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Support each other with God's Word and sacraments  

Share Christ with our community and the world  

Serve others in Christian love 
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Contact Us  

Pastor Brett Ehlke 

behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.799.2717 

Pastor Shane Krause 

skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.217.5660 

Pastor Daniel Olson 

dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.797.5793 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Onalaska, WI  

stpaulsonalaska.org 

608.783.2552 

 

Sanctuary COVID Changes 
At its March meeting, our Church Council made some changes to 
our COVID policies for public worship.  As cases continue to de-
crease in our area, and as more people are returning to in-person 
worship, we want to continue to provide a worship space that will 
adequately serve the number of people we have attending and al-
so make people feel comfortable to be in worship. The Church 
Council has decided to remove the ropes for the pews on the out-
side of the sanctuary (the ropes for the middle pews will remain). 
We also have increased the sign-up capacity to 200 people at this 
time.   
 
Here are a few things to consider: 
1.If you feel comfortable sitting closer to people, consider sitting in 
the outside pews and leave the middle pews for those who may 
not feel quite as comfortable. 
2.Continue to be mindful of other people and socially distance. 
The 8 am and 9:15 am services tend to be fuller than the other 
services. The Saturday service will still remain our service for 
those who would  be classified as higher risk or for those who are 
simply looking for a smaller worship service to attend. 
 

Holy Week and Easter Worship: Please Sign-up! 
We are providing 5 different worship services for Easter Sunday 
(Sanctuary: 8 am, 9:15 am, 10:30 am and Gym: 8 am and 9:15 am 
– Note: there will be no Saturday night service that week-
end).  Over the last few weeks, not as many people have been 
signing up to attend worship services.  We have plans to do away 
with signing up for church after Easter since we are able to wor-
ship more people in the sanctuary.  However, we do ask that you 
sign up for church during Holy Week, especially for Easter 
Sunday.  Not only will that allow us to plan for seating and spac-
ing, but it will also help people who may want to attend a lesser 
attended service make appropriate plans for their worship.   You 
can go to our website for the sign-up sheet: 
www.stpaulsonalaska.org. 
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to any of the 
pastors.  God bless our Lenten journey and Easter celebration!  

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org
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New Life Springs from Christ 
 
Spring is here!  A time for new life.  After a cold, dark winter, it’s al-
ways a joy to see the days get longer, the sunlight stronger and 
more direct, the temperatures rise, and the brown blahs of late win-
ter are replaced with vibrant green grass and colorful spring flowers.  
The season of new life can’t help but lift your spirits. 
I don’t think it’s any coincidence that our Lord saw to it to give us 
Easter in the spring.  Easter always falls on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon after the vernal equinox (the first day of spring).  
That’s because Easter—and Good Friday, for that matter—are 
closely associated with Passover.  In fact, Jesus was crucified on 
the very day of the Old Testament Festival of Passover. 
 
Do you remember what Passover was all about?  The Israelites 
were enslaved in Egypt.  But God promised to set his people free 
from their slavery.  So he sent a plague—the plague of the firstborn.  
All the firstborn males in Egypt were put to death by the Angel of 

Death on that Passover night….except the firstborn males whose doorways were painted with the 
blood of the Lamb.  God had told his people to select a year old male lamb without blemish or defect.  
They were to kill it.  And they were to paint its blood on their doorframes.  And when the Angel of 
death passed through Egypt that night, he saw the blood of the Lamb on the doorframes and “passed 
over” that house.  The blood of the Lamb saved them! 
 
On Good Friday—the very day of the Passover celebration, we say, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sins of the world.” (John 1:29)  Jesus is our Passover Lamb, whose blood was shed 
and painted on our doorframe, so to speak, so that, when God sees the blood of the Lamb, his wrath 
passes over us.  We are saved by the blood of the Lamb! 
 
