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Last week, Lori and I went to visit her family in Colorado Springs.  When we visit, we usually spend time talking about church and 

how things are going.  In one conversation, her dad was talking about one of the churches they belonged to either in Tennessee or 

Arizona.  He said when they moved to the area, they met with the pastor, and at the end of the visit, he said something like this: 

“Well, we’d be glad to have you join our church, but before you do, I want to know something. There’s one thing we require of 

every single person who becomes a member here.”  Her parents were a little confused and were kind of wondering what the 

requirement was going to be.  Do we have to give a certain amount of money?  Do we need to volunteer a certain amount of 

times?  Then the pastor said this: “In order to be a member here, you have to be a sinner.”  I think that’s a pretty statement, and 

obviously it made an impact on my in-laws because they remember it 20-30 years later.  That’s a good reminder for us too.  It’s a 

good reminder why we come to church and why we’re part of this family of believers.  We don’t come here for social reasons.  We 

don’t come here to listen to a TED talk that simply gives us a self-help type of boost for our lives or simply just makes us feel good.  

We come here because every single day we are in a spiritual battle.  And there are plenty times over this past week, you’ve lost 

that battle and fell into sin.  Same is true for me.  And so, we come here because we desperately to receive grace and mercy from 

our Savior and be reminded of what he has done to take away our sin.   

But a comment like that is a good reminder for another reason.  If you turn to the person to your right and to your left, what do 

you see?  If you look at the guy standing right here, what do you see?  You see sinners.  You see people struggling and fighting 

against sin in their spiritual lives.  You see people who often fail to live the life God wants them to live.  You see people who need 

grace and mercy from their Savior.  This place isn’t for perfect people.  This place is for sinners.  

So I want you to think about this question: How does that truth impact the way you view, interact, and welcome people here, 

especially people who may have never set a foot in here before or people who from an earthly point of view are very different 

than you. They might look different.  Have different customs.  Come from a different background.  What about those folks you 

encounter in your earthly callings – your neighbors, your coworkers, your friends.   

Last week, we traveled with Paul and Barnabas to the island of Cyprus.  After that, they head north to a city called Pisidian 

Antioch.  That’s in present day Turkey.  As we travel along, we’ll see a pattern.  When Paul and Barnabas arrive to a new place, 

they usually start at the synagogue (if there is one).  You’ll notice a bulk of this lesson isn’t included in the sermon text.  That’s 

actually part of a sermon he preached in the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch.  Basically, what he told the Jewish people there is that 

the Old Testament (the history and the prophecies) pointed ahead to the Messiah, and that Messiah is Jesus.  Initially they were 

intrigued by this and invited them to keep speaking.  But then we get to this part: 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city 

gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to 

contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. 

Why did they react like that, especially after it looked like a good start?  It says they were filled with jealousy.  That word also 

means zeal.  This inflamed passion.  It seems to have been more than just they were jealous of their popularity. They also were 

very against the message that Paul and Barnabas were proclaiming.   

To understand why they were upset, it’s good to remember a few things.  For years, the entire OT, the Israelites were God’s 

chosen people.  God chose them all the way back to Abraham (2000 BC).  He promised that the Messiah, the Savior, would come 

from them.  Because of that, God gave them special laws and rules, called the Law of Moses.  These laws were never meant to be 

a way for the Israelites to earn their salvation.  Rather, it would put a special hedge around them, separating them from the 

surrounding pagan nations, and it would also point their eyes ahead to the coming Savior.  So, the Israelites had all of those 

dietary laws, worship laws, circumcision, and those things were meant to keep the line of the Savior going and to point their eyes 

ahead.  

But now, here comes Paul and Barnabas.  Paul before becoming a follower of Jesus was an adamant follower of the Law of Moses.  

But now he says this:  I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.  Through him 

everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.   

These words really show us two reasons why many of these Jewish folks were upset.  They thought their ticket to heaven came 

from two main things – 1) how well they followed those OT laws, and 2) that they were descendants of Abraham.  And now here 

comes this preacher, and he says, “The Law of Moses can’t save you!”  That was never the intent with things like circumcision, 

dietary laws, and those sacrifices that took place.  Those things don’t save a person.   



