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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 

Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to 

receive his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to be strengthened through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

 

 

Hard Truth 

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus 

knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching 

opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus 

shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges 

conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. This should not surprise us, 

considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one would expect. When the truth is hard to 

hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth 

is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. 

Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it 

contains hard truth, gives eternal life. 
 

 

Today’s Theme:  

Hard Truths: Jesus Came to Bring Division on Earth, Not Peace 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 

Organist: Wendy Schibbelhut 

Singers: Dorann and Grace Mahnke (Thursday); Marin Schibbelhut (Sunday) 

 

 

Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and 

OneLicense A-715642. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, 

NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. “O Church Arise” Stuart Townend, 

Keith Getty© 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. "O Lord My God, My Only Refuge," Joel Stamoolis, alt. 
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Divine Service I 

Bells and Welcome  

870 O Church, Arise    CW 870 

1 O Church, arise and put your armor on; 

    hear the call of Christ our captain. 

For now the weak can say that they are strong 

    in the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth 

    we’ll stand against the devil’s lies; 

an army bold whose battle cry is love, 

    reaching out to those in darkness. 

 

2 Our call to war—to love the captive soul, 

    but to rage against the captor; 

and with the sword that makes the wounded whole 

    we will fight with faith and valor. 

When faced with trials on ev’ry side, 

    we know the outcome is secure, 

and Christ will have the prize for which he died— 

    an inheritance of nations. 

 

3 Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, 

    as the Son of God is stricken; 

then see his foes lie crushed beneath his feet, 

    for the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away, 

    and Christ emerges from the grave, 

this vict’ry march continues till the day 

    ev’ry eye and heart shall see him. 

 

4 So Spirit come, put strength in ev’ry stride, 

    give grace for ev’ry hurdle, 

that we may run with faith to win the prize 

    of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, 

    retelling triumphs of his grace, 

we hear their calls and hunger for the day 

    when with Christ we stand in glory. 

 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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Confession of Sins 

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.  

Kyrie 

 

 
  

Absolution 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Prayer and Praise 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

  

Let us pray.  

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your presence and offer true and 

faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us 

the fulfillment of what you have promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

The Word 

First Reading   Jeremiah 23:23–29 

23“Am I only a God nearby,” 

declares the LORD, 

 “and not a God far away? 
24Who can hide in secret places 

 so that I cannot see them?” 

declares the LORD. 

 “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 

declares the LORD. 

 25“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 
26How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own 

minds? 27They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their 

ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream but let 
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the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD. 29“Is not 

my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

7B O LORD My God, My Only Refuge  Psalm 7B  

Singer alone: 

1 O LORD my God, my only refuge, 

    save me from those who seek my life 

or they will tear me like a lion; 

    LORD, quickly end this bitter strife. 

But if my hands have done them evil 

    or if their cause is truly just, 

then let them come and overtake me 

    and lay my glory in the dust. 

 

Singer and Congregation: 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1–13 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you 
completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, 

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 
    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”  
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their 
father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true 
sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them 
for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while 
as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No 
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 
peace for those who have been trained by it. 

12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame 
may not be disabled, but rather healed. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Message 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

590 O Holy Spirit, Enter In   CW 590 

1 O Holy Spirit, enter in 

and in our hearts your work begin, 

    your dwelling place now make us. 

Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 

around and in us brightly shine, 

    to joy and gladness wake us 

        that we may be 

    truly living, 

    to you giving 

        prayer unceasing 

and in love be still increasing. 
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2 Give to your Word impressive pow’r 

that in our hearts from this good hour 

    as fire it may be glowing, 

that in true Christian unity 

we faithful witnesses may be, 

    your glory ever showing. 

        Hear us, cheer us 

    by your teaching; 

    let our preaching 

        and our labor 

praise you, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 

 

3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, 

let your dear Word, in doubt and strife, 

    in us be strongly burning 

that we be faithful unto death 

and live in love and holy faith, 

    from you true wisdom learning. 

        Your grace and peace 

    on us shower; 

    by your power 

        Christ confessing, 

let us see our Savior’s blessing. 

Sermon Reading  Luke 12:49–53 

 49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50But I have a baptism to 

undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? 

No, I tell you, but division. 52From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three 

against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother 

against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” 

Sermon 

Create in Me 
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Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Gather the Thankoffering      Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O 

Box 128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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Installation of Teachers, Michelle Wachal and Diane Muller (8:00 service) 

Closing Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, learn, and 

take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed 

hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

Amen 

The Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

Amen.  