But Jesus didn’t remain dead.  He rose.  Three days later, he lives!  And that has eternal implications 
for us.  “Christ, the Life of All the Living; Christ the Death of Death our Foe.” Christ’s resurrection as-
sures us that after the winter of our death, we will spring to life again.  Christ’s resurrection assures us 
of our own resurrection from the dead. 
 
May God bless your celebration of Easter, which reminds us that our New Life Springs from Christ. 

Pastor Shane Krause 

The Big Knight is an annual fundraiser supporting Luther 
High School. This event is a dinner auction with 100% of the pro-
ceeds benefiting the students of Luther High. All who attend get to 
experience a PACKED silent auction followed by an elegant dinner 
and an INCREDIBLE live auction. Join us on Saturday, April 24, 
2021, for the annual Big Knight dinner auction at Celebrations on 
the River on French Island in La Crosse, WI (Social Distancing 

Followed). This event not only raises funds for tuition assistance, but is a night of exceptional auc-
tion items, great food, and fellowship with others who love Luther High School. Doors will open at 
5:30 pm with registration and the silent auction. Join us in supporting the students of Luther High 
School. We hope to see you there! If you have any questions, please contact the Mission Advance-
ment Office. Big Knight 
April 24, 2021 
John Byus         Christina Sherry 
Director of Mission Advancement      Mission Advancement Assistant 
byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us       sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us 
608-783-5435 x1132        608-783-5435 x1134 

mailto:byusjohn@luther.k12.wi.us
mailto:sherchri@luther.k12.wi.us
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Zoom Bible Study after Easter Moves Back to Wednesday 
Starting April 7, we’ll be starting a new Zoom Bible study on Wednesdays at 
6:30 pm . Pastor Ehlke will be leading a study on the Lord’s Prayer. If you’re 
already a part of the current Bible study group, there’s no need to sign-up. 
You will receive the zoom link each week for the class. If you haven’t 
attended the Zoom Bible study class this semester but would like to, let 
Pastor Ehlke know: behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org or head to our website (link 

to sign-up is on top part of home page): https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/  
 
New Starting Point Class at St. Paul’s 
Pastor Krause will be teaching a new “Starting Point” Bible class beginning on Monday, April 26 
at 6:00pm.  This class will be held weekly and runs about 15 weeks.  “Starting Point” covers the 
main teachings of the Bible. It’s a great class for those new to Christianity. But it also serves as a 
great review for those who have been Christians for some time. Plan to attend! Invite a friend or 
share this invitation with someone who wants to know more about our Savior God! We’ll meet in 
person at church, but a virtual option will also be made available. Sign up at  
stpaulsonalaska.org. Questions? Contact Pastor Krause: skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org. 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Mondays at 4 pm – In-person and zoom – Topic: Job 
 
Women’s Bible Class: Thursdays at 6:30 am – Zoom only – Topic: Mark 
 
Men’s Bible Class: Men of all ages are welcome to join the Saturday, 8:00 am Bible group at the 
Sand Lake Kwik Trip training center, 408 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska (two blocks north of St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church, Onalaska). Participants enter through the side door. We are currently 
studying the Book of Jeremiah. Join us as we fellowship around God’s Word and enjoy a cup of 
Karuba coffee. For more information call/text Steve Loehr 608.781.8832.  

Help for our Seniors 
One great way that we can respect our elders is by taking care of their needs (yardwork, grocery 
shopping, cleaning, etc.). The changes in our society because of Covid-19 as well as fear for our 
seniors who are a higher health risk gives the rest of our congregation an opportunity to serve them. 
If you are a senior in our congregation in need of any type of help, please let us know. Also, if you 
are a person in our church willing to help our seniors, please let us know. Contact the church office 
(info@stpaulsonalaska.org; 608-783-2552).  

Recovery in Christ 
Recovery in Christ will meet here Sundays, at 4:00 pm in the lower-level school library, and 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm at Coulee Recovery Center (933 Ferry St, La Crosse). Masks are available, 
social distancing practiced, and free Recovery Bibles are offered. Recovery in Christ applies the 
good news of Jesus to all addictions. Call/text Pastor Bill Bader (608.567.3038) to confirm day and 
time.  

