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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 

Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scrip Summer Hours 
Scrip summer hours will be during regular office hours of Monday  
through Thursday from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm. If you would like to 
make arrangements beyond those hours, please contact Katy Miller 
at kmiller@stpaulsonalaska.org.  
 
2nd Annual 5K Fun/Walk/Run 

St. Paul's second annual 5K Fun/
Walk/Run event is set for Saturday,  
August 13. If interested in volunteer-
ing to help plan this event, please 
email dancathybraund@gmail.com or 
contact Pastor Olson. Thanks for 
considering to help with this outreach 
and fun event.  
 

 
St. Paul's Domestic Abuse Advocacy Program 
You may have already started to notice posters in different locations 
throughout the building for the Domestic Abuse Advocacy Program. If 
you or someone you know are experiencing abuse in any form, there 
is help.  
 
St Paul’s has trained advocates available via our 24-hour hotline and 
email address. For immediate local help call (608)406-4553 or email:  
domesticabusehelp@stpaulsonalaska.org 
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Church Picnic and Outdoor Service 
Our church picnic and outdoor service will take place on August 
14. We will be combining our 9:15 and 10:30 am worship services 
into one outdoor service at 10 am.  Our Thursday 6:30 pm and 
Sunday 8 am service will be held indoors.  After the 10 am service, 
we’ll be having our church picnic with food, games, and a lot of 
fun.  If you’re interested in helping out with either serving or in any 
other way, please contact Tim Scriver: timjscriver@gmail.com   

 
 
 
 
Dr. James L Raabe 
28th Annual Golf Tournament 
September 19, 2022 at Cedar Creek, Onalaska 
Click on this link for more information. 
 
 
 

Seeking Help with Coffee Hour 
We are looking for two people to help with Coffee Hour during Bible Study.  We need two 
people who would be willing to volunteer once every 10th Sunday.  The time frame for help-
ing would be approximately 7:15 am to 10:45 am including attending 8:00 am church.  If you 
would be willing to help, please contact Kathy Rach at kathymrach@gmail.com  

 
WELS Singles Retreat 
Did you know that November 11 is International Singles Day? 
We invite you to join us at the 2022 WELS/ELS Singles Retreat 
on November 11-13 at Camp Phillip, Wisconsin for a weekend of 
fun and fellowship. For more information about the event and to 
register check out our webpage: 
 2022 Singles Retreat  
 
 
 

 
 
Face Painters for Onalaska Community Days 
St. Paul's is going to have a booth at Onalaska Community Days on 
Saturday, August 6th from 9am-1pm. We are in need of face painters 
for that day to attract people to our booth so we can talk to the par-
ents about our ministries.  It doesn't matter if you have any experi-
ence doing this or not. We have paint and even some outlines you 
can follow to paint faces.  Please contact Pastor Olson for more de-
tails or sign up in the lobby area for a 2 hour slot.  
 
 

mailto:timjscriver@gmail.com
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=1a7f013958&e=8e2ffa8777
mailto:kathymrach@gmail.com
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=749799f45e&e=8e2ffa8777


3 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! 1 John 3:1  
 
This summer my boys played on the newly formed Junior Knight 11U baseball 
team.  As they wrapped up their season, it was a blessing for me to look back at 
the last few months and thank God for the many blessings he gave them through 
that team. Some of the blessings I expected going into the season definitely hap-
pened: Their baseball skills improved.  They learned a little bit about how to win 
with grace.  They learned how to respond when you get absolutely demolished in 
a game.  They learned how to be respectful and to respond when calls don't go 
your way. They learned how to be good teammates and how to encourage each 
other. 

 
One blessing I wasn't anticipating was this: they formed friendships with other WELS Christians 
who attend different Lutheran schools and churches in the area.  That was the blessing I'm most 
thankful for. 
 
Sometimes it's easy for our congregations and schools to feel like they're in competition with each 
other.  Of course, Satan longs to create division among Christians too.  It's also easy for those divi-
sions to happen within a congregation too.  Instead of coming together as brothers and sisters in 
Christ around the gospel, Satan wants there to be divisions among us.  It can take a variety of 
forms.  It might be having a favorite pastor.  It might be worship style. It might be the tensions be-
tween Lutheran school and public school families.  Satan wants division among us.  Because when 
we're divided, we're not encouraging each other in our faith, and we're not spending as much time 
carrying out the mission Christ has given us. 
 
