
July 4, 2021     Acts 16:25-32 - “Rejoice in Your Freedom”          Pastor Brett Ehlke 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” These are not the words of God but are 

some of the opening words to the Declaration of Independence written and signed in 1776.  If there was one word to 

describe our country and why the Declaration of Independence was written, I think that word would be freedom.  Our 

country is based on the idea of freedom.  Freedom of speech.  Freedom of religion.  Freedom from tyranny and dictatorship.  

Our country is all about freedom. Much of what you’ve heard people argue about over this last year has to do with freedom.   

The question I want you to think about today is this: how do you use the freedom you have in this country?  Do you view the 

freedom you have as an opportunity for you to benefit?  Do you use the freedom you have to serve others?   

Let’s look at our lesson: Paul’s on his 2nd missionary journey, and he’s taken Silas along with him.  Along the way, they’ve 

been picking up people – Timothy and now Luke are with them.  Last week we heard how at Troas Paul received a vision 

from the Lord telling him to sail to a region called Macedonia.  A few days after they arrive in Macedonia, they head to a city 

called Philippi. Things start off well here. A woman named Lydia along with her family come to faith in Christ.  

But not long after that, Paul and Silas run into some problems.  It all starts when Paul heals a slave girl possessed by an evil 

spirit. Her owners didn’t like that very much because they used to make money through fortune-telling.  Because it hurt 

their wallets, they drag Paul and Silas before their local leaders.  They start accusing them of rebelling against Roman 

customs and government, and it’s almost like a mob is formed against them. Luke tells us this:  “The crowd joined in the 

attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrate ordered them to be stripped and beaten. After they had been severely 

flogged, they were thrown into prison.”  

Can you imagine being Paul and Silas? Here we go again! As I was reading through these verses and pictured what I would 

have said, it probably would have sounded like this: “Lord, just days ago, you told us to come here. To be beaten? Thrown 

into prison?  That’s not really what we had in mind. Is all of this really worth it?” But listen to how they react:  “About 

midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God.” They were singing, blood likely dripping from their bodies 

still.  It wasn’t a happy time but they turn to the Lord in prayer and they start singing.   

I think it’s easy at times to ask, “Is it really worth it?” Is it worth it to live my Christian life when many at work do the 

opposite?  Is it worth it to invite my friends to church when I’m pretty sure they’re not going to come? Is it worth it to talk to 

someone about Jesus when I’m pretty sure they’re going to look at me weird?  Is it really worth it? 

Paul and Silas would say “Of course It is.”  Why could they continue to sing praises to God when they were just beaten?  

Why could they continue their work when they face opposition again and again?  Why could they be ok with losing their 

personal freedom and being thrown into prison?  It’s because Jesus gives a freedom that’s greater than any sort of political, 

earthly freedom we may have.  They were perfectly content in the situation they found themselves in because of that 

freedom in Christ.   

That’s because there was something that bound Paul more serious than those shackles. It’s something that once bound us 

too. It was sin.  So serious that Paul says in Romans that we were once “slaves to sin” (Romans 6:20). Doesn’t it show itself in 

so many different ways?  The sin that just kind of hangs on us.  We try to get rid of it, but it keeps popping up again and 

again.  Sin enslaves.   Paul knew that slavery very well – as one who hated Jesus so much, he persecuted his followers.  But 

he also came to know the freedom that Jesus gives.  It’s his unconditional, unearned love and forgiveness.  It’s the freedom 

that comes from knowing that Jesus has died to take away every sin.  It’s the freedom that there is no sin too great or too 

small that Christ didn’t die to take it away.  What that means is that you don’t need to prove yourself to God, or jump 

through a bunch of hoops, or constantly live in fear of God.  Because in Christ, we have forgiveness.  We have freedom.   

