
Family Devotion Written by Sr. Pastor Donald E. Haymon II



The First & Great 
Command

Crave and digest 
God’s Word, 

both written and 
spoken

How may I meet 
the needs around 

me with love?

The Great 
Commission



Jesus is building His church upon the 
Rock of Acts 2:38

“God places the solitary in families 
and gives the desolate a home 
in which to dwell; He leads the 

prisoners out to prosperity; but the 
rebellious dwell in a parched land.” 

Psalms 68:6 (AMP) 

We must be different than this broken, 
dysfunctional world! As God’s family, we 

must promote lasting relationships.

The coordinated, functional life and Godly 
networking of our home, and family, is the key to 
church success and longevity in these last days. 
We’re challenged to do this in a world that’s 
craving real relationships. Truthfully, our world 
is relationship-starved and many of them do not 
even know it! Each of our homes and hearts must 
be founded on the same basis, the same frame, the 
same foundation. 

THAT’S WHY WE NEED FOUR PILLARS STANDING 
UNDER OUR HOMES.

If we’re not careful, the worldly, postmodern 
apathetic disengagement bleeds over into the 
church and into our homes. People can approach 
our mission with distorted images of what the 
church should be. 

• Some see the church as a gas station where they 
fill up their spiritual gas tank. 

• Others see the church as an entertainment 
complex where they go to be amused and leave 
feeling a little better. 

• Many see the church as a drugstore, a place to 
deal with pain. 

• Still others see the church as a big box retailer 
in competition with other churches to offer the 
best products in a safe environment at a low 
price. 

• Finally, some see church as the ultimate sleep 
clinic where they can appease their conscience 
and sleepwalk through life.

None of these images of the church compare with 
what the Lord died to build. His church is less a gas 
station and more of a fountain that quenches the 
thirst of people. His house is less an entertainment 
complex amusing the minds of those gathered 
and more of an adrenaline rush to move people 
to action. Forget the analogy of the drugstore and 
adopt the metaphor of a “trauma center.” At church 
we minister to hurting and sin-damaged people 
who are tired of their pain only being masked by 
drugs; they are ready to be healed! Pity the person 
who views church as some sort of competitive, 
cutthroat retailer, and pray they come to realize 
the church is more similar to a factory with people 
in all stages of transformation. And to the person 
who finds church to be the best sleep aid, may 
each be awakened to find his or her place in the 
body of Christ and discover that your God-given 
mission awaits.

In our Calvary families, we must promote the same 
vision that the New Testament promotes for the 
Church, the Body of Jesus Christ. The Church that 
Jesus Christ is building, like any object that we 
wish to remain standing strong, stands on Four 
Pillars….

We declare that our home, our household, stands 
firmly upon:

• The Victory of Love
• The Virtue of Growth

• The Vitality of Serving
• The Vibrance of Going 



“In this is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 
I John 4:10-11

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts 
out fear, because fear involves torment. But 
he who fears has not been made perfect in 

love. 19We love Him because He first  
loved us.” 
I John 4:18-19

“Jesus answered him, “The first of all the 
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD 
our God, the LORD is one. ‘And you shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 

your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 
“And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these.”” 
Mark 12:29-31

There is power and authority in Jesus’ kind of 
love. If you’re interested in victory over the 

devil, the flesh, and the world, learn to really love. 

The world uses the word “love” for many things 
that are not even closely related to the true 
love of God. His kind of love never stops. As 
God’s children, filled with His Spirit, we must 
understand how His love works, as it flows to the 
world around us, from deep inside.

It is love that is a life-changing decision. Instead of 
a response, it is a responsibility. It is a command 
from God. When necessary, it is one-way love. He 
didn’t love just to get something back. (In fact most 
humans who He died for haven’t cared enough to 
love Him back; but He still loved). When we love 
only to get something in return, it’s really not 
Christ-love, it’s a payment, not a sacrifice.

