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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed!  And that has real, meaningful, eternal life-changing effects upon us.  Through 

these weeks of worship during this Easter season we will be rejoicing in “The Easter Effect.”  The sermons will 

examine the effect which Christ’s resurrection had upon the New Testament church as recorded in the book of 

Acts.  

 

During this season of Easter we’ve been rejoicing in the implications and effects that the empty tomb of Jesus Christ 
has upon us, his followers.  Today we see that one of the great effects of Easter is the desire to know more about 
our God and his Word and to grow closer to him.  We know that we have no life apart from the risen 
Christ!  Therefore, we desire to hear the Gospel and grow in faith and love. 
 

Today’s Theme: 

The Easter Effect: A Desire for the Gospel 
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The Common Service 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son ⧾ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: (spoken) Amen. 

P:  Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees; 

C:  Then I will keep them to the end.  Psalm 119:33 

P:  Direct me in the path of your commands, 

C:  For there I find delight.  Psalm 119:35 

P:  How I long for your precepts! 

C:  Preserve my life in your righteousness.  Psalm 119:40 

OPENING HYMN: CW 462                    “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

To keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

To know and do his will! 

 

Order my footsteps by your Word, 

And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

But keep my conscience clear. 

 

Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 

A stricter watch to keep; 

And should I e’er forget your way, 

Restore your wand’ring sheep. 

 

Make me to walk in your commands— 

’Tis a delightful road— 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 

Offend against my God. 

STAND 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

P:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 

I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

HYMN OF PRAISE: CW 340, verse 5-6  

Sung to the melody of “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” 

See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

The Lamb of God was slain. 

His life was once an off’ring made 

That you might live again. 

 

Glory to God and praise and love 

Be ever, ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

The Church in earth and heav’n. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray. O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever 

yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                                            I John 3:18-24 

Christians who are connected to Christ desire to grow in faith in Christ and to show that faith by their love. 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts 

condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do 

not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his 

commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and 

to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And 

this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                            John 15:1-8 

We are branches.  We must stay connected to the life-giving Vine, Jesus Christ. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 

branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the 

word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain 

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches 

are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 

be my disciples. 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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NICENE CREED (spoken in all services except the 10:30 service) 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit  

and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

BE SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 402                 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

My faith looks up to thee,  

Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray; take all my guilt away; 

Oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 

May thy rich grace impart  

Strength to my fainting heart; my zeal inspire! 

As thou hast died for me, oh, may my love to thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 

While life’s dark maze I tread  

And griefs around me spread, be thou my guide. 

Bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray from thee aside. 
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When ends life’s transient dream,  

When death’s cold, sullen stream shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, then, in love, fear and distrust remove; 

Oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                         Acts 8:26-40 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 

treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 

worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit 

told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then 

Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can 

stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37]  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 

Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, 

however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

Today’s Theme: 

The Easter Effect: A Desire for the Gospel 

STAND 
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After the sermon, the congregation sings: 

 

BE SEATED 

GATHER THE THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry!  

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION (10:30 service) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER (spoken in all services except the 10:30 service) 

C:  Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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THE SACRAMENT 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

 

BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION 

SPECIAL MUSIC:                                                                                      "How Deep the Father's Love for Us" (8:00 service) 
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SPECIAL MUSIC:                                                                                         “May God the Father of Our Lord” (10:30 service) 

Sung by parents of confirmands. 

May God the Father of our Lord, 

Who called you by his holy Word, 

Perfect, establish, settle you, 

Keep you through faith forever true. 

Refrain: 

May God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

Preserve you blameless till in grace 

You stand before his holy face. 

 

 In Jesus Christ may you be blessed 

And brought to his eternal rest. 

The work he has in you begun, 

He will perform till all is done. 

Repeat refrain 

 

 The Holy Spirit give you pow’r, 

The strength of prayer in ev’ry hour, 

The wisdom, knowledge, fear of God, 

That lifts above his chast’ning rod. 

Repeat refrain 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: CW 385               “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 

Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine! 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity, 

Love that found me—wondrous thought!—found me when I sought him not. 

Only Jesus can impart comfort to a wounded heart: 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod. 

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me. 

All my wants to him are known; all my sorrows are his own. 

Safe with him in earthly strife, I await the heav’nly life. 
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Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, by your Spirit and your word. 

When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die. 

