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Trusting His Plan 
Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.”  
 
I looked at a document that I wrote up last 
month where I wrote down a number of plans 
and goals that I had for the church through 
March and April. COVID-19 was not a part of 
that plan. The governor shutting down busi-
nesses and schools and public worship was not 

a part of that plan. This is a similar feeling that was going through 
the minds of the Jews when this verse from Jeremiah was written. A 
few months earlier they would have never imagined that the Babylo-
nians were going to overtake their city, burn their homes and busi-
nesses and haul them off to a foreign country. Yet, as they walked 
toward a future that was very uncertain to them, the Lord makes this 
promise. "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” Though this wasn’t a part of their plan, it was a part of God’s 
plan. What God wants them to see is that this plan is not meant “to 
harm you". Because that’s what they were all thinking. They (and 
we) think, “God is punishing us for our unfaithfulness and our apa-
thetic spiritual lives. "God promises them that his plan throughout all 

(Continued on page 2) 

Pastor Dan Olson 

Because of the uncertainty of scheduled events, we are asking members to 
check google calendar on our webpage, stpaulsonalaska.org,  

this month instead of a published calendar 

mailto:behlke@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:skrause@stpaulsonalaska.org
mailto:dolson@stpaulsonalaska.org
stpaulsonalaska.org
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Ideas For Staying In God’s Word If   

You Don’t Have Internet 
 
 
† Radio ministry - WKTY 580 AM – Sunday mornings at 8am 

† TV Ministry – Time of Grace – Channel 8 (CBS) at 7am 

† Daily read the “Thru My Bible” Bible reading lessons that are 
found in this newsletter 

† Your staff at St. Paul’s will be happy to drop off or send via mail 
anything that would help you: a copy of the sermon, bulletin and 
bible study from the week before, a new meditations booklet, or 
anything else that would help you with your spiritual life.  

† Give us a call and let us know how we can help you with your 
spiritual life! Depending on how long our lives will be affected by 
this virus, we will be trying out new ways to reach people with 
God's Word.  If you have ideas, please let us know. 

Thru My Bible 

April 

1. Numbers 33-35 

2. Mark 1:1-15 

3. Mk. 1:16-34 

4. Mk. 1: 35-2:12 

5. Mk. 2:13-3:6 

6. Mk. 3:7-19a 

7. Mk. 3:19b-35 

8. Mk. 4:1-20 

9. Mk. 4:21-34 

10. Mk. 4:35-5:20 

11. Mk. 5:21-6:6a 

12. Mk. 6:6b-30 

13. Mk. 6:31-56 

14. Mk. 7:1-23 

15. Mk. 7:24-37 

16. Mk. 8:1-26 

17. Mk. 8:27-38 

18. Mk. 9:1-29 

19. Mk. 9:30-50 

20. Deuteronomy 1 

21. Dt. 2 

22. Dt. 3 

23. Dt. 4:1-40 

24. Dt. 4:41-5:33 

25. Dt. 6 

26. Dt. 7 

27. Dt. 8 

28. Dt. 9:1-10:11 

29. Dt. 10:12-11:32 

30. Dt. 12, 13 

this, is that they prosper and that they have a beautiful future. God wants 
the same for us. While we may have to go through some difficult times 
throughout this pandemic, the Lord reminds us that this is his plan and 
that his intention for his people is that we prosper. The Lord decided long 
ago that this pandemic would be best for his kingdom and his people. 
How? I don’t know. The Lord doesn’t tell us. He simply tells us that it’s his 
plan, and that he has every intention of working this out for the good of his 
kingdom (Romans 8:28). And so, faith would have us trust in him, more 
than in our own wisdom. So may our prayer throughout this unique time in 
history be similar to our Savior’s prayer as he prayed with drops of blood 
hours before he went to the cross, “Lord, your will be done.” Through 
great pain, he brought about our salvation. Now, through great pain, God 
is doing something amazing through this coronavirus. May the Lord help 
us trust HIS plan. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Membership Changes 

 

Receive by TRANSFER FROM other WELS congregations 

*John & *Kay Wiedenbeck from Risen Savior, McFarland, WI. 