Caring Christians-Mental Health 
Caring Christians- Mental Health will meet at First Lutheran in La Crosse on Monday, April 5 at 6:30 
p.m. The topic will be: Tools for coping with difficult times 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
https://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:info@stpaulsonalaska.org
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER—FAITH INSPIRIED 
Saturday May 1, 2021 

 9:00am – 3:00pm  

St Paul’s Lutheran Church 

1201 Main St  Onalaska, Wisconsin  

Please join us for our Knowledge is Power presentation. Mental health issues have dramatically in-
creased with Covid over the past year, specifically with suicide, anxiety, and depression. We are 
reaching out to individuals and families in the Onalaska area. It is intended to equip individuals and 
families with knowledge about mental health concerns and to provide ongoing support. Our presenta-
tion will include the various topics of domestic abuse, anxiety, depression, victimization and moral in-
jury. We encourage you to attend, to learn how to support loved ones who are suffering.  
 
When Christian Love Hurts—presented by Michelle Margraf, Director of Family Support Services of 
Kingdom Workers—Specializing in Domestic Abuse 

Victimization in the Youth & Adult Community  –presented by Rebecca Siehr, Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Professor  - Specializing in Victimology & Criminology   

Moral Injury—What is it & Why it Matters— Frontline Worker Support   

Presented by Philip Henselin Executive Director of Institutional Ministries Specializing in Moral Injury 
and PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder)  

Suicide Prevention QPR–(Question, Persuade, Refer)  presented by Deeatra Kajfosz, QPR Training 
Specialist  - Specializing in Suicide Prevention Mental Health 

This is a complimentary event sponsored by St. Paul’s Onalaska and  
Institutional Ministries. Please visit www.im.life beginning April 1, 2021 for 
event details, on-line registration & bios of speakers.  
 
Please extend our invitation to others in our community to learn about 
Knowledge is Power.  

Domestic Abuse Advocate Program Volunteers 
Last week Michelle Markgraf spoke at our church about Domestic Abuse. Our goal is to start an advo-
cate program and, someday, a support group for our church and for our area congregations.  You can 
watch her presentation on St. Paul's Youtube channel. If you or someone you know would like to vol-
unteer as an advocate, please contact Pastor Olson for more details (dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org; 
608-797-5793).  

Would you like to help local children in need?  

Family & Children’s Center has an opportunity for you to help make a difference in the life of a youth! 
Our Respite Care program is in need of individuals and families that are willing to provide safe and 
supportive respite services for youth in our area. Respite care can be provided in your own home, in 
the client's home, or in the community. If you are interested in learning more about becoming a certi-
fied provider, please reach out to Kelli Hanson at 608.668.2275 or khanson@fccnetwork.org. 

http://www.im.life
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=medweUaURr8&t=17s
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:khanson@fccnetwork.org
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April 

1. Matthew 22:1-14 

2. Matt. 22:15-46 

3. Matt. 23:1-22 

4. Matt. 23:23-39 

5. Matt. 24:1-31 

6. Matt. 24:32-25:13 

7. Matt. 25:14-46 

8. Matt. 26:1-16 

9. Matt. 26:17-29 

10. Matt. 26:30-56 

11. Matt. 26:57-75 

12. Matt. 27:1-14 

13. Matt. 27:15-31 

14. Matt. 27:32-50 

15. Matt. 27:51-66 

16. Matt. 28:1-20 

17. Jeremiah 26 

18. Jer. 27, 28 

19. Jer. 29 

20. Jer. 30:1-31:26 

21. Jer. 31:27-40 

22. Jer. 32, 33 

23. Jer. 34 

24. Jer. 35 

25. Jer. 36 

26. Jer. 37, 38 

27. Jer. 39-41 

28. Jer. 42, 43 

29. Jer. 44, 45 

30. Jer. 46, 47 

WOMEN IN CHRIST BOOK GROUP meets the 2
nd

 
Tuesday of each month in the Fireside area of 
church at 6:30 pm.  Our next meeting will be 
April 13, 2021 to discuss “A Month of Summer” 
by Lisa Wingate.  She is an author we have all 
enjoyed in the past.  For May we will read an-
other book by Cynthia Ruchti “They Almost Al-
ways Come Home”. We do wear masks and so-

cial distance. We do not meet during the summer. 