THANKSGIVING 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

 

P:   God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We 

thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will 

not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after 

day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

          The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

          The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: CW 332               “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

Verse one sung by Parents of Confirmands (10:30 service): 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing—you are my own. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
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Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here his tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace; 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, my children; I will keep you and give you peace. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 
This Week at St. Paul’s: May 2, 2021 

 

❖ 2021 Confirmation Class 

❖ 85th birthday—Lillian Raabe (5/3) 
 

2021 CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Please keep these confirmands in your prayers.  

Madelyn Jane Antoniewicz Megan Jean Komperud  Jack Benjamin Schmeling 
Ellie Margaret Bahr  Adam Leif Lombard  Kayla Ann Schultz 
Ian David Bass   Mae Katheryne Lyga  Logan Ryan Sherry 
Maggie Melinda Bettin  Martha Eve Mielke  Roman Richard Thorson 
Annaliese Louisa Bruns  Macie Margaret Neumeister Kayden Nathan Van Loon 
Landon Paul Bryant  Amanuel Nigatu Putz  Sydney Ann Wendler 
Ethan Christian Dahl  Nicholas John Putz  Lauren O'Hara Wickus 
Emma Lynn Gibbons  Joshua Paul Rogne  Emma Grace Willman 
Samuel Philip Hackbarth Samuel George Schams  Caitlyn Marie Woessner 
Nathan Thomas Karr  Eddisen LyKung Yang  Amanda Michelle Yonkovich 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

We plan on offering five worship services each week (Thursday 6:30 pm, Saturday 5:00 pm, and Sundays 8:00, 9:15, 

and 10:30 am) throughout the summer. If you are looking for a service with lower attendance, our Thursday and 

Saturday services work well. If you feel comfortable sitting closer to people, consider sitting in the outside pews 

where the ropes have been taken down and leave the middle pews for those who may not feel quite as comfortable. 

If you do sit in the roped off pews, consider moving closer to the middle of the pew if you are able and if it allows 

others to sit at the end of the pew remaining six feet apart. We ask that people continue to be mindful of others and 

practice social distancing.  
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NEW STARTING POINT CLASS AT ST. PAUL’S 

Pastor Krause has begun a new “Starting Point” Bible class. It is held on Mondays at 6:00 pm. It will run for about 15 

weeks. “Starting Point” covers the main teachings of the Bible. It’s a great class for those new to Christianity. But it 

also serves as a great review for those who have been Christians for some time. Plan to attend! Invite a friend or 

share this invitation with someone who wants to know more about our Savior God! We’ll meet in person at church, 

but a virtual option will also be made available. Sign up at this link. Questions? Contact Pastor 

Krause: skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING BOOKLET 

You should have received a Grateful and Growing mailing. The purpose of this mailing is to make sure everyone in 

our congregation has an opportunity to see what the Grateful and Growing proposal is all about and to see some of 

the tweaks and updates that have been made over the last few months. There’s also an opportunity to submit a 

survey if you did not fill out one back in the Fall/Winter. Extra Grateful and Growing booklets are available in the 

church lobby if you did not receive one through the mail. 

COLLEGE MINISTRY 

The College Ministry Committee is requesting the following information about each graduate:  

graduate’s name, school name, post graduation plan (for example: college name, military branch, workforce, 
undecided, etc.) 

If possible, please submit an electronic photo of your graduate. Requested information and photo may be sent to 
Nancy Maedke at nmaedke@yahoo.com. 

GOOD STEWARD RESALE SHOP UPDATE AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

GOD’S GRACE 

At this time of uncertainty and difficulty, God’s grace continues to be evident at the Good Steward Resale Shop.  In 

spite of being closed for more than two months because of the pandemic, our total income in 2020 was 

$544,057.  After the first two months of 2021, our income has been $107,875, which is the third highest amount in 

our history at this time of the year.  We thank God for His grace and blessings. 

CHANGES 

As happens everywhere in life, there have been some changes in personnel at Good Steward.  At the beginning of 

the year, we welcomed Warren Johnson as a new board member.  We thank James Storey for his faithful service as 

a board member for many years.  At the present time, the members of the Board of Directors at Good Steward are 

Steve Loehr (Chairman), Larry Gilbertson, Barbara Phillips, James Beitlich, Paul Kapanke, Mimi Richmond, Warren 

Johnson, Denise Priem and Charles Lukasek.  Please feel free to speak to any of them, or to our store manager, Lisa 

Wendt, if you have any questions or helpful suggestions for Good Steward. 

