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M ARK

COME, FOLLOW ME

5 Day Devotional: Watch- True Greatness

Day 1:
Breaking Free from the Addiction to Self

Devotional

We live in a world that constantly whispers, "It's all about you." Social media feeds our need for
validation, career ladders promise fulfillment, and consumer culture tells us happiness is just one
purchase away. Yet despite all our self-focused efforts, we often find ourselves feeling empty and
exhausted. There's a reason for this spiritual fatigue. When life revolves entirely around
ourselves—our achievements, our recognition, our comfort—we become trapped in a cycle that
can never truly satisfy. We were created for something greater than endless self-promotion and
comparison. The beautiful truth is that Jesus offers us freedom from this exhausting way of
living. He shows us that real satisfaction doesn't come from climbing higher on the ladder of
success, but from discovering the joy of living for something bigger than ourselves. When we shift
our focus from consuming for ourselves to sacrificing for others, we tap into the very purpose for
which we were made. This isn't about becoming a doormat or losing your identity. It's about
finding your true identity in Christ and discovering that a life spent serving others is infinitely more
fulfilling than a life spent serving only yourself. The gospel doesn't diminish you—it liberates you
to become who you were always meant to be. As we begin this journey together, consider how
much energy you spend thinking about yourself versus thinking about how you can bless others.
The shift from self-focus to others-focus isn't just a nice idea—it's the pathway to the meaningful
life your heart has been searching for.

Bible Verse

"They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, 'What were you arguing
about on the road?' But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the
greatest." - Mark 9:33-34

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life do you find yourself most focused on your own recognition or
advancement, and how might God be inviting you to shift that focus toward serving others?

Prayer


https://youtu.be/5oHZYOw4tCI

Lord, | confess that | often get caught up in promoting myself and seeking my own recognition.
Help me to see the emptiness of this pursuit and give me a heart that finds joy in serving others.
Free me from the addiction to myself and show me the abundant life that comes from living for
You and others. Amen.

Notes

Day 2:
Trusting God's Unclear Path

Devotional

Have you ever watched a small child cross a busy street? They don't understand traffic patterns
or calculate the speed of oncoming cars. They simply hold their parent's hand and trust
completely. Their confidence doesn't come from their own understanding—it comes from their
relationship with someone they trust. This beautiful picture captures what it means to trust God's
plan even when we can't see the full picture. So often, we want God to give us a detailed roadmap
before we take the first step. We want to understand the why behind His instructions and see how
everything will work out before we move forward. But faith rarely works that way. God frequently
calls us to trust His ways even when they don't make sense to our limited perspective. He might
ask you to forgive someone who hurt you deeply, to give generously when your budget feels tight,
or to serve in a way that seems insignificant. From our vantage point, these steps might seem
unclear or even uncomfortable. Yet this is where true greatness begins—not in having all the
answers, but in trusting the One who does. When we learn to move forward in faith, holding tightly
to God's hand rather than demanding to see the entire journey, we discover that His ways are
indeed higher than our ways. The disciples struggled with this too. They wanted Jesus to explain
everything, to make sense of His mission in terms they could understand. But Jesus was leading
them on a path that would ultimately reveal God's incredible love through sacrifice—a plan that
seemed foolish to human wisdom but was perfect in divine wisdom.

Bible Verse

"He said to them, 'The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill
him, and after three days he will rise.' But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid
to ask him about it." - Mark 9:31-32

Reflection Question
What is one area where God might be asking you to trust His plan even though you don't have all
the answers or it feels uncomfortable?

Prayer

Father, | admit that | often want to understand Your plan completely before I'm willing to follow.
Help me to trust You like a child trusts their parent—completely and without reservation. Give me
the courage to obey You today, even when | don't have all the answers. | choose to hold Your hand
and follow Your lead. Amen.



Notes

Day 3:
Serving Without the Spotlight

Devotional

There's something deeply satisfying about being recognized for our efforts. Whether it's a thank-
you note, public acknowledgment, or simply someone noticing our hard work, recognition feels
good. But what happens when no one notices? What happens when we serve faithfully and
receive no credit, no thanks, no recognition at all? This is where our true motivations are revealed.
Are we serving Christ, or are we serving our own need for recognition? The difference matters
more than we might think, because it determines whether our service brings lasting joy or
eventual burnout. Jesus calls us to a radical kind of service—one that focuses especially on those
who are most vulnerable and least able to repay us. The child who can't advance our career. The
elderly person who can't boost our reputation. The struggling neighbor who can't return the favor.
When we serve these precious people, we're serving purely for the joy of blessing others, not for
what we might gain. This kind of service is incredibly freeing because it's not dependent on
external validation. We no longer need to serve to prove our worth—our worth is already secure in
Christ. We can serve simply because we've been loved so completely by God that it overflows
naturally into love for others. The beautiful truth is that when we serve without needing credit, we
often discover a deeper satisfaction than any recognition could provide. We tap into the same joy
that motivated Jesus to serve us, even when it cost Him everything.