My friends, remember what unites us together. It's not simply playing on the same sports team.  It's 
not worship style.  It's not a building.  It's Jesus' saving love.  His blood has redeemed us and 
brought us into the family of God.  The Word of God brings us together and unites us together. Be-
cause God has poured his love on you and has chosen to call you one of his children.  Not only 
has he done that for you, but he has done that for your brothers and sisters in Christ. What a great 
blessing to be united together!      

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 
 
Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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Bible Studies 
Summer Bible study is being held at 9:20 am in the Fellowship Hall and 
10:20 am in the Grace Room (no Wednesday class during the sum-
mer). This summer we are studying 1 Corinthians which is a letter that is 
extremely relevant and applicable to a Christian congregation. In this letter, 
the Apostle Paul addresses all sorts of issues like having a favorite pastor, 
divisions among Christians, Christian freedom and adiaphora, marriage and 
divorce, the Lord’s Supper, and so many others.  We hope you’re able to 
join us and grow closer to your Savior and your church family through God’s 
Word! 
 
Here are the weekday studies that will continue to meet during the summer. 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 6:30 pm 
Led by Wendy Schibbelhut 
 
Women’s Bible Class is taking the month of August off. 
Led by Nicole Wickus   
 
Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am (Online-only) 
Email Jan Westerman if interested and to get the link: 
jkwesterman1@yahoo.com 
 
Men’s Bible Class: Saturdays at 8:00 am at the Kwik Trip north of church 
(408 Sandlake Rd) 
Led by Steve Loehr 
 
Summer Sunday School  is offered for children entering preschool through 
sixth grade next fall from 9:20-10:10 am. Signs will be posted to direct your 
children to their appropriate classrooms. We hope to see you there!  

August 

1. Amos 6  

2. Amos 7:1-8:3  

3. Amos 8:4-9:15  

4. Hosea 1, 2  

5. Hos. 3  

6. Hos. 4:1-5:14  

7. Hos. 5:15-8:14  

8. Hos. 9, 10  

9. Hos. 11, 12  

10. Hos. 13, 14  

11. Psalms 13, 14  

12. Ps. 15, 16  

13. Ps. 17  

14. Ps. 18:1-30  

15. Ps. 18:31-50  

16. Ps. 19  

17. Ps. 20, 21  

18. Ps. 22:1-21  

19. Ps. 22:22-31  

20. Ps. 23, 24  

21. Ps. 25  

22. Ps. 26  

23. Ps. 27  

24. Ps. 28, 29  

25. 1 Thess. 1  

26. 1 Thess. 2  

27. 1 Thess. 3  

28. 1 Thess. 4  

29. 1 Thess. 5  

30. 2 Thess. 1  

31. 2 Thess. 2:1-12  

Confirmation Instruction 2022-2023 
 

The pastors sent out a letter in July to families with students in grades 6-8 to 
inform them of the plans for confirmation instruction. If you did not receive 
the letter or would like more information about confirmation instruction, 
please reach out to Pastor Ehlke: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org or  
608-799-2717.  

mailto:jkwesterman1@yahoo.com
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
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Worship Times and Communion Survey 
This last spring, we asked the congregation to complete a survey relating to our worship times    
(due to the upcoming building project) and also the way we’ve distributed the Lord’s Supper since 
May 2020.  We thank everyone who responded.  When it came to changing worship times to accom-
modate the building project, the congregation was split evenly with the two options that were pre-
sented (7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 10:30 am versus 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am).  After reviewing the 
comments, one option was suggested by a number of people: 7:45 am, 9:15 am, and 10:45 
am.  While we’re not thrilled with potentially starting services on the quarter of the hour, the worship 
team presented that option as a recommendation to the elders, and the elders approved that recom-
mendation.  At this point, the worship times will continue to remain the same (8:00, 9:15, and 
10:30 am).  In the future, we may need to temporarily move times, and if that happens, we will make 
sure to communicate any changes. Keep in mind that if a change does happen, it will be temporarily 
and can be adjusted especially when construction comes to an end.  
 
