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    St. Paul’s 

    EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

  
St Paul’s Mission Statement: "St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church exists to support each other with God's 
Word and sacraments, share Christ with our community and the world, and serve others in Christian love." 
  

 

Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our service we gather before our almighty God to receive 

his gifts and to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s 

holy and powerful Word.  

 

Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed!  And that has real, meaningful, eternal life-changing effects upon us.  Through 

these weeks of worship during this Easter season we will be rejoicing in “The Easter Effect.”  The sermons will 

examine the effect which Christ’s resurrection had upon the New Testament church as recorded in the book of 

Acts.   

 

In our day and age, boldness in the business world, in sports, or in life is seen as a strength. Great leaders are bold, 

and they move forward rather than remain content with the status quo. But boldness when it comes to speaking 

the truth of God's Word is viewed as arrogance or even judgmental and intolerant. Today we see the effect that 

Easter had on the disciples. They knew the truth. They were witnesses to their Savior's resurrection and they boldly 

testified to it. May God help us be bold witnesses of the truth regardless of the way it is viewed today. 

 
 

Today’s Theme: 

The Easter Effect: Boldness for the Truth 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:  

Preacher: Pastor Dan Olson 
Musicians: Dennis Bertolotti; Amy, Cole, and Landon Bryant; Connie Gronholz; Micah Schibbelhut; Andrea, Jack, and 
Luke Schmeling; Jonathan Witte 
 
Lyrics and music printed in today’s service folder and viewed on the screens are used by permission through CCLI #1906774 and OneLicense A-715642.   Service 
of the Word © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” arr. by Koine. “O Praise the Name 
(Anastasis)”  Martin W. Sampson / Benjamin William Hastings / Dean Ussher. “Psalm 118” Francesca LaRosa. “This Joyful Eastertide” arr. by Koine. “Christ, Our 
Hope in Life and Death” Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matt Papa. 
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Service of the Word 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

OPENING SONG: CWS 720       “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands” 

 

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands  

For our offenses given; 

But now at God’s right hand he stands  

And brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be  

And sing to God right thankfully 

Loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia!  

No son of man could conquer death,  

Such ruin sin had wrought us. 

No innocence was found on earth,  

And therefore death had brought us 

Into bondage from of old  

And ever grew more strong and bold 

And held us as its captive. Alleluia!  

Christ Jesus, God’s own Son, came down,  

His people to deliver; 

Destroying sin, he took the crown  

From death’s pale brow forever. 

Stripped of pow’r, no more it reigns;  

An empty form alone remains; 

Its sting is lost forever. Alleluia!  

It was a strange and dreadful strife  

When life and death contended. 

The victory remained with life;  

The reign of death was ended. 

Holy Scripture plainly says  

That death is swallowed up by death; 

Its sting is lost forever. Alleluia!  

Here the true Paschal Lamb we see 

Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursed tree— 

So strong his love—to  save us. 

See, his blood now marks the door; 

Faith points to it; death passes o’er, 

And Satan cannot harm us. Alleluia!  
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Pastor: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

SONG OF CONFESSION:                                                                                                       “Oh, Praise the Name (Anastasis) 

Singers: 

I cast my mind to Calvary 

Where Jesus bled and died for me 

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet 

My Savior on that cursed tree. 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. But we 

have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and 

plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and 

do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according 

to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

Singers: 

His body bound and drenched in tears 

They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone 

Messiah still and all alone. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Singers: 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 
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Singers and Congregation: 

Then on the third at break of dawn 

The Son of heaven rose again 

O trampled death where is your sting? 

The angels roar for Christ the King. 

 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

 

He shall return in robes of white 

The blazing Son shall pierce the night 

And I will rise among the saints 

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face. 

 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

 

O praise the Name of the Lord our God 

O praise His Name forevermore 

For endless days we will sing Your praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray.  

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. By his 

resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON:                                                                                                                                             II Corinthians 2:12-3:6 

Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 13 I still 

had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said goodbye to them and went on to 

Macedonia. 
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14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to spread the 

aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who 

are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an 

aroma that brings life. And who is equal to such a task? 17 Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for 

profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, as those sent from God. 

3 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to 

you or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone. 3 You show 

that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living 

God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything 

for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—

not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 118                                                                                                                         “This is the Day” 

Singers: 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Singers: 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever 

Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.” 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Singers: 

The right hand of the Lord has struck with pow’r, the right hand of the Lord is exalted. 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

 

Singers and Congregation: 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Singers: 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

By the Lord has this been done, it is wonderful in our eyes. 
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Singers and Congregation: 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad. 

 

Singers: 

Let us rejoice and be glad. 

STAND 

GOSPEL LESSON:                                                                                                                                                       Luke 24:36-49 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why 

do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 

have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy 

and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and 

he took it and ate it in their presence. 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 

about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The 

Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 

preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to 

send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

BE SEATED 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW 160              “This Joyful Eastertide” 

This joyful Eastertide 

Away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, 

Has sprung to life this morrow. 