Love is based less on feeling and more on 
fact. Love is not merely an emotion but a 
lifelong decision. With God’s love, our lifelong 
relationships are founded more on:

• vows than viewpoints, 
• oaths than opinions, and 
• commitments than sentiments. 

To love is to permit someone else to share your 
life, your space, and your calendar. Quite often, to 
love means to sacrifice one’s identity, purpose, and 
destiny in favor of another’s.

As we conclude this week’s devotion, we must 
remember that to get fruit, a tree must have a 
root. No root, no fruit. When we have the root of 
the Holy Ghost growing inside, we’ll also have the 
fruit of God’s powerful love on the outside. It will 
be easy for everyone around you to see, in every 
situation! (See Galatians 5:22).

Music to wrap up this session (click the links and 
sing along!):

I Will Build My Life
https://youtu.be/BGYpF-Jrfew

Stand In Your Love
https://youtu.be/MHLEZzyAZrI



“On to perfection!”

“But he that received seed into the 
good ground is he that heareth the 
word, and understandeth it; which 

also beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, some an hundredfold, some 

sixty, some thirty.” 
Matthew 13:23 (KJV) 

Growth in Christ is not an option. Actually, 
anything or anyone who ceases to grow is 

inclined to plateau and decline. Living trees grow. 
Each season of each year leaves its mark on the 
tree ring. Likewise, when we stop growing, the 
virtue of growth is lost. May we commit to growth 
as a family, as a church, and as a community. Our 
world needs to see that we are growing, not just by 
numbers, but by maturity and our concern for the 
welfare of others.

• Grow by Love (Eph 4:16) “rooted and 
grounded in love; the body builds itself up in 
love.”

• Grow by God’s Word (1 Pe 2:2) “crave it that 
you may grow by it’s nourishment.”

• Grow by Grace (2 Pe 3.18) “grow in grace” Gill 
Commentary: The work of grace is gradual; it 
is like a grain of mustard seed, or like seed cast 
into the earth, which springs up, it is not known 
how, first the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear; saints are first babes, and from 
children they grow to young men, and from 
young men to fathers. There is such a thing as 
growth in grace, in this sense; every grace, as 
to its act and exercise, is capable of growing 

and increasing; faith may grow exceedingly, 
hope abound, love increase, and patience have 
its perfect work, and saints may grow more 
humble, holy, and self-denying: this is indeed 
God’s work, to cause them to grow, and it is 
owing to his grace.

• Grow by Connections (Acts 2:42) “fellowship.”
◊ As John Donne wrote in “No Man Is an 

Island”: No man is an island entire of 
itself; every man is a piece of the continent, 
a part of the main; if a clod be washed away 
by the sea, Europe is the less . . .

Studies have shown the physical impact that 
loneliness has upon people. Since the church is 
called the body of Christ, it’s extremely important 
we remain connected.

Max Lucado described it in Outlive Your Life:

Hospitality opens the door to uncommon 
community.

It’s no accident that hospitality and hospital come 
from the same Latin word,

for they both lead to the same result: healing.
When you open your door to someone, you are 

sending this message:
“You matter to me and to God.”

You may think you are saying, “Come over for a 
visit.”

But what your guest hears is, “I’m worth the effort” 
(p. 55).



Son of Man, our ultimate example and He whose 
Body we are, came not to be ministered to 

(served), but to minister (serve).

“…the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many.” 
Matthew 20:28 (NIV) 

“Servants of God”

Great men and women have been identified as 
servants of God.

•  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Deuteronomy 9:27)
•  Moses (I Kings 8:53)
•  Joshua (Joshua 24:29)
•  Caleb (Numbers 14:24)
•  Job (Job 1:8)
•  Isaiah (Isaiah 20:3)
•  The prophets (Jeremiah 7:25)
•  Mary (Luke 1:38)
•  Anna (Luke 2:37)
•  James (James 1:1)
•  Paul (Romans 1:1, Philippians 1:1)
•  Peter (II Peter 1:1)
•  Jude (Jude 1)
•  John (Revelation 1:1)
•  Phoebe (Romans 16:1)

The “servant list” is indeed long and distinguished 
with some of the most outstanding people in God’s 
service. To be a servant is to reflect the glory of the 
master.”