As far as Communion distribution, it became clear that our congregation prefers the continuous 
flow method of receiving the Lord’s Supper.  56% prefers continuous flow and 22% stated they 
had no preference.  We will keep using the continuous flow method.  One concern expressed has 
been that sometimes Communion feels a little rushed.  Our encouragement is to make sure you take 
time as you come to receive the body and blood of your Savior, and if your family prefers to        
commune together as a small row, don’t be afraid to come up and spread out together.  What a 
great blessing to know that whether we commune in rows or continuous flow, it’s Christ and his body 
and blood that unites us together as brothers and sisters as we receive forgiveness through the 
Lord’s Supper.  
 
The Lord has given us Christian freedom in how we do a lot of different things. While it’s easy to 
have our own personal preferences, we pray that each one of us will continue to remember that 
gathering around God’s Word and Sacraments is the most important thing for us to do as Chris-
tians.  When it comes to things neither commanded nor forbidden by God, we in love can set aside 
our own personal preferences for the sake of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Grateful and Growing Voters’ Meeting 

We thank everyone who attended our latest meeting 
on July 24 as we discussed the challenges of infla-
tion and increased costs to the building project. After 
some discussion, a motion was passed to reopen 
the Grateful and Growing Fund Appeal, placing an 
emphasis on communication. In the upcoming 
weeks, various leaders will continue to meet and 
plan how we can communicate the next steps as the 
fund appeal reopens and how our congregation and 
school families can support these efforts. 
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WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL meets 
every other month on the first Thursday at 6:30 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. Children who are en-
rolled in Cradle Roll receive periodic mailings 
and books every 6 months until they are 4.  Our 
next meeting will be September 1, 2022.  If you 
are interested we can always use new mem-
bers.  Also if anyone is interested you could 
just take on maintaining the quiet bags.  Any 
questions please come to our next meeting or 
call Gerry at 608-783-4167  

The retreat will center around our identity in Christ, our unique design as women, 
temperament and gifts. For more information go to this website  

flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/  

https://flourishretreat.lewistonlutherans.org/
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Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet Wednesday 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center and Sunday 4:00 pm 
here at St. Paul's. Recovery in Christ ministers to those who suffer from various addictions. Call/text 
Pastor Bill Bader to confirm the day/time (608.567.3038).  

GRIEF SUPPORT 
If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come to our next Grief 
Support meeting at St. John's Lutheran in Barre Mills. Come for comfort 
from God's word, and encouragement from fellow Christians. Contact 
our Pastors for more info. 

Christian Counseling Services Are Available To Our Congregation 
Through Christian Family Solutions, members of our congregation have ac-
cess to confidential counseling services through a program called MAP 
(Member Assistance Program). The counselors are WELS/ELS mental 
health professionals, using secure, online video technology. Short-term 

counseling is available from any private location that has an internet connection and a web cam. Tele-
phone counseling is also available. If you are interested, please talk to one of our pastors. 

LUTHERAN CONVENTION FOR SENIORS SPONSORED BY OWLS 

The Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors (OWLS) cordially invites you to join them for their annual 

convention. This year’s convention will be held at the Stoney Creek Hotel & Convention Center 3060 

South Kinney Coulee Road, Onalaska, WI 54650, October 10-13, 2022. 

This special bulletin invitation is going out to the WELS churches in the Onalaska/La Crosse, WI area. Ar-

ea church members, age 55 and up, may wish to attend the daytime and early evening events, and com-

mute from home each day, instead of staying at the hotel. Full details can be found by going to 

www.csm.welsrc.net/download-csm/owls-convention/ Scroll down to DOWNLOADABLE RESOURCES, 

including the Schedule, Workshops and Presentations, and Registration. Discounts are available before 

September 10, 2022. 

Over the past number of years, the OWLS have supported our European Civilian Chaplaincy with a gift of 

$50,000.00 each year. We wish to continue that tradition. Besides, receiving donations throughout the 

year from individuals and organizations, the European Civilian Chaplaincy gets a jump start from contribu-

tions taken at the Convention’s opening service and the silent auction. 

