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COME, FOLLOW ME

5 Day Devotional: Watch- Servant Leadership & True
Sight

Day 1: Walking Toward the Cross

Devotional

Have you ever watched someone walk with such determination that you could sense
their resolve from a distance? That's exactly what we see with Jesus as He heads
toward Jerusalem. He wasn't drifting toward His destiny - He was walking purposefully
toward it, knowing full well what awaited Him. Imagine the weight of that moment.
Jesus understood that betrayal, mockery, flogging, and death were just days away. Yet
He didn't slow down or look for an escape route. Instead, He walked ahead of His
disciples with unwavering determination. This wasn't the walk of someone trapped by
circumstances, but of someone who had made a conscious choice. What strikes me
most is that Jesus could have chosen differently at any moment. He had the power to
avoid the cross entirely. But He didn't, because He knew our lives depended on His
sacrifice. His willing surrender shows us that every step toward Calvary was intentional,
every moment of suffering was chosen out of love for us. This challenges how we
approach difficult seasons in our own lives. When we face hardship, do we trust that
God is walking ahead of us with the same intentionality? When obedience becomes
costly, do we remember that Jesus modeled what it looks like to choose the harder path
because it leads to life for others? Jesus' determined walk toward Jerusalem reminds
us that true love doesn't avoid sacrifice - it embraces it willingly when others' wellbeing
is at stake.

Bible Verse

‘They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples
were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside
and told them what was going to happen to him. "We are going up to Jerusalem," he said,
"and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law.
They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him
and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise." - Mark 10:32-34


https://youtu.be/TPk75US2Bts
https://youtu.be/TPk75US2Bts

Reflection Question

When you face difficult circumstances, do you trust that Jesus is walking ahead of you
with the same intentional love He showed on the road to Jerusalem?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for walking toward the cross with such determination and love.
Help me trust Your leadership in my life, especially when the path ahead seems difficult.
Give me courage to follow You with the same intentionality You showed on the road to
Jerusalem. Amen.

Day 2: The Upside-Down Kingdom

Devotional

Picture this: Jesus has just explained His upcoming death, and immediately James and
John approach Him asking for the best seats in His kingdom. It's almost comical if it
weren't so revealing about human nature. They wanted the glory without understanding
the cost, the crown without the cross. Their request sparked jealousy among the other
disciples - not because they were morally outraged, but because they wanted those
positions too! In that moment, Jesus saw an opportunity to turn their understanding of
greatness completely upside down. In our world, greatness is measured by how many
people serve you, how much power you wield, or how much recognition you receive. But
Jesus painted a radically different picture. True greatness, He explained, comes from
giving your life away in service to others. It's about lifting others up rather than climbing
over them. This isn't just a nice philosophy - it's the very heart of the gospel. Jesus
didn't come to be served but to serve, ultimately giving His life as a ransom for many.
The cross wasn't just His means of saving us; it became the model for how we should
live. When we truly grasp this, it changes everything. Success isn't about building our
own kingdom but about serving in God's kingdom. Leadership isn't about being in
charge but about being willing to sacrifice for others' benefit. This upside-down way of
living might seem foolish to the world, but it's the path to true fulfillment and lasting
impact.

Bible Verse

‘Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many." - Mark 10:35-45

Reflection Question

In what areas of your life are you still seeking worldly greatness rather than embracing
Jesus' model of servant leadership?



Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times I've sought recognition and power instead of
opportunities to serve. Help me embrace Your upside-down kingdom where true
greatness comes from giving my life away for others. Show me how to lead and live like
Jesus. Amen.

Day 3: Seeing with Spiritual Eyes

Devotional

Sometimes the most profound truths come from the most unexpected places.
Bartimaeus was a blind beggar sitting by the roadside - someone most people would
overlook or avoid. Yet in this passage, he becomes the hero of the story, demonstrating
something the disciples had failed to grasp after years of walking with Jesus. While the
disciples who had witnessed countless miracles still didn't fully understand who Jesus
was, this blind man saw Him clearly. "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" he cried
out. He recognized Jesus as the promised Messiah, the one Israel had been waiting for.
His spiritual sight was perfect even though his physical sight was gone. The crowd tried
to silence him, but Bartimaeus wouldn't be deterred. He knew this was his moment, his
chance to encounter the One who could change everything. When Jesus called for him,
he threw off his cloak - likely his most valuable possession and source of security - and
came to Jesus. Here's what strikes me: physical sight is common, but spiritual sight is
rare. Many people can see Jesus with their eyes but miss Him with their hearts. They
can admire His teachings, respect His character, even attend church regularly, but never
truly surrender to Him as Lord. Bartimaeus shows us what it looks like to move from
admiration to transformation. He didn't just want to see Jesus; he wanted to follow Him.
After receiving his sight, he immediately joined Jesus on the road to Jerusalem - the
same road that led to the cross.