*Ryan Lussky from St. Johns, Wauwatosa, WI. 

Receive by ADULT CONFIRMATION 

*Megan Blanchard 
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Dear members of St. Paul's, 
Changes have seemed constant these last few weeks. What great comfort to know that our Savior, his promis-
es, and his great love for us never change! Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. -
Hebrews 13:8 
 
Here’s a brief update on our ministry at St. Paul’s with the recent changes due to COVID-19. Our Wednesday 
Lent services will be live streamed at 2 pm and will be archived so that people can access it throughout the day/
week. Our Sunday morning services will be live streamed at 8 am and will also be archived so people can make 
use of it when it’s convenient for them.  Click here to access the services: Livestream. The pastors will be also 
providing home Bible studies that will be based on the sermon so that people can have something that will allow 
them to study a bit more and apply the sermon to their lives. Those will be posted on our home page: 
www.stpaulsonalaska.org. For the rest of the week (except weekends and Wednesdays), the pastors will be 
posting daily devotions on our Facebook page. We are thankful that so many of you and people throughout our 
community and country have been able to connect with us through our website and Facebook! 
 
If you have a desire to receive the Lord’s Supper this month, please contact the office or one of the pastors. We 
will do our best to accommodate in a way that allows us to be safe and in compliance with the state’s  
temporary mandates. 
 
Some have also asked about offerings. This situation is one of the blessings of percentage giving to the Lord, 
that is that we give our offerings in proportion to our income. We realize that some have been or will be financial-
ly affected by everything going on, and so we give that encouragement to continue to prayerfully consider how 
God has blessed you and decide on a percentage of income that you will return back to him. And so the amount 
may increase or decrease based on life’s circumstances but the percent stays the same. We trust the Lord will 
continue to provide for our ministry through the generous offerings that our people give, and we encourage you 
to consider how you can continue to do that despite the changes that have been taking place. For those able, 
now would be a good time to especially consider how you can support the ministry that we do together here. 
You can mail in your offering or use e-giving: http://www.stpaulsonalaska.org/give. The office will be open 
weekdays from 9 am to 12 noon, but we ask that people keep their distance unless otherwise necessary. 
 
We’ve been making some phone calls to our members and our goal is to reach out to every family in our congre-
gation. If you have a need of some kind or know someone with a need and would like to reach out to one of the 
pastors, please definitely do so. 
 
We thank you for your patience and understanding during these changes. We thank especially individuals who 
have helped us with live-streaming, website/Facebook updates, and worship. Consider how you can show 
Christian love and witness to the people you encounter whether by sharing one of our messages or by making a 
few phone calls and checking in with people. 
 
Lord’s Blessings, Your Pastoral Team  

What Good is God planning through this Pandemic?  

“God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done” (Genesis 5:20) This verse comes at the end of 

one of the most detailed life stories in the bible: Joseph. At a young age, his brothers hated him so much that they 

sold him into slavery. It seemed things were looking up when he worked for Potiphar, only to land himself in pris-

on. Long story short, he ends up being the 2nd in command in Egypt and saved countless lives because of a fam-

ine that was coming. The Lord used these difficulties for good. 

When we consider this pandemic, what good comes out of it? That is a dangerous question to ask, because we 

aren’t able to jump into the mind of God and know his full plan. However, there are already a number of blessings 

that can be seen coming out of this pandemic.  

- This last week 11,000 people visited our facebook page. Your pastors’ daily devotions are being viewed by 
about 1000 people a day on facebook. 

- This last Sunday (3/22) 1800 people went to our website. People are not only stuck with nothing to do, but they 
are afraid and looking for comfort in God’s Word.It seems we are reaching more people with the gospel now than 

https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=39f713fd51&e=6df2a36e87
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=efc036b97a&e=6df2a36e87
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=fd93453a96&e=6df2a36e87
https://stpaulsonalaska.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d2944552b97c3bbba9629854a&id=8ef8e23b69&e=6df2a36e87
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Facing COVID-19 together:  A Message From Our Synod President 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33). 