SILENT AUCTION: All attendees are encouraged to make donations to the silent auction, with a special 
push for our area members to do so, whether you attend the convention activities or not. Plan now on 
what you might like to enter. Homemade goodies and theme baskets have been popular items. Let your 
imagination run wild. If you have any questions, you can contact TJ or Myron Fluegge, coordinators for 
the silent auction. You may email at flueggemtj@hotmail.com or call 507-359-2424. Hope to see you at 
the OWLS Convention! 
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Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget fund-
ing), please see the items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instruc-
tions at the bottom of the list on how to make a donation. Click the link 
below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the 
top of the page, click Give and then Wish List.  Master Wish List 

Memorials 
 
Given in loving memory of Jacob Kolb by: 
Steve and Gina Olson   Grateful and Growing 
Mike and Mary Paggi   Grateful and Growing 
Ryan and Katy Miller   Grateful and Growing 
Pastor Russel and Verona Kloehn Grateful and Growing 
Chadwick Renko    Undesignated Memorial 
Nancy Loging    Undesignated Memorial 
Brian and Lora Benrud   Undesignated Memorial 
Matthew and Betty Van Loon  Undesignated Memorial 
Travis and Amanda Dash   Undesignated Memorial 
Scott and Amy Roush   Undesignated Memorial 
Jane Alberts     Undesignated Memorial 
Larry and Linda Platz   Undesignated Memorial 
Nathan and Lindsey Scharrer  Undesignated Memorial 
Paul and Brenda Mendell   Undesignated Memorial 
Larry and Lucille Ellenberger  Undesignated Memorial 
Brad and Laura Schaper    Undesignated Memorial 
Tony and Sonja Renko   Undesignated Memorial 
Russell and Kristine Traxler  Undesignated Memorial 
Chancey and Marilyn Hall   Undesignated Memorial 
Roger and Sheila Frey   Undesignated Memorial 
Robert and Darla Westedt   Undesignated Memorial 
Jeanne Henderson    Undesignated Memorial 
Arthur and Judy Hackbarth   Undesignated Memorial 
Marilyn Schwartzbauer   Undesignated Memorial 
LeLand and Lois Johnson   Undesignated Memorial 
Michael and Kathleen McHenry  Undesignated Memorial 
Chad and Tricia Hackbarth   Undesignated Memorial 
Frederick and Ronda Hackbarth  Undesignated Memorial 
Frank and Lois Holper   Undesignated Memorial 
Darrin and Cherry Reed   Undesignated Memorial 
Dennis and Charlene Fehrman  Undesignated Memorial 
Stuart and Deborah Schramm  Undesignated Memorial 
JF Ahern Company    Undesignated Memorial 
Leslie Brauer     Undesignated Memorial 
Darrel and Ardelle Zillmer   St. Paul’s School 
 
Given in loving memory of Kevin Matthews, brother of Jon Benrud, by: 
Anonymous    Undesignated Memorial 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
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Onalaska Food Basket 
 

Our church continues to collect food donations throughout the year. Donations may be dropped off in the 
totes outside the kitchen. The food basket’s current need is for cans of juice. 

Thank You  
To our brothers and sisters at St. Paul’s, 
 
The extended family of Jacob Kolb is deeply grateful for the many kindnesses so many of you have 
expressed to us in many different ways. You have touched our hearts with your love for Christ and 
have brought us much encouragement in our sorrow. We treasure our church family more than ever 
and are so happy to call St. Paul’s our home. May God continue to bless our church family with this 
same kind of compassion and hope to share whenever sorrow touches the hearts of those who are 
partners with us in the ministry of Christ here at St. Paul’s. 
 
The Kolb and Olson families  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you so much for the grant put towards my education at MLC this fall.  It was a generous gift 
and I am grateful for the support. 
God’s Blessings, 
Sarah Yonkovich 
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SHARED THEME FOR 2022-2023  
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12 
 
Luther High School and many association Lutheran elementary schools, in-
cluding St. Paul’s, will share the theme “In Christ Alone” for 2022-2023. 
 
CURRENT ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
 

God has blessed our school with a rec-
ord number of students to serve in 2022-2023! Six 
classrooms are at capacity (highlighted in the table), 
and five have waiting lists.  Capacities are based on 
total physical space within our facility (not only individ-
ual classrooms), age of students, and (as much as 
possible) the needs of the students within each class.  
The Board of Education adopted a guideline for class 
sizes several years ago with a small revision adopted 
February 2022.  These guidelines help the principal 
and Board of Education make staffing recommenda-
tions for inclusion in the Ministry Plan.   
 
