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COME, FOLLOW ME

5 Day Devotional: Watch- Courage Over Fear

Day 1: A Different Kingdom

Devotional

Following Jesus changes everything about how we live. It's not just about adding faith
to our existing life - it's about surrendering our entire existence to a new King and His
kingdom. This shift creates an inevitable tension because God's values often clash with
the world's priorities. Where the world says pursue comfort, Jesus calls us to sacrifice.
Where culture promotes self-advancement, Christ teaches servanthood. This tension
isn't a sign that something's wrong with our faith; it's evidence that we're truly following
Him. Living for Jesus means our loyalties have shifted from earthly kingdoms to an
eternal one, and that shift will be felt in every area of our lives.

Bible Verse
"My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by
the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place." - John 18:36

Reflection Question

In what specific areas of your life do you feel the tension between God's kingdom
values and worldly expectations?

Prayer

Lord, help me embrace the tension that comes with following You. Give me courage to
live for Your kingdom even when it conflicts with the world around me.

Notes



https://youtu.be/ptI234Hx51w

Day 2: The Cost of Surrender

Devotional

True discipleship requires more than intellectual agreement with Christian principles - it
demands the death of our old way of living. When we follow Jesus, we surrender the
right to live as we choose, releasing our grip on what we think is best for our lives. This
isn't a one-time decision but a daily choice to put our desires, plans, and will under His
authority. It means acknowledging that we don't belong to ourselves anymore. This
surrender can feel frightening because it requires us to trust Someone else with our
future, our relationships, and our dreams. Yet in this death to self, we discover the
abundant life Jesus promised - a life far richer than anything we could have planned for
ourselves.

Bible Verse

"As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a
voice from heaven said, 'This is my Son, whom I love; with him | am well pleased." -
Matthew 3:16-17

Reflection Question

What areas of your life are you still holding back from God's control, and what would it
look like to surrender them today?

Prayer

Father, | surrender my life to You completely. Help me trust You with every area I've
been trying to control on my own.

Notes

Day 3: Trials as Invitations
Devotional

When difficulties arise in our lives, our first instinct might be to question God's presence
or care. But trials aren't evidence that God has abandoned us - they're actually
invitations to deeper faith. Every challenge we face presents us with a choice: will we
step forward in courage, trusting God despite the unknown, or will we shrink back in
fear? These moments are when our faith becomes visible, not just to others but to
ourselves. They reveal what we truly believe about God's character and faithfulness.
Trials refine us like gold in fire, burning away impurities and strengthening what



remains. They're opportunities for God to shape us, call us to greater things, and
demonstrate His power through our weakness.

Bible Verse
"The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom | take
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold." - Psalm 18:2

Reflection Question

How might God be using your current challenges to shape your character and deepen
your faith?

Prayer

Lord, help me see my trials as opportunities to trust You more deeply. Give me courage
to step forward in faith when circumstances seem uncertain.

Notes

Day 4: Courage in the Small Things

Devotional

Courage doesn't always look dramatic or heroic. Often, it appears in simple, everyday
moments - speaking truth with grace when it would be easier to stay silent, remaining
faithful when compromise would cost us less, or standing up for what's right when
others choose convenience. These small acts of courage prepare us for larger tests of
faith. Like Peter, we might find that our greatest failures come not in the big moments
we've prepared for, but in the unexpected, seemingly minor situations where we're
caught off guard. The servant girl's question to Peter seemed insignificant compared to
Jesus facing the Sanhedrin, yet it revealed the true state of his heart. Our daily choices
to trust God in small things build the spiritual muscle we'll need when bigger trials
come.

Bible Verse
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life." - John 3:16

Reflection Question

What "small" act of courage is God calling you to take today, and how might it prepare
you for greater challenges ahead?



Prayer

God, give me courage to be faithful in the small things. Help me see that every choice to
trust You matters, no matter how insignificant it may seem.

Notes

Day 5: Grace in Our Failures
Devotional

Peter's denial of Jesus reminds us that even the most devoted followers can fail
spectacularly. The same man who boldly drew his sword to defend Jesus in the garden
later cursed and denied even knowing Him. Yet this failure wasn't the end of Peter's
story - it was the beginning of a deeper understanding of grace. God's mercy meets us
in our failures like a loving parent who continues to lift up a child learning to walk. No
matter how far we've fallen or how badly we've failed, we're never beyond the reach of
God's grace. Our failures don't disqualify us from serving God; they often become the
very experiences that make us more compassionate and effective in ministry. When we
stumble, God's grace is there to restore us and give us another chance to choose
courage over fear.

Bible Verse
"Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil." - Mark
14:53-72

Reflection Question

How has God's grace met you in your failures, and how can that experience help you
extend grace to others who are struggling?

Prayer

Thank You, Lord, that Your grace is greater than my failures. Help me remember that
You can use even my mistakes for Your glory and my growth.

Notes
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