 
Events of the recent weeks and days surely remind us that Jesus’ words describing the  
trouble that we will experience in this world are all too true. But especially in times of trouble 
like these, we will want always to remember the rest of what he told us: He has overcome the 

world. Our times are still in his hands. He will never leave us or forsake us. No matter how dark the days, he  
remains our light and salvation; whom (or what) shall we fear? 
 
Throughout our synod, various areas of ministry, congregations, and schools have already been affected by the 
current health crisis and have been taking steps to respond. And, as the situation continues to change, many 
more decisions will likely need to be made in the days and weeks to come. The synod has taken various actions 
in response to government recommendations and mandates, and, after much prayer, other decisions have been 
made based on common sense and an abundance of caution. To do our part in helping to limit the spread of 

(Continued on page 5) 

ever before!March 15th, we just happened to completely finish the technology upgrade in the sanctuary so that we 
can provide the high quality streaming that people can see.This was a project that took several months and we did 
it without knowing that a coronavirus pandemic was on its way.Thank God for his timing! 

- I had one school parent tell me that they are loving the time that they have to go through their child’s bible history 
lesson together as a family.In some families, God’s Word is being talking about in the home through the parents 
more than ever before. 

- Many other churches are starting to put sermons, full worship services, bible studies, Sunday School lessons, etc 
online where previously they had very little online presence.I personally have been forced to learn how to teach 
classes, hold meetings and do counseling through the internet so that more people can hear the gospel.The Lord is 
pushing us to go outside of our comfort zone!  

- Our pastors are calling our members to make sure that everyone is ok, and we've had a lot of great conversations.
(Of course, that means it's going to take a lot longer to get through our entire membership list.So if you haven't 
been called yet, be patient.Or call us!) We've also found that many other members are already calling each other. 
So feel to pick up your church directory and your phone and call a Christian friend just to see how they are 
doing.That's showing the love of Christ. 

- Appreciation for the Lord’s Supper - I’ve had more people ask me in the past week about when they can take the 
Lord’s Supper, than ever before in my ministry.When something is taken away from us, we tend to appreciate it 
more.a blessing! 

- Appreciation for Christian fellowship - That is true not only for the Lord’s Supper but also with gathering together 
as a church family for worship.Some are not only dealing with a desire to get together with other people, but 
specifically to get together with other Christians. I pray we never take the blessing of Christian fellowship for 
granted. 

Obviously, the blessings that we can see now coming out of this pandemic are only a sliver God’s entire plan. The 

rest we can only imagine and smile about.  

- How many family bonds are growing through this pandemic where previously everyone was just too busy?How 
many meaningful phone conversations are being had between friends when previously there just wasn’t time? How 
many opportunities do people have to show the love of Christ by dropping off groceries for someone?How many 
people are getting to know their neighbors for the first time in years because they are out for a walk or on their front 
porch craving conversation? 

- Most importantly, how is God going to advance his kingdom through this pandemic? How will this improve the 
spiritual apathy of some? How many will come to faith through a chain reaction that started in an invisible virus 
somewhere in China? I don't know. But I'm thankful the Lord does. May his will be done! 

(Continued from page 3) 

https://wels.net/facing-covid-19-together-a-message-from-our-synod-president/
https://wels.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/700x411-TogetherPresidentSchroeder2020.jpg
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COVID-19, the synod has placed a moratorium on all non-essential  
foreign and domestic air travel for synod personnel. Meetings at the WELS Center for Mission and Ministry have 
been postponed or canceled. Martin Luther College, Luther Preparatory School, and Michigan Lutheran  
Seminary have canceled in-person classes through the Easter break. 
 
As the situation changes, WELS congregations will be faced with making difficult decisions about how gospel 
ministry and congregational worship will be carried out in the coming weeks and months. Here are some im-
portant points to consider: 
 
The Fourth Commandment and other words of Scripture remind us not only to show respect and obedience to 
governmental authorities, but also to remember them in our prayers as they make decisions to safeguard our 
nation. 
 