Mr. Bain continues to get inquiries for enrollment.  The 
most recent was for seventh grade, which does have 

space.  Those inquiring about grades at capacity have the option of being added to the 
Waiting List (requires completing an application and a payment of $50).  Some choose to 
be on the Waiting List, while others look for different options. 
 
STUDENT SERVICES AD HOC COMMITTEE 
St. Paul’s Board of Education formed an Ad Hoc Committee to accomplish two tasks over 
the course of the next several months to year.  The first task is a review of the Special 
Needs Scholarship Program (SNSP).  The Ad Hoc Committee has review material, met 
with a representative from School Choice Wisconsin, and is in the process of collecting in-
formation from other WELS schools who have been involved in the program.  The goal is 
for the Ad Hoc Committee to prepare a report and make a recommendation to the Board of 
Education about St. Paul’s participating in the program by September 1, 2022. 
 
The second task for the Ad Hoc Committee will be to develop policies and procedures for 
our Student Services Program.  This includes determining the services we will offer, how 
students qualify for services, and much more.  The goal is to have these policies and pro-
cedures to the Board of Education for review by February 2023. 
 
TEACHER / STAFF IN-SERVICES 
All teachers and staff from the Luther High School Association are welcome to attend Well-
ness Workshop at Luther High School on Monday, August 1.  Pastor Don Sutton from 
Grace in Action will lead attendees in the development of individualized plans for health 
and wellness, and each attendee will receive encouragements from Grace in Action for 30 
days following the workshop. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 

Grade Projected 
Enrollment 

# on Wait-
ing List 

K3 14   

K4 23 6 

K 21   

1 23   

2 24 1 

3 26 4 

4 16   

5 27 3 

6 21   

7 21   

8 28 1 

Total 244 15 
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St. Paul’s teachers and staff will have two presentations as part of their own in-services on 
August 3-4.  The first will be about Mental Health, presented by two clinicians from La 
Crosse County Human Services.  The second is a presentation titled “Reaching the Heart 
and Mind of the Struggling Child” by Aaron Schaper of Christian Family Solutions. 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL EVENT 
St. Paul’s will host a Back to School Event on Sunday, August 21.  At this time, students and 
parents are invited to bring some materials to school (to reduce the load on the first day), 
meet new people, and learn about some great things to look forward to in the 2022-2023 
school year.  Parents will receive a message with further details about the event. 
 
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP (STUDENTS IN GRADES 7&8 ONLY) 
On Tuesday, August 23, students in grades 7 & 8 will come to school for a Leadership Work-
shop on Strengths. The workshop will be presented primarily by Todd Russ from Grace in 
Action. The day begins at 7:45 am, and we close at 1:00 pm.  No other students are at 
school on this day. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
St. Paul’s teachers, like most professionals, are always looking to grow and improve.  One 
way of doing this is through active membership in a professional organization.  These in-
clude the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, Society of Health and Physical Educators, International 
Society for Technology in Education, International Literacy Association, Wisconsin State 
Reading Association, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and Online Physical  
Education Network. 
 
EXCITEMENT FOR BUILDING PROJECT 
The teachers, staff, and students of St. Paul’s are all VERY excited about the building pro-
ject!  Hopefully you were able to see that in the video that was made at the end of the 2021-
2022 school year.  We are grateful for all of the people who have been involved in the plan-
ning of this project.  The new spaces will be such a huge blessing for our church and school 
ministry.  Thank you for your prayerful support of this large facility expansion. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Surround Care Worker 

We are seeking kind, caring individuals to fill a part-time Surround Care position. Responsi-

bilities include planning and leading daily activities and maintaining a clean, safe, and inviting 

environment for students. Hours needed will be school days 3:00-6:00 pm with the occasion-

al 1:00-6:00 pm for early release. If you or someone you know has a love for children and 

serving their Savior, please contact Lydia Walter (admin@stpaulsonalaska.org or 608-783-

2552) or our school office for more information   