WOMEN IN CHRIST CRADLE ROLL (meets every oth-
er month on the first Thursday at 6:30 pm in the  
Fellowship Hall) Children who are enrolled in Cradle 
Roll receive periodic mailings and books every 6 
months until they are 4. The quiet bags are not in use 
as of now due to the pandemic. Our next meeting 
will be on May 6, 2021. 

Wish List 
If you would like to help fund special projects (outside our budget 
funding), please see the items on St. Paul’s Wish List. Follow the 
instructions at the bottom of the list on how to make a donation. Click 
the link below to go to the list or go to St. Paul’s website and on the 
menu at the top of the page, click Give and then Wish List. Master 
Wish List 

New Life Resource Center Spring 
Scrap-N-Craft Fundraiser 

WHAT Scrap Booking and Crafting Day  
WHERE Mt. Calvary Grace School, 1614 Park, La Crosse 
WHEN SATURDAY- APRIL 10, 2021-from 9 AM to 7 PM 
Before April 7th $30.00 After April 7th $35.00 
Your Reservation Includes/ Per Person 1/2 Table Work Space. You 
are only allowed a 4 ft. section of an 8 ft. table.  We do not have 
enough tables for each person to occupy a full table. Feel free to 
bring any extra tables to use for additional work space. 

WELS Connection 
Keep connected to what's going on around our synod. 

Click on the link for the monthly WELS connection. 
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/ 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/129hrjWB7tGzRv2H01_TCI9XosFDdk_e7fCHxjqKcTCs/edit#gid=837949952
https://wels.net/news-media/wels-connection/
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School News 
 
ATHLETICS 
The short B Team basketball season will come to an end on March 31.  The La 
Crosse Area Lutheran Schools Athletic Conference (LALSAC), continue to meet 
to discuss other possible athletic offerings, including some sports that were post-
poned from Fall.  Feel free to visit our website to find the latest information. 
 
ROBOTICS 
After a very successful rookie season for St. Paul’s Lutheran School in the VEX 
IQ robotics competition last year, pandemic guidelines permitted little opportunity 
to return this year.  As case counts declined in our community and state, and as 
we began offering athletics, we decided to give students the opportunity for a dif-
ferent kind of robotics competition this year. Teams of seventh and eighth graders 
will compete in something like a Battlebots competition, with the objective to ei-
ther incapacitate an opponent or force their opponent into the “Pit of Despair.” The short season will 
end with the competition on April 9. 
 
PRESCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN, and OLDER GRADES 2021-2022 
St. Paul’s did not host a typical “Early Childhood Open House” this January. Instead, our teachers 
produced some videos and materials to share with interested families. We are currently accepting 
reservations for three-year-old and four-year-old preschool, as well as applications for grades K-8. If 
you or someone you know is interested in a Christ-centered preschool or K-8 education at St. 
Paul’s, please contact our office (608-738-2552; office@stpaulsonalaska.org). 
 
WISCONSIN PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM 
St. Paul’s participates in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program. The application period runs  
February 1 – April 15, 2021.  All students currently enrolled through the program must complete an 
online application and submit residency documentation to continue in the program. 
 
In addition to completing the online application and submitting appropriate documentation to prove 
residency, any NEW student enrolling in the WPCP must also meet income level qualifications.  You 
may find the information at the DPI website, or on the School Choice Wisconsin website.  There are 
also eligibility requirements about grade level and previous year enrollment that can also be found 
on the School Choice Wisconsin website.  If you still are unsure whether or not your child is eligible 
for the WPCP, please contact our office.  (office@stpaulsonalaska.org)  
 
Enrollment for Wisconsin Parental Choice Program is open from February 1 – April 15.  Par-
ents are strongly urged to complete the online application and submit necessary documenta-
tion to our office by April 7 to allow for any necessary corrections.  Applications with all sup-
porting documentation must be completed during those dates.  There are NO exceptions. 
 
