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I wonder if Elisha had any doubts or apprehension. Our sermon lesson today is short, but there’s a lot going on around 

it.  It’s about the call of Elisha to succeed Elijah as the main prophet to the nation of Israel (around 850 BC). Right 

before our lesson, we’re told how Elijah had a showdown between him, the prophet of the LORD, and the false 

prophets of Baal. The LORD rained down fire from heaven to show he was the true God of Israel.  You might think that 

would get the Israelites to get rid of their idols and for Elijah to have a pretty good ministry after that.  But it wasn’t a 

great time for Elijah.  Because Queen Jezebel – a worshipper of Baal – got so angry she tried to kill Elijah.  Despite the 

victory, Elijah runs and hides in a cave, and he’s ready to be done. He says to the Lord, “What am I doing here?  I’ve 

been doing this for a while now.  No one is listening.  They’ve rejected you, and now they want to kill me!”  

The LORD answers Elijah.  Elisha was part of the Lord’s answer.  “Anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to 

succeed you as prophet” (1 Kings 19:16). Elijah does that.  Our lesson says that Elijah took his cloak and threw it 

around Elisha. This was an outward sign that is saying, “Hey, Elisha, you’re the main guy now…you’re going to take over 

for me.” 

Elisha knows what that means.  He knows the Lord is calling him to leave his house, his family, his possessions/wealth 

behind and go around and serve as the Lord’s prophet. He does that, right?  I wonder if he had any doubts or 

apprehension because it sure seems like he doesn’t. He takes his yoke of oxen (he had 12…he was a pretty wealthy 

guy) and he slaughters them.  And then he burns his plowing equipment and has a final meal with his family before he 

leaves.  His actions show there’s no turning back.  He’s not going to be able to quit this prophet thing in a few weeks 

and go back and continue to plow with his oxen…they’re all gone!  . Maybe he just hated farming, but I don’t think that 

was the case. Elisha was a committed follower of the Lord and was ready to do whatever the Lord asked him.  Elisha 

was all in. 

Are you all in? Are you a committed follower of Jesus?  Today we heard some hard words from Jesus in the gospel 

lesson. Jesus talks to three people about what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Jesus makes it clear that following 

him isn’t easy.  Salvation and forgiveness are free gifts from Jesus but being a follower of Jesus requires sacrifice.  A 

Christian’s life will imitate the life of Christ, and any preacher who says otherwise – that a believer’s life will always be 

marked by earthly success and glory is selling you a bunch of garbage. 

Let’s be clear about something.  Jesus has not called you necessarily to do the exact same thing as Elisha or one of the 

apostles.  Jesus is not calling you today and telling you, “Go home, clean out freezer, have a great big feast for your 

family, and then quit your job, burn down your house and start going around preaching the Word.”  Elisha and the 

apostles were called directly by the Lord to leave behind their jobs, their families, and to go out into the world to 

proclaim the gospel.  

Even though Christ has not called you directly to do that, he has certainly called you to follow him and his Word. In the 

waters of your baptism, God gave you a tremendous gift – he adopted you into his family and washed away your sins.  

He has given you a wonderful calling – you are a child of God and a follower of Christ.  But Jesus makes it clear that 

following him isn’t always going to be easy.  Often, it requires self-denial, commitment, sacrifice, bearing a cross.   Jesus 

wants you to be all in. What Jesus wants most is he wants to be the most important part of your life. 

Are you all in?  Are you a committed follower of Jesus?  Boy, that’s a hard question to wrestle with. I was talking to my 

wife this week, and she mentioned that in our house we probably need to do more to teach our kids about Jesus and 

his Word. It’s easy to say, “Well, they go to a Lutheran school…they come to church and Sunday School…”  Then I think 

about my life, and how hard it is at times to be all in and follow Jesus, even as a pastor.  It’s easy to view being a pastor 

as a job and then I go home and do something else with my time.  

