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5-day Devotional- Watch: The Stewardship Principle

Day 1:
The Great Declaration: | Own Nothing

Devotional

Have you ever tried to hold water in your cupped hands? No matter how tightly you squeeze, it
eventually slips through your fingers. This simple image captures a profound spiritual truth that
can revolutionize how we live. When we truly grasp that we don't own anything in this life,
something beautiful happens. The pressure lifts. The anxiety fades. The desperate need to
control everything loosens its grip on our hearts. Our time is loaned to us, our abilities are gifts,
and our resources are entrusted to our care - but none of it truly belongs to us. This isn't a
depressing reality; it's incredibly liberating! Think about the last time you worried about losing
something you thought was yours. What if, instead of clinging tightly, you held it with open hands,
recognizing that everything ultimately belongs to God? This shift in perspective doesn't diminish
our responsibility - it actually enhances it by removing the burden of ownership while maintaining
the joy of stewardship. When we acknowledge that God is the true owner of everything, we're free
to be generous, to take risks for His kingdom, and to trust Him with outcomes beyond our control.
We can stop grasping and start giving, stop hoarding and start investing in what matters eternally.

Bible Verse
‘The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on
the seas and established it on the waters.' - Psalm 24:1-2

Reflection Question
What in your life are you holding onto so tightly that it's causing you stress or anxiety, and how
might your perspective change if you truly believed God owns it?

Prayer

Lord, help me to release my grip on the things | think | own. Give me the courage to live with open
hands, trusting that You are the true owner of everything in my life. Free me from the burden of
ownership so | can experience the joy of stewardship. Amen.

Notes



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkWjwsj7KXg

Day 2:
From Owner to Steward

Devotional

Imagine being entrusted with managing a beautiful estate for someone you deeply respect. You'd
care for it differently than if it were your own, wouldn't you? You'd be more intentional, more
careful, more purposeful in every decision because you know you'll one day give an account. This
is exactly what stewardship looks like in our spiritual lives. We're not owners scrambling to
protect our possessions; we're trusted managers caring for what belongs to Another. This role
comes with incredible dignity and responsibility. A steward manages people, resources, and
opportunities on behalf of the true owner. But here's the beautiful truth: stewardship isn't less
than ownership - it's something even greater. When you own something, you're limited by your
own resources and wisdom. When you steward something for God, you have access to His
unlimited resources and perfect wisdom. This perspective transforms everything. Your job isn't
just a paycheck; it's a platform for stewardship. Your family isn't just your responsibility; they're
entrusted to your care. Your talents aren't just for personal advancement; they're tools for God's
kingdom. Every relationship, every opportunity, every resource becomes a sacred trust. The
weight of ownership can crush us, but the calling of stewardship elevates us to partner with God
in His work on earth.

Bible Verse
‘Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.' - 1 Corinthians 4:2

Reflection Question
How does viewing yourself as a steward rather than an owner change the way you approach your
relationships, resources, and responsibilities?

Prayer

Father, thank You for trusting me with so much. Help me to see myself as Your steward, not as
an owner. Give me wisdom to manage well what You've entrusted to my care, and help me to be
faithful in both small and great things. Amen.

Notes

Day 3:
The Freedom of Open Hands

Devotional

There's something powerful about unclenching your fists. Try it right now - make tight fists with
both hands, hold them for ten seconds, then slowly open them. Feel that release? That's what
happens to our souls when we embrace the truth of stewardship. Living with open hands in a
closed-fisted world is countercultural, but it's also incredibly freeing. When we stop grasping at
people, possessions, and situations, we discover a peace that surpasses understanding. We're



no longer driven by the fear of loss or the pressure to control outcomes. This freedom doesn't
mean we become careless or passive. Instead, we become more intentional and purposeful. We
invest rather than hoard. We give rather than grasp. We trust rather than worry. We can take risks
for God's kingdom because we know the ultimate outcome isn't dependent on our ability to hold
onto things. Think about the areas of your life where you've been holding on too tightly. Maybe
it's your career, your relationships, your financial security, or your reputation. What would it look
like to hold these with open hands, acknowledging God's ownership while faithfully stewarding
your role? This open-handed living isn't just about money or possessions - it's about every aspect
of our lives. When we truly believe that God owns everything and we're simply stewards, we're
free to be generous with our time, our love, our forgiveness, and our resources.