In a Bible class back in May, I talked about a woman named Corrie ten Boom. She was a Christian who lived in Holland during 

WWII.  She and her family were arrested and thrown into a concentration camp because they helped Jewish people escape 



the Holocaust.  Her own sister died in the concentration camp.  And then years later, one day she encountered one of the 

cruelest Nazi guards, and he came up to her.  He confessed his sin to her and asked for her forgiveness.   Initially, she said 

she couldn’t forgive him.  It was too hard.  Too painful.  And then she remembered how in Christ God had forgiven her and 

had freed from her sin.  Then she took his hands and shared with him that she had forgiven him….more importantly, Christ 

had.  Her freedom in Christ led her not to think about herself but led her to use her freedom to share Christ. 

That led to Paul and Silas to praise the Lord even in jail, even after being beaten.  But it gets even more interesting after that.  

Luke tells us that around midnight as Paul and Silas were singing, there was a violent earthquake sent by God, and 

miraculously all of their chains and shackles fell off, and the prison doors flung wide open.  Once again, if I were them, I 

probably would have taken off and run away as fast as I could. But they don’t.  Listen to Luke: The jailer woke up, and when, 

he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had 

escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling 

before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in 

the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – you and your household.  

The jailer wakes up and sees the doors wide open.  He figures everyone is gone and knows that he’ll be held responsible – 

that his punishment would be death – his life for theirs.  He panics and decides to take matters into his own hands.  But from 

the prison cell, Paul yells out and lets him know that no one had left.  With everything that had happened, the jailer knows 

he’s dealing with an almighty god and realizes that he needs to know who this god is. He runs into their cell and asks them, 

“What must I do to be saved?” He’s asking, “How can I get on this god’s good side?  What can I do to save myself from him?” 

Notice their answer.  It’s not, “Do a bunch of good things.”  It’s not, “Well, you need to try really hard, love God, and he’ll 

love you back.”  It’s not, “Live a good life, and God will take it easy on you.” It’s very specific – “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 

you will be saved.”  Their message was this – Jesus has done everything.  Jesus has taken away your sins and fixed your 

relationship with God. Now believe in him. 

That freedom not only allowed Paul and Silas to endure persecution but it also led them to stay in that prison cell and share 

their faith.  I think it would’ve been easy to say… “hey, we’re free…let’s get out of here!”  But they stayed.  Because they 

wanted that jailer and his family to know Christ.  

Paul was actually a Roman citizen, and that was a big deal.  There are a number of times when Paul would make use of the 

freedoms he had as a Roman citizen…later on in the chapter, he made use of it.  But whenever he did, it wasn’t for his own 

benefit, but it was really for the benefit of the gospel.   

As we reflect the earthly freedom we have in our country, we recognize that’s not something God has promised us.  There’s 

a big difference between the freedom we have in our country and the freedom we have in Christ.  One’s an earthly freedom.  

The other is a spiritual one.   

What does the freedom that your Savior gives prompt you to do? It leads us not to think what’s best for me but how it can 

help spread the gospel.   It leads to live their faith at times when it’s very hard to.  It leads husbands and wives to carry out 

what God has called them to do in their marriage.  It leads parents to carry out their responsibilities and raise their children 

to know Jesus and his forgiveness.  It leads us to live our faith at work and at home.  Even when there doesn’t seem to be 

much freedom in our lives, it leads us to set aside our personal freedoms to serve our Savior and one another.  It changes 

how you look at the freedoms we have in this country, right?  We enjoy them.  We thank God for them.  But then we use 

them.  Not to serve ourselves.  But to serve others.  To share with people that Christ gives an even greater freedom. 

Is that really worth it – to live my faith, to serve my neighbor, to share my faith?  The answer is “Yeah, it is.” Because the 

Lord has called you to do so in whatever situation in life you find yourself, because the Lord gives you an even greater 

freedom in Jesus, and because the Lord will impact people through you.  Rejoice in your freedom and live it every single day.  

Thank God for the freedoms you have in this country and then think about this question.  How can you use that freedom to 

serve your neighbor and share Christ?  Amen.  