But what they hated just as much is one word: “everyone.”  “Everyone who believes is set free from every sin.”  You know what 

that means?  Everyone means everyone.  Everyone who trusts in Jesus is set free from every sin.  It doesn’t matter if you’re a Jew 

or a Gentile.  It doesn’t matter if you’re a millionaire or dirt poor.  It doesn’t matter if you’re a 5th generation WELS member or 

someone who is new to Christianity.  It doesn’t matter if you wear a suit to church or come in jeans.  It doesn’t matter if your 

economic views line up more with the left or the right.  When it comes to your salvation, what matters is this: Everyone who 

believes is set free from every sin.   And they absolutely hated that!  Paul and Barnabas say this: We had to speak the word of 

God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles.  Their 

reaction? 48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord. 

That statement of Paul’s is interesting. He said they did not consider themselves worthy of eternal life.  That’s kind of ironic 

because the Israelites thought they were worthy.  Some of these Jewish people thought that they were right with God simply 

because they were Israelites and simply because they kept the Law of Moses.  Do you ever think anything like that in your life?  Do 

you think you’re worthy of eternal life?  Man, I know I do at times.  And I look at things I shouldn’t be looking at to prove my 

worthiness.  Sometimes, my sinful pride creeps in and the fact that I’m a pastor wrongly makes me think I’m worthy.  When I look 

at my banking statement online and see my online offering being taken out, I sometimes wrongly think that makes me worthy.  

The fact that I went to an area Lutheran grade school and an excellent area Lutheran high school followed by MLC and the 

seminary sometimes have made wrongly think I am worthy of eternal life.  What is it for you?  Is it simply because you come to 

church?  Or is it because you think that you live a pretty good morally upright life?  Is it because you think that you grew up in a 

Christian family and maybe follow a certain political party that makes you worthy?  I can’t overemphasize this point enough:  

Being a good person doesn’t get you into heaven.  Being a 5th generation WELS member does not get you into heaven.  Because in 

the eyes of a holy and perfect God, no one is good. No one is worthy.   

What makes you worthy?  through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.  Through him everyone who believes is set 

free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses. God says you are worthy of eternal life.  

Not because of how good you’ve been, but because of how good Jesus has been.  Because in Jesus, you are worthy.  In Jesus, you 

are justified.  That word means to declare not guilty.  It’s as if you’re standing before God, and the gavel comes down, and God 

announces to you: “Not guilty.”  Why?  Because Jesus took your punishment on himself.  Because Jesus bore your sin.  There is no 

sin so terrible, so great that Jesus did not go to the cross and pay for it.  Through faith, through trusting in Jesus, that is all yours. 

God says that in Jesus, he remembers your sin no more – in the words of one Christian author, it’s as if God has taken your sin and 

buried it into the depths and has put a sign that reads: “No fishing allowed.”  

None of us follow the law of Moses (at least I don’t think so), and so let’s change those last words to things that would apply us 

today.  Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain…by giving an 

offering to the Lord.  By being a patriotic American.  By living an outwardly decent life from the world’s perspective.  By being a 

nice person.  By having a certain amount of money.  All of those things are good, but you’re worth and value before God doesn’t 

depend on those things.  It depends only on God’s grace that is yours through faith. 

When I recognize that about myself, that completely changes how I see other people and how I see this place right here and who 
belongs here.  This place is for the single parent who is tired out and comes with her three kids to receive rest from her 
Savior.  This place is for the person who struggles with internet pornography and comes here because not only does he need help 
to fight against that temptation, he needs to hear that Jesus died for those sins.  This place is for the single person who needs to 
hear that their most important calling in life is a child of God through Christ.  This place is for the couple who is struggling in their 
marriage and they need help to forgive each other, and the only way that will happen is when they remember that in Christ God 
has forgiven them first.  This place is for the outsider, the lost, those who look different, those who come from a different 
background, those who don’t belong.  Because Jesus isn’t a Savior of simply upper middle-class Midwesterners, he’s a Savior for 
all.    
 
There are people in your life who don’t know Jesus.  And some of them are very similar to you, and some of them are very 
different.  Some vote the same way you vote.  Others don’t.  Some look the same way you look.  Others don’t.  Some have the 
same financial resources you have.  Others don’t.  What we learn today from Pisidian Antioch - none of that really matters in 
terms of sharing our faith with people.  We share the gospel with everyone, and we don’t worry about the results.  We place them 
in the Lord’s hands.  And so, who are you going to witness to this week?  Or when you’re here, what are you going to do to make 
sure that those who might be new here or who might be kind of an outsider see that this place is not for perfect people but for 
sinners like you and me.  Because in this place, we gather around the One who makes us worthy for eternal life.  
 


