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COME, FOLLOW ME

5 Day Devotional: Watch- The Silent King And The
Guilty Man

Day 1: The Silent King

Devotional

Have you ever been falsely accused? Your first instinct is probably to defend yourself, to
set the record straight, to make sure everyone knows the truth. Yet when Jesus faced a
barrage of false accusations before Pilate, He remained silent. This wasn't weakness or
confusion - it was love in action. Jesus had every right to speak up, every ability to
defend Himself, but He chose silence because He had something greater to
accomplish. His silence marked the beginning of the greatest substitution in history.
While we scramble to justify ourselves and prove our innocence, Jesus willingly took
our place. He didn't need to defend Himself because He was defending us. In a world
that demands we constantly prove our worth, Jesus shows us a different way - the way
of sacrificial love that speaks louder than any defense.

Bible Verse

‘Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds
we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he
did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.' - Isaiah 53:4-7

Reflection Question

When you face criticism or accusations, do you trust God's opinion of you more than
others' opinions?

Prayer


https://youtu.be/BodqUNhTNp0
https://youtu.be/BodqUNhTNp0

Jesus, thank You for choosing silence so that | might have a voice before the Father.
Help me rest in Your defense of me rather than constantly defending myself.

Notes

Day 2: The Great Exchange

Devotional

Picture this scene: two men stand before a crowd. One is guilty of murder and rebellion -
Barabbas, whose name ironically means 'son of the father.' The other is Jesus, the true
Son of the Father, innocent of any crime. When given the choice, the crowd chooses to
free the guilty and condemn the innocent. This moment captures the heart of the gospel
in vivid detail. It's not just a historical event; it's a picture of what Jesus does for each of
us. We see substitution happening before our eyes - the guilty going free while the
innocent takes their punishment. This exchange wasn't forced upon Jesus; He willingly
stepped into Barabbas's place, just as He steps into ours. Every time we witness this
scene, we're reminded that grace isn't fair - it's better than fair. It's love choosing to pay
a debt it didn't owe.

Bible Verse

'Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the
whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him
over to Pilate. "Are you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate. "You have said so," Jesus
replied. The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, "Aren't
you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of." But Jesus still made
no reply, and Pilate was amazed.' - Mark 15:1-5

Reflection Question

How does knowing that Jesus willingly took your place change the way you view your
own guilt and shame?

Prayer

Lord, I'm amazed by Your willingness to take my place. Thank You for the great
exchange that sets me free from condemnation.

Notes




Day 3: We Are Barabbas

Devotional

It's easy to look at Barabbas and think, 'At least I'm not a murderer.' But Jesus taught
that hatred in our hearts equals murder, and lustful thoughts equal adultery. Suddenly,
the distance between us and Barabbas shrinks dramatically. We may not have
committed his exact crimes, but we've all rebelled against God in our own ways. We've
all chosen our will over His, our way over His way. The uncomfortable truth is that we
are all Barabbas - guilty, deserving punishment, with no defense to offer. But here's the
beautiful part: Jesus became Barabbas so that Barabbas could go free. He became you
so that you could be set free. This isn't about comparing sins or measuring guilt; it's
about recognizing our universal need for a Savior. When we stop pretending we're better
than we are and acknowledge our true condition, we position ourselves to receive the
grace that's freely offered.

Bible Verse

‘Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the people requested. A
man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder in
the uprising. The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. "Do
you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, knowing it was out of
self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. "What shall | do, then, with
the one you call the king of the Jews?" Pilate asked them. "Crucify him!" they shouted.
"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder,
"Crucify him!" - Mark 15:6-14

Reflection Question

What areas of your life do you try to hide or justify instead of bringing them honestly
before God?

Prayer

God, help me see myself honestly - not better or worse than | am, but as someone who
desperately needs Your grace. Thank You for loving me completely.

Notes




Day 4: Stop Justifying Yourself

Devotional

We live in a culture of constant self-defense. Social media has turned us all into lawyers
for our own lives, always ready with an explanation, an excuse, or a justification. We
want to be right, and we really like it when others recognize how right we are. But what if
we're wrong? What if the accusations have some truth? What if it really was our fault?
The gospel frees us from this exhausting cycle of self-justification. When Jesus stood
silent before His accusers, He was showing us a different way to live. We don't have to
defend ourselves because He has already defended us. We don't have to prove our
worth because He has already declared it. Salvation isn't earned through our arguments
or achieved through our performance - it's received through simple faith. When we stop
making excuses and start receiving what Christ has done, we find the freedom we've
been searching for all along.

Bible Verse

‘Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds
we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he
did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.’ - Isaiah 53:4-7

Reflection Question

In what situations do you find yourself most defensive, and how might trusting in
Christ's work change your response?

Prayer

Jesus, free me from the need to constantly justify myself. Help me rest in Your
acceptance rather than seeking approval from others.

Notes

Day 5: Come Empty-Handed

Devotional

Barabbas had nothing to offer - no resume, no defense, no pretending. He was guilty,
undeserving, and completely empty-handed. Yet he walked away free because someone



else took his place. This is exactly how we must come to Jesus. Not with our
achievements or good deeds, not with our religious credentials or moral improvements,
but empty-handed and honest about our need. The wonderful truth is that Jesus knows
you completely - yes, even that thing you're hiding, even that thought, even that habit
that wages war with your soul. You don't have to clean up first or get your act together.
You can come as you are, like Barabbas, and find that the Silent King has already stood
in your place. When we truly understand this, we can't walk away unchanged. We return
again and again to this truth that sets us free, knowing we are completely known and
completely forgiven in Jesus.

Bible Verse

'Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the
whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him
over to Pilate. "Are you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate. "You have said so," Jesus
replied. The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked him, "Aren't
you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of." But Jesus still made
no reply, and Pilate was amazed.' - Mark 15:1-5

Reflection Question

What do you feel you need to 'bring' to God before you can approach Him, and how does
the gospel challenge that thinking?

Prayer

Lord, | come to You empty-handed, knowing that You receive me not because of what |
bring, but because of what Jesus has done. Thank You for complete acceptance.

Notes
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