According to the Fifth Commandment, we have the responsibility not to do anything to hurt or harm our neighbor 
(or ourselves, for that matter), but to help our neighbor in times of need. God’s Word reminds us of the im-
portance and blessing of worship and encourages us to make faithful use of the means of grace. 
 
How do we apply these biblical principles at a time like this? The Centers for Disease Control has recently rec-
ommended that for the next eight weeks, public gatherings should be limited to no more than 50 people. Some 
local governmental bodies have already gone further, issuing an outright ban on public gatherings of 50 people 
or more. Restrictions could become even tighter than that in the coming days and weeks. What does this mean? 
 
While we can make recommendations, the synod does not have the authority to mandate uniform actions by all 
of our congregations. Rather, congregations will need to make their own responsible decisions about worship 
gatherings, depending on local circumstances and governmental restrictions. 
 
Respect for our government, Christian love for our fellow citizens, and proper concern for our own health may 
require congregations to alter their worship plans. In some places, services may need to be canceled to comply 
with government mandates. In other places, congregations may decide to offer more service times to keep gath-
erings below the recommended or mandated limit. Congregations that cancel services are encouraged to find 
alternate means, such as live streaming worship, sermons, and Bible classes. Congregations that do not have 
the ability to do this may want to make their members aware of other congregations that do. In some cases, 
emailed sermons and devotional materials might be considered. Congregations can also equip parents with re-
sources that can be used in family devotions. Our trust in the efficacy of God’s Word reassures us that his Word 
works even when public worship gatherings are not possible. 
 
Recognize that this is an extraordinary opportunity to let our light shine in the ways that our congregations and 
their members serve the people in their communities in Christian love. 
 
In times such as these, as your local ministry strives to meet these challenges, your continuing and regular offer-
ings are as vital as ever. God’s work must go on. 
 
We ask you to be patient with us. We are doing the best we can to provide information and guidance in this diffi-
cult time. And we ask for your prayers that God will guide us with wisdom and faith as we make what will likely 
be difficult decisions. 
 
So it is with God’s church in these last days. We know that Satan is doing all he can to silence the proclamation 
of God’s saving gospel. We know that our enemy from hell tries to use events like this to drive a wedge between 
God and his people. But we also know that God can and will cause even this crisis to work together for the good 
of those who love him. He will use this to drive us to the cross of our Savior, where he gave himself to make us 
his own. And he will lead us to the open door of the empty tomb, where he demonstrated his complete victory 
over Satan, sin, and death. 
 
May our gracious God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Preserver, keep you strong in your faith and confident in his 
promises. 
Serving with you in Christ,  
WELS President Mark Schroeder 

(Continued from page 4) 



6 

Jesus Heals a Leper 
In Jesus’ day, those with leprosy were shunned and separated from society. No one wanted to be 
around a person with leprosy, and certainly no one would ever touch a leper. Yet, in Matthew 8:3, 
Jesus touched a leper and healed him!  Incredible!  Jesus’ love and power to heal instantly changed 
the man’s life.  He no longer need be an outcast of society, and he once again could enjoy hugs 
and handshakes with those he loved.  (You may find a clip of this scene from the visual Bible on 
YouTube.) 
 
With the COVID-19 pandemic spanning the globe, this moment in Jesus’ life seems to have more 
meaning to me.  Perhaps it does for you, too.  The social distancing encouraged in our communities 
is forcing us apart from one another.  While technology today minimizes the impact of social dis-
tancing, it is still rather painful.  Technology enables us to communicate in many ways, even using 
video chat to be able to see facial expressions and more.  Yet, it is strange to gather with good 
friends and not shake hands or give hugs.  If you are familiar with The Five Love Languages by 
Gary Chapman, you may understand that physical touch is an important part of feeling loved for 
many people. 
 
Matthew quotes Isaiah later in chapter 8: “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”  Je-
sus did that with the leper.  He took the leprosy from him!  Our Savior loves His people dearly.  He 

took the burden of our sin on Himself, and He can take the burden of illness, too.  May you find 
comfort right now in His power over disease. 
 