Bible Verse

"Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, 'Anyone who wants to be first must be the very
last, and the servant of all.' He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in
his arms, he said to them, 'Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me." - Mark 9:35-37

Reflection Question
When you serve others, do you find yourself hoping for recognition or thanks, and how might God
be calling you to serve someone this week who cannot serve you back?

Prayer

Jesus, You served me when | had nothing to offer You in return. Help me to serve others with that
same selfless love. Free me from the need for recognition and credit, and fill me with the joy that
comes from blessing others simply because You first blessed me. Show me someone vulnerable
| can serve this week. Amen.

Notes




Day 4:
Celebrating Others' Success

Devotional

Competition can be healthy, but comparison often becomes toxic. When we see others
succeeding—whether in ministry, career, relationships, or personal growth—our firstinstinct might
be to measure their success against our own. We might feel threatened, jealous, or defensive
about our own importance and contributions. But what if there's a better way? What if God's work
is so much bigger than our individual circles, methods, and preferences that there's room for
everyone to contribute uniquely? What if celebrating others' successes actually multiplies joy
rather than diminishing our own? The disciples struggled with this when they encountered
someone casting out demons in Jesus' name who wasn't part of their inner circle. Their instinct
was to shut it down, to protect their exclusive access to Jesus' power. But Jesus surprised them
by celebrating what God was doing through this outsider. This challenges us to examine our own
hearts. Do we genuinely celebrate when God uses someone else in powerful ways? Can we rejoice
when another church grows, when a colleague gets promoted, when a friend experiences
breakthrough? Or do we secretly wish we were the ones being used, recognized, or blessed? True
greatness practices humble cooperation with God's work, recognizing that His kingdom is vast
enough for all of us to play important roles. When we stop comparing ourselves to others and
start celebrating what God is doing through them, we discover the freedom and joy that comes
from being part of something much bigger than ourselves.

Bible Verse

"Teacher,' said John, 'we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop,
because he was not one of us.' 'Do not stop him,' Jesus said. 'For no one who does a miracle in
my name can in the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for
us." - Mark 9:38-40

Reflection Question
Is there someone in your life whose success or recognition triggers feelings of comparison or
jealousy in you, and how can you intentionally celebrate what God is doing through them?

Prayer

Lord, forgive me for the times I've been jealous of others' success or felt threatened by their gifts.
Help me to see that Your kingdom is big enough for all of us to contribute uniquely. Give me a
heart that genuinely celebrates what You're doing in and through others. Free me from
comparison and fill me with joy in our shared mission. Amen.

Notes




Day 5:
Choosing Holiness at Any Cost

Devotional

Sometimes following Jesus requires decisive action. Just as a surgeon doesn't hesitate to
remove what threatens the body's health, we must be willing to cut away anything that leads us
away from life with God. This isn't about perfectionism or earning God's love—it's about protecting
the relationship that matters most. Jesus used dramatic language about cutting off hands and
plucking out eyes to illustrate how seriously we should take sin's destructive power. He wasn't
advocating literal self-harm, but rather emphasizing that the temporary pain of removing sin from
our lives is far less costly than the permanent damage of leaving it untreated. This might mean
ending a relationship that consistently pulls you away from God. It could mean changing your
entertainment choices, adjusting your schedule to prioritize spiritual disciplines, or having difficult
conversations about boundaries. Whatever it is, the cost of removal—though painful—is always
less than the cost of spiritual compromise. The beautiful truth is that we don't pursue holiness to
earn God's approval. We already have that through Christ's sacrifice. We pursue holiness because
we've tasted the goodness of life with God and we don't want anything to interfere with that
relationship. As we conclude this week's journey, remember that true greatness isn't found in
climbing higher but in descending lower in humble service. Jesus demonstrated this perfectly,
not grasping for power but laying it down. We come to His table not because we're so great, but
because we're grateful for His incredible love that transforms ordinary people into agents of His
extraordinary grace.

Bible Verse
"If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with
two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out." - Mark 9:43

Reflection Question
What is one thing in your life that you know is hindering your relationship with God, and what
decisive action might you need to take to remove it?

Prayer

Jesus, You chose holiness even when it cost You everything. Give me the courage to make the
hard choices that protect my relationship with You. Show me what needs to be removed from my
life, and give me the strength to act decisively. Help me to value my life with You above all else.
Thank You for Your grace that makes this journey possible. Amen.

Notes
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