and fellowship with each other. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Looking for new ways to share God’s love through your talents or time? St. Paul’s has several volunteer 

opportunities available for you! Current lists are available in the church lobby.  

WOMEN’S RETREAT AUGUST 27 

Registration for Flourish 2022 is open! The theme is "By Design." More information is available in the church lobby. 

ON-LINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 

Come... join hundreds of your brothers in Christ as we share in Word, song, and fellowship at the Men of His Word 

Conference in Rochester, MN. Conference will be held Saturday, October 16. Register on-line at https://2022-

mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com or mail the "2022 Mail-in Registration Form" with a $50 check by October 

16th. More information can be found on the Rochester tab at the MOHW website: http://menofhisword.org/. 

ROOM USE REQUESTS 

As our church and school grow, and we have more and more events and meetings in our facility, it becomes 

increasingly more important that we work to stay organized. One way that we do that as an organization is through 

our Room Use Request form. If you plan to meet or hold an event in the St. Paul’s facility, we ask that you please 

complete this online form as soon as you plan your meeting/event. This form can be found on our website under the 

“Resources” tab at the top of the Church page, and then scroll down to “Facility and Equipment Use.” If you have any 

questions, please contact the office. 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday Service, 8/25/2022, (6:30 pm): Arthur Klein 

Sunday Services, 8/28/2022:  

(8:00 am) Gary Baumgarten, Keith Buswell, Daniel Ferries, Leland Johnson, Paul Pralle 
(9:15 am) (9:15 am) Dan Leach and Nathan Van Loon 
(10:30 am) Mark Bateman, Andy Schmeling, Rosie Smith, Joe Stallman, Jeff Willer 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

The church and school office is now open Monday through Friday from 7:30 am until 3:30 pm when school is in 

session.  
 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

 

https://2021-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com/
https://2021-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com/
http://menofhisword.org/
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/events/room-use-calendar
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

