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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 
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Worship Attendance Update 
We’re thankful for the opportunity to hold in-person worship ser-
vices over the last few months.  We’re also thankful that those 
who are in a higher risk category or don’t feel comfortable return-
ing to in-person worship at this time have an opportunity to 
livestream each week.  We’re thankful for all of our volunteers who 
have served their Savior to make these opportunities happen! 
 
Here's a brief update on where our worship attendance has been 
over the last month or so. YouTube Sunday views have been 
around 150-200 each week (If two people are watching one 
screen, that could be around 300-400 people livestreaming each 
week).  About 60 households are filling out an online attendance 
card each week (From those cards on July 19, there were a total 
of 124 worshippers). 
 
June Average Weekly Attendance 
June 21: In-person 364 
June 28: In-person 344 
July 5: In-person 317 
July 12: In-person 345 
July 19: In-person 388 
 
Past Average Weekly Attendance for June 
June 2017: 526 
June 2018: 521 
June 2019: 529 
 
Percentage of In-Person Worshippers 
Compared to June 2019, our in-person worship (not counting 
those who are live streaming from home) is around 66%. Even 
though it’s hard to determine how many people are live streaming 
the service each week, it seems like when you add those numbers 
in, our worship attendance is close to (or maybe even exceeds) 
what we typically worship over a weekend. At times like this, it’s 
easy and even convenient to become apathetic about growing in 
our faith through God’s Word. Yet, we know that it’s God’s Word 
that strengthens our faith and brings us closer to the Savior who 
loves us. In the end, we pray that the Lord uses this time to help 
all of us see the importance of staying in God’s Word daily and 
also the great blessings of gathering around God’s Word as a 
church family. 
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2 

Wash Once and Never Again 
 
“Wouldn’t it be great if someone would invent soap that you could use so that 
you could wash once and never have to wash your hands again?" One of my 
daughters said that this last week after complaining about her chapped hands 
because of how often she is washing and using hand sanitizer. I have no doubt 
that if someone would invent something like that, they would become famous 
and rich beyond their wildest dreams. 
 
2000 years ago this is something that God already did invent for us. Peter talks 
about a washing that is so deep and so thorough that it would never have to be 

done again. "baptism now saves you – not the removal of dirt from the body but the guarantee of a 
good conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 3:21 EHV) says 
something very bold, that baptism actually saves you. And it does! It connects you with Christ and 
everything that he did for you on the cross and in the grave. It creates faith in a person who is spirit-
ually dirty. We aren’t talking about a little spiritual mud, but rather a stain so deep we can’t remove it 
ourselves. It's a stain so deep that it leads to death in hell. 
 
But God invented a spiritual washing that cleans us from something far worse than a Coronavirus. 
And the washing that it promises is a type of washing that is never needed again. The reason for 
that is because God himself is making the promise on the day of our baptism, and not us. Unlike 
you and me, God doesn’t break his promises. If you would hear today of a type of soap that if you 
cleaned once you would never have to clean yourself again, I doubt you would believe intuit sounds 
too good to be true. It sounds too easy! But God has given us that miracle in the simple gift of bap-
tism. With water and God’s Word, the Lord promises that you are saved. Regardless of how great 
or how many sins you have committed, you are washed. You are forgiven. 
 
So while it may be frustrating because there is no end to washing your hands, especially during a 
pandemic, thank God that the washing that matters was once and done on the day of your baptism. 

Pastor Dan Olson 

St. Paul’s, Onalaska Ministry Plan 
For September-December 2020 

 

Dear Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

The coronavirus pandemic has changed all of our lives in many ways.  Quite obviously, it has affect-
ed our gospel ministry here at St. Paul’s.  But our Lord still lives and reigns and continues to be with 
us.  And, in spite of all the challenges presented to our church at this time, the Lord has blessed 
greatly our ministry at St. Paul’s during the pandemic.  First and foremost, the message of Christ cru-
cified and Christ risen continues to be proclaimed.  We are thankful that the Lord has provided many 
different avenues through which we can share his Word, even in unusual and sometimes difficult cir-
cumstances. 

What follows is a plan approved by our church council for our gospel ministry at St. Paul’s for Sep-
tember through December of 2020.  It seems safe to assume that the coronavirus will continue to 
impact our daily lives through the end of 2020, and most likely beyond.  We will revisit this ministry 
plan in mid to late November 2020 to determine how to proceed through the early part of 2021. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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This ministry plan for St. Paul’s works under the following operating principles: 

1. We wanted to make a plan which presented copious opportunities for our people’s faith to be 
fed and to grow in Word and sacrament. 