GREAT THINGS HAPPENING AT ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

How is sound produced?  Why does a flute made of plastic sound 
different from a flute made of metal?  If my “guitar” has metal 
strings, but yours has nylon strings, will they sound different? 
These awesome St. Paul’s students not only learned about the sci-
ence of sound, they also built their own instruments!  Check out 
their creative ways to produce sound using vibrating columns of air, 
vibrating strings, vibrating pieces of metal, and more. 
 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVES 2021-2022 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
There are no major changes to the calendar from this year.  We will again have 1:00 pm early re-
lease days on some Fridays to allow our teacher-coaches to attend faculty meetings.  There will be a 
leadership workshop for grades 7 & 8 on August 24.  All other grades begin on August 25. 
 
SUPPORTING THOSE TRAINING FOR THE FULL-TIME PUBLIC MINISTRY 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church currently has five members studying at Martin Luther College for the full-
time public ministry.  St. Paul’s has a fund that has been used for many years to provide financial as-
sistance to these people.  Gifts have ranged from $200 to $500 based on the year of training, and 
recipients have been very grateful for the support. 
 
Martin Luther College has been concerned about growing student debt.  In 2015, they found that 
75% of graduates carried debt averaging $25,500.  Since that time, MLC began the Congregational 
Matching Grants Program.  The program encourages congregations to provide financial assistance to 
members studying at MLC, offering to match up to $1,000 per student.  St. Paul’s has taken ad-
vantage of the program since its inception, but funding has not allowed us to take full advantage.  
Would you help us provide $1,000 per St. Paul’s member studying at MLC so that we can maximize 
the matching grant they receive?  Donations can be made to the Ministry Support Fund of St. Paul’s.  
Contact Principal Benjamin Bain for more information. 
 
MEET MARTIN LUTHER COLLEGE STUDENT CAMERON SCHROEDER 

Cameron Schroeder was a junior at Luther High School when he decided 
to attend Martin Luther College to study to become a pastor.  Cameron 
credits the decision to encouragement from a few of his teachers.  Camer-
on is in this third year of the preseminary program at MLC with an empha-
sis in Spanish ministry. 
 
What led to Cameron choosing an emphasis in Spanish ministry?  He 
says he has LOVED Spanish since sitting in class with Señora (Becky) 
Lussky’s classes at Luther High School.  With his love of Spanish,  
Cameron is keeping an open mind about the possibility of serving as a 
shepherd in a foreign mission field. 
 
What is something Cameron loves about MLC?  The culture!   
“Since we are all ultimately focused on the same goal of public ministry, 
the school and student body celebrates everything that comes with the 
college experience the path to that goal, whether it's using our talents for 

athletics, music, other extracurricular activities, or simply enjoying campus activities and the Chris-
tian community that we are surrounded by. It just feels like home here.” 

 
What excites Cameron about serving in the public ministry?  The relationships.  He is excited about 
teaching Bible and Catechism classes, visiting with members in their homes or at the hospital, and all 
the ways he will get to build relationships with God’s people.  “It’s those relationships and the oppor-
tunity to share Jesus in them that makes my heart race.” 

(Continued from page 6) 

Student Assistance Funds for Those Preparing for Ministry 
Remember to support St. Paul’s two student assistance funds we use to assist young men and women studying 
for the teaching and preaching ministry.  
 
The Student Support – Ministerial fund (SSM) for men and women who are attending Martin Luther College to 
prepare to be teachers or pastors needs about $3,000-4,000 each year.  
 
The Student Support – Pastoral fund (SSP) for men who are training at the seminary to be pastors needs 
about $700-1,400 each year. 