 

Refrain: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst his three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now is Christ arisen. 
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Death’s flood has lost its chill 

Since Jesus crossed the river; 

Lover of souls, from ill 

My passing soul deliver. 

 

Refrain 

 

My flesh in hope shall rest 

And for a season slumber 

Till trump from east to west 

Shall wake the dead in number. 

 

Refrain 

SERMON LESSON:                                                                                                                                                           Acts 4:8-12 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to 

account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then 

know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but 

whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is 

“‘the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.’ 

 
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 

saved.” 

Today’s Theme: The Easter Effect: Boldness for the Truth 

STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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BE SEATED 

THANKOFFERING 

Thank you for your continued support of our ministry! 

1. Online giving – visit our website, www.stpaulsonalaska.org and click “Give.” 

2. Text giving – text the amount you wish to give starting with the dollar sign to 608-371-6891. 

3. If you prefer to mail your offering envelope, please send to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, P.O Box 

128, Onalaska, WI 54650 

MINISTRY VICTORY UPDATE  (Pastor Olson) 

STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the resurrection of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 

C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the lost. 

C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

P:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant us confidence in 

the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing before your throne 

and singing the song of victory. 

C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory and praise. 

P:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those around us. Guide 

us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

P:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure 

them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
about:blank
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P:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come before you 

and say: 

C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

P:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace 

and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

CLOSING SONG:                                                                                                                “Christ, Our Hope in Life and Death” 

What is our hope in life and death?  

Christ alone, Christ alone.  

What is our only confidence?  

That our souls to Him belong. 

Who holds our days within His hand?  

What comes, apart from His command?  

And what will keep us to the end?  

The love of Christ, in which we stand. 

O sing hallelujah!  

Our hope springs eternal;  

O sing hallelujah!  

Now and ever we confess  

Christ our hope in life and death. 

What truth can calm the troubled soul?  

God is good, God is good.  

Where is His grace and goodness known?  

In our great Redeemer’s blood. 
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Who holds our faith when fears arise?  

Who stands above the stormy trial?  

Who sends the waves that bring us nigh  

Unto the shore, the rock of Christ?  

O sing hallelujah!  

Our hope springs eternal;  

O sing hallelujah!  

Now and ever we confess  

Christ our hope in life and death. 

Unto the grave, what shall we sing?  

“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”  

And what reward will heaven bring?  

Everlasting life with Him. 

There we will rise to meet the Lord,  

Then sin and death will be destroyed,  

And we will feast in endless joy,  

When Christ is ours forevermore.  

O sing hallelujah!  

Our hope springs eternal;  

O sing hallelujah!  

Now and ever we confess  

Christ our hope in life and death. 

O sing hallelujah!  

Our hope springs eternal;  

O sing hallelujah!  

Now and ever we confess  

Christ our hope in life and death. 

Now and ever we confess  

Christ our hope in life and death. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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This Week at St. Paul’s: April 18, 2021 

 

❖ Thanksgiving for the many volunteers who use their gifts to serve the Lord and St. Paul’s. 

❖ Prayer of Thanksgiving—Gary Baumgarten 

❖ Back Surgery—George Villarreal (4/21) 

❖ Wisdom for the leaders of our country 

❖ Blessings on the bold and faithful witness of persecuted Christians. 

 

SANCTUARY COVID CHANGES:  Here are a few things to consider: 

• If you feel comfortable sitting closer to people, consider sitting in the outside pews and leave the middle pews 

for those who may not feel quite as comfortable. 

• Continue to be mindful of other people and socially distance.  

• The 8:00 and 9:15 am services tend to be fuller than the other services. The Saturday service will still remain 

our service for those who would be classified as higher risk or for those who are simply looking for a smaller 

worship service to attend.  

In-person Worship Services: 

Thursdays, 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 5:00 pm 

Sundays, 8:00 am (Livestream option), 9:15 am (gymnasium), 10:30 am 

NEW STARTING POINT CLASS AT ST. PAUL’S 

Pastor Krause will be teaching a new “Starting Point” Bible class on Monday, April 26, at 6:00 pm. This class will be 

held weekly and runs about 15 weeks. “Starting Point” covers the main teachings of the Bible. It’s a great class for 

those new to Christianity. But it also serves as a great review for those who have been Christians for some time. Plan 

to attend! Invite a friend or share this invitation with someone who wants to know more about our Savior God! We’ll 

meet in person at church, but a virtual option will also be made available. Sign up at this link. Questions? Contact 

Pastor Krause: skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

GRATEFUL AND GROWING BOOKLET 

You should have received a Grateful and Growing mailing. The purpose of this mailing is to make sure everyone in 

our congregation has an opportunity to see what the Grateful and Growing proposal is all about and to see some of 

the tweaks and updates that have been made over the last few months. There’s also an opportunity to submit a 

survey if you did not fill out one back in the Fall/Winter. Extra Grateful and Growing booklets are available in the 

church lobby if you did not receive one through the mail. 