876 Fight the Good Fight   CW 876 

1 Fight the good fight with all your might; 

Christ is your strength and Christ your right. 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 

your joy and crown eternally. 

 

2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; 

lift up your eyes and seek his face. 

Life with its way before us lies; 

Christ is the path and Christ the prize. 

 

3 Cast care aside, lean on your guide; 

his boundless mercy will provide. 

Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove 

Christ is its life and Christ its love. 

 

4 Faint not nor fear, his arms are near; 

he changes not, and you are dear. 

Only believe, and you will see 

that Christ is Lord eternally. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 



13 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: August 14, 2022 

 

Prayers 

   Installation of—Michelle Wachal and Diane Muller 

   30th Wedding Anniversary—Bill and Lisa Owen (8/15) 

   Health Concerns—Sophia Petersen 

   Grace Shepherd’s deployment in the Navy 

INSTALLATION OF MICHELLE WACHAL AND DIANE MULLER 

We will be installing Kindergarten Teacher, Michelle Wachal and 3K Teacher, Diane Muller today in both the 8:00 

and 10:00 services today. Card boxes will be available in the church lobby to help welcome our new teachers and 

their families to St. Paul's.  

CHURCH PICNIC AND OUTDOOR SERVICE SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 

We will be combining our 9:15 and 10:30 am worship services into one outdoor service at 10:00 am today.  

 

After the 10:00 am service, we’ll be having our church picnic with food, games, and a lot of fun. A freewill offering 

will be taken that will go to offset the cost of the food. Any additional money will be given to the Grateful and 

Growing project.  

BIBLE CLASS ON AUGUST 14 

Due to the picnic, we will only be having one Bible Class today. It will be held in the sanctuary from 9:20 am to 9:55 

am. Sunday school will still be held.  

OPEN FORUM AND VOTERS' MEETING RESULTS 

We thank everyone who attended our latest meeting on July 24 as we discussed the challenges of inflation and 

increased costs to the building project. After some discussion, a motion was passed to reopen the Grateful and 

Growing Fund Appeal, placing an emphasis on communication. In the upcoming weeks, various leaders will 

continue to meet and plan how we can communicate the next steps as the fund appeal reopens and how our 

congregation and school families can support these efforts.  

GRATEFUL AND GROWING PLEDGES 

Our Grateful and Growing fund current pledged amount is $2,125,448. Currently our Grateful and Growing account 

balance is $553,891. If you have not yet had the chance to make a pledge, prayerfully consider doing so. The pledge 

form can be found in the church lobby. These pledges will aid the Building Finance Team in their lending option 

efforts. To make giving easy, monthly Grateful and Growing envelopes were provided with this year's 

envelope boxes. 
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School is offered for children entering preschool through sixth grade next fall. Classes are held from 9:20-

10:10 am. Signs are posted to direct your children to their appropriate classrooms. 

Sunday Bible Study 

Summer Bible study is being held at 9:20 am in the Fellowship Hall and 10:20 am in the Grace Room. We are 

studying 1 Corinthians which is a letter that is extremely relevant and applicable to a Christian congregation. In this 

letter, the Apostle Paul addresses all sorts of issues like having a favorite pastor, divisions among Christians, 

Christian freedom and adiaphora, marriage and divorce, the Lord’s Supper, and so many others. We hope you’re 

able to join us and grow closer to your Savior and your church family through God’s Word! 
 

Weekday Bible Studies 

• Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 6:30 pm, led by Wendy Schibbelhut 

• Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am (Online-only) 

Email Jan Westerman if interested and to get the link: jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 

• Men’s Bible Class: Saturdays at 8:00 am at the Kwik Trip north of church (408 Sand Lake Rd), led by Steve Loehr 
 

MEN'S GROUP STARTS A NEW BIBLE STUDY 

The Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Study group is starting a study of the Gospel of John at 8:00 am Saturday, August 

20 at the Kwik Trip on Sand Lake Road just north from St. Paul’s. Enter at the side door on the Sand Lake side of the 

store. Join us for a good cup of coffee and a great discussion of the book of John and how it applies to our lives 

today. Please call Steve Loehr at 608.792.3464 if you have any questions or need additional information. 

HIGH SCHOOL TEEN GROUP 

High School Teens-Get ready for teen group! Our St. Paul’s teen group is a time to gather with other Christian 

friends your age and enjoy some Christian fun and fellowship. Teen group meetings include Bible study, food, fun 

games and activities, and time to hang out with friends. Mark these dates on your calendars. (There will probably 

be more teen group nights which will be scheduled, but these are the certain dates for the rest of the calendar 

year).  