The Servant’s Job Description

How do you know if you’re doing a good job 
serving the Lord? Consult the biblical job 
description for being one of God’s servants and see 
if you measure up.

God’s servant:
• Has a watchful eye. He sees what others do not 

see. He looks for direction from the Master and 
follows His lead (Psalm 123:2).

• Has a listening ear. The prophet Eli told young 
Samuel to say, “Speak LORD, for thy servant 
heareth” (I Samuel 3:9, KJV). God’s servants 
listen for His voice and respond accordingly.

• Has ready feet. The psalmist said that 
he would “run [in] the way” of God’s 
commandments (119:32, KJV). In other words, 
God’s servant will respond swiftly.

• Has a submissive will. God’s servants exist to 
please Him and not themselves.

• Has a sure reward. Jesus said, “where I am, 
there My servant will be also” (John 12:26). 
Where is “there?” There is the place of no more 
curse, no more pain, no more darkness, and 
no more death. Jesus will be on His everlasting 
throne and “His servants shall serve Him” 
(Revelation 22:3).”

Get ready. Stay ready. Your family, your home, your 
church, needs your service to the Lord by serving 
others!



The Great Commission

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying, “All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, “teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Amen.”

Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) 

One of the most important stories told by Jesus 
about the importance of GOING is

shared here:

16Then He (Jesus) said to him, “A certain man gave 
a great supper and invited many, 17“and sent
his servant at supper time to say to those who 
were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’
18“But they all with one accord began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a
piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you 
to have me excused.’ 19“And another said, ‘I
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to 
test them. I ask you to have me excused.’
20“Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.’ 21“So that servant came
and reported these things to his master. Then the 
master of the house, being angry, said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes 
of the city, and bring in here the poor and the
maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 22“And the 
servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you

commanded, and still there is room.’ 23“Then the 
master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled. 24‘For I say to
you that none of those men who were invited shall 
taste my supper.’” -Luke 14:16-24 (NKJV)

Jesus shocked His audience by saying that those 
who were invited to this great feast refused to 
come. He shocked them even more when He 
described what the master did. When the servant 
returned bearing news of the invitees’ excuses, 
the master grew angry. (“Seriously?” he may have 
said. “I’ve given starving people an invitation to 
my great supper but they refuse to come?! I’ve 
prepared plenty of everyone’s favorite foods for all 
who simply show up! Now, they’re making excuses 
to be absent. What an insult!”) He could have 
shut down the banquet, but He did not. Instead 
the master commanded the servant to go into 
the streets of the city and to bring the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, and the blind. When 
the servant returned saying that there was 
yet room at the table, the master said go into 
the highways and hedges and compel them to 
come.

The action verbs in the above scriptures are very 
powerful: Go, bring, and compel. The servant was 
to keep going, keep bringing, and keep compelling 
until there was no room at the table!

Jesus has prepared a great Feast for all the 
spiritually hungry people of the world. The feast 
message is the salvation invitation of Acts 2:38 for 
forgiveness of sins and new life by the Holy Spirit! 
It’s plentiful and fitting for blessings and favor in 
this life and the next. What a Holy Ghost feast! Our 
lives are made new every day!
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Jesus’ death, His burial, and His resurrection is the good news in the invitation letter called the Bible. 
You and me are the mail carriers. If any who are invited make excuses to miss this Feast, we are not free 
to fold our arms and say, “Oh, well. No one is interested.” NO WAY! It’s our job to keep reaching, bringing, 
compelling, caring, making new friends, and showing them the power of this Invitation by our own lives, 
families, marriages, and lifestyle. This Feast is too good to keep to ourselves! Jesus loves the world and is 
requesting that You and I get busy and GO!



               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               



               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               



               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               




