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St. Paul’s
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love."

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive
his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s
holy and powerful Word.
Our summer worship series is entitled “The Heroes of Faith.” Hebrews 11 provides us with many examples of how
God’s chosen people were blessed by the Holy Spirit with a strong saving faith. Their faith was evident in the way
they lived their lives. During these summer months we’ll be encouraged as we remember that “Faith is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
What battles are you facing in your life? This weekend we’ll be talking about the walls of Jericho and how the Lord
gave victory to the Israelites despite what seemed to be an insurmountable foe. We’ll be reminded that in Christ
we have real and lasting victory and that we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Heroes of Faith: Faith at the Walls of Jericho

This weekend, we also have the opportunity to install our new teachers here at St. Paul’s:
Corey Paske – 8th Grade
Katie Olson – 3rd Grade
Nicole Krause – 1st Grade
Lori Ehlke – Part Time Art and Science
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BELLS AND WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Exodus 15)

Pastor: The LORD is my strength and my song;
Congregation: He has become my salvation.
P:

He is my God, and I will praise him,

C:

My father’s God, and I will exalt him.

P:

Who is like you—majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?

C:

You stretch out your right hand, and the earth swallows your enemies.

P:

In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed.

C:

In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling.

HYMN:

“The Lord Is my Salvation”
The grace of God has reached for me
And pulled me from the raging sea
And I am safe on this solid ground
The Lord is my salvation.
I will not fear when darkness falls
His strength will help me scale these walls
I'll see the dawn of the rising sun
The Lord is my salvation.
Who is like the Lord our God?
Strong to save, faithful in love
My debt is paid and the vict'ry won
The Lord is my salvation.

P:

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we
have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and
plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you
and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me
according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin and take away my guilt.
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P:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to his will.

C: (spoken) Amen.

My hope is hidden in the Lord
He flow'rs each promise of His Word
When winter fades I know spring will come
The Lord is my salvation.
In times of waiting, times of need
When I know loss, when I am weak
I know His grace will renew these days
The Lord is my salvation.
Who is like the Lord our God?
Strong to save, faithful in love
My debt is paid and the vict'ry won
The Lord is my salvation.
And when I reach my final day
He will not leave me in the grave
But I will rise, He will call me home
The Lord is my salvation.
Who is like the Lord our God?
Strong to save, faithful in love
My debt is paid and the vict'ry won
The Lord is my salvation.
Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit,
The Lord is our salvation.
Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit,
The Lord is our salvation.
The Lord is our salvation.
The Lord is our salvation.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that may be harmful and give
us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON:
Joshua 5:13-6:16, 20
The account of the fall of Jericho. Joshua and the Israelites trusted that God would give them victory over their
enemies.
13

Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in
his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”
“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell
facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?”
14

15

The commander of the LORD’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is
holy.” And Joshua did so.

6 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.
Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting
men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven priests carry trumpets
of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing
the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud
shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”
2

So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the LORD and have
seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 7 And he ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an
armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.”
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When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before the LORD went
forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. 9 The armed guard marched
ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were
sounding. 10 But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a
word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 11 So he had the ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it
once. Then the army returned to camp and spent the night there.
8

Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 The seven priests carrying the
seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. The armed men
went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets kept sounding. 14 So on the
second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days.
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5

On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same manner,
except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16 The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the
trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the city!
15

20

When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud
shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.

SONG:

“Do It Again”
Singers:
Walking around these walls I thought by now they'd fall
But You have never failed me yet.
Waiting for change to come, knowing the battle's won
For You have never failed me yet.
Your promise still stands
Great is Your faithfulness, faithfulness
I'm still in Your hands
This is my confidence, You've never failed me yet.
I know the night won't last; Your Word will come to pass
My heart will sing Your praise again.
Jesus, You're still enough; keep me within Your love
My heart will sing Your praise again.
Singers and Congregation:
Your promise still stands
Great is Your faithfulness, faithfulness
I'm still in Your hands
This is my confidence, You never failed.
Your promise still stands
Great is Your faithfulness, faithfulness
I'm still in Your hands
This is my confidence, You never failed me yet.
Singers:
I've seen You move, come move the mountains
And I believe, I'll see You do it again.
You made a way, where there was no way
And I believe, I'll see You do it again.
Singers and Congregation:
I've seen You move, come move the mountains
And I believe, I'll see You do it again.
You made a way, where there was no way
And I believe, I'll see You do it again.
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Your promise still stands
Great is Your faithfulness, faithfulness
I'm still in Your hands
This is my confidence, You never failed.
Your promise still stands
Great is Your faithfulness, faithfulness
I'm still in Your hands
This is my confidence, You never failed me yet.
Singers:
And You never failed me yet
I never will forget
You never failed me yet
And I never will forget

GOSPEL LESSON:

Luke 7:1-10
We can put our faith in our Lord’s Word because his Word is so powerful.

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 There a
centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and
sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they
pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our
synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do
not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you.
But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I
tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have
not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the
servant well.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY: CWS 768, verses 1-3

“How Firm a Foundation”

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?
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In ev’ry condition, in sickness, in health,
In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth,
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea—
The Lord, the Almighty, your strength e’er shall be.
“Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

SERMON LESSON: Hebrews 11:1-2, 30
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients
were commended for.
30

By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the army had marched around them for seven days.
SERMON

Heroes of Faith: Faith at the Walls of Jericho

APOSTLES’ CREED
C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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GATHER THE THANKOFFERING
If you would like to make an electronic gift, these options are available for your convenience:
1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.”
2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891.
3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box
128, Onalaska, WI 54650

OFFFERING HYMN: CW 485, verses 1-2

“We Give Thee But Thine Own”
We give thee but thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee.
May we thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us,
To thee our firstfruits give.

INSTALLATION OF NEW TEACHERS
Lori Ehlke, Nicole Krause, Katie Olson, and Corey Paske

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
P:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:

(spoken) Amen.
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CLOSING SONG:

“God Is for Us”
Singers:
We won't fear the battle, we won't fear the night;
We will walk the valley with You by our side.
You will go before us, You will lead the way;
We have found a refuge, only You can save.
Sing with joy now, our God is for us
The Father's love is a strong and mighty fortress.
Raise your voice now, no love is greater
Who can stand against us if our God is for us?
Singers and Congregation:
Even when I stumble, even when I fall,
Even when I turn back, still Your love is sure.
You will not abandon, You will not forsake,
You will cheer me onward with never-ending grace.
Sing with joy now, our God is for us
The Father's love is a strong and mighty fortress.
Raise your voice now, no love is greater
Who can stand against us if our God is for us?
Neither height nor depth can separate us,
Hell and death will not defeat us.
He who gave His son to free us
Holds me in His love.
Neither height nor depth can separate us,
Hell and death will not defeat us.
He who gave His son to free us
Holds me in His love.
Sing with joy now, our God is for us
The Father's love is a strong and mighty fortress.
Raise your voice now, no love is greater
Who can stand against us if our God is for us?
Sing with joy now, our God is for us
The Father's love is a strong and mighty fortress.
Raise your voice now, no love is greater
Who can stand against us if our God is for us?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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This Week at St. Paul’s: August 16, 2020

In Our Prayers:
 28th Wedding Anniversary—Bill and Lisa Owen (August 15th)
 For all the doctors and nurses fighting Covid-19
 Blessings on teaching ministry of newly installed teachers: Corey Paske (8th Grade), Katie Olson (3rd Grade),
Nicole Krause (1st Grade), and Lori Ehlke (Part-time Art and Science)