2. We wanted to make a plan which was safe and which demonstrates care for the physical well-
being of our people and which mitigates the risks of spreading COVID-19.  

3. We wanted to create a ministry plan for the coming months which would “work” no matter how 
circumstances change in our country and in our area.  We learned during our transition back 
to in person worship in June how laborious it was to “change gears,” so to speak, by creating 
new schedules, new systems, recruiting new volunteers, etc.  This plan allows us to focus 
less on planning for gospel ministry to happen and to focus more on actually doing gospel 
ministry. 

4. This ministry plan takes into consideration our day school as a top ministry priority here at St. 
Paul’s.  At the time of this writing, plans for school reopening in the fall are not completely set.  
However, we do know that our school will need to take many precautions to conduct in-person 
classes safely, including best known practices about social distancing.  Therefore, for our min-
istry planning purposes, if we felt we can do effective gospel ministry through virtual means 
and at the same time minimize the number of people in our school spaces, we would embrace 
those virtual means of communication for this unusual season. 

 

With those considerations in mind, we present this plan for gospel ministry for the rest of 
calendar year 2020: 

1. Worship  We continue with our present schedule of five in-person worship services every 
week: Thursday at 6:30pm, Saturday at 5:00pm (masks required, no congregational singing), 
Sunday at 8:00am, 9:15am (contemporary in the gym), and 10:30am. 

2. Online Classes  Nearly all other Bible classes and Sunday School classes are conducted vir-
tually through online forums. 

3. The typical weekly schedule would look like this: 

Sunday   8:00am, 9:15am, and 10:30am  In Person Worship 

Monday  4:00pm Online Women’s Bible Class with Wendy Schibbelhut 

   6:30pm Online Starting Point with Pastor Olson 

Tuesday  7:45am Pastors teach in person (or online, if need be) 6th-8th Grade 
   Lutheran Elementary School (LES) confirmation classes 

   Evening Ministry Meetings (various boards and committees can  
   determine whether to meet in person or online) 

Wednesday 5:30pm (time approximated) Online 6th Grade Bible History for our non-
   LES students with Gary Baumgarten 

   6:00pm Online 7th-8th Grade Confirmation Class for our non-LES  
   students with Pastor Ehlke 

   6:30pm Online Adult Bible Class with Pastor Krause 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Thursday 7:45am Pastors teach in person (or online, if need be) 6th-8th Grade 
   LES confirmation classes 

   6:30pm In Person Worship 

Saturday 5:00pm In Person Worship (mask required, no congregational singing) 

 

4. In addition to the Wednesday evening online adult Bible class, Pastor Ehlke will explore and 
poll about offering a second online adult Bible class on a different day of the week.  We will 
also encourage our existing members to think about taking Pastor Olson’s Starting Point class 
this fall as a great review of the basics of our Christian faith. 

5. Sunday School: Every week easy to use resources will be distributed to parents to use with 
their children for the spiritual growth of the family. 

a. Every week the parents of our Sunday School age children will receive a link to a family 
worship/Bible study resource produced by WELS Discipleship, Here’s an example:  
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20200713/ 

b. All of our non-LES families with young children in Grades PreK-2nd will be furnished 
with a copy of “The Story Bible.” (This book is already provided to our LES families as a 
part of our school’s curriculum.)  Here’s a link to the book: https://www.amazon.com/
Story-Bible-Concordia-Publishing-House/dp/0758619022. A weekly reading plan will be 
provided.  “The Story Bible” can be read by parents to their children in Pre K and K.  It 
can be read by students with their parents in 1st and 2nd Grades. This reading plan co-
incides with the Bible History lessons which our LES children will be covering from week 
to week.  It will also ensure that our children continue to grow in their appreciation for 
God’s plan of salvation as the Lord worked it out in human history. 

c. Families of children in Grades 3-6 will receive a weekly Bible reading schedule which will 
cover the typical core Bible History stories of our Sunday School Curriculum.  This Bible 
reading schedule will coincide with the Bible History stories in Grades PreK-2.  A num-
ber of discussion questions will be sent to families weekly to encourage conversation 
about the story and to promote the spiritual growth of the family members. 

6. While we desire to continue with our 7th and 8th grade B.I.B.L.E. Sunday morning instructions 
in the future, we will not be conducting those classes at the present time. 

