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5 Day Devotional: Watch- Why Are You Here?

Day 1: Why You Showed Up

Devotional

Think about what it took to get here this week. Maybe the alarm went off and you
debated hitting snooze. Maybe the week left you drained and Sunday felt like one more
obligation. But you showed up, and that matters more than you might realize. Gathered
worship is not just a habit or a tradition. It is a weekly declaration that God belongs at
the center of your life. When you walk through those doors, you are saying, even if only
quietly in your heart, that He is worth it. Psalm 122 opens with genuine joy: "l was glad
when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord." That gladness was not
accidental. It was cultivated by people who understood that gathering together was not
optional. It was life-giving. You were not designed to carry the weight of your week
alone. Worship is where you set it down. It is where you remember who you are and
whose you are. It is where the noise of everything competing for your attention gets
quieted, even if just for a moment. You do not have to arrive feeling put together. You do
not have to have it all figured out. You just have to show up. God meets you right there.

Bible Verse
‘I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go to the house of the Lord!" Our feet have been
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!" - Psalm 122:7-2

Reflection Question

What does your decision to show up for worship say about what you truly value, and
what might it look like to bring that same intentionality to the rest of your week?

Prayer

Lord, thank You that You welcome us exactly as we are. Help us to show up with open
hearts, ready to receive what only You can give. Amen.


https://youtu.be/d89NttHXbQQ

Notes

Day 2: Putting the Pieces Back
Together

Devotional

Life has a way of pulling us in too many directions at once. Work, relationships,
responsibilities, and worries all tug at us, and by the end of the week, we can feel
scattered and worn thin. Here is the good news: you were never meant to hold it all
together on your own. Scripture teaches that sin fragments our lives, separating us from
God and from the wholeness He intended for us. But Christ came to reconcile us, to
gather the broken pieces and make us whole again. Gathered worship is one of the
primary places where that restoration happens. Nehemiah 8:10 reminds us: "Do not be
grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”" When the people of God heard His Word
read aloud, they wept. But Nehemiah called them to celebrate, because understanding
God's truth was not a burden. It was a gift that renewed their strength. Worship does the
same for us. It does not ignore the hard things. It brings them before the One who can
actually do something about them. When we gather, we are reminded that we belong to
a God who loves us, a Savior who died for us, and a community that walks with us. You
do not have to put yourself back together before coming to God. He invites you as you
are, and He does the restoring.

Bible Verse
"And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength." - Nehemiah 8:10

Reflection Question

In what area of your life do you most need God to bring restoration right now, and are
you willing to bring that broken piece to Him in worship?

Prayer

Father, we come to You fragmented and weary. Thank You that You do not ask us to
arrive whole. Restore us by Your grace and remind us that Your joy is our strength.
Amen.

Notes




Day 3: Coming Back to Center

Devotional

It is easy to drift. Not dramatically, not all at once, but slowly. The busyness of life
creeps in, and before long, God has moved from the center of our days to somewhere
on the edges. Worship is how we come back. Isaiah 43 is a passage where God speaks
tenderly to His people, reminding them of who He is and who they are to Him. He calls
them by name. He tells them they are precious and honored in His sight. He says, "Fear
not, for | am with you." These are not words for people who have it all together. They are
words for people who have wandered and need to be found again. Augustine captured
this beautifully when he wrote that our hearts are restless until they find their rest in
God. That restlessness is not a flaw. It is a compass. It points us back to the One we
were made for. Gathered worship gives us a regular opportunity to reorient. To say,
Lord, | have been distracted. | have been chasing things that cannot satisfy. | want You
to be the center again. You were created to know God, love Him, and enjoy Him.
Worship is not just something you do. It is where you remember who you truly are.

Bible Verse
"But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel:
'Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine." - Isaiah 43:1

Reflection Question

Where has God drifted from the center of your daily life, and what is one practical step
you could take this week to reorient around Him?

Prayer

Lord, forgive us for the ways we drift from You. Draw us back to the center, where we
find rest, purpose, and life. Amen.

Notes




Day 4: Tuning Your Ear to His
Voice

Devotional

We live in a world that is loud. Opinions, headlines, social media, and the voices of
people around us all compete for our attention every single day. And if we are not
careful, we start shaping our beliefs around whatever we hear most often rather than
around what is actually true. Think of it like a piano that slowly drifts out of tune. If you
never recalibrate, you stop noticing how far off it has gotten. But the moment you hear it
played alongside something in tune, the difference is obvious. Gathered worship is
where we retune. Psalm 121 opens with a question and an answer: "l lift up my eyes to
the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made
heaven and earth." In the middle of uncertainty and noise, the psalmist deliberately
turns his gaze upward. He chooses to listen for God's voice above all the others.
Worship gives us that same opportunity. It is where we bring our real questions and ask
God to speak into them. What do You say about my family? What do You say about my
fears? What do You say about my future? God is not silent. But we have to be willing to
tune our ears to hear Him.

Bible Verse
"I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the
Lord, who made heaven and earth.” - Psalm 121:1-2

Reflection Question

What voice has been speaking most loudly into your life lately, and how does it compare
to what God says about you and your situation?

Prayer

Lord, in a world full of noise, help us to quiet ourselves and tune our ears to Your voice.
Speak into our fears, our families, and our futures, and give us the courage to trust what
You say. Amen.

Notes

Day 5: Sent Out to Bring Peace

Devotional



Worship was never meant to stay inside the walls of a church. It was always meant to
send us out. Psalm 122 ends not with the people settling into Jerusalem but with a call
to pray for its peace and pursue the well-being of others. The Hebrew word shalom
captures something rich here. It means wholeness, flourishing, things the way God
intended them to be. It is not just the absence of conflict. It is the presence of
everything good. Romans 12 echoes this outward movement. After describing the
mercies of God, Paul urges us to offer our whole lives as living sacrifices, to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds, and to live out that transformation in
practical, generous, and humble ways toward the people around us. Jesus is our
ultimate peace. Through the cross, He reconciled us to God and to one another. And
now He sends us out as instruments of that same peace into our homes, our
workplaces, our neighborhoods, and our communities. The gathering on Sunday is the
reset. The rest of the week is where it gets lived out. Every space you occupy is a place
where you can carry shalom, where you can be someone who brings wholeness rather
than division, hope rather than despair. You have been sent. Go well.

Bible Verse
"I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship." - Romans 12:1

Reflection Question

When you leave worship on Sunday, what would it look like for you to be a carrier of
shalom in one specific relationship or space in your life this week?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for the peace we have through Jesus. Send us out as instruments of
Your shalom, and help us to carry Your wholeness into every corner of our lives. Amen.

Notes
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