Bible Verse

'When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!" Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the
more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they called
to the blind man, "Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you." Throwing his cloak aside, he
jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.' - Mark 10:46-52

Reflection Question

What ‘cloak’' - comfort, security, or possession - might you need to throw aside to follow
Jesus more fully?

Prayer

Lord, give me spiritual eyes to see You clearly. Help me move beyond mere admiration
to true surrender. Show me what | need to leave behind to follow You more faithfully,
and give me the courage to throw it aside. Amen.



Day 4: From Admiration to Surrender

Devotional

There's a world of difference between admiring someone and surrendering to them. You
can admire a leader's qualities, respect their achievements, even speak highly of them
to others - all while maintaining complete control over your own life. But surrender? That
requires giving up control and allowing that person to redirect your path. Bartimaeus
understood this distinction. After Jesus healed his blindness, he didn't just thank Jesus
and go back to his old life. He didn't simply become a fan who would tell others about
this amazing miracle worker. Instead, he followed Jesus on the road - the same road
that led to Jerusalem and the cross. This is where many of us get stuck in our faith
journey. We're comfortable admiring Jesus from a distance. We appreciate His
teachings, we're grateful for His sacrifice, we even attend church and call ourselves
Christians. But true discipleship requires more than admiration - it demands surrender.
Surrender means allowing Jesus to redirect our priorities, our relationships, our use of
time and money, our career choices, and our daily decisions. It means being willing to
follow Him even when the path becomes difficult or costly. It means throwing off
whatever holds us back from wholehearted devotion. The beautiful truth is that Jesus
doesn't ask for our surrender to diminish our lives but to fulfill them. When we stop
trying to maintain control and start following His lead, we discover the abundant life He
promised. Like Bartimaeus, we find that following Jesus - even on the difficult road - is
far better than staying in our comfortable but limited circumstances.

Bible Verse

"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. The blind man said, "Rabbi, | want
to see.” "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus along the road.' - Mark 10:46-52

Reflection Question

Are you content with admiring Jesus from a distance, or are you ready to surrender
control and follow Him wherever He leads?

Prayer

Jesus, | don't want to be satisfied with just admiring You from afar. | want to surrender
my life completely to Your leadership. Help me identify and release anything that keeps
me from following You wholeheartedly. Give me the faith to trust You with my future.
Amen.

Day 5: Seeing Jesus Clearly

Devotional

After five days of reflection, we return to the central question that ties everything
together: Do we see Jesus clearly? This isn't about intellectual understanding or



theological knowledge - it's about spiritual perception that transforms how we live.
Clarity about Jesus changes everything. When we truly see Him as the One who willingly
walked toward the cross for our sake, we can't remain unchanged. When we understand
that He redefined greatness through service and sacrifice, our own ambitions begin to
shift. When we recognize Him as the Messiah who calls us to follow, not just admire, we
find ourselves ready to throw off whatever holds us back. The disciples walked with
Jesus for years but still struggled to see Him clearly. They wanted positions of power
when He was modeling servant leadership. They missed the significance of His willing
sacrifice. Even after witnessing countless miracles, they often failed to grasp who He
really was. But Bartimaeus - a blind beggar who had never seen Jesus perform a
miracle - saw Him with perfect clarity. He recognized Jesus as the Son of David, the
promised Messiah. His spiritual sight led to immediate action: he followed Jesus on the
road. This is the invitation before us today. Jesus is still asking, "What do you want me
to do for you?" Like Bartimaeus, we can ask for clearer spiritual sight. We can pray for
the ability to see Jesus not just as a historical figure or moral teacher, but as the living
Lord who deserves our complete surrender. When we see Jesus clearly, our lives
naturally reorient around following Him. The question isn't whether we have enough
faith to follow - it's whether we're seeing Him clearly enough to want to.

Bible Verse

"What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked him. The blind man said, "Rabbi, | want
to see." "Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Inmediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus along the road.' - Mark 10:46-52

Reflection Question

Lord, am | seeing Jesus clearly enough so that He could redirect my life?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, | want to see You more clearly. Open my spiritual eyes to understand who
You really are and what it means to follow You. Help me move beyond comfortable
admiration to costly discipleship. Redirect my life according to Your will and give me
courage to follow You faithfully. Amen.
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