We feel this plan provides opportunity for our people to continue to be fed by the Word, to experi-
ence at some level the blessing of in-person fellowship with other Christian brothers and sisters in 
worship, and also takes to heart the importance of mitigating the risk of exposing our people to 
Covid-19. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Olson    Pastor Ehlke    Pastor Krause 

(Continued from page 3) 

https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20200713/
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Bible-Concordia-Publishing-House/dp/0758619022
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Bible-Concordia-Publishing-House/dp/0758619022
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Summer Bible Class via Zoom 
 

We’ve are offering our summer Bible Class via zoom. We are doing a sermon 
series based on the Heroes of Faith section of the Bible (Hebrews 11), and 
our summer Bible Class will build on the previous Sunday’s sermon. Each 
week we’ll be studying a different Hero of Faith seeing what we can learn from 
them and how God’s grace and forgiveness changed their lives. We’ll be 
meeting on Zoom Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm. The pastors will alternate 

leading the study. We ask that you sign-up for the class by filling out this form, and then each week 
we’ll email the zoom link: Bible Study Sign-Up. If you’ve never used Zoom before, it’s relatively 
easy. You don’t need an account, and there is also a call-in feature for those who don’t have inter-
net. Email Pastor Ehlke with any questions: behlke@stpaulsonalaksa.org. 

 Welcome Lydia Walter 
 
Hello! I’m Lydia Walter, the new Operations Manager at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church and School. I am an alumnus of Bethany Lutheran Col-
lege, with a bachelor’s degree in Communication and a minor in Busi-
ness Administration. I have a background in sales, customer service, 
and marketing. I live in La Crescent with my husband, Ryan, my daugh-
ter, Amelia, and our two Labrador Retrievers. My favorite pastimes in-
clude singing, sewing or doing DIY projects, spending time outdoors 
(camping, hiking, and touring Upper Peninsula Michigan or the North 
Shore!) and anything to do with animals! I’m very excited and honored to 
be a part of St. Paul’s! 

Help for our Seniors 
 

One great way that we can respect our elders is by taking care of their needs (yardwork, grocery 
shopping, cleaning, etc.). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear for our 
seniors who are a higher health risk gives the rest of our congregation an opportunity to serve them. 
If you are a senior in our congregation in need of any type of help, please let us know. Also, if you 
are a person in our church willing to help our seniors, please let us know. Contact the church office 
(info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).  

Wish List 
 

If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget funding), please see the items on 
St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the list on how to make a donation. 
Click the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the menu at the top of the 
page, click Give and then Wish List. Master Wish List 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdM4qcnOa-Gd8EjEiCyUS8a0j5vv2kWIhZitklKXiZ2dd5suw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaksa.org
mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
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Given in loving memory of Karen Murry: 
Luanne Matuska   Building Fund 
Delores Olson    Building Fund 
Jeffery and Johanna Pralle  Building Fund 
Marvin and Julie Sloan   Building Fund 
Mark and Cynthia Wierschke  Building Fund 
Mark and Laura Wiste   Building Fund 
Gary and Susan Webb   Building Fund 
Carol Wappler    Building Fund 
Dean and Nancy Wetzel   Building Fund 
Janis Johnson    Building Fund 
Joleen Stratman   Building Fund 
Dorothy Gartner    Building Fund 
Darrel and Ardelle Zillmer  Building Fund 
Lois Jenson    Building Fund 
Daniel and Cathy Braund  Building Fund 
Breezy Point Farm LLC   Building Fund 
Lyle and Mary Wehrs   Building Fund 
Steve and Terri Baker   Building Fund 
Frank and Lois Holper   Building Fund 
Rev. Norris and Kristine Baumann Building Fund 
Richard and Debra Nuttelman  Building Fund 
Robert and Joanne Sandvick  Building Fund 
Glenn Lussky    Building Fund 
Gary and Rosalyn Baumgarten  Building Fund 
Darla Barney    Building Fund 
Michael and Sandra Beranek  Building Fund 
Mike and Tami Wamsley  Building Fund 
Matthew and Betty Van Loon  Building Fund 
David and Ann Jansen   Building Fund 
JoAnn McLees    Debt Retirement 
Ron and Betty Westphal   Ginny Viner Scholarship Fund 
Linnette Teal    Missions 
 
 
Given in loving memory of Mike Barney: 
Greg and Wendy Schibbelhut  Sprinkler System 
Gary Roberts    Sprinkler System 
Terry and Rhonda Egen   Sprinkler System 
Gary Roberts    Sprinkler System 
Cindy Woggon    Sprinkler System 
Ron and Betty Westphal   Sprinkler System 
Carol Barney    Sprinkler System 
Keith and Patricia Krause  Sprinkler System 
Len Beranek    Sprinkler System 
 
