
Different Views on the Rapture and the Tribulation 

The issue of the relationship between Christ’s second coming and the events known 
as the tribulation is a discussion reserved mostly for premillennialists, who tend to 
devote more attention to the details of the end times than do either 
postmillennialists or amillennialists. But even within premillennialism, the question 
persists: At what point in relation to the tribulation will Christ come back to take the 
church to be with Him: before, during, or after the tribulation? 

‣ Pretribulationism 

‣ Jesus will rapture His church just before (or at the beginning of) the 
tribulation so that the church will not be present during the tribulation, 
which is the point of the rapture anyway 

‣ There will be 2 phases to Jesus’s 2nd coming: one to get His church and 
the other to claim victory over the enemy 

‣ While tribulation has plagued the church always, the great tribulation will 
be unique, unparalleled in history; it will not be a time for disciplining 
believers or purifying the church; it will conclude God’s dealings with the 
Gentiles and will reinstate the nation of Israel as God’s platform for 
working in the world 

‣ 3 resurrections: 1) the righteous dead at the rapture, 2) at the end of the 
tribulation, the saints who have died during the tribulation, and 3) at the 
end of the millennium the resurrection of the unbelievers for judgment 

‣ Strong emphasis on the imminence of the Lord’s return; no other 
prophecy remains to be fulfilled prior to the rapture; so watchfulness and 
readiness are emphasized 

‣ At least 2 judgments: the church to be judged at the time of the rapture 
where rewards will be handed out and the unsaved to be judged at the 
end of the millennium 

‣ Midtribulationism 

‣ The church will go through the less severe part (the first half) of the 
tribulation and then Christ will rapture them; they experience the 
tribulation but not the wrath of God 



‣ Partial-rapture view 

‣ There will be a series of raptures; whenever a portion of believers are 
ready, they will be removed from the earth. 

‣ Posttribulationism 

‣ The coming of Christ for His church will not occur until after the events of 
the tribulation 

‣ Less literal interpretation of the events of the end times (i.e. – 7 years 
refers to a substantial period of time, rather than to a literal 7 year period) 

‣ The church will be present to experience the events of the tribulation; 
avoid the term rapture because it is not a Biblical expression and because 
it implies that the church will escape or be delivered from the tribulation 
(which is contrary to the essence of posttribulationism) 

‣ Makes a distinction between the wrath of God and the tribulation; the 
church will not experience the wrath of God but certainly has and will 
continue to experience tribulation 

‣ Simplest view: only 1 second coming and only 2 resurrections (believers at 
the end of the tribulation/ beginning of the millennium and unbelievers at 
the end of the millennium) 

‣ Imminent posttribulationism 

‣ The return of Christ will not take place until after the tribulation 
(posttribulationism). 

‣ It can be expected at any moment because the tribulation may already be 
occurring now. 

Our sermon series will follow the pretribulational view, and for good reasons that 
will become evident throughout the study. However, other viewpoints are welcome 
for discussion in appropriate venues. 