Bible Verse
‘But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so
confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.' - Deuteronomy 8:18

Reflection Question
In what specific area of your life do you need to move from a closed-fisted grip to open-handed
stewardship, and what's one practical step you can take today?

Prayer

Lord, help me to live with open hands in a world that teaches me to grasp tightly. Free me from
the fear of loss and the burden of control. Teach me to hold loosely what You've entrusted to me,
so | can be generous and faithful in all things. Amen.

Notes

Day 4:
Faithful with Whatever

Devotional

In a world obsessed with comparison, God's economy operates on a completely different
principle. It's not about how much you have compared to others - it's about faithfulness with
whatever you've been given. The parable of the talents reveals this beautifully. The master didn't
praise the servants based on how many talents they started with, but on what they did with what
they received. The servant with five talents and the servant with two talents both received the
same commendation: "Well done, good and faithful servant." This is incredibly encouraging for
those of us who sometimes feel like we don't have much to offer. Maybe you don't have great
wealth, extraordinary talents, or influential positions. But you have something - time, a listening
ear, a kind word, a helping hand, a prayer, a smile. God isn't asking you to be faithful with what He
gave someone else; He's asking you to be faithful with what He gave you. Faithfulness isn't
measured by the size of our platform but by the sincerity of our stewardship. It's not about having
more; it's about investing well what we already have. Whether God has entrusted you with much
or little, the call is the same: be faithful. The beautiful truth is that God sees and values every act



of faithful stewardship, no matter how small it might seem to the world. Your faithful
management of "little" prepares you for greater responsibility in God's kingdom.

Bible Verse

'His master replied, "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;
| will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!" - Matthew
25:21

Reflection Question
What "talents" has God entrusted to you that you might be tempted to hide or minimize, and how
can you invest them more faithfully for His kingdom?

Prayer

God, help me to stop comparing what | have with what others have been given. Show me how to
be faithful with whatever You've placed in my hands, whether it seems big or small. Give me
courage to invest rather than hide what You've entrusted to me. Amen.

Notes

Day 5:
Working for the 'Well Done'

Devotional

Imagine standing before God at the end of your life, handing back the keys to everything He
entrusted to your care. What would you want to hear in that moment? Every follower of Jesus is
working toward the same goal: hearing those precious words, "Well done, good and faithful
servant." This isn't about perfection - it's about faithfulness. It's not about having all the right
answers - it's about having the right heart. God isn't looking for flawless performance; He's looking
for faithful stewardship of whatever He's placed in our hands. One day, we'll all give an account.
The question won't be, "How much did you accumulate?" or "How did you compare to others?"
The question will be, "Were you faithful? Did you invest what | gave you for My glory and others'
good?" This perspective should shape how we live today. Every conversation, every decision,
every use of our time and resources is an opportunity to steward well. We're not just living for
today; we're investing for eternity. The most encouraging truth is that this "well done" isn't
reserved for pastors, missionaries, or those with great wealth. It's available to every faithful
steward, regardless of how much they were given. The single mom faithfully raising her children,
the employee showing integrity at work, the friend offering encouragement - all are candidates
for the "well done" when they steward faithfully. May it be said of each of us: we sought to be
faithful with whatever the Lord put in our hands.

Bible Verse

'His master replied, "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things;
| will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!" - Matthew
25:21



Reflection Question
When you imagine standing before God and giving an account of your stewardship, what changes
would you want to make in how you're currently managing what He's entrusted to you?

Prayer

Lord, help me to live each day with eternity in mind. May every decision | make and every resource
| steward be done with the goal of hearing "well done" from You. Give me faithfulness in the small
things so | can be trusted with greater things in Your kingdom. Amen.

Notes
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