 
Given in loving memory of Dennis Radichel: 
Ron and Betty Westphal   Ginny Viner Scholarship Fund 
JoAnn McLees    Debt Retirement 
 
 
Commemorating Service to the Lord of Dan Schoeffel & Beth Wrobel 
Ron and Betty Westphal   Ginny Viner Scholarship Fund 

Memorials 

August 

1. Job 11, 12 

2. Job 13, 14 

3. Job 15-17 

4. Job 18, 19 

5. Job 20, 21 

6. Job 22-24 

7. Job 25-27 

8. Job 28-29 

9. Job 30, 31 

10. Job 32, 33 

11. Job 34, 35 

12. Job 36, 37 

13. Job 38:1-40:5 

14. Job 40:6-42:6 

15. Job 42:7-17 

16. Psalm 42, 43 

17. Ps. 44 

18. Ps. 45 

19. Ps. 46-48 

20. Ps. 49 

21. Ps. 50 

22. Ps. 51 

23. 2 Samuel 1 

24. 2 Sam. 2, 3 

25. 2 Sam. 4:1-5:16 

26. 2 Sam. 5:17-6:23 

27. 2 Sam. 7 

28. 2 Sam. 8, 9 

29. 2 Sam. 10, 11 

30. 2 Sam. 12:1-13:37 

31. 2 Sam. 13:38-14:33 
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Anchored in Christ 
“
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the 

curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, 
in the order of Melchizedek.”  Hebrews 6:19-20 
 
Many of you have likely been in a boat and made use of an anchor.  A fisherman may use an anchor to 
keep the boat in one place so they can try to catch fish in a specific location.  The anchor stops the 
boat from drifting with the current or the wind. 
 
Our nation and world have a number of “winds” trying to push us today.  Government leaders and 
health experts are trying to push people to understand what is necessary to protect their communities 
during the pandemic.  Unfortunately, the winds of advice blow from different directions at times, leading 
to uncertainty, confusion, and frustration.  Because each side wants to get people going in their direc-
tion, they blow harder, leaving many feeling like they are in the middle of a turbulent storm. 
 
Race rioting around our nation has caused billions in damage, killed many people, and left many feel-
ing helpless and unsafe.  One side pushes the idea that police forces are built on systemic racism and 
should be defunded and redesigned.  The other side defends our police officers who serve and protect 
people in our communities.  Sure, everyone can agree that racism is wrong, but not everyone agrees 
what constitutes racism.  Again, many feel like they are caught in the middle of a turbulent storm. 
 
Do you need an anchor?  Do you need something to keep you grounded so that you and your emo-
tions are not tossed about with the winds blowing hard all around you?  We all do!  That anchor is Je-
sus.  His promises are true and certain!  He doesn’t waffle from one view to another.  His Word is a 
firm foundation in a time when so much else is on shifting sands.  The pandemic, the race riots, our 
very lives are all temporary.  Let’s keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, our anchor during the storm. 
 
School Resuming Plans 
What will school look like this fall?  Parents are eager for an answer to this very important question.  
Mr. Bain has been working diligently in meetings with local school leaders and La Crosse County 
Health to develop unified plans for all schools in the County.  These meetings have occurred multiple 
times each week since late May.  Teams were formed to address different aspects of these plans, 
each posing questions to County Health officials to guide the development of these plans.  On Thurs-
day, July 16, the meeting with La Crosse County Health took a drastic turn, essentially making any 
plans developed void. 
 
Meanwhile our teachers are preparing for school, unsure how that will look.  They are devising flexible 
ways to provide instruction, expanding their repertoire of tools they may employ to help students learn, 
and brainstorming ways to create and build a classroom climate in our unique situation.  We are 
blessed to have highly dedicated, hard-working, passionate, servant-minded teachers for our students 
at St. Paul’s! 
 
While La Crosse County Health develops new guidance, Mr. Bain is seeking advice about our options 
at St. Paul’s.  If St. Paul’s were to employ a number of mitigation factors (i.e. six feet of distance be-
tween students, keep students in cohorts, screen staff and students upon entering facility, etc.) would 
we be able to open school for in-person instruction?  In other words, if La Crosse County Health’s guid-
ance says “No in-person instruction” in RED, must we, as a Lutheran school, follow that guidance? 
 
Your prayers for all of our school staff are very much appreciated! 