COLLEGE MINISTRY 

The College Ministry Committee is requesting the following information about each graduate:  

graduate’s name, school name, post graduation plan (for example: college name, military branch, workforce, 
undecided, etc.) 

If possible, please submit an electronic photo of your graduate. Requested information and photo may be sent to 
Nancy Maedke at nmaedke@yahoo.com. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef0ulrdG9igup7ASCHque4o4tz_HbCKn3kyB1M98YdlG11Iw/viewform
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:nmaedke@yahoo.com
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Support Groups 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER—FAITH INSPIRED 

A Knowledge is Power presentation will be held here on Saturday, May 1, from 9:00 am- 3:00 pm. It is intended to 

equip individuals and families with knowledge about mental health concerns and to provide ongoing support. This 

presentation will include the various topics of domestic abuse, anxiety, depression, victimization and moral injury. 

Click on this link for a list of topics and this link to read the bios of the presenters. 

Mark Your Calendars 

SPRING WORK DAY 

On Saturday, April 24, the Board of Trustees will be having a spring clean-up/work day from 8:00 am to noon. They 

are looking for volunteers to help do some work outside and around the building. They could use some extra rags, 

rakes, and any other cleaning tools that might be useful. All help is greatly appreciated! 

CLEAR YOUR CALENDAR FOR LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL'S BIG KNIGHT FUNDRAISER! 

Luther High School’s Big Knight Fundraiser event will be held Saturday, April 24, 2021 at Celebrations on the River in 

La Crosse. Doors open at 5:30 pm. 100% of the proceeds benefit the students of Luther High. Please go to this link 

or contact Christina Sherry at  608.783.5436 ext. 1134 or sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us for more information. 

FUN RUN/WALK 

St. Paul's Board of Outreach is planning for a St. Paul’s/Community Fun Run/Walk. Date to be determined. If 

interested in being part of the planning committee, please email Dan Braund at dancathybraund@gmail.com or 

Pastor Olson at dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org. 

PICK UP YOUR YARD SIGN TODAY 

The Board of Outreach has yard signs for members to place in their yards to promote St. Paul's Church and School 

with on-line and in-person worship. The sign has our new tag- line: God's Word, Our Hope. The signs may be picked 

up in church lobby. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO MOVE SOUND AND MUSIC EQUIPMENT   

We're looking for volunteers to help move sound and music equipment from classroom storage back onto the stage 

in the gym following our home volleyball games Friday, April 16 and Friday, April 30. With several helpers, it should 

take about 30 minutes. We'll begin following the games, about 8:30 pm. Contact Wendy Schibbelhut at 

wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org for more information or to volunteer. Thanks for considering! 

CUSTODIAL HELP NEEDED 

St. Paul’s has immediate openings for Full or Part-time Custodian positions to assist in maintaining cleanliness and 

general appearance of the facilities. Varying skills and abilities desired. Some small maintenance work may be 

included. Interested applicants should contact Operations Manager, Lydia Walter, at 608.783.2552 ext 233 for more 

details and to pick up an application. If you would like to volunteer to help clean as we seek additional staff, please 

sign up here or contact Lydia for more details. 

GOOD STEWARD REPORT AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Go to this link to view the full report and job posting. 

https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/ac833ccc-ab29-4482-940d-5ff0d3d9f219/Poster_Knowledge_is_Power_2021_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/6865902d-c41f-4eb4-986d-761505406d60/Speaker_Bios.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a/files/5c4d6f69-43d6-4d38-b6bb-6840ecf097f8/BG_Fundraiser_Poster.pdf
mailto:sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us
mailto:dancathybraund@gmail.com
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:wschibbelhut@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aa9ab2aa6fc1-church
file://///fs3/officestaff/BULLETIN/Good%20Steward%20report%20March%202021.pdf
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DONATE 

St. Paul's Lutheran desires that offerings come from a heart of thanks to their Risen Lord, not out of obligation. We 

thank God for every dollar given to support our ministry and view it as a generous response to the gospel. If you 

would like to make a donation to St. Paul's Lutheran, there are a few ways you can do that.   

Building project: Click on this link, click on "Give Online Now" and select the fund called: "Capital Improvement 

and Expansion" 

Electronic Giving: Go to this link 

Wish List: To give toward special projects outside of our budget please go to this link. 

 

WORSHIP WITH OUR CARE OF GOD’S WEALTH 

The total offerings were $ 32,925 ($24,723 needed to meet budget). 

The amount given to date is $ 1,048,224. 

(4/11/2021) The amount needed to date is $ 1,013,636. 
 

 

PASTORAL CONTACTS: 
Pastor Brett Ehlke  (608) 799.2717   behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Shane Krause  (608) 217.5660   skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org  

Pastor Dan Olson (608) 797.5793 dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org  

https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/9594e5043d297dd07795bd3d1b8d73ca
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org