• Wednesday, August 31, 7-9 pm at St. Paul’s 

• Wednesday, September 21, 7-9 pm 

• Sunday, October 16 WELS Youth Night (This will be a regional event; time and place TBD) 

• Wednesday, November 16, 7-9 pm at St. Paul’s 

• Wednesday, December 14, 7:30 pm (after Advent church)-9:30pm at St. Paul’s (Christmas Party) 

ARE YOU HEADING TO COLLEGE THIS FALL?  

Don’t leave your faith life at home! Sign up with WELS Campus Ministry to get connected with the local campus pastor 

near your school and to receive free copies of Meditations devotions and Forward in Christ magazine. Sign up 

at wels.net/college. Share this with any college students you know! 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Would you be willing to coordinate a fun event for the children of St. Paul's and the Onalaska community? The Board of 

Outreach is looking for a person to coordinate a Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, October 29th or 30th in our church 

parking lot. If you are interested in serving in this manner, please contact Jay White at 407.312.1310 or Pastor Olson. 

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
https://url6258.wels.net/ls/click?upn=NbfoMkUCuObsUzbEbtvyW7C182HRt1o98aZtLRt23UOZupoK-2BsdXD-2FinoUB5k4GjVg5F8iR-2F-2F-2FyFaAHdvyb5Gq6-2Fz-2FRlritGRHmiOHL4AcSTFY7Oi-2Fclkv80hMLfUI0oVXR7U1Pb3hKWDfI7-2BIdhjN7rbXibWP1dPHy8dn0PIS8iovsrM-2F0-2FNgGnMTDQSuJOAmzU5kEyzMIm-2Bg051Vu2Y4nWyuJjvAxHfs-2F0AZKfKtg-3D5lr7_DB5v35-2BIfunEb1tx30NBm6ljyB0NVH1Y9-2FGM8rGsoKJycUrBpIHWqsSjed58sq8pHKjPf4rzzWa0B-2F9XoF-2FdCLhP8aUCJwxw-2BK8n6yW4hW26ArhzAaYHIIqOXJrxzgnlfDOXCA65iuKiwuGbgZmXJcVlVkwOvgRGHaQSemrw-2BI5rj5PqAMy1G7CVQJhnDqmeJKDaqmB7oWlVo2fri4YDvys6VWEfdKo3-2BuN7ZG2I4Ig-3D
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Looking for new ways to share God’s love through your talents or time? St. Paul’s has several volunteer 

opportunities available for you! Click here to view our current list. New to the list is Hot Lunch Servers. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT AUGUST 27 

Registration for Flourish 2022 is open! The theme is "By Design." More information is available in the church lobby 

or click on this link. 

ON-LINE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 

Come... join hundreds of your brothers in Christ as we share in Word, song, and fellowship at the Men of His Word 

Conference in Rochester, MN. Conference will be held Saturday, October 16. Register on-line at https://2022-

mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com or mail the "2022 Mail-in Registration Form" with a $50 check by October 

16th. More information can be found on the Rochester tab at the MOHW website: http://menofhisword.org/ 

ROOM USE REQUESTS 

As our church and school grow, and we have more and more events and meetings in our facility, it becomes 

increasingly more important that we work to stay organized. One way that we do that as an organization is through 

our Room Use Request form. If you plan to meet or hold an event in the St. Paul’s facility, we ask that you please 

complete this online form as soon as you plan your meeting/event. This form can be found on our website under the 

“Resources” tab at the top of the Church page, and then scroll down to “Facility and Equipment Use.” If you have any 

questions, please contact the office. 

SCHEDULED USHERS  

Thursday Service, 8/18/2022, (6:30 pm): Benji Barney 

Sunday Services, 8/21/2022:  

(8:00 am) Mike Schuldt, Mitch Schultz, Terry Thienes 
(9:15 am) Dean Fluegge, Dean Wetzel 
(10:30 am) Steve Kinderman, Adam Krajewski, Darin Streeck, Jared Wickus 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

We will be resuming normal office hours starting Monday, August 15. The church and school office will be staffed 

Monday through Friday, when school is in session, from 7:30 am until 3:30 pm.  
 

 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 

Pastor Brett Ehlke   (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  
Pastor Dan Olson  (608) 797.5793  dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

file://///fs3/officestaff/BULLETIN/Current%20Ministry%20Needs%20(08-10-22).pdf
https://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/
https://2021-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com/
https://2021-mohw-rochester-tickets.eventbrite.com/
http://menofhisword.org/
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/events/room-use-calendar
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