We also want to thank Janet Gilbertson, who retired as a store coordinator at the end of February after nearly 

twenty years of faithful service.  At this time, we are accepting applications for another store coordinator and a 

warehouse worker.  Both of these are part-time paid positions.  For further information and an application form, 

please stop in at Good Steward (1930 Rose St., La Crosse) or call (608-779-9763). 

GRANT PROGRAM 

One of the Good Steward programs, which benefits Luther High School and area Lutheran Elementary Schools is our 

grant program.  Volunteers who have helped at Good Steward for a minimum number of hours are given the privilege 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:nmaedke@yahoo.com
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of nominating a student for a grant from Good Steward.  For the 2021-2022 school year the grants for Luther students 

are $875 (first child) and $615 (other children); and for elementary schools $400 (first child) and $350 (other 

children).  Those who registered will receive information and a nomination form in the mail near the end of April.  If 

you do not receive a form in the mail, you may obtain one at Good Steward after May 1.  The nomination forms need 

to be filled out and returned by June 1.  This grant program is one of the ways in which we try to thank our volunteers 

for the wonderful help which they provide for our store.  We can always use more volunteers.  And since it seems 

that the pandemic is subsiding, we do hope to have more volunteers this summer.  We do wear masks and practice 

social distancing and sanitization.  If you would like to join us as a volunteer for a good cause with good Christian 

people, please stop in or call.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

The Good Steward Resale Shop is currently accepting applications for two paid positions:  1) Store Coordinator (part 

time- c. 24-32 hours per week) and 2) Warehouse Workers (part time c. 24 hours per week).  Both positions require 

leadership, organizational skills, the ability to communicate and train others, and exercising good judgment.  They 

also require some physical exertion, including lifting up to 50 pounds. 

Obtain a job description with necessary qualifications and an application form at the Good Steward Resale Shop.   

Support Groups 

CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 

Caring Christians Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, May 3, at 6:30 pm. The topic 

will be: Dealing with stress. 

GRIEF SUPPORT 

The Grief Support group will meet at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, May 4 at St. John's in Barre Mills. Our topic for discussion 

will be "God's Yellow Pages...Where can I go when...?" If you, or someone you know is grieving, please come for 

comfort from God's word and encouragement from God's people.  

Mark Your Calendars 

RETIREMENT SERVICE 

On May 9 we will be celebrating the teaching ministry of our 2nd grade teacher, Linnette Fehr. Mrs. Fehr is retiring 

from teaching after serving at St. Paul’s for the last 26 years. Please join us in celebrating her in any of the church 

services that day. There will also be a card box for well wishes and cake reception outside (weather permitting) in 

between worship services from 9:00 to 10:30 am. We thank Mrs. Fehr for all her years of faithful service! 

PICK UP YOUR YARD SIGN TODAY 

The Board of Outreach has yard signs for members to place in their yards to promote St. Paul's Church and School’s 

online and in-person worship. The sign has our new tagline: God's Word, Our Hope. The signs may be picked up in 

the church lobby. 

CUSTODIAL HELP NEEDED 

St. Paul’s has immediate openings for Full or Part-time Custodian positions to assist in maintaining cleanliness and 

general appearance of the facilities. Varying skills and abilities desired. Some small maintenance work may be 
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included. Interested applicants should contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608.783.2552 ext 233 for more 

details and to pick up an application. If you would like to volunteer to help clean as we seek additional staff, please 

sign up here or contact Lydia for more details. 

DONATE 

St. Paul's Lutheran desires that offerings come from a heart of thanks to their Risen Lord, not out of obligation. We 

thank God for every dollar given to support our ministry and view it as a generous response to the gospel. If you 

would like to make a donation to St. Paul's Lutheran, there are a few ways you can do that.   

Building project: Click on this link, click on "Give Online Now" and select the fund called: "Capital Improvement 

and Expansion" 

Electronic Giving: Go to this link 

Wish List: To give toward special projects outside of our budget please go to this link. 

 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $ 15,763 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 

The amount given to date is $ 1,085,357. 

(4/25/2021) The amount needed to date is $ 1,063,082. 
 
 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-church
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/9594e5043d297dd07795bd3d1b8d73ca
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