What also makes it hard is that there are things in our lives God has called us to do that may not have a direct spiritual 

impact on my faith. We cook food for our kids because they need to eat.  We play sports in our family because it’s good 

for them.  We have careers and jobs because we need to provide for ourselves. Those are good things that God wants 



you to do. So maybe a better question for us to think about is this: Are there things in my life more important than 

Jesus and my relationship with him?  Or maybe consider this question: When your neighbors, friends, co-workers look 

at your life, what would they consider your greatest priority? 

I’d like to say I’m a committed follower of Jesus…but maybe I am until…my kids traveling sports team schedules 8 

weekend tournaments this summer, and we decide to skip church all those weekends.  I’d like to say I’m a committed 

follower of Jesus…but maybe I am until I go home at night or on the weekend and have no issues binge watching the 

12th season of Desperate Housewives but never crack open my Bible or a devotion book. I’d like to say I’m a committed 

follower of Jesus…but maybe I am until…the Lord allows a painful cross in my life, and I get so upset that I start walking 

away from him and his Word. 

Jesus is asking you to evaluate your priorities.  I know how preachy this all sounds.  I know how hard this all sounds 

because I’m right in there with you.  There’s a part of me that gets upset to hear that…there’s a part of me that gets 

upset when Jesus confronts my priorities and lovingly tells me I have things in my life more important than him. As 

much as I don’t like to hear that, I need to hear that. So do you. You wonder why Jesus says following him will be hard 

work and involve sacrifice?  You wonder why Jesus tells you to pick up your cross and follow him.  Because the last 

thing Jesus wants is for those worldly pleasures to push him out of our lives.   

The most important thing you wants you to know and hold by faith is this: Jesus has been perfectly, selflessly, 

unconditionally committed to you.  Did you notice the beginning of the gospel lesson? As the time approached for him 

to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. He resolutely set out for Jerusalem. He had a mission 

he was on, and he was committed.  He wasn’t going to let anything get in his way because he had you on his heart and 

on his mind.  His mission wasn’t to be accepted by the world or to become the most popular.  His mission wasn’t to rain 

down fire from heaven (we see that as he rebuked the disciples who wanted to do that to the Samaritans).  He came to 

be rejected, to be forsaken not just by the world but by his own Father. He came to reconcile you to your God by 

bearing each one of our sins.  His commitment and his faithful love for you has bound you to him by faith, and it is your 

greatest treasure, a life with purpose and meaning and an eternity of joy and glory.   For you know that it was not with 

perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you 

from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect (1 Peter 1:18-19) 

Jesus knows how easily this world and what it offers can seem so appealing but how temporary those blessings are.  All 

my trophies from grade school sports are in a landfill somewhere. Looking back at high school and how much pressure 

there was to fit in and be popular, you realize that it wasn’t worth all that pressure.  When you watch a new show on 

Netflix or TV, you might get into it but forget about a few days later. Those blessings are nice to enjoy, and they can 

definitely be blessings from God…until if it ends up becoming too big of a priority in your life, that it can pull you away 

from him.  So he comes to you today, and he says, “Follow me.”  He pleads with us to deny ourselves and take up our 

crosses.  Because he knows that even though following him is hard and requires sacrifice, he wants you to know your 

greatest treasure is found in him and nothing else.  If you lose everything but still have Christ, you have everything you 

need. 

One last thing – Elisha had a specific calling from God.  God called him directly leave behind his family and go and 

proclaim his Word. For you, being all in for Jesus doesn’t mean quitting your jobs, leaving your families behind, and 

going on a mission trip somewhere (for some, it might mean that).  It doesn’t mean leaving society, getting huddled up 

in a room somewhere, reading your Bible 24/7.    It’s also important to know that Christ has given you different callings 

in your life right now.  Some of you are children and students.  Some of you have jobs.  Some of you are raising a family.  

You’re a dear friend to someone else.  You all have neighbors.  Being a follower of Jesus doesn’t mean leaving those 

callings.  It simply means letting your light shine in those callings and letting people see the greatest part of your life 

isn’t how big your house is, how beautiful your family is, or how you travel the world…but that your greatest treasure is 

Jesus.  Because Jesus has been and continues to be committed to you.  Because Jesus was all in for you. Amen.  

 