Wisconsin Parental Choice Program 
St. Paul’s will continue to participate in the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program for the 2020-2021 
school year.  Because St. Paul’s was able to enter the program under Luther High School, there 
are no grade level restrictions for one more year. 
 
Who is eligible?  Any student residing in Wisconsin whose family meets the income requirements. 
 
Families should check the Department of Public Instruction website to find more information.  The 
online application is also completed through the DPI website.   
 
Families who are currently taking advantage of the WPCP must submit an application EACH YEAR 
to continue in the program.  You WILL need to verify your residency again, submitting the appropri-
ate documentation to our office.  You will NOT need to verify income again for any returning chil-
dren, but you WILL need to qualify income for any new children joining the program.   
 
Enrollment for Wisconsin Parental Choice Program is open from February 3 – April 16.  Par-
ents are strongly urged to complete the online application and submit necessary documen-
tation to our office by April 8 to allow for any necessary corrections. Applications with all 
supporting documentation must be completed during those dates. There are NO exceptions. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

This article was inspired by a devotion by Jonathan Bourman titled “Coronavirus: Coming Out 
of the Crowd” on the Bread for Beggars website. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7oJ3SDmVTA
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/Choice/Student_Application_Webpage/income_limit_all_programs_2020-21_final.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs
https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/choice-programs/student-applications
https://www.breadforbeggars.com/2020/03/coronavirus-coming-out-of-the-crowd/
https://www.breadforbeggars.com/2020/03/coronavirus-coming-out-of-the-crowd/
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Presently, St. Paul’s has 65 Choice applications, with more antici-
pated.  There are 6 students from 5 families currently attending 
St. Paul’s on a Choice voucher that we would expect to return on 
a Choice voucher.  There have also been inquiries from other 
families.  Of the 65 applications, 9 are for NEW students to our 
school, two of which are younger siblings of current St. Paul’s 
families.  This means we have the possibility of adding 4 new 
families to our school for 2020-2021.  In addition, 11 students 
from 6 current St. Paul’s families are taking advantage of the 
WPCP for the first time.  What a blessing to those families! 
 
In the table, we have seats reserved for full-time Kindergarten – 
that’s the 9 – and half-time Kindergarten – that’s the 2 in paren-
theses.  As the Choice administrator, I needed to submit how 
many seats we would make available in each grade in January. I 
have the ability to INCREASE the number of seats in early May, if 
we have space to do so. If we are unable to match the number of seats with the number of applica-
tions, the state uses a procedure to determine which families will get the seats. 
 
School Closure for COVID-19 
As mandated by Gov. Evers, St. Paul’s Lutheran School has closed its doors to students indefinitely.  
On Tuesday, March 17, families were able to schedule a time to come into the school building to 
gather materials in preparation for distance learning experiences.  Our teachers provided packets 
and various online resources.  They are keeping in contact with parents and students through Par-
ent Square, Google Classroom, Edmodo, phone calls, FaceTime, and other means.  Our mission 
remains to partner with parents and congregation to provide a Christ-centered education, but the 
means of delivery are now very different.  Please pray for our teachers and school families as they 
work through the rather abrupt changes to our education made necessary by the pandemic. 
 
2020-2021 School Calendar 
The Board of Education has approved our 2020-2021 School Year Calendar.  There are a few 
changes worth noting.  First, we will dismiss at 1:00 on early release days.  Second, there are more 
early release days in the year to accommodate faculty meetings that do not interfere with coaching 
responsibilities.  Third, seventh and eighth graders begin a day earlier than other grades for some 
leadership training.  Finally, preschool sessions begin on the same day that kindergarten through 
sixth graders begin. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Grade Seats 
Availa-

Current 
Applica-

K4 7 7 

K 9(2) 9 

1 10 10 

2 5 4 

3 9 11 

4 4 2 

5 4 7 

6 4 2 

7 8 9 

8 5 4 