Church News
St. Paul’s Ministry Update
Fall Bible Class Options:
If you read our Fall plans for ministry, you saw that we’ll be continuing offering five weekly worship services and will
be conducting our large group Bible studies through zoom. We will for sure offer one zoom option on Wednesday
nights at 6:30 pm but are exploring offering a second class. If you are interested in a second option, head to our
website and fill out a brief survey: www.stpaulsonalaska.org. Please respond by August 15. Let Pastor Ehlke know
if you have any questions: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org.
Ministry Update & Annual Voters’ Meeting:
Our annual voters’ meeting was held Sunday, July 26. Go to these links to view the pastors’ report and treasurer’s
report.
Worship:
We continue to offer in-person worship services Thursdays at 6:30 pm, Saturdays at 5:00 pm, and Sundays at 8:00
am, 9:15 am (gym), and 10:30 am. We are asking people to sign-up so we are able to keep our sanctuary at 25%
capacity. You can sign-up by going to our website: www.stpaulsonalaska.org/>. You will also be able to see how
many people have signed up for the service. The 8:00 am typically is full (115 sign ups). All the other services have
plenty of room.
Masks and Love:
A few weeks ago Gov. Evers issued a mask mandate for the State of Wisconsin. The 4th commandment urges us to
honor and respect our governing authorities. Therefore, we will follow that mask mandate in our church for
worship and any other indoor church activities. At the same time, realize that there may be some people either in
our church or other indoor places in our communities who may not be wearing mask for various reasons. There are
a number of exceptions to this mask mandate. If a person is not wearing a mask, don’t ask and don’t judge. There
are a number of reasons that a person may not be able to wear a mask at all or for an extended period of time. If
you are a person who is not able to wear a mask for whatever reason, know that you are welcome in our worship
services.
Online Worship Options:
We will continue to Livestream our 8:00 am worship services on our website. You can also access our Livestream
through our Youtube channel. Services are always archived on both our website and our YouTube channel.
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A Ministry Plan for September-December 2020
What will our gospel ministry look like this fall and early winter at St. Paul’s during these uncertain times of
pandemic? Our pastors have put together a plan which has been approved by our church council. It outlines the
opportunities we’ll have to “let the Word of Christ dwell in (us) richly” (Colossians 3:16) as we cope with COVID19. Please follow this link to learn more:
St. Paul's Lutheran School Update:
Currently, our school plans to open on its regularly scheduled dates offering both in-person and synchronous virtual
instruction. Our leaders continue to review the situation in our county and country. Mr. Bain sent this message to
parents.

HIRING PART-TIME CUSTODIAN

St. Paul’s is looking to hire a part-time custodian to help with cleaning and other custodial duties. Hours may vary,
depending on the season and need of the school. We are looking to fill this position before the start of school.
Interested applicants may contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter at 608-783-2552, ext. 233 for more
information.

SANDY HUNDER FUNERAL
Sandra Hunder's funeral will be held at the Roth Family Cremation Center in Viroqua on Friday, August 28th at 11:00
am. Sandy was a member here at St. Paul’s.

TECH VOLUNTEERS REQUESTED
We're looking for several volunteers who would be willing to help out on our sound board and live stream teams.
Training will be provided! If you would be interested in this, please contact Wendy Schibbelhut at
wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org.

SCRIP ORDERING

If you would like to purchase SCRIP cards you can email Katy Miller at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org to place an
order. Orders can be picked up in the Church office Monday through Thursday, 8 am to 2 pm.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Luther High School is looking to hire an office assistant for the Mission Advancement Office and custodian.
Additional information is available at this link.

SUPPORT LUTHER HIGH ATHLETICS

Join others in supporting Luther High athletics with a “signature ad” in the 2020-2021. These ads help fund the
general operation of all sports. Your name will be printed in each game program. Signature ads are accepted
throughout the fall and winter sport seasons. Forms are available at www.lutherhigh.org (athletic page) or send
your donation to LHS, Attn: Athletic Department, 1501 Wilson St., Onalaska, WI 54650. Thank you for your support.
Worship with Our Care of God’s Wealth:
Thankoffering given last week: $23,841 ($23,004 needed to meet weekly budget)
Blessings Received by Offerings to Date: $156,294
8/9/2020 Anticipated Financial (offering needed for ministry): $138,026

PASTORAL CONTACTS:

Pastor Brett Ehlke (608) 799.2717
behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Shane Krause (608) 217.5660 skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793
